
EYFS profile exemplification 
for the level of learning and 
development expected  
at the end of the EYFS 

Communication and language 

ELG03 – Speaking

Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness  
of listeners’ needs. They use past, present and future forms 
accurately when talking about events that have happened or  
are to happen in the future. They develop their own narratives 
and explanations by connecting ideas or events.
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Exemplification of expected descriptors 

This document demonstrates national standards for one of the 17 early years foundation 
stage (EYFS) profile early learning goals (ELGs). It shows the level of learning and 
development expected at the end of the EYFS. 

The collection of evidence in this document illustrates the ‘expected’ descriptor. No one piece 
of evidence meets the ELG as a standalone item; together they illustrate the pitch and 
breadth of a particular ‘expected’ level of learning and development. 

This document illustrates how information can be gathered to support EYFS profile 
judgements using a variety of evidence and forms of presentation. However there is no 
prescribed method of gathering evidence, nor any expectation that it should be recorded as 
shown in this document. The exemplification is not intended to be an exhaustive list for 
schools to follow.  

The examples in this collection include ‘one off’ observations, samples of children’s work, 
photographs and contributions from parents. Many methods of recording a child’s attainment 
are not included in this exemplification for practical reasons (for example video recordings). 
Practitioners will also build up a significant professional knowledge of each child which will 
not be recorded but which must be considered when EYFS profile judgements are made. 

When completing an EYFS profile, practitioners should make a best-fit judgement for each 
ELG. Practitioners must consider the entirety of each ELG, taking an holistic view of the 
descriptor in order to create the most accurate picture of the child’s overall embedded 
learning. Sections of each descriptor must not been seen in isolation. 

Exemplification material should always be viewed in the context of a specific aspect of 
learning in order to retain an accurate focus. However, practitioners should be aware that a 
child’s learning and development are not compartmentalised. Focusing on one aspect of 
learning will shed light on several other related areas.  

The information in this document should not be regarded as either exclusive or inclusive of 
any child, no matter what their background or family circumstances. It is intended to be used 
without bias, preference or discrimination and schools and practitioners must ensure that 
they operate within all aspects of the statutory EYFS framework.  
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Eloise

“This is my special 

photo, it is me and 

Lauren when we were 

little, we have been 

friends for such a long 

time.”

“We used to go dancing  

but then we got too big.”

“I’m going to Lapland 

for Christmas, it will 

be nice when we open 

presents on holiday.”

“First we will see Santa 

and then we will see the 

Elves.”

Molly made an egg  

from paper.

“I’ve made a bed for my 

egg. She fell out of bed 

and bumped her head  

so I’ve put a plaster on!”

“Eggs need to be safe  

you know?”

but thenbut thenbutbut thenbut thenbut

Jack

Children looking through books at the creative 

table.

“I am going to do an aeroplane because it can 

fly over the cold countries and I will be able to 

look down to see the bears and see what they are 

doing. I want to write planes.”

Teacher sounds it out. He wrote label plans.  

He went on to talk about helicopters.  

Wrote hecopts.

“This is my special 

comfort teddy. I had him 

when he was a baby – he’s 

not shiny anymore. I still 

keep him – he’s special to 

me.”

Daisy used the mobile phone in the 
jungle campsite. She said number 
names as she pressed the buttons.

“Hello, it’s Daisy. Yes, I’m in the  
jungle, are you coming to visit?”  
Yes, yes, it’s really hot here and  
we’ve got a baby tiger... ok, bye!”
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“I’ve just rescued this baby from  
a fire, that’s what firemen do,  
and cats that get stuck in trees.”

“You be the ambulance lady – so 
you can take the baby to hospital 
(passes baby to P)”

“Quick, there’s another fire,  
I need to go – Nee Naw Nee Naw  
– I’m coming!”

Molly got her file out from the 
shelf.  
She laid it open on the floor.

“I remember doing this” she 
commented on a photo.

“Oh, look, I’m not very good at 
writing here - ha, ha – I’m much 
better than that now.”

Enjoys looking at own work and 
noting changes in ability with 
pride.
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Snapshot obs of 

children outside 

building a den 

independently. 

Confidently 

communicating 

with teacher.
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Snapshot observation of 

informed conversation.  

Ben is using correct tense, able 

to engage the listener by using 

his questions. He is beginning 

to connect ideas by saying it is 

similar to a spider.

Joel has just read to his 

class teacher and is told  

to go and get a sticker  

for good reading. 

He passes the TA and 

explains “I’ve got three 

stickers and if anyone 

thinks I am stealing it, 

I’m not, because they  

can ask Harry because  

I have just read to get  

my sticker.”
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© Crown copyright 2014

You may re-use this information (excluding logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under 
the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 
doc/open-government-licence or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

Where we have identified any third party copyright information you will need to obtain permission 
from the copyright holders concerned. 

Any enquiries regarding this publication should be sent to us at Standards and Testing Agency, 
53-55 Butts Road, Earlsdon Park, Coventry CV1 3BH.

This document is also available from our website at www.gov.uk/STA.
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