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Changing Landscape

Independent Living

Traditional ‘Sheltered Housing’
Housing with Care

Extra Care

Care Homes
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Nature of fire risk

Your experience of fires?
Our experience of fires?

Statistics?

* Approx 400 fires, 5 deaths last year
* Impact on residents, families & business

Avoidable?
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Risk of having a fire

*Unsafe smoking
*Unsafe cooking

‘Unsafe heating
Electrical faults

Overloaded
sockets
‘Misuse of candles &

| |
*Hoarding o




Sheltered Accommodation

Irene - Surrey Coroner’s Court May 2014 —

« delay in the monitoring centre passing
iInformation to the Fire & Rescue Service.

« delay in the monitoring centre being alerted
to the fire due to the fire detection coverage
within the flat being limited.
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Independent living — hospital release

James: Age 71,

« COPD (lung disorder) and a Heart
condition, heavy smoker. Living alone and
had been released from hospital 2 days
prior to fire, Care package.

 Smoke alarms — no monitoring.
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Supported Independent Living

Corinna - Age 81, smoker

« fire detection coverage delayed the call to the
monitoring centre

« guidance given to Corinna by the call centre staff.

« monitoring centre did not pass critical information on
the fire and the location of Corinna to the Fire &
Rescue Service.
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‘Extra care’ Sheltered Accommodation

Michael: Age 57, wheelchair, MS, smoker, moved

Into extra care following concerns over ability to look
after himself at home:

 four care visits a day from on site staff, door left
unlocked for staff to respond to him, history of LAS
attendance for falls.

« scorch marks to clothing, floor and furniture,
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Common failings

No awareness or recognition of:

* fire hazards associated with the resident’s habits
and behaviours

 high likelihood that a fire would start, death or
serious Iinjury to the resident or other relevant
person in the premises

« appropriate control measures for the risk —
smoking management, additional smoke
detection, automatic suppression systems, fire-
retardant bedding etc
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Fresh Approach

Fire Risk Assessment

Property:
Structure, Escape
routes, Fire Doors
Fire Alarm
Emergency plan
Staff numbers,
training

Residents:
Individual risk
assessments
Smoking
Oxygen
Emollients
Airflow matresses
PEEPS & Care Plans
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Residents level of Need

1. Propensity to contribute to the starting of fire or to the development
of fire.

The potential lifestyle of residents, their decision-making and their physical
and mental capacity to contribute to an increased likelihood of fire and/or an
increased likelihood of fire development

eg. drug/alcohol use and smoking, hoarding, storage of ignition sources or
fuel not typically found in domestic settings, mental health issues

2. Capacity to respond appropriately to signs of fire.

May be physically capable of evacuating unaided but learning difficulties,
dementia and other mental health issues

Individuals might not respond appropriately to signs of fire such as the sound
of a fire alarm, the smell of smoke, or even a visible fire.

3. Ability to escape in the event of fire.
The physical ability of residents to evacuate in case of fire .
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Person Risk Assessment

London Fire Brigade
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Risk Assessment:

Appendix 2 - Checklist for auditing Sheltered Housing

Check content of Fire Risk Assessment. It should:

Prevention Through

O Confirmthatthe fire safety strategy and evi
the waythe buildingis designed, furnished]
of dependencyofthe residents.

O Confirmthatasurvey hasbeen carriedoutt
separation and compartmentation is approj
roof spaces should also be considered.

O Ickntify thatflat frontdoors have been su

Identify andreview any provided smoke vel

O Identify andreview anyfurniture and softfi

Confirmthat reports by residents of the i
otherflats indicating compartmentissuesaf

Review use of Mobility scooters - storage
appropriate.

Recognisethat vulnerability and behaviour|
considered to be the mainisk of fire in shef
marevulnerable.

Detail persons especially atrisk. This inclu
hazardorrisk attributed to a resident (e.g.
physicaldisability, hoarding, etc) should al

Identify andrecommend provision of addity
fire risk to relevantpersonsaslisted above

Check fire strategy and evacuation arrangemd

Confirm that protection of escape routes, i
for fire strategy through sampling and visu
resisting and effectively self-closing,

Appendix 5 - Checklist for smoking risks

Care Homes|

Smokingisallowedina care homein ‘designated’
completely enclosed, does nothave a ventilation s
must havea self-closing door

Residents shouldnot be permitted to smoke in bex

bedroomis suitably equipped.

Fire Risk Assessments must:

0 Takeaccountof residents who wishto smoke
confinedto bed and cannotaccess designate

O Identify hazards - Ignition sources (lighters,
soft furnishings, laundry, paper products, sleg|
airflow, cylinders, airflow mattresses)

O Assessthelevel of risk from smoking - the ike]
consequences.

O Identify source ofinformation onrisk - care pl
that smoke, premisesfire risk assessment (the
the individual smoking risk assessment)

O Referenceindividual smoking risk assessment]
person, carried outwith resicent/family invol
smoking unaided, considerriskto other reside}
management arrangements such as supervisi

Identify competent andtrained persons respo
the RA

Reducing risks:
O Isthere evidence of burn marks onthefloor, b

Issmoking monitored/controlled at night?

Health Equipment
and Fire Risk




Other Resources

National Patient
Safety Agency

mEO e

Personal Pi ion Watermist Sy

Protecting vulnerable people from fire

Additional Guidance

Quick Reference Guide

for application to Aims and Objectives

HM Government Guide to Fire @ skt e
Safety Risk Assessment . . ngcom
Residential Care Premises N

Skin products containing paraffin based prof
for example White Soft Paraffin, White Soft P4
plus 50% Liquid Paraffin or Emulsifying oin

eysiso

in contact with dressings and clothing are Good Practice st
ignited with a naked flame or a cigarette. Guzig:'s‘“ ™ anweons

high risk individuais whase profile incicanes they may be more ikely to
experiencea fire
o thesigns tatindicatea haighraned riskoffire and

N

Keep away from fire when using these prodt|

For further information, go to www.npsa.nh.




National Guidance being drafted !




In Summary

« To improve Prevention and
Protection from fire for the vulnerable

person.

- fire risk assessments, individual risk
assessments and care planning
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