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Population 
 

• At the time of the 2011 Census the population of Bow West was 

12,939 residents, which accounted for 5.1% of the total population 

of Tower Hamlets. 
 

• The population density of the ward was 96.1 residents per hectare 

(104 square meters for each resident of the ward). This compares 

with a borough density of 129 residents per hectare and 52 per 

hectare in London. 
 

• There were 5,009 occupied households in this ward and an average 

household size of 2.58 residents; this is higher than the average size 

for Tower Hamlets of 2.47. 

 

Change 
 

• The population of Bow West increased by 24.2% between 2001 and 

2011 compared with a borough average of 29.6%.  
 

• Over the next 10 years the population of the ward is projected to 

grow by 7.3% to 14.6%, reaching somewhere between 14,000 and 

15,000 residents by 2021. 

 

 

Age Structure 
 

Figure 1: Age Structure 

Residents by Age 0-15 16-64 65+ Total 

Bow West 2,492 9,440 1,007 12,939 

Bow West % 19.3% 73.0% 7.8% 100% 

          

Tower Hamlets % 19.7% 74.1% 6.1% 100% 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Ward population density 

 
 

Figure 3: Proportion of population by age 
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Ethnicity 
 

• The proportion of residents identifying as ‘White British’ in the 

Census for Bow West was 47.7%, this was the highest in the 

borough along with Bow East. The borough average was more than 

10 percentage points lower at 31.2%, and the average for London 

was 44.9%. 
 

• Residents of Bangladeshi ethnicity accounted for 21.2% of residents 

in this ward. 
 

• 40.7% of residents in this ward are from black and minority ethnic 

(BME) groups which is lower than the overall figure for Tower 

Hamlets at 55% and close to the London average of 40.2%. 
 

• The three largest ethnic groups in the borough (White British, 

Bangladeshi & Other White) account for 80.5% of residents in this 

ward.  

 

Religion 
 

• Bow West had the highest proportion of residents in the borough 

that explicitly stated that they had no religious beliefs. At 25.6% of 

residents this was above the borough average of 19.1% and the 

average for London of 20.7%.  
 

• A further 15.2% of residents opted to answer the census  question 

on religion. 
 

• Bow West also had the highest proportion of Sikh residents, 

accounting for 0.5% of residents. 
 

• Religious groups other than Christian or Muslim accounted for 3.3% 

of residents in this ward. 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Proportion of Residents by Ethnicity 

 
 

 

 

Figure 5: Proportion of Residents by Religion 
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Household Composition 
 

• 26.9% of the households in this ward contain families with 

dependent children. This is higher than the borough average of 

26.6%, but below the average for London of 29%. 
 

• 42.8% of the residents of Bromley-by-Bow Town live in family 

households with dependent children. 
 

• Single adult households account for a further 30.5% of households, 

however, only 11.8% of the wards residents live in this type of 

household.  
 

• Older people living alone (aged 65+) account for 8.1% of 

households in the ward which is the highest proportion in Tower 

Hamlets, but below the London figure of 9.6%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 6: Average household size 

Average residents per 

household 
Bow 

West 

Tower 

Hamlets 
London England 

Households with dependent 

children 4.09 4.30 3.89 3.78 

Households without dependent 

children 2.01 1.81 1.84 1.78 

Average household size 2.57 2.47 2.47 2.36 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7: Household composition – percentage of households by type 

 
 

Figure 8: Household composition – percentage of residents that live in each type 

of household 
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Health & Unpaid Care 
 

• 83.3% of the residents in Bow West reported that they were in 

either ‘good’ or ‘very good’ health. This was the same as the 

borough average, but below the London average of 83.8%. 
 

• 13.3% of residents reported that their day-to-day activities were 

limited to some degree by a long term health problem or disability, 

compared with an average for the borough of 13.5%. 
 

• 7.7% of residents provided unpaid care to someone who has a long 

term health problem or disability (1,004 residents). This was similar 

to the Tower Hamlets figure for provision of unpaid care of 7.6%  
 

• 3.1% of residents provided 20 hours or more of unpaid care a week 

(403 residents). This was a lower proportion than the borough 

average of 3.3%.   

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9: Average Life Expectancy 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Figure 10: Reported Health of Bow West Residents 

 
 

 

 

 

 

• Female life expectancy in Bow West is 79.7 years, below the 

borough average of 80.7 years. This compares to the lowest female 

life expectancy in the borough of 77.9 years in Mile End East, and 

the highest female life expectancy of 89.2 years in Millwall. 

 

• Male life expectancy is 74.5 years, below the borough average of 

75.2 years. The lowest male life expectancy in the borough is that 

of St Dunstan’s & Stepney Green of 72.5 years and the highest 

male life expectancy is in St Katharine’s & Wapping at 80.4. 
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Public Health Data 
 

Figure 11: Standardised Admission Ratio for Emergency Hospital Admissions – 2010/11 

 
 

Figure 12: Standardised Admission Ratio for Accidental Falls – 2010/11 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13: Standardised Admission Ratio for Non-Emergency Hospital Admissions – 

2010/11 

 
 

 

 

 

All of the figures presented here have been standardised to the England 

average admissions ratio. This means that the figures shown for wards, 

Tower Hamlets and for London are shown in relation to the England which 

is represented as 100 (the red line). 

 

These figures are estimates and not a precise measure; the confidence 

intervals shown give an idea of the uncertainty attached to the estimate 

and the range of possible values. 
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Figure 14: Childhood Obesity Prevalence - % of children estimate - Reception Class 

 

Figure 15: Childhood Obesity Prevalence - % of children estimate - Year 7 
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The following map data is taken from the Indicies of Multiple Deprivation 

produced for the Department of Communities and Local Government in 

2010. 

 

Figure 16: Percentage of Children Living in Income Deprived Families 

 
The average for Bow West was 56% and this ward was ranked 13th out of 

the 17 wards in on this measure in Tower Hamlets. 
 

The borough average on this measure was 59% (the highest local authority 

figure in England) and ranged between St Katharine’s & Wapping with the 

lowest figure at 43% and East India & Lansbury with the highest at 66%. 
 

The London average for the percentage of children living in income 

deprived households was 32%. 

 
 

 

 

The ward estimates of deprivation have been produced from the dataset 

by the Greater London Authority 

 

 

Figure 17: Percentage of Older People Living in Income Deprived Families 

 
 

The average for Bow West was 44% and this ward was ranked 5
th

 lowest of 

the 17 wards in Tower Hamlets 
 

The borough average for older people (aged 65 and over) living in income 

deprived households was 53% (also the highest local authority figure in 

England). In Tower Hamlets the ward figures ranged between St 

Katharine’s & Wapping with the lowest figure at 373% and Spitalfields & 

Banglatown with the highest at 82%. 
 

The London average for the percentage of older people in income deprived 

families was 24%.  
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Figure 18: Bow West Recorded Crime 

(incidents per 1,000 residents) 

 
 

Figure 19: Bow West Total Recorded Offences 

(21 month total) 

 

 

Figure 20: Tower Hamlets Recorded Crime 

(incidents per 1,000 residents) 

 
 

Figure 21: Tower Hamlets Total Recorded Offences 

(21 month total)  
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School Performance 
 

Figure 22: Primary School Performance 

Primary 

  

% achieving Level 4 or above in 

both English and maths in 

% making 

expected 

progress 

Ofsted inspections 

School  School status  2012  2011  2010  2009 English Maths Rating 
Inspection 

date 

Chisenhale Community School 60% 74% IA 70% 89% 76% Good Sep-08 

Guardian Angels Voluntary Aided School 81% 89% 79% 62% 96% 96% 
Requires 

improvement 
Oct-12 

Malmesbury Community School 88% 67% IA 56% 93% 90% Inadequate Mar-12 

Olga Community School 75% 77% IA 86% 100% 100% Good Oct-09 

England 79% 74% 73% 72% 89% 87% - - 

Tower Hamlets 82% 76% 76% 74% 94% 90% - - 

 * Industrial Action. Failed to conduct National Curriculum Tests. 

 

 

Figure 23: Secondary School Performance 

 

Secondary 

  

% achieving 5+ A*-C GCSEs (or 

equivalent) including English and 

maths GCSEs 

% of pupils 

making expected 

progress 

% achieving 

grades A*-C 

in English 

and maths 

GCSEs 

Ofsted inspections 

School School status  2012  2011  2010  2009 English Maths Rating Inspection date 

Central 

Foundation 
Voluntary Aided School 67% 83% 68% 61% 52% 47% 68% Good Nov-11 

England 59% 58% 55% 51% 68% 69% 59% - - 

Tower Hamlets 62% 62% 52% 46% 72% 74% 62% - - 
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Annual Residents Survey 2011/12 – Tower Hamlets 

Overview 
 

Figure 24: User Satisfaction with Services 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 25: Residents Top Personal Concerns 

 
 

 

Figure 26: Residents Concerns about Anti-Social Behaviour 
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children
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spaces

% of residents who feel the issue is a very or fairly big problem in their area

Advice on interpretation of survey data  

 

As the data are based on a survey sample they are estimates not precise 

measures. All survey estimates have a degree of sampling variability attached 

to them which needs to be borne in mind when interpreting findings, 

particularly for estimates based on small samples or for comparisons over 

time. 

 

 The concept of ‘statistical significance’ is used here to highlight those 

differences that are likely to reflect real changes over time (or between 

groups), as opposed to those which may be simply reflecting sampling 

variability. Green and red arrows are used to denote statistically significant 

differences.  



Bow West          Page 12 

 
 

  
Local Layouts 

Key Points of Interest 

*The numbers correspond to the 

numbering on the ‘Within your 

ward’ directory (pages 15-16) 
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Sections and Streets 
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Leisure and Active Life 
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