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EYFS Profile exemplification 
Learning journey 

Literacy 

ELG09 – Reading 

Children read and understand simple sentences. They use 
phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them 
aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular words. 
They demonstrate understanding when talking with others 
about what they have read. 

Explanatory notes 

The child uses cues such as pictures, letter/word recognition, knowledge of the story or 
context and reading for meaning, in order to help them comprehend a range of fiction 
and non-fiction texts. The child blends and segments words independently and applies 
their phonic knowledge to regular and irregular unfamiliar words. The child shares his 
or her feelings and ideas about what they have read with others. 



 
 

 
 

 

  
 

          
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 

    

 
  

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

10
th

 J
un

e 

Sm
al

l w
or

ld
 –

 c
hi

ld
 in

it
ia

te
d 

A 
se

le
ct

io
n 

of
 p

up
pe

ts
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

le
ft

 o
ut

 fo
r c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 

ac
ce

ss
 d

ur
in

g 
th

ei
r c

hi
ld

-in
iti

at
ed

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
 (a

 m
ixt

ur
e 

of
 

ch
ar

ac
te

rs
 fr

om
 C

in
de

re
lla

 a
nd

 L
itt

le
 R

ed
 R

id
in

g 
Ho

od
). 

M
 

ha
d 

so
rt

ed
 t

he
 p

up
pe

ts
, k

ee
pi

ng
 th

e 
Re

d 
Ri

di
ng

 H
oo

d 
on

es
 

in
sid

e 
th

e 
tr

ay
. S

he
 m

ov
ed

 p
up

pe
ts

 a
ro

un
d 

th
e 

tr
ay

, t
al

kin
g 

to
 a

no
th

er
 c

hi
ld

. 

“O
nc

e 
up

on
 a

 ti
m

e,
 th

er
e 

w
as

 a
 li

tt
M

: 
l e

 g
irl

 c
al

le
d 

Li
tt

le
 

Re
d 

Ri
di

ng
 H

oo
d…

sh
e 

sa
w

 t
he

 w
ol

f…
w

he
re

 a
re

 y
ou

 g
oi

ng
? 

, s
ai

d 
th

e 
w

ol
f…

w
ha

t 
bi

g 
ey

es
 y

ou
 h

av
e!

 Y
ou

’re
 n

ot
 m

y 
gr

an
dm

a…
!”
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C
hi

ld
re

n 
re

ad
 a

nd
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
si

m
pl

e 
se

nt
en

ce
s.

 T
he

y 
us

e 
ph

on
ic

 k
no

w
le

dg
e 

to
 d

ec
od

e 
re

gu
la

r 
w

or
ds

 a
nd

 r
ea

d 
th

em
 

al
ou

d 
ac

cu
ra

te
ly

. T
he

y 
al

so
 r

ea
d 

so
m

e 
co

m
m

on
 ir

re
gu

la
r 

w
or

ds
. 

Th
ey

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 w

he
n 

ta
lk

in
g 

w
ith

 o
th

er
s 

ab
ou

t w
ha

t t
he

y 
ha

ve
 r

ea
d.

 

5t
h  

Ja
nu

ar
y 

Bo
ok

 c
or

ne
r 

8t
h  

Ju
ne

 

M
 w

as
 s

itt
in

g 
w

ith
 a

no
th

er
 c

hi
ld

Bo
ok

 c
or

ne
r 

an
d 

ha
d 

a 
bo

ok
 o

pe
n.

 S
he

 p
oi

nt
ed

 
to

 t
he

 w
or

ds
, b

le
nd

in
g 

to
 re

ad
 

M
 w

as
 lo

ok
in

g 
at

 “
Ti

tc
h”

 w
ith

 a
 fr

ie
nd

. S
he

 p
oi

nt
ed

 
so

m
e,

 a
nd

 re
ad

in
g 

ot
he

rs
 o

n 
to

 t
he

 w
or

d 
ha

m
m

er
, a

nd
 re

ad
 “

h-
a-

m
-m

-e
r, 

sig
ht

. 
ha

m
m

er
. T

ha
t’s

 a
 w

or
d 

w
e 

us
ed

 in
 p

ho
ni

cs
 t

o 
le

ar
n 

th
e 

er
 s

ou
nd

.”
 S

he
 t

he
n 

pu
t 

th
e 

bo
ok

 d
ow

n 
an

d 
M

 –
 “

S-
a-

m
, s

am
 w

as
 h

-a
-v

-i-
ng

, 
be

ga
n 

to
 t

ap
 t

he
 fi

ng
er

s 
of

 h
er

 ri
gh

t 
ha

nd
 o

n 
th

e 
Sa

m
 w

as
 h

av
in

g 
a 

n-
a-

p,
 n

ap
. S

am
 

pa
lm

 o
f h

er
 le

ft
 h

an
d.

 S
he

 b
eg

an
 t

o 
sin

g 
“P

et
er

 t
ap

s 
w

as
 h

av
in

g 
a 

na
p.

” 
w

ith
 o

ne
 h

am
m

er
, o

ne
 h

am
m

er
, o

ne
 h

am
m

er
, P

et
er

 
ta

ps
 w

ith
 o

ne
 h

am
m

er
 a

ll 
da

y 
lo

ng
!”

 (a
 s

on
g 

w
e 

ha
d 

Sh
e 

tu
rn

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
ot

he
r c

hi
ld

 a
nd

 
le

ar
nt

 d
ur

in
g 

m
us

ic
 s

es
sio

ns
 t

o 
he

lp
 w

ith
 k

ee
pi

ng
 

sa
id

 “
lo

ok
, h

e’
s 

re
al

ly
 t

ire
d!

” 
th

e 
pu

lse
). 

5t
h  

O
ct

ob
er

 

Ea
rli

er
 in

 t
he

 d
ay

, “
Pe

ac
e 

at
 L

as
t 

ha
d 

be
en

 re
ad

 d
ur

in
g 

an
 

ad
ul

t 
le

d 
sh

ar
ed

 re
ad

in
g 

se
ss

io
n.

 M
 t

he
n 

ch
os

e 
to

 lo
ok

 a
t 

th
e 

bo
ok

 a
ga

in
 d

ur
in

g 
ch

ild
 in

iti
at

ed
, f

re
e 

flo
w

 t
im

e.
 

M
 w

as
 s

itt
in

g 
on

 a
 c

ha
ir,

 b
al

an
ci

ng
 t

he
 “

Pe
ac

e 
at

 L
as

t”
 b

ig
 

bo
ok

 a
ga

in
st

 h
er

 le
gs

. 
Sh

e 
ha

d 
tu

rn
ed

 t
he

 b
oo

k 
so

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
pi

ct
ur

es
 fa

ce
d 

an
ot

he
r c

hi
ld

 w
ho

 w
as

 s
itt

in
g 

on
 th

e 
flo

or
. 

M
 t

ur
ne

d 
th

e 
pa

ge
s,

 a
nd

 re
-t

ol
d 

th
e 

st
or

y 
fr

om
 t

he
 p

ic
tu

re
s 

to
 t

he
 o

th
er

 c
hi

ld
. 

M
: “

Dr
ip

, d
ro

p,
 d

rip
 d

ro
p…

th
en

 h
e 

w
en

t 
ou

ts
id

e…
he

 tr
ie

d 
to

 s
le

ep
 in

 t
he

 c
ar

!”
 

12
th

 O
ct

ob
er

 

In
te

ra
ct

iv
e 

w
hi

te
bo

ar
d 

Du
rin

g 
th

e 
af

te
rn

oo
n 

se
ss

io
n,

 M
 c

ho
se

 t
o 

us
e 

th
e 

IW
B 

(t
he

 a
ct

iv
ity

 h
ad

 
be

en
 u

se
d 

ea
rli

er
 in

 t
he

 d
ay

 a
s 

a 
w

ho
le

 c
la

ss
 

ph
on

ic
s 

ac
tiv

ity
). 

M
 “

pr
es

se
d 

th
e 

so
un

d 
bu

tt
on

s”
 t

o 
re

ad
 t

he
 C

VC
 w

or
ds

, s
ay

in
g 

“b
-a

-g
, b

ag
…

e-
g-

g,
 

eg
g…

b-
a-

t, 
ba

t”
. S

he
 t

he
n 

qu
ic

kl
y 

m
at

ch
ed

 t
he

 
pi

ct
ur

es
 to

 t
he

 w
or

ds
. 

20
th

 O
ct

ob
er

 

Bo
ok

 c
or

ne
r 

M
 h

ad
 a

 J
ol

ly
 P

ho
ni

cs
 b

oo
k 

op
en

 
on

 h
er

 k
ne

e.
 S

he
 w

as
 t

al
ki

ng
 t

o 
J.

 

M
 s

ai
d 

“I 
kn

ow
 w

ha
t 

al
l o

f t
he

se
 

sa
y:

 s
-i-

t, 
sit

, p
-a

-t
, p

at
, t

-i-
p,

 ti
p,

 
p-

a-
n,

 p
an

”.
 F

or
 e

ac
h 

w
or

d,
 s

he
 

po
in

te
d 

to
 le

tt
er

s 
in

 t
ur

n,
 le

ft
 to

 
rig

ht
, s

ay
in

g 
ea

ch
 le

tt
er

 s
ou

nd
, 

th
en

 b
le

nd
in

g 
th

em
 t

og
et

he
r. 

30
th

 N
ov

em
be

r 

Du
rin

g 
ad

ul
t 

le
d 

se
ss

io
ns

, t
he

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
ha

d 
re

ad
 a

nd
 re

-t
ol

d 
“W

e’
re

 G
oi

ng
 o

n 
a 

Be
ar

 H
un

t, 
us

in
g 

pi
ct

ur
e 

pr
om

pt
 c

ar
ds

 
an

d 
sm

al
l w

or
ld

 re
so

ur
ce

s.
 T

he
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

ha
d 

al
so

 p
re

vi
ou

sly
 

be
en

 s
ho

w
n 

ho
w 

to
 u

se
 th

e 
Ph

ot
os

to
ry

 p
ro

gr
am

m
e 

on
 

Ne
tb

oo
ks

 to
 s

eq
ue

nc
e 

pi
ct

ur
es

, a
dd

 v
oi

ce
 re

co
rd

in
gs

 a
nd

 
te

xt
 t

o 
re

-t
el

l s
to

rie
s.

 D
ur

in
g 

se
ss

io
n 

tim
e,

 t
he

 N
et

bo
ok

s 
w

er
e 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
fo

r c
hi

ld
re

n 
to

 c
ho

os
e 

to
 u

se
. A

n 
ad

ul
t 

w
as

 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

to
 s

up
po

rt
 if

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
, b

ut
 M

 w
or

ke
d 

in
de

pe
nd

en
tly

, t
al

kin
g 

to
 h

er
se

lf 
as

 s
he

 s
el

ec
te

d 
an

d 
cl

ic
ke

d 
to

 a
dd

 p
ic

tu
re

s:
 “

It’
s 

th
e 

gr
as

s 
fir

st
…

th
en

 it
’s

 th
e 

w
at

er
…

it’
s 

th
e 

m
ud

...
th

er
e 

w
e 

go
…

a 
sn

ow
st

or
m

…
an

d 
th

e 
be

ar
”.

 

Se
e 

at
ta

ch
m

en
t –

 M
’s

 B
ea

r H
un

t 
Ph

ot
os

to
ry

 

23
rd
 N

ov
em

be
r 

M
 a

nd
 B

 w
er

e 
pl

ay
in

g 
w

ith
 t

he
 “

W
ha

te
ve

r N
ex

t!”
 s

to
ry

 
pr

op
s.

 T
he

se
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

us
ed

 e
ar

lie
r i

n 
th

e 
w

ee
k 

du
rin

g 
ad

ul
t 

le
d 

ac
tiv

iti
es

. T
he

y 
ha

d 
th

en
 b

ee
n 

le
ft

 fo
r c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 u

se
 in

 
th

ei
r s

el
f-i

ni
tia

te
d 

ac
tiv

iti
es

. M
 a

nd
 B

 to
ld

 t
he

 s
to

ry
, a

ct
in

g 
it 

ou
t 

w
ith

 t
he

 p
ro

ps
. M

 s
ai

d 
“n

o,
 w

e 
ha

ve
n’

t 
do

ne
 th

e 
ot

he
r b

its
 y

et
…

sp
ac

e 
bo

ot
s 

on
…

he
lm

et
 o

n…
an

d 
th

en
 

w
ho

os
h…

on
 t

he
 m

oo
n!

” 
w

he
n 

B 
tr

ie
d 

to
 m

ov
e 

th
e 

st
or

y 
on

 
to

o 
qu

ic
kly

! 

23
rd
 N

ov
em

be
r 

Th
e 

st
or

y 
pr

op
s 

an
d 

pr
om

t 
ca

rd
s 

fo
r “

W
ha

te
ve

r N
ex

t!”
 h

ad
 

be
en

 u
se

d 
ea

rli
er

 in
 t

he
 w

ee
k 

du
rin

g 
ad

ul
t 

le
d 

ac
tiv

iti
es

. 
Th

ey
 h

ad
 t

he
n 

be
en

 le
ft

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
fo

r c
hi

ld
re

n 
to

 u
se

 in
 c

hi
ld

 
in

iti
at

ed
 p

la
y.

 M
 p

ic
ke

d 
up

 t
he

 s
to

ry
 p

ro
m

pt
 c

ar
ds

. S
he

 
lo

ok
ed

 a
t 

on
e 

of
 t

he
 c

ar
ds

 a
nd

 p
oi

nt
ed

 t
o 

th
e 

w
or

d 
pr

in
te

d 
on

 it
. S

he
 p

oi
nt

ed
 t

o 
ea

ch
 le

tt
er

 in
 t

he
 w

or
d 

an
d 

sa
id

 “
b-

u -
m

-p
, b

um
p!

” 
Sh

e 
lo

ok
ed

 a
t 

an
ot

he
r c

ar
d 

an
d 

ag
ai

n 
po

in
te

d 
to

 e
ac

h 
le

tt
er

 in
 t

ur
n,

 s
ay

in
g 

“m
-o

o-
n,

 m
oo

n!
”.

 S
he

 lo
ok

ed
 

at
 a

 t
hi

rd
 c

ar
d 

– 
“C

-a
-n

, c
an

 I 
go

 t
o 

th
e 

m
-o

o-
n,

 m
oo

n,
 c

an
 I 

go
 t

o 
th

e 
m

oo
n?

” 
Sh

e 
re

pe
at

ed
 t

hi
s 

se
nt

en
ce

 a
ga

in
, u

sin
g 

a 
“B

ab
y 

Be
ar

 v
oi

ce
”.

 

No
te

s 
fr

om
 M

’s
 p

ar
en

t, 
w

rit
te

n 
in

 h
om

e-
sc

ho
ol

 li
nk

 b
oo

k 

10
th
 O

ct
ob

er
: “

M
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

ve
ry

 p
ro

ud
 o

f h
er

se
lf 

so
un

di
ng

 
ou

t 
CV

C 
w

or
ds

 –
 w

e 
ar

e 
ve

ry
 p

ro
ud

 o
f h

er
 t

oo
!”

 

12
th
 O

ct
ob

er
: “

To
ni

gh
t 

M
 ju

st
 w

an
te

d 
to

 lo
ok

 a
t 

Jo
lly

 
Ph

on
ic

s 
bo

ok
s 

an
d 

bu
ild

 w
or

ds
. S

he
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

sin
gi

ng
 y

ou
r 

bl
en

di
ng

 s
on

g 
to

o!
” 

31
st
 O

ct
ob

er
: “

Sh
e 

is 
a 

st
ar

! S
he

 re
ad

s 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

 a
nd

 
an

yt
hi

ng
 s

he
 c

an
 –

 w
e 

ca
ll 

he
r a

 s
pe

llin
g 

m
ac

hi
ne

!”
 

3r
d  N

ov
em

be
r: 

“M
’s

 re
ad

in
g 

is 
ju

st
 g

et
tin

g 
be

tt
er

 a
nd

 b
et

te
r 

al
l t

he
 t

im
e.

 S
he

 is
 s

o 
co

nf
id

en
t 

to
 h

av
e 

a 
go

 a
t 

re
ad

in
g 

al
l 

th
e 

w
or

ds
 in

 h
er

 re
ad

in
g 

bo
ok

.”
 


