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EYFS Profile exemplification 
Learning journey 

Literacy 

ELG10 – Writing 

Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways 
which match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular 
common words. They write sentences which can be read by 
themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and 
others are phonetically plausible. 

Explanatory notes 

The child writes for a range of purposes in meaningful contexts. The child’s writing 
may include features of different forms such as stories, lists, labels, captions, recipes, 
instructions and letters. The child’s writing is phonetically plausible when he or she 
writes simple regular words and particularly when he or she attempts to write more 
complex words. The child and others can read and make sense of the text. 



 
 

 
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

      
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

28
th

 S
ep

te
m

be
r 

W
rit

in
g 

ar
ea

 –
 g

ra
ve

l t
ra

ys
 (c

hi
ld

 in
iti

at
ed

) 
M

 u
se

d 
he

r r
ig

ht
 h

an
d 

in
de

x 
fin

ge
r i

n 
th

e 
gr

av
el

 tr
ay

. S
he

 s
aid

 “
I c

an
 

wr
ite

 th
e 

a 
in

 m
y 

na
m

e 
pr

op
er

ly
 n

ow
. Y

ou
 h

av
e 

to
 g

o 
all

 th
e 

wa
y 

ro
un

d,
 u

p,
 d

ow
n 

an
d 

a 
lit

tle
 fl

ic
k!

” 
As

 s
he

 ta
lke

d 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 s
he

 fo
rm

ed
 t

he
 le

tt
er

 a
 c

or
re

ct
ly

 in
 th

e 
gr

av
el

. 

31
st

 O
ct

ob
er

 
Ou

ts
id

e 
– 

ch
ild

 in
iti

at
ed

 
M

 s
aid

, “
ca

n 
I p

lay
 w

ith
 th

e 
ch

alk
?”

 S
he

 
to

ok
 a

 p
ie

ce
 a

nd
 b

eg
an

 to
 w

rit
e 

le
tt

er
s.

 
Sh

e 
sa

id
, “

I c
an

 w
rit

e 
m

y 
se

co
nd

 n
am

e 
no

w.
” 

Sh
e 

sa
id

 e
ac

h 
of

 th
e 

le
tt

er
 s

ou
nd

s 
in

 tu
rn

 a
s 

sh
e 

wr
ot

e 
he

r n
am

e 
on

 th
e 

flo
or

. S
he

 fo
rm

ed
 a

ll 
of

 th
e 

le
tt

er
s 

in
 h

er
 

se
co

nd
 n

am
e 

co
rr

ec
tly

. 

3rd
 F

eb
ru

ar
y 

W
rit

in
g 

ar
ea

 –
 c

hi
ld

 in
iti

at
ed

 

M
 w

as
 p

lay
in

g 
wi

th
 tw

o 
ot

he
r c

hi
ld

re
n 

(B
 a

nd
 E

). 
M

 w
as

 c
ar

ry
in

g 
a 

cl
ip

bo
ar

d 
an

d 
pe

n.
 

M
: “

we
’re

 p
lay

in
g 

Pi
zz

a 
Hu

t. 
I’m

 ta
kin

g 
th

e 
or

de
r.”

 

B:
 “

a 
sp

ic
y 

on
e”

 M
 w

ro
te

 
sp

iy
se

e.
 E

: “
ch

ic
ke

n”
 M

 w
ro

te
 c

hi
c.

 

E:
 “

a 
ho

t o
ne

”.
 M

 w
ro

te
 h

ot
. 

B:
 “

ca
n 

I h
av

e 
a 

m
ea

t p
izz

a?
”.

 M
 w

ro
te

 m
ee

t. 

25
th
 F

eb
ru

ar
y 

W
rit

in
g 

ar
ea

 –
 c

hi
ld

 in
iti

at
ed

 

M
 w

as
 p

la
yi

ng
 w

ith
 B

, u
sin

g 
th

e 
Be

eb
ot

 –
 p

ro
gr

am
m

in
g 

th
e 

to
y 

to
 m

ov
e 

an
d 

st
op

 o
n 

pi
ct

ur
e 

ca
rd

s.
 W

he
n 

th
e 

to
y 

st
op

pe
d,

 t
he

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
sa

id
 w

or
ds

 a
nd

 c
ap

tio
ns

 t
o 

on
e 

an
ot

he
r, 

an
d 

M
 w

ro
te

 t
he

m
 d

ow
n.

 T
hi

s 
ha

d 
pr

ev
io

us
ly

 b
ee

n 
an

 a
du

lt 
le

d 
ph

on
ic

s 
ac

tiv
ity

, w
hi

ch
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

le
ft

 fo
r 

ch
ild

re
n 

to
 a

cc
es

s 
du

rin
g 

th
ei

r c
hi

ld
-in

iti
at

ed
 p

la
y.

 

13
th
 J

un
e 

W
rit

in
g 

ar
ea

 –
 c

hi
ld

 in
iti

at
ed

 

M
 s

pe
nt

 m
os

t 
of

 t
he

 m
or

ni
ng

 s
es

sio
n 

in
 t

he
 w

rit
in

g 
ar

ea
! 

Sh
e 

br
ou

gh
t 

he
r w

rit
in

g 
to

 m
e 

an
d 

sa
id

, “
Th

is 
is 

w
ha

t 
I d

id
 a

t 
th

e 
w

ee
ke

nd
!”

 

Sh
e 

di
d 

no
t 

ha
ve

 to
 t

el
l m

e 
w

ha
t 

sh
e 

ha
d 

w
rit

te
n 

as
 I 

co
ul

d 
re

ad
 it

 
al

l w
ith

ou
t 

m
ed

ia
tio

n!
 

17
th
 N

ov
em

be
r 

In
te

ra
ct

iv
e 

w
hi

te
bo

ar
d 

– 
ch

ild
 in

iti
at

ed
 

Th
e 

ac
tiv

ity
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

us
ed

 d
ur

in
g 

a 
ph

on
ic

s 
se

ss
io

n,
 b

ut
 

ha
d 

be
en

 le
ft

 o
n 

th
e 

in
te

ra
ct

iv
e 

w
hi

te
bo

ar
d 

fo
r c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 

ac
ce

ss
 in

de
pe

nd
en

tly
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
af

te
rn

oo
n.

 E
ac

h 
sc

re
en

 
sh

ow
ed

 a
 p

ic
tu

re
 o

f a
 C

VC
 o

bj
ec

t, 
an

d 
ha

d 
a 

ra
ng

e 
of

 
le

tt
er

s 
fo

r c
hi

ld
re

n 
to

 d
ra

g 
an

d 
dr

op
 o

nt
o 

a 
ph

on
em

e 
fr

am
e.

 M
 lo

ok
ed

 a
t 

th
e 

fir
st

 p
ic

tu
re

 a
nd

 s
ai

d,
 “

ha
t, 

h-
a-

t”
. 

Sh
e 

dr
ag

ge
d 

ea
ch

 le
tt

er
 in

 o
rd

er
 o

nt
o 

th
e 

fr
am

e 
to

 s
pe

ll 
th

e 
w

or
d.

 S
he

 re
pe

at
ed

 t
hi

s 
w

ith
 “

pi
g”

 a
nd

 “
ca

t”
 –

 o
ra

lly
 

se
gm

en
tin

g 
th

e 
w

or
d 

be
fo

re
 d

ra
gg

in
g 

an
d 

dr
op

pi
ng

 t
he

 
m

at
ch

in
g 

le
tt

er
s.

 

5t
h  J

an
ua

ry
 

W
rit

in
g 

ar
ea

 –
 c

hi
ld

 in
iti

at
ed

 

M
 b

ro
ug

ht
 s

om
e 

w
rit

in
g 

to
 s

ho
w

 m
e.

 S
he

 s
ai

d,
 

“T
hi

s 
is 

w
ha

t 
I g

ot
 fo

r C
hr

ist
m

as
. I

 g
ot

 a
 d

ol
l f

or
 

Ch
ris

tm
as

.”
 

5t
h  D

ec
em

be
r 

Ou
ts

id
e 

– 
ch

ild
 in

iti
at

ed
 

M
 p

ic
ke

d 
up

 s
om

e 
ch

al
k 

an
d 

be
ga

n 
to

 d
ra

w
. S

he
 

sa
id

 “
I’m

 d
ra

w
in

g 
yo

u!
” 

Sh
e 

co
nt

in
ue

d 
to

 d
ra

w
, 

th
en

 s
ai

d 
“I 

ca
n 

w
rit

e 
yo

ur
 n

am
e 

– 
m

iss
, 

m
-i-

ss
” 

(s
he

 o
ra

lly
 s

eg
m

en
te

d)
. S

he
 w

ro
te

 m
is 

un
de

rn
ea

th
 h

er
 p

ic
tu

re
. S

he
 d

re
w

 a
 s

ec
on

d 
pi

ct
ur

e 
an

d 
sa

id
 “

Th
is

 is
 J

ac
ob

. I
 c

an
 w

rit
e 

Ja
co

b.
 

J-
ai

-c
-u

-b
” 

(s
he

 o
ra

lly
 s

eg
m

en
te

d)
. S

he
 w

ro
te

 
Ja

ku
B 

un
de

r h
er

 p
ic

tu
re

. I
 a

sk
ed

 if
 s

he
 c

ou
ld

 w
rit

e 
an

yt
hi

ng
 e

lse
: I

 s
ai

d 
so

m
e 

CV
C 

w
or

ds
, 

M
 o

ra
lly

 
se

gm
en

te
d 

th
es

e 
an

d 
w

ro
te

 t
he

m
 w

ith
 t

he
 c

ha
lk

. 
Sh

e 
th

en
 a

lso
 w

ro
te

” 
th

e”
 a

nd
 “

no
” 

on
 t

he
 fl

oo
r. 

M
ay

 a
nd

 J
un

e 

W
rit

in
g 

ar
ea

 –
 c

hi
ld

 in
iti

at
ed

 

M
 w

as
 e

xt
re

m
el

y 
ex

ci
te

d 
ab

ou
t 

he
r n

ew
 ra

bb
it!

 S
he

 b
ro

ug
ht

 
ph

ot
os

 in
 to

 s
ho

w
 to

 th
e 

cl
as

s,
 a

nd
 d

ur
in

g 
th

is 
tim

e 
of

te
n 

ch
os

e 
to

 d
ra

w
 p

ic
tu

re
s 

of
 h

er
 ra

bb
it.

 O
n 

se
ve

ra
l o

cc
as

io
ns

, 
sh

e 
al

so
 a

dd
ed

 s
en

te
nc

es
 t

o 
he

r p
ic

tu
re

s.
 

5th
 A

pr
il 

W
rit

in
g 

ar
ea

 –
 c

hi
ld

 in
iti

at
ed

 

As
 p

ar
t o

f a
du

lt 
le

d 
ac

tiv
iti

es
 e

ar
lie

r i
n 

th
e 

we
ek

, t
he

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
ha

d 
lo

ok
ed

 a
t a

nd
 

in
ve

st
ig

at
ed

 “
sp

rin
g 

ob
je

ct
s”

, h
ad

 d
es

cr
ib

ed
 

wh
at

 th
ey

 c
ou

ld
 s

ee
 in

 “
sp

rin
g 

pi
ct

ur
es

” 
an

d 
ha

d 
w

rit
te

n 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

wi
th

 s
up

po
rt

. B
lan

k 
wr

iti
ng

 fr
am

es
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

le
ft

 fo
r c

hi
ld

re
n 

to
 

us
e 

in
 th

ei
r c

hi
ld

-i
ni

tia
te

d 
ac

tiv
iti

es
. 

M
 s

aid
, 

“I’
ve

 w
rit

te
n 

I c
an

 s
ee

 s
om

e 
bl

os
so

m
 tr

ee
s 

gr
ow

in
g 

in
 th

e 
gr

as
s 

an
d 

I c
an

 s
ee

 s
om

e 
da

isi
es

 g
ro

wi
ng

.”
 

W
R

IT
IN

G
 

C
hi

ld
re

n 
us

e 
th

ei
r 

ph
on

ic
 k

no
w

le
dg

e 
to

 w
rit

e 
w

or
ds

 in
 w

ay
s 

w
hi

ch
 

m
at

ch
 th

ei
r 

sp
ok

en
 s

ou
nd

s.
 T

he
y 

al
so

 w
rit

e 
so

m
e 

irr
eg

ul
ar

 c
om

m
on

 
w

or
ds

. T
he

y 
w

rit
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
w

hi
ch

 c
an

 b
e 

re
ad

 b
y 

th
em

se
lv

es
 a

nd
 

ot
he

rs
. S

om
e 

w
or

ds
 a

re
 s

pe
lt 

co
rr

ec
tly

 a
nd

 o
th

er
s 

ar
e 

ph
on

et
ic

al
ly

 
pl

au
si

bl
e.

 

25
th

 F
eb

ru
ar

y 

W
rit

in
g 

ar
ea

 –
 c

hi
ld

 in
iti

at
ed

 

M
 re

tu
rn

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
cl

as
sr

oo
m

 fr
om

 h
er

 p
ho

ni
cs

 g
ro

up
. S

he
 w

en
t i

nt
o 

th
e 

wr
iti

ng
 a

re
a 

an
d 

se
le

ct
ed

 p
ap

er
 a

nd
 a

 p
en

. S
he

 s
aid

, “
I c

an
 w

rit
e 

ca
pt

io
ns

 a
nd

 s
en

te
nc

es
!”

 
Sh

e 
ap

pe
ar

ed
 t

o 
“m

ak
e 

pi
ct

ur
es

 
in

 h
er

 h
ea

d”
, t

he
n 

wr
ot

e 
se

nt
en

ce
s 

to
 m

at
ch

, o
ra

lly
 

se
gm

en
tin

g 
wo

rd
s 

an
d 

sa
yi

ng
 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
to

 h
er

se
lf 

as
 s

he
 

wr
ot

e 
th

em
 d

ow
n.

 


