Safeguarding Children Policy 
As a registered childminder, I work to the Tower Hamlets Local Safeguarding Children’s Board (LSCB) procedure to take the necessary steps to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.
In the event that I do have an assistant working with me, I will ensure that I have all of the necessary requirements in place.

· Assistant to have the Disclosure & Barring Certificate in place.
· Assistant to have attended a full 12 hour Paediatric First Aid Training course and a current Certificate for this.

· Assistants to have been informed of procedures for dealing with concerns of any children in our care. 
· Assistants are not allowed to take photos or use their phones when with the children
If I have concerns

If at any times I have concerns of the welfare of a child I will contact the Children’s Social Care Advice and Assessment Team.  Concerns will normally firstly, be discussed with the parent, however, in some cases the childminder may go straight to Children’s Social Care Advice and Assessment Team.

If allegations are made against myself or those on my premises

If at any time any allegation from a parent or child is made against myself, an assistant or a member of my family, I will immediately inform Ofsted on 0300123 1231, and LADO – Local Authority Designated Officer, Verlyn Munro 0207 364 0677; police Child Abuse Investigation Team 020 8217 6484 or 999 in an emergency. 
Using Mobile phones and cameras

I will only take photos of children in my care for the purpose of showing parents and Ofsted the play learning and development that is taking place with their child. 
Any Visitors are asked not to use their phones when on my premises. I would not allow them to take photos at any time.

Whistle Blowing
As a Registered Childminder I am responsible and required at all times to report any concerns regarding any child protection issues for safeguarding and the welfare of all children. I will immediately report concerns regarding any parent/Assistant/other childminder to Ofsted, the Police and the Local Safeguarding Team as appropriate on the above numbers. 
Prevent Duty
I will ensure that I protect children and comply with the Prevent duty guidance section 26 of the Counter Terrorism and Security Act 2015, and its aim to protect children from radicalisation, extremism and being drawn into terrorism.  This means that I will have due regard to prevent children from those risks by observing them and by promoting British Values through modelling good practice and offering activities and resources to uphold these values.
Any concerns in regards to radicalisation and extremism will be treated as any other safeguarding concern and the same policy and procedure will be upheld.
Safeguarding information would be kept confidential at all times, only shared with those who need to know in order to safeguard the children.

Safeguarding Children’s Procedure
1. If I have a concern I will, where appropriate speak to the parent first, I would then contact the Social Care Team. If required I would seek emergency medical treatment.
2. If I feel that a child is in immediate danger or threat of danger, I will contact the Police immediately.

3. I will record my concerns and any discussion with the parent or others involved in my child protection log book.  The report will be dated and signed by myself and a copy sent to Children Social Care immediately. 

4. I will contact the Children’s Social Care and Assessment Team on Tel 0207 364 5006 / Out of hours emergency duty team on 0207 364 4079/Police on 0208 217 6484 and I will follow their advice. 
5. I will then inform Ofsted of my concerns on telephone number 03001231231
I will keep clear written records of all actions taken and advice given to me.

Child Protection Log Book
The child protection log book should contain the following information as appropriate.

· The child’s name
· A full description of the incident (s) or cause (s) for concern
· Discussions with parent/carer

· Action taken

· The dates and times of incident

· Date and time reported to Social Services

· Date and time of written report
· Signature of person reporting

FEMALE GENITAL MUTILIATION (FGM)

· FGM is considered a grave violation of the rights of girls and women, and 

· It is an offence in England under the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003, and it is child abuse.  

· If I have concerns about a child in my care, I am legally responsible to report this to a child protection advisor.  

· Advice can also be found at www.fco.gov.uk/fgm.  

· These concerns will be treated the same as any other suspected child abuse concerns.
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