Holiday Childcare Scheme

The Tower Hamlets Holiday
Childcare Scheme is Ofsted
registered and provides
childcare for children aged
three to 13-years-old. The
holiday provision takes place
in Tower Hamlets schools
and operates during the
school holidays (excluding the
Christmas break).

August 2020

Don’t miss out
book a place
at our October
scheme!

Summer holiday childcare
scheme took place at St
Matthias Primary School
between Monday 27 July and
Friday 21 August (inclusive).
We followed Department for
Education advice and put in
place stringent health and
safety measures to make our
summer scheme Covid-19
secure.
A number of places were
provided for children
with children with special
educational needs and
disabilities (SEND) and
vulnerable referrals from
children’s social care, schools
and other partner agencies.

Active travel
The holiday childcare
scheme promotes antiidling. We promote active
travel such as walking,
cycling or scooting to the
scheme. Staff and children
are sharing key messages
with parents/carers to raise
awareness of pollution in our borough and the action we can
take as a community.
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The Holiday Childcare Team is part of the Parent and Family Support Service.
For more information, to leave feedback or to book places visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/hcs
Parents/carers who use the scheme are encouraged to give ongoing feedback.

Look at all the different
schools where children
booked from:
School

No of children

School

No of children

Allen Gardens

2

Old Church Nursery School

2

Blue Gate Fields

8

Old Ford School

1

Bonner Primary School

8

Olga Primary School

25

Canary Wharf College

2

Osmani Primary School

1

Childrens House Nursery School

1

1

Chisenhale Primary School

9

Our Lady and St Joseph’s Primary
School

Christ Church CofE School

2

Out of Borough

3

Clara Grant Primary School

3

Phoenix

2

Columbia Primary School

3

Solebay Primary – A Paradigm
Academy

2

Cubitt Town Infants’ School

2

St Agnes RC Primary School

1

Culloden Primary - A Paradigm
Academy

3

St Anne's Catholic Primary School

7

Cyril Jackson Primary School

2

St John’s Church of England
Primary School

2

Elizabeth Selby

1

St Mary and St Michael Primary
School

5

St Paul with St Luke CofE Primary
School

3

St Paul’s Way Trust School

2

English Martyrs Roman Catholic
Primary School

5

Globe Primary School

4

Green Gables Montessori Primary
School

1

Guardian Angels Roman Catholic
Primary School

4

Iqra Preschool at Frostic Walk

1

Lansbury Lawrence Primary
School

1

Lawdale Primary School

1

Malmesbury Primary School

2

Morpeth School

1

St Paul’s Whitechapel CofE Primary
3
School
St Peter’s London Docks CofE
Primary School

5

Swanlea School

1

Wellington Primary School

1

William Davis Primary School

2

Unknown

51

Early Years

The children have been
enjoying activities surrounding
the theme Once Upon a Time.
The children created forts and
castles for their fairy tale story.
Children took part in several
arts and crafts activities such
as learning to sow their own
cushion and creating pillows
from sleeping beauty. Botley the
robot our newest addition to the
scheme was enjoyed as part of
a technology session. Children
also took part in an interactive
imaginary story telling
workshop. Outside children took
part in a variety of activities such as athletics and javelin. This
summer the children’s favourite activity was hide and seek.

Main Scheme and Teen Space

This summer the theme for main
scheme was Castles, Dragons,
Kings and Queens. Children
made their own kingdoms and
took part in role play activities.
Our recently expanded library
of books was enjoyed by many
children. Staff reinvented games
such as rounders with a twist
whereby children sit on chairs
and throw the ball to each
other to get kicked out. Bench
ball was another firm favourite
amongst the children. Some
children enjoyed the more
focused activities such as chess
with great concentration during the games. As always, our arts and crafts room was very popular
with children learning how to sow as they made hand puppets. Virtual trips were a success with
children exploring places such as The Eiffel Tower, Disney World, The Planet Mars and other
exciting places. Finally, our Playday event was a special day for children with children enjoying our
sports day and virtual workshops.

Playday

I thought
the playday was
really fun and we
need to do it
more often.
Eva (child)

On Wednesday 5 August, the Holiday Childcare Scheme
joined children and adults across the UK to celebrate Playday
2020. This year Playday, an annual celebration which started in
1987, was themed around ‘every day freedoms and every day
adventures’.
Children took part in sporting activities before being awarded
medals and trophies for their success. Games included
scooter races, egg and spoon, and a balancing game
that involved walking with a beanbag on your head.
Sonny loved
the water
There were also workshops organised by students
balloon race
visitors from the HEC Global Learning Centre. Children especially because
their own raps, learnt some Spanish and Italian, and
his team won!
drew dinosaurs on adventures.
Andy (parent)
The event was attended by the Tower Hamlets Director
of Children and Culture, James Thomas (pictured
below handing out medals and trophies); the Divisional
Director of Education and Partnerships, Christine McInnes;
Head of Parent and Family Support Service, Jill McGinley; and,
Councillor Danny Hassell, Cabinet Member for Children and
Families.

Because we
have never done a
playday before it was
a really enjoyable
experience and would
and it to be on again.
love
wrote
Esther (child)

James Thomas, Corporate Director, Children and Culture
said: “What a great day! The highlight of my week, seeing so
many children playing and enjoying themselves. Great work
by the whole team involved to provide opportunities for play
during summer, so a big thank you to all of them.”
It was wonderful
to see all the kids (I
was watching from
outside the gates) out
together doing lots of team
sports and showing their
cooperation especially
between year groups.
Ben (parent)

The children had an
exciting interactive day.
There were lots of fun sports.
All the children took part in the
activities. The children with additional
needs were included in all area of
activities. Some of the activities were
altered to suit their particular needs. The
weather was really good and wasn’t too
hot for the children. All of the children
were laughing and smiling which
was amazing to see.
Patricia Special Educational
Needs Co-Ordinator
(SENCO)

Students

The holiday childcare scheme has been hosting
student and volunteer placements since February
2020 with virtual placements starting in April 2020
as we adapted our offer in response to Covid-19,
offering either an admin or childcare placement, or a
blended placement, involving both. All students and
volunteers go through a thorough induction process
which includes safeguarding, GDPR and accessibility
training.
To date those on placements have organised and
delivered workshops to children both face-to-face
and more recently, remotely. We have received
student feedback. Highlights include supporting
the team in planning an exciting Playday event, and
much more, including: producing a comprehensive
training programme, collating evidence portfolios for
accreditation and marketing the scheme to the wider
community.
Lance Lathino, Holiday Childcare Team Manager
said: “Our experience of hosting placement students
has been hugely positive. We provide transferable
skills which support students and volunteers in
preparing for employment. We greatly value their
fresh perspective and new ideas, which help us to
improve our service to children and families.”
Interested students and volunteers from Tower
Hamlets should contact Lance Lathino, Holiday
Childcare Team Manager via lance.lathino@
towerhamlets.gov.uk to learn more about applying.
Find out more about the Holiday Childcare
Scheme here.

Workshops
Children at the scheme took part in an idling
action video protest challenge with Natalie Curd
from Idling Action London. Children learnt about
pollution, how it affects us and where it comes
from. The workshop challenged children to create
their own video to target car pollution, particularly
idling. We will share the videos once available.
Thanks to Erasmus+ funding, and as part of HEC’s
Sankofa Storytelling Project, HEC Global Learning
Centre were able to offer the children at the holiday
childcare scheme storytelling workshops based on
identity and migration.
The workshops were developed using the project’s
videos resources created by partners across
three countries in Europe to combine traditional
storytelling techniques with digital technologies to
explore local and global themes.
The team from HEC Global Learning Centre will be
back for our next scheme!

Virtual trips
The children at the
scheme took part in
numerous virtual trips.
There was no clear
favourite trip and some at
the top of the list include;
8
8
8
8

Disney World Tour
Natural History Museum
Animal Watch
The Eiffel Tower

“I really enjoyed
the zoo trip as I
have never
thought of doing
a trip virtually.”
Jasmin, child

Staff Profiles
Kaffo

What is the best thing about
working in the holiday
childcare team?
Seeing children really
enjoying themselves.
What is your favourite
activity at the scheme?
I really enjoy the hall games and I
also enjoy art projects where I lead on
activities.
Tell us an interesting fact about yourself?
Over the years I have worked in more than 50
different schools for playschemes.

Nargis
What is the best thing
about working in the
holiday childcare team?
The best thing about is how
all the staff support each
other and are friendly. We
work well together to provide the
children with fun and safe environment.
What is your favourite activity at the scheme?
I really enjoy watching children express their thoughts
and feelings with arts and crafts. Its wonderful to see
their imagination when they create something. I also
enjoy the construction activities where the children
create structures.
Tell us an interesting fact about yourself?
I really enjoy travelling and in the last couple of years
I have seen amazing attractions like the Burj Khalifa in
Dubai, Princess island in Turkey and Ka`bah in Saudi
Arabia and I even went on a hike through Paradise
Valley in Morocco.

Brenda
What is the best thing
about working in the
holiday childcare team?
I love being with the
children as a 1:1 worker.
When the child I am working
with does something that we
have been working on and we get a good
result, it makes me very happy.
What is your favourite activity at the scheme?
I am very flexible when it comes to activities as I am
an all-rounder. I love traditional hall games.
Tell us an interesting fact about yourself?
I am a very sociable person. I love going to meet up
with friends going to galleries and museums. I also
like reading and being able to go out to nice places
to eat.

Inclusive Resources
The holiday childcare team has purchased
additional books for our library to expand the
collection of inclusive books we have to reflect
modern society. Books include stories about
different families, challenging gender stereotypes,
children from Black, Asian and minority ethnic
(BAME) backgrounds, children who are migrants
and children with disabilities. We will be expanding
further this collection over the coming months to
include a wider range of inclusive books.

Celebrations (Awards)
Early Years

Shania aged 5: amazing
kindness to others.

Jayden aged 5: his
Lena aged 4: being so
fantastic building build with polite and using her
large bricks.
manners.

Joan aged 5: always
helping during lunchtime.

Tobias aged 4: playing with Raphael aged 4: fantastic
other children and making behaviour and always
them feel welcome.
being kind.

Sylvie aged 4: her
imaginative role play.
Jeniffer aged 9: her great
football skills.
Fola aged 4: always being
an excellent role model.
Emma aged 4: having great
manners.
Molly aged 4: fantastic
listening and sharing toys.
Lorenzo aged 5: always
being kind to others.
Kyla aged 4: not giving up
whilst playing basketball.
Cloudagh aged 4: amazing
balancing during activity
time.
Dalia aged 5: being
creative and making a
carriage.

Main Scheme and Teen Space
Lucas aged 7: creating a
sword for his kingdom.
Anouk aged 7: making
characters for her lollypop
army.
Jeanre aged 9: his amazing
shield and sword made
from cardboard.
Aya aged 8: helping others Amelia aged 10: her
Gruia aged 6: taking part in Sabastian aged 7: being
and sharing ideas in the
participation in the Dino Art the virtual trip and drawing a good friend to another
workshop.
virtual workshop.
a migrant.
child at lunchtime.
Eddie aged 6: creating a
migrant from a person cut
out.
Freya aged 6: creating her
very own puppet theatre.
Spencer aged 6: great
artwork when learning
about Stonehenge in the
Johnathan aged 7: sharing Benjamin aged 8: staying Esther aged 10: her lovely virtual tour.
Isaac aged 9: his amazing
great ideas and making an focused on an activity and singing in her group
castle made and sharing
amazing castle from junk
for his amazing spit pin
activity.
ideas with his partner.
modelling.
dragon.
Arthur aged 6: his amazing
house he built using
cardboard

Feedback we have received

Parents/Carers

(21 parents/carers gave
feedback) representing a
response rate of 17%
8

8
8

8
8

8

8

100% stated they felt
their child was safe at the
scheme
100% stated they would
you use the scheme again
95% stated they felt the
scheme was inclusive of
all children
100% rated our staff as
very good or good
95% rated the information
we shared during the
scheme as very good or
good
95% rated us for resolving
queries as very good or
good
95% rated our activities as
very good or good
“Always polite
and helpful you never see
them without a
smile.”
Parent/carer

Children

(112 children gave feedback)
representing a response rate
of 63%
86% rated our staff as very
good or good
8 78% rated the choice of
activities as very good or
good
8

We asked the children what
activities would you like to see
at the scheme:
8
8
8
8
8
8

Video games
Movie time
Hockey and Basketball
More bikes for older children
LEGO
Being able to play on the
climbing frame

At our next scheme we will
implement as many of these as
possible within the limitations of
Covid-19.

At our next scheme we want at
least 85% of children to say yes!

We asked the children what
do you think would make the
holiday childcare scheme
more fun?
“A cat, everyone
would love it”
“Go to the
Queen’s house”
Queen Elizabeth II
if you are reading
this and would
like to invite us
to your home
please let us
know. We love
tea and cake.
Our staff took part in daily briefings
to enhance their personal
development. Staff Feedback is
currently being collated.

We asked the children would they
want to come back to the holiday
childcare scheme:

75% said yes
8 15% said no
8

Special Thanks
The holiday childcare scheme
worked in partnership with The
Felix Project and Community
Food Enterprise to offer support
to families at the scheme
through providing free food for
parents/carers to take home.
Multiple deliveries take place

each week and families can help
themselves to any items they
would like. We would like to
extend our thanks to both The
Felix Project and Community
Food Enterprise for supporting
our families. We look forward to
growing our partnership further
to support families in Tower
Hamlets.

