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NOTES QN T%ﬂlS RESQURCE S INTENTION AND USE

I' This resource is designed to raise awareness of

THE BOROUGH'S RADICAL HERITAGE.

' It celebrates the people who have worked hard to make

THE BORQUGH A SAFER, MORE WELCOMING
AND EQUAL PLACE TQO LIVE, WORK AND PLAY.

1t pays respect to

THE PEOPLE WHO CONTINUVE TO
LEAD QUR COMMUNITIES TOWARD
A MORE EQUAL FUTURE

It reaches out to

| EUTURE ACTIVISTS AND LEADERS
& CURRENT THINKERS & DREAMERS.

® It aims to inspire. It shares the radical actions
| of previous generations so that we can

BUILD A BRAVE NEW FUTURE
OF EQUALITY & RESPECT.

A future that will be led by the young people of today.

It is dedicated to

THE MEMORY OF ALTAB ALI

whose murder in 1978 mobilised the Bengali community
and changed the face of race relations in the borough.



‘The resource is divided into
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* Mission One: Design a Tour 18

EQUALITY ACTIVISTS 19

Who are the people who have stood up or
fought for your civil liberties?

Who has worked to make this borough a safer
and more equal place?

What can we learn from their ideas and actions?

Dan Jones 22

Julie Begum 26

David Rosenberg 30

Rafique Ullah 34

Farrukh Dhondy 38
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* Mission Three:

Design a Campaign for Equality 43
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each followed by one or more

LEARNING MISSIONS.

.

You may choose to engage
with one or more of them.

COLLECTIVE ACTION

What happens when people come together, with a
shared goal, to effect changes in their communities?

46

How do people connect, across difference to realise a shared

ambition?
1936 - Battle of Cable Street
1978 - Rock Against Racism

1978 - Protests following the murder of Altab Ali

1993 - The Revolt of The Isle of Dogs
2011 - Anti-Racist Rally
e Mission Four: Add an entry to the timeline
* Mission Five: Create a ‘live’ news report

POLITICS AND POWER

What power do you have to effect changes in
your community?

Who makes decisions on your behalf about
how things are run?

Do the people who make decisions represent
the communities they are elected by?
Community Organising:

Grass Roots Power in Tower Hamlets

Political Representation:
The Battle for Local Democracy

e Mission Six: Debate
e Mission Seven: The Brexit Collection
e Mission Eight: Power & Equalities Mural
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consideration young people aged 19 or under.




e % 'X. Tower Hamlets is home to the

LARGEST BANGLADESHI POPULATION |

in the country, making up 324
of the population of the borough.

+ 43? of the people currently living in Tower Hamlets
/0

were born outside the UK.

Residents born in Bangladesh are the

SINGLE BIGGEST MIGRANT GROUP,

but the largest population growth in recent years was among

EURGPEAN UMION NATIONALS.
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in London.
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https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Strategy-and-performance/Tower_Hamlets_Plan_2018_23_FINAL.pdf
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Strategy-and-performance/Tower_Hamlets_Plan_2018_23_FINAL.pdf
http://www.publicspirit.org.uk/immigration-and-diversity-in-tower-hamlets/
http://www.publicspirit.org.uk/immigration-and-diversity-in-tower-hamlets/

X How do we ensure that

MINORITIES
HAVE A VQICE?

X In particular, how are
YOUNG PEOPLE, who
have a minority voice
despite making up a major
percentage of the borough,
being heard?

X How can we make our
borough the

BEST POSSIBLE
PLACE TO LIVE?

Itis a challenge which all will have
to rise to.

“I want all
Londoners to be in
no doubt: London Is
Open and no matter
where you're from,
You will always

belong here.”
Sadiq Khan,

Mayor of London
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and reform. This means
positive change in the
places in which they
live, work and play.

<
O
=
©
(%2}
©
ic
i
(o))
=)
o
—
o
o]
5
e
=

that commun
X How might we LEARN

X How might we

3 3 SN >
|
| P W SNSRI
] |
| 7 7 TR I o SO AN N RS
| e S R A A RS
M A A W 3 Y erada
| WMMW\WF‘\\\WH@W )4 \\\V,_V/\\/ DN 175% N WA A S
| DA DM .. . 2 ” .71..\\ a,/’\\._., -..c R c— o A D P
3 IV A e e e
ORI TN N SN NN NN

o g ot

o —
2 N

o

N
o
> A 7
il e
A
Yin

.

N T

; VA AR

3 2NN N R R
UG ¢

AN NN NN,

. m

SN
NN g ___ _7

SN
U

NV N

%
SRR
N
\\..V/\\\.///\\\////\\ ™
7

S //\\\/ .-“h (L1
NN T



i

Shg T
‘ L
‘ b
A

“.What counts in life is not the mere fact that we
lived. It is the difference we have made to the lives

of others that will determine the significance of
the life we lead.”

Nelson Mandela

How might we

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

: “The hopes of the world rest on for future generations living here?

young people. Peace, social justice, How might you, as the leaders of
tolerance — all this and more, today tomorrow, learn from the past to make

and tomorrow, depends on tapping
into the power of youth.” ¥:iJ%E%RAEY;‘ORE EQUAL

Anténio Guterres,
United Nations Secretary General



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ant%C3%B3nio_Guterres
http://www.un.org/en/events/youthday/messages.shtml

A word from the Greek language,
demokratia meaning rule by the
people.

A kind of government. A democracy
is a system where people are able
to decide how their country or
community should be run.

EXAMPLE: In the UK, the first
ever National Democracy Week
happened Monday 2 July 2018,
marking the 90th anniversary of
the 1928 Act of Law which gave
women the same voting rights as
men. Regardless of who we are
or where we are from, we must
work together to ensure that
every member of society has an
equal chance to participate in our
democracy and to have their say.

EQUALITY

Means that people have the same rights and opportunities regardless
of what they look like or where they come from.

EXANPLE: Even today, many groups of people in the world are
fighting for equality and equal rights. In the UK we know that there
is still a great need to make things more equal. Girls Get Equal is a
campaign designed to fight for gender equality - that means that,
regardless of how you identify on the gender spectrum, you should
have the same rights and opportunities.

‘Girls everywhere are undervalued, undermined and underestimated.
But we're calling time on inequality. Until you can see and hear us
equally in positions of power. In governments and parliaments. As
CEOs and leaders. In our classrooms and our homes. Until we can live,
love and lead without fear or discrimination, we will not be stopped.
This is a movement for us all. This is how #GirlsGetEqual.’

ACTIVIST

An activist is a person who campaigns for some kind of social change.

EXANH-E; Whel.'r you participate in a march protesting the closing of
a neighbourhood library, you're an activist. Many of the driving forces of

change in. our communities today are young activists. These young people
are standing up and banding together to better the world.

Greta ThL{nberg is a 16-year-old activist from Sweden, who launched the
school strike for climate change movement and who supported huge

protests by the group Extinction Rebellion in April 2019. You can hear her
speak about the need for her actions here.



https://democracyweek.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change-greta-thunberg-ipbes-report-environment-government-emergency-a8902826.html
https://plan-international.org/girls-get-equal

CIVIL RIGHTS

The rights you get as citizens of a particular nation.

Keeping people free from unequal treatment based on
protected characteristics like race, gender and disability.

If an individual is discriminated against on the basis

of a protected characteristic then their civil rights are
not being upheld by virtue of citizenship in a particular
nation or state.

In simplest terms, the difference between a human and
civil right is why you have them. Human rights arise simply
by being a human being. Civil rights, on the other hand,
are the legal granting or protection of these rights.

EXANPLE: Children need special rights because they
need extra protection that adults don't. The United
Nations convention on the Rights of the Child is an
-nternational document that sets out all of the rights that
children have — a child is defined in the Convention as any

person under the age of 18.

PROTEST

1: a complaint or objection
against an idea, an act, or a way
of doing things.

2: an event in which people
gather to show disapproval of
something.

EXANPLE: In 2011, students

travelled to London from

as far away as Sunderland and
Cornwall to protest against
the scrapping of the Education
Maintenance Allowance

— a weekly payment for 16- to
18-year-olds from households
with low incomes to encourage
them to stay in education.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Human rights are universal, protecting everyone, both young and old.

Children and young people have many of the same rights as adults
for example the right to express their views, the right to be free frém
torture and inhuman and degrading treatment and the right to a
private and family life.



https://www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/human-rights/fighting-discrimination/young-people
https://civilrights.findlaw.com/discrimination.html
https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2011/jan/19/ema-students-fight-for-grant
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2011/jan/19/ema-students-fight-for-grant

MOBILISATION

The act of gathering together getting
ready for action.

EXAMPLE: In February 2019, more
than 10,000 young people mobilised
to call for ‘radical action’ against
climate change. In 60 towns and cities
across the UK, young people got
together to voice their frustration at
the older generation’s inaction on

the environmental impact of climate
change.

Anna Taylor, 17 said the turnout had
been overwhelming. "It goes some
way to proving that young people
aren't apathetic, we're passionate,
articulate and we're ready to continue
demonstrating the need for urgent
and radical climate action.”

Matt Sourby, 18 said “This is our
future and this is making a difference.
The government has to listen. | feel
incredibly powerful just being here.”

CIVIC PARTICIPATION

Describes the degree to which people involve themselves in their community in order
to improve it.

There are many ways for young people to get involved in local, borough-wide or national
decision-making processes. Ranging from volunteering with local community groups to
being part of youth forums, councils or parliaments to raise awareness of the issues that

concern them and helping to build healthy, safe and positive communities for us all to
live in.

EXAMPLES:

The UK Youth Parliament provides opportunities for 11-18 year olds to use their
elected voice to bring about social change through meaningful representation and
campaigning. It has over 364 representatives (369 seats for elected Members of
Youth Parliament, all aged 11-18).

All' young people who live, work or study in Tower Hamlets can apply to be a part of
the Youth Council, Young Mayor Programme and No Place for Hate Campaign. The
Youth Council is a rolling programme which offers opportunities to take part in debates
and forums about the community and young people. They also plan and deliver their
own programmes raising awareness of issues that concern young people. The Young
Mayors scheme invites the young people of Tower Hamlets to take part in and run for
Young Mayor. Young people receive training and support to prepare their campaigns
and learn how the local democratic process works.

' ? B

Hopefully, this resource will inspire you towards civic participation

BY STANDING UP FOR YQUR
PERSONAL RIGHTS AND THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS,

and to HELP CREATE A NORE EQUAL PLACE

to live, work and play in the future.

o O



http://www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk/
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/education_and_learning/young_people/Youth_Council_Young_Mayor.aspx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-47250424
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-47250424

POTTED HISTORY OF THE
PEOPLE OF TOWER HAMLETS

DENNIS SEVERS HOUSE,  BEIGEL BAKE,
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f !East ‘Inc.iia Company Dock was built in Blackwall in 1614. The first substantial population of South Asians
in Britain were the lascars — sailors and ship engine room crews, many of whom came from the province of
Sylhet at the northeast of modern day Bangladesh.

Bangladeshi migration included families emigrating to join their working husbands and fathers and new
marriages and fuelled much of Tower Hamlets’ population growth over the second half of the 20th century.

5

Opened in 1924. After the First World War, London was struggling to cope with
thousands of homeless sailors: every night 16,000 seamen from all over the world
would be let loose in the city looking for lodging and it seems that only three

quarters of them would have any luck.

An appeal was started throughout the Empire, largely organised by women, to raise
the necessary money to build this hostel, which would also stand as a memorial to
the 12,000 merchant sailors who were killed in service during the First World War.

When opened in 1924 the hostel provided 205 clean and airy single cabins (as they
were called) and by 1929 had provided beds for over a million sailors. With the
decline of the London dockyards in the 60s and 70s, demand slowed down and
eventually it became a hostel for the homeless which closed in 1985. In 1994, the
building was sold off to a developer who converted it into 50 flats and renamed it

The Mission.

THE MISSION,
747 COMMERCIAL ROAD

_\x\



http://englishbuildings.blogspot.com/2011/09/commercial-road-london.html
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Thousands of Yiddish
speaking Russian
Jews arrived from the
1880s. The Jewish
population of the East
End grew to over
100,000 by the turn of
the 20th Century and
the area was referred

to as 'Little Jerusalem’

by many.

Long before artisan coffee shops, vintage boutiques and curry houses
populated Brick Lane, the area was home to a large Jewish community
who arrived in Spitalfields in the late 19th century. Gradually, the
community dispersed to north London but the beigel shops remain.
Beigel Bake (the white one) and the Beigel Shop (the yellow one) are
two of the last reminders of a time when the street signs were written in

Yiddish. Over the years these bakeries have become a popular 24-hour
source of doughy satisfaction.



https://londonist.com/london/food/things-you-probably-didn-t-know-about-beigel-bake
https://londonist.com/london/food/things-you-probably-didn-t-know-about-beigel-bake
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The name means ‘Martyrs’ House and it
houses the largest Bengali community
organisation in the UK today: The

Bangladesh Welfare Association.

It was originally built for the minister of
the church in 1750 and was the base of
Huguenot charitable work with the local
poor. Jewish charities were based here
at the end of the 19th century.

The Pakistan Welfare Association,
formed in 1954, bought the building in
the early 1960s and then, in 1971, when
Bangladesh broke away from Pakistan,
its name was changed to the Bangladesh
Welfare Association alongside local
community leaders pledging their
support for an independent Bangladesh.

By 1940, the community of Bengali
residents in London had grown to
around 300.

Then, in around 1956, the existing

e —— —— T —

community of seamen were joined by
another 2-3000 adventurers.

Nawab Ali, who owned a coffee shop

at 11 Settles Street, near the Labour
Exchange, said ‘they just used to show
up with my name in a taxi — at one point,
my wife went crazy — there were 35 of
them living upstairs!’ Later, Nawab Ali
also had the Commonwealth Club, in
Umberston Street, and a butcher’s shop
in Hessel Street, now run by his son.
The first local halal butcher’s opened as
long ago as 1940: a sign that a Muslim
community was settling into the area.
The proprietor was Taslim Ali, who

later became Imam of the East London
Mosque. The family now runs the
undertakers’ service at Whitechapel'’s
East London Mosque.

More information here.



http://www.bangladeshwelfare.co.uk/
http://www.bangladeshwelfare.co.uk/
http://www.virtualbangladesh.com/the-basics/history-of-bangladesh/independence/history-war-independence/the-declaration-of-independence/
https://docplayer.net/82803124-Ansar-ahmed-ullah-john-eversley.html

MISSION OME OM THE JOURNEY BETWEEN

e YOUR HOME AND YOUR SCHOOL
Use the physical landscape (buildings, ; WHAT CAN YOU F]ND OUT

signs, shops) to tell the stories of the

gﬁg:zntozeople that have lived there ] ABOUT THE HERITAGE OF
s 1 TOUR AREA?

HOW MANY DIFFERENT
CULTURES, LANGUAGES,
FAITHS DO YOU SEE
REPRESENTED IN THE
BUILDINGS THAT YOU WALK
PAST OM A DALY BASIS?
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EQUALITY ACTIVISTS 19

Who are the people who have fought for your
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Who has worked to make this borough a safer | +d } li
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What can we learn from their ideas and actions? i "

Dan Jones . — -t A
Julie Begum

David Rosenberg

Rafique Ullah

Farrukh Dhondy

Mission Two: Create an Equality Map

Mission Three:
Design a Campaign for Equality

R m’h\m.‘l—*—"‘—ﬂ"—_w* 0

4
=

i
L} "
N R s i
.M..—...\-'.'_.'..». e
1

i e ﬁ“‘-\.‘wa _——

19



A2
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#ACTIVISM  #RIGHTS
#COMMUNITY CRGANISING
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“Never be
afraid to raise
your voice
for honesty
and truth and
compassion
against
injustice and
lying and greed.
If people all
over the world...
would do this, it
would change
the earth.”

William Faulkner

EQUALITY ACTIVISTS WCQRK

TOWARDS A MORE EQUAL SQCIETY.

This mean that they believe in

EQUAL RIGHTS AND OPPORTUMNITIES FOR ALL.

Their activism is designed to challenge and remove
injustices, prejudices and discrimination, working towards a
place where everyone’s civil liberties and human rights are
realised.

They believe that everybody, regardless of their age, race,
class, sex, gender, sexuality or ability should be able to
participate equally in the civil and political life of the country
in which they live.

Tower Hamlets has a rich history of activism, inspired by the
borough’s multi-cultural identity.

There are many activists who have worked hard and
tirelessly to influence the state of equality in the borough.
Some of these activists are sadly no longer with us but we
can still learn from their words and their actions. Amongst
many, we acknowledge the strength, imagination, passion
and impact of Max Levitas, Ken Leech, Eva Armsby, The
Bishop of Stepney and Mala Sen.

There are also many activists who are still living and working
in the borough today.

FIVE OF THEM AGREED TO SHARE
THEIR EXPERIENCES WITH YQU...

g
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/nov/21/max-levitas-obituary
https://libcom.org/files/Brick-Lane-1978.pdf
https://twitter.com/lbtharchives/status/839110314239066112?lang=en
https://www.eastlondonadvertiser.co.uk/news/12-years-of-migraines-forces-bishop-of-stepney-adrian-newman-to-retire-1-5720453
https://www.eastlondonadvertiser.co.uk/news/12-years-of-migraines-forces-bishop-of-stepney-adrian-newman-to-retire-1-5720453
https://walthamforestecho.co.uk/five-local-women-who-made-a-difference/

SESsZisassiiismdEEdsss

Dan Jones has lived and worked in Tower Hamlets for

a long time. He moved into Tower Hamlets in 1967 and
worked for Tower Hamlets Council from 1970 to 1987, as
a youth and community worker in Shadwell and the Brick
Lane area. He was involved in the trade union movement
locally and was the secretary of the Trade Union Council.
He struggled for the rights of ordinary Bengali people

in and around Brick Lane. He has written, edited and
illustrated a number of books and pamphlets and worked
for Amnesty International UK as a campaigner and
education officer for many years.



https://www.swadhinata.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Mr.-Dan-Jones.docx
http://www.altabalifoundation.org.uk/articles/Remembering_The_1970s(DJ).pdf

IN DAN'S WORDS..

% What action for equality have you been involved with in the past & most recently?

My siblings and I have been surrounded
by activists and artists from a very

early age; this has made me question
everything that didn't seem right or fair!

From my attendance at the first Campaign
for Nuclear Disarmament meeting on

17 February 1958, | went on to set up

and work with CARD (Campaign Against
Racial Discrimination) which was created
in 1959 to recruit activists and campaign
against racism and for race equality in
Britain. From 1959 | was involved in the
Boycott Movement - later Anti-Apartheid
and was arrested in 1960 outside South
Africa House protesting the Sharpeville
Massacre.

That was the beginning of what has
become a lifelong mission, supporting
race relations organisations and initiatives
that work to fight against racism in all of
its forms.

Some of the other groups that | have
been part of are:

e The Council of Citizens of Tower
Hamlets - 1958

e East London Anti-Nazi League - 1977
e Altab Ali Memorial Foundation - 1978

e Tower Hamlets Committee Against
Racial Attacks - 1978

e Hackney and Tower Hamlets Defence
Committee - 1979

e Tower Hamlets Action for Racial
Justice - 1980

| have also been involved in protest and
direct actions to raise awareness of major
incidents of racially motivated violence.
This has involved organising meetings,
planning actions, making leaflets and
posters.

In the 70s there was a great need for
these campgains e.g, the racism fuelled
violent murder of Michael Ferreira

in Hackney 1978, the killing of Blair
Peach in Southall 1979 and the Battle of
Lewisham 1977.

| have been involved in the Battle of
Cable Street memorial events since 1976
and organised the Battle of Cable Street
mural to be painted by Dave Binnington,
Paul Butler, Ray Walker and Desmond
Rochfort 1979 — 1983.

Dan Jones poster for Tower Hamlets. L&%

Association for Racial Justice
(1983), courtesy of Dan Jones’
personal collection.

. Rt e


https://cnduk.org/
https://cnduk.org/
https://www.aamarchives.org/history/boycott-movement.html
https://www.britannica.com/event/Sharpeville-massacre
https://www.britannica.com/event/Sharpeville-massacre
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/aug/13/battle-of-lewisham-national-front-1977-far-right-london-police
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/aug/13/battle-of-lewisham-national-front-1977-far-right-london-police

Dan Jones on Protest March from St Mary’s Park to
Downing Street © Tom Learmonth.

This photo shows Dan helping to marshal the demonstration that was lining up
to march behind Altab Ali's hearse to Downing Street and Hyde Park in what
was then St Mary’s (or “Itchy”) Park. Hundreds of protesters had been handed
circular placards on sticks from the Anti-Nazi League with slogans like “Black
and White, Unite and Fight”, “Stop Racist Attacks”, “NF - no fun”. At the end
of the mass meeting the heavens opened up with a tremendous deluge as you
can see from the umbrellas. All the ANL placards immediately dissolved or were
washed away leaving 500 + angry protesters brandishing sticks. | managed to
collect hundreds of ‘offensive weapons’ with a pleading “lathi donobad”, which
translates as ‘sticks - thank you'. We left all those sticks behind in the park in a
big heap as we set off on the march and nobody was arrested.
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4 How have the tools/strategies that you use

to effect social change evolved since you first
became woke & active*?

| have no idea whether any of the many anti-racist
campaigns that | have been involved in over the
years have actually affected any social change. How
could you ever prove or measure it? But | do hope it
has been true, that they have made a difference.

One of the most important things that we have
tried to do over the years is to provide well-
informed evidence, spelled out simply. This means
working with spoken and printed words and
images to let people know the facts about bad
things taking place in their community. To tell the
public what is wrong and why it's wrong, who is
responsible and what should be done about it.

What do you think now about the state of equality
in Tower Hamlets, London, the UK?

Having lived and worked here in the East End
for over 50 years, | am aware that there are still
major differences of opportunity here (although
they are much less than they were). There is a
huge difference in the treatment dealt out to,
and experienced by citizens of different ethnic
backgrounds, languages, faiths, cultures and
genders here in Tower Hamlets.

These discriminatory processes occur in a
number of fields including opportunities in
employment, housing, education, wages and
being disproportionately on the receiving end of
hate crime for instance. | believe similar patterns
are also experienced across London and probably
the UK as well.

*aware;of issues concerning social & racial
justice and working towards equality.



X. What qualities and values do you think make
someone an effective activist or advocate for
equality?

An effective activist is one that has empathy for You are part of a generation where you dwell in multiple realities.

others, a strong belief in social justice and fights == This brings in new challenges and spaces to fight for equal rights.
s for equal rights for everyone, particularly those ) ) ) ) ) ) )
that are marginalised or oppressed across the If you see something that is not right or fair, call it out! Doing nothing
world or locally in your community. Sometimes —— is not an option. There are so many causes and problems in the world,

you may have to be challenging and confronting; choose something that you are passionate about concerning social and

most of the time, you will need to be equipped racial justice and work towards creating equality.
with the right words to question those that are —
in a position of power! This means looking at
human history and saying this will not happen
S—— again on my watch. |

X. What message (call to action) would you like to share with young people,
as the next generation of equality activists and change makers?

or may not agree with. Be patient, be brave and most importantly

——
You may be walking a path that is lonely, a path that your peers may -—;
be caring. :_:

Banner for Altab Ali
Day using iconic No
More Blood On The

May 4 is ALTAB Al.l D AY b

cover for his detailed

report on racist violence
in the East End of
London for Bethnal

] C'V{U T q Green and Stepney

Trades Council in
the Autumn of 1978 ,
courtesy of Dan Jones’

SOL’DAR lTY AG AINST RACISM & FAS C‘l S M personal collection.

Altab Ali Foundation
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Nurjahan Julie Begum was born and brought up in Tower Hamlets.
Since 1986 she has been working as a part-time youth worker and
has been volunteering in the community since she was a teenager.
After Derek Beackon of the British National Party was elected as
councillor in Millwall by just eight votes in 1993, Julie collectively
set up an activist movement called Women Unite Against Racism.
She is a founding member and Chairperson of the Swadhinata Trust
- a London based secular Bengali community group that works to
promote Bengali history and heritage amongst young people. She
is also the author of Bengali Language Movement, The World In the

East End and the play, The Altab Ali Story.

Original image by Rehan Jamil



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YBHIVMcNic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_British_National_Party
https://vimeo.com/184354160
https://www.swadhinata.org.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Bengali-Language-Movement-Julie-Begum/dp/095288240X

M JULIE'S WGCRDS..

In the early 1990s, the British National
Party was active in Tower Hamlets and
they successfully put up and got a BNP
councillor elected in Millwall ward in the
Isle of Dogs. | and a bunch of female
friends were outraged like the rest of
the community and felt we needed to do
something a) for the existing anti-racist
anti-fascist organisations to take notice
of the contribution of girls and women
to the campaign/movement and b) to
provide safe space for girls and young
women to get involved and contribute in
ways that supported their contributions.

| was teaching/working at Tower Hamlets
College at the time and we had an idea
to invite girls and women to a conference
there in Poplar to see if there was any
interest from other girls and women.
Over a 150 girls and women attended
and we felt we had a mandate to take

it further. So we started meetings that
were user friendly, provided creche/
childcare and at times and places

where girls and women could meet,
attending political rallies, demonstrations,
providing speakers at these events and
campaigning to get people (especially

&c‘-‘f‘“‘ 4
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% What action for equality have you been involved with in the past & most recently?

women) registered to vote and providing
escorts to polling stations at the next
election, etc. We concentrated on action
in the lesser known and less media hyped
areas of Tower Hamlets to make sure
they were included in the debates.

| was on the volunteer management
committee of Nirmul Committee

before | helped set up the Swadhinata
Trust because there was an absence of
educational resources that related to me
as a young Bengali woman with questions
about culture and heritage. | thought if |
have these questions then other Bengali
young people would be asking similar
questions. The Swadhinata Trust was
formed with like-minded Bengali and non-
Bengalis who wanted to draw attention
to the contributions of British Bengalis/
Bangladeshis to Great Britain. It was a
way of drawing attention to a historic
relationship between Britain and Bengali
that dates back centuries, especially in a
place like Tower Hamlets.

Julie Begum on Bethnal Green
Road during an anti BNP demo
in 1992 © Phil Maxwell




4 How have the tools/strategies that you use
to effect social change evolved since you
first became woke & active*?

| have used my own unique and personal
experiences to effect social change by'
providing an example of how a Bengali .
woman can engage with and stay active in
her community.

As a school kid, | was inspired by Caroline
Adams, who worked in youth and
community development in Tower Hamlets,
when | interviewed her for an English
project | was doing at Morpeth School
sixth form. | visited the Shejuti Club, which
was based in Tower Hamlets School for
Girls at the time and found a youth centre
run by Jerry Deeks which was looking for
youth workers - that's how | started getting
involved in youth and community work.
The rest is history; | worked in St Hilda's
East Girls Club, the first to be set up in
what used to be the bar in the basement
downstairs with Ali Rusbridge, as well as
numerous other projects.

*aware of issues concerning social & racial justice and
working towards equality.

F L

X What do you think now about the state of equality in
Tower Hamlets, London, the UK?

The state of equality in Tower Hamlets is a changing
landscape, depending on the political leadership and
the way local people are enabled to engage with the
democratic process in the borough. Most of the gains
have come from local people campaigning and making
sure the issues relating to equality remain at the heart
of local government. Like from the Bengali community
in 1970s that stood up and said enough is enough! To
the racist attacks on local people. Writing the play ‘The
Altab Ali Story’ is my contribution to the movement. As
someone who has been profoundly affected by local
incidents | wanted to make sure that our stories aren't
forgotten. | am glad that the council woke up and made
Altab Ali Day an official part of the borough'’s calendar
of events in 2016 and that they support the local people
commemorating Altab Ali every year on 4th May.

September 1993 Women Unite Against Racism Group
prepare for a demonstration at Roger Dowley Court,
one of WUAR members flat, © Kippa Matthews




X. What qualities and values do you
think make someone an effective
activist or advocate for equality?

The qualities and values that
make an effective activist or an
advocate for equality is (out) rage
at injustice. | was angry at what |
saw going on in the world around
me, from what was happening

in Palestine, to cuts in students
grants, to racism in South Africa.
These incidents of injustice fuelled
my passion to do something so
that | didn't feel too powerless

in the face of such atrocities. |
found solidarity and friendship in
coming together with friends from
different backgrounds to form
alliances that could reach across
cultures to form a resistance

to oppression wherever we
encountered it, on our doorstep or
elsewhere in the world.

2T

% What message (call to action) would you
like to share with young people, as the next
generation of equality activists and change
makers?

Find something you care about that doesn't
just relate to you and your particular
circumstances, find other people who also
care about the same things. Think about
what will make you feel better about living
in this world. What human rights/standards
should you be protecting? And why? Make
equality a reality for all, not just for the
privileged few.

lt's easy to despise or judge those who

just benefit from having power given to
them because of the colour of their skin,
sexuality or gender, but it's important to look
beyond the privileges that the conditions

of whiteness, class, heterosexuality or
maleness can give you. It's possible to find
allies anywhere and often in the most unlikely
places. In order to affect real change we
need to change everyone's lives, not just our
own.

UK: new police tactics

*Arabicide’ in France

Germany: Left moves right

Campaign Against Racism & Fasicm
Magazine cover - edition 8
Bishopsgate Institute
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David Rosenberg’s grandparents came to

the East End as Jewish immigrants from

the Tsarist Russian Empire in the 1900s.

He is the founder of East End Walks which
specialises in organising walks of London’s
radical social history, especially in the East
End - an area in which successive waves of
immigrants have helped make London what

it is today. He is the author of Battle for the
East End: Jewish responses to fascism in the
1930s, which shares the history of the Battle
of Cable Street, when more than 100,000
people, mainly from the local Jewish and

Irish communities, came together to stand

up against The British Union of Fascists. He is
also the author of Rebel Footprints: a guide to
uncovering London’s radical history.



http://www.eastendwalks.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&ved=2ahUKEwiL3_vc0fzgAhXTSxUIHdhsB-gQwqsBMAR6BAgGEAc&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DnWCqjUh-jmg&usg=AOvVaw3xr_kUH-5C9xlA8968ar9Dhttp://
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&ved=2ahUKEwiL3_vc0fzgAhXTSxUIHdhsB-gQwqsBMAR6BAgGEAc&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DnWCqjUh-jmg&usg=AOvVaw3xr_kUH-5C9xlA8968ar9Dhttp://
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-East-End-Responses-Fascism/dp/1907869182
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-East-End-Responses-Fascism/dp/1907869182
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-East-End-Responses-Fascism/dp/1907869182
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/holoprelude/mosley.html
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/holoprelude/mosley.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UClpbN-2mgg

1N DAVID'S WORDS..

| started going on protests against racist
and fascist groups when | was around 16
years old.

| grew up in a Jewish family and | learned
about racism very young. Some of my
family had fought Oswald Mosley’s
fascists in the 1930s at the Battle of
Cable Street.

When | went to secondary school |
experienced some anti-semitism. That
knowledge, that experience, made me
want to change things, to make things
equal for everyone.

In the summer when | was taking my
A-Levels, | saw terrible images on TV
from another country where police were
behaving very brutally towards school
students. It was South Africa — a country
whose laws discriminated against black
people. People younger than me were
bravely fighting back. That summer
there was a school childrens’ uprising in
Soweto - a black township. One of my
first political involvements was joining the
Anti-Apartheid movement.

Later that same year a new movement
was born here called “Rock Against
Racism” using the power of music to

%X What action for equality have you been involved with in the past and most recently?

bring people together across ethnic
divides around multicultural and anti-
racist messages.

In 1978 | was with my friends among

a crowd of 80,000 in Victoria Park at
the first Rock Against Racism/Anti-Nazi
League Carnival. Later that year | was at
one in Brixton. | learned then that the
fight for equality was not only difficult
and tiring but it could be fun! | came
back home with a placard that said

“SMASH RACE HATE IN 78”

Ten years later | was working off Brick
Lane for an organisation called the
Runnymede Trust which was a research
and information body concerned with
racism and discrimination. We helped
a lot of local community groups with
information for their campaigns for
equality.

These days | am still campaigning, but

| also take people on guided walks of
East End history where | tell people
about the struggles for equality that took
place around here!

1978, Protest paraphernalia from Rock

Against Racism, from David Rosenberg’s

personal collection

THe Stamp out
h antisemitism

17 November 2018 on the National
Demonstration against Racism and
Fascism - marching from Portland Place
to Whitehall, from David Rosenberg’s
personal collection




- 4 How have the tools/strategies that you use

to effect social change evolved since you first
became woke & active*?

When | was active in the 1970s and 80s we relied
a lot on the power of our words - writing leaflets
and pampbhlets, slogans for placards and banners.
Today we have so many more tools at our
disposal for communicating quickly with strong
images and getting our messages out there, but
we are more atomised today. | remember making
things collectively, doing things together. Looking
back we were pretty creative DIY campaigners.

It is hard to imagine how we organised then
without mobile phones — making arrangements
sometimes a week in advance!

| knew by my late 20s/early 30s that tools for
change were not just about street protests and
actions but also involved much more long-term
work and 1:1 conversations. | became a primary
school teacher when | was 34 and worked in
classrooms for 23 years. It was the idea of
fighting for a more equal society that made me
want to become a teacher. And | know, because |
sometimes bump into ex-pupils, that those kids |
taught learned a lot about equality/inequality and
some of them are actively engaged with those
struggles right now!

*aware of issies concerning social & racial justice and
working towards equality.

X What do you think now about the state of equality

Procession of Battle of Cable street, marching on Cable
Street towards St George’s Town Hall, 9 October 2016,
from David Rosenberg’s personal collection

in Tower Hamlets, London, the UK?

In many ways the struggles of the 1970s and
early 1980s to create better attitudes across
ethnic and religious divides were successful, when
you compare the terrible racist attacks of that
period with far fewer incidents today. There is a
more live-and-let-live attitude, more respect for
each other. It is not at all cool to be racist now.
Or sexist. And people are now more assertive
about living their own lifestyles. But people are
struggling in other ways. The gap between haves
and have-nots is widening in London and in the
country. Poverty affects the youngest and the
oldest. And | know boroughs like Tower Hamlets
have high rates of child poverty. Homelessness

in London is on a far higher scale. We can work
to give each other support in the community

but change needs resources and that needs

to be driven by a government that knows and
understands. They need to wake up!




X. What qualities and values do you~
think make someone an effective
activist or advocate for equality?

To be an effective activist for
equality you need to feel someone
else’s pain as your own, see

things through their eyes and

be determined to bring about
change. You need to listen and
learn from other people and be
cooperative. Be reflective. And
also take time to relax. You can't
just be constantly campaigning. At
the age of 33 | learned to juggle. |
wish | had done that earlier.

You also need patience — battles
are not won overnight. And you
need to recognise that you can't
do it on your own. But together
you can be effective. You need
to never be satisfied with half
measures. And you need to know
that every battle for equality that
was won involved a struggle!

X What message (call to action) would
you like to share with young people, as
the next generation of equality activists
and change makers?

Don't lose hope when obstacles get in
your way or things don’t work out as
you thought they would. Stay angry in
the face of injustice but channel that
anger effectively. You will be the ones
with the most energy and enthusiasm
for radical change towards equality but
make sure you bear in mind that making
the world a better and more equal
place means making it a better place for
everyone, black or white, old or young,
male or female, gay or straight, able
bodied or disabled. We will continue

to battle as we can, but we are also
depending on youl! ke




Rafique Ullah began his activism whilst still in school,
setting up The Bangladesh Youth Front with 3 group of
STALH friends in response to a personal experience of violence

j 1 i by racist thugs outside his school. Rafique helped to

B create the Kobi Nazrul Centre in Tower Hamlets, which
b Promotes Bengali arts and supports projects that promote
¥ education and work towards a more equal society. He is
{'ﬂ' i also the chairperson of Altab Ali Trust UK which was set
1 Up to commemorate the murder of Altab Ali in 1978 and

" champion equal rights for the Bengali community in Tower l
€ | Hamlets and beyond.

|
Original image by Rehan Jamil o a8
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http://www.altabalifoundation.org.uk/articles/The_Turning_Point(AU).pdf
http://www.towerhamletsarts.org.uk/?s=3&v=16&guide=AllAges
http://www.altabalitrustuk.org/
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¥, What action for equality have you been involved
with in the past and most recently?

| left my native country Bangladesh and arrived
in England with my parents in 1972. On my first
day at the school gate | was badly beaten up by
racists. | was in shock, | couldn’t speak a word of
English and nobody came to my aid. | managed
to get myself up and go home with a black

eye, bruises and a white shirt painted red by

the blood pouring from my nose. The incident
wasn't reported to police. Similarly, others were
unreported too. In my case, we didn’t even think
about reporting it, we didn’t know what to do.
From that moment onwards | knew there had to
be a change. | returned to school the following
week and stood my ground. This meant a few
more bruises but no one picked on me after that.

This incident made me think of doing something
to stop anyone else getting attacked. Quite
early on | realised that Bangladeshi kids didn't
have the same opportunities as the white

kids and that many people’s childhoods were
being damaged or destroyed by racism. | was

Bafique Ullah, second to the right, at demo in 2017
in Altab Ali Park against Manchester bombing,
from Rafique Ullah’s personal collection.

constantly thinking of what we could do to improve
our living standards? To improve our lives? How
could we find a way that all children could learn and
enjoy their education without being in fear?

In 1976 | formed a youth group with my friends
called Bangladesh Youth Front. | was one of

the youth activists who organised the protest
demonstration on 14 May 1978, after the death of
Altab Ali, who was murdered in a racially motivated
attack on 4 May 1978.

| know now that | am a lifelong community activist
and will continue to work and campaign for the
benefit of the community.

| do this in many roles: | am the former chair of
Tower Hamlets Law Centre; Founder chair BBC
Community Centre (Holland estate); founder
and General Secretary of Kobi Nazrul Centre;
Chairperson of Altab Ali Trust UK.

o, e L

1978, Brick Lane (Rafique Ullah wearing black
shirt on the right) © Syd Shelton
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% How have the tools/strategies that you use to effect social

et

4 What do you think now about the state of equality in
AUTHORISED LA ' Tower Hamlets, London, the UK?
PARKING . S ‘_ 53,7",, G A s In my view Tower Hamlets is completely different now.
z ki 7 ' In the 1970s, when | first arrived in the borough, |
witnessed the Bengali community living in fear. They
were suffering discrimination and racial attacks, living in
rundown sub-standard houses and not receiving proper
medical care or other services from Tower Hamlets
Council or the police. | felt then, and still do now, that
this is because of the unspoken racism in both at that
point.

change evolved since you first became woke & active*?

In 1976 we thought that coming together to form Bangladesh
Youth Front would give us more power to both fight against

racism and provide security and guidance for our community.
We hired an office in Fashion Street and paid rent from our own

Today there is a clear economic divide. The
pockets.

Government's austerity cuts and new policies such
as Universal Credit and Bedroom Tax have created a
shift in the population of the borough. Lots of young
professionals with more money to spend are moving
into the area and many families with less money are
having to move out - it feels different!

We worked to mobilise the community by organising
demonstrations, picketing and protesting against wrong-doings
of authorities. | became very active in organising anti-racist
campaigns and also co-ordinating help groups. This meant
supporting people who were campaigning for community
facilities such as advice surgeries, outdoor sports activities and
cultural programmes. It also meant setting up new organisations
that were specifically designed to voice the rights of the
community, such as tenants associations.

Also, as an advocate for young people | believe there
are not enough opportunities for young people.

We need to help them, to invest in their education and

2 g i opportunities because i ivi
| campaigned along with other activists to: change the name PP use they will be PURSUEUIFSISCHIVISES.

of Spitalfields into Banglatown; transform St Mary Church
Yard into Altab Ali Park; provide halal meals in schools; offer
Bengali mother tongue classes; appoint interpreters; create
Bengali street signs; rename the bus stop “Altab Ali Park”
on Whitechapel Road (in 2019).

| don't think the structure or process has changed for
campaigning or lobbying, just the medium it is delivered.
Communication is much faster, too fast sometimes - causing fast
spreading misinformation which is very dangerous. The tablets
and smart phones and ever-improving tech at our finger tips
mean we are all very connected. This makes the organisation of
getting many people together much easier.

Overall Tower Hamlets is a much more equal place to
live than before. But, if we come together, we can make
it better still - a place of equal opportunity and a high
quality of life for all.

*aware of issues concerning social & racial justice and working
towards equality.



X What qualities and values do you think make
someone an effective activist or advocate for
equality?

i X What message (call to action) would you like to share
with young people, as the next generation of equality
activists and change makers?

Every individual can be an activist provided

that the person can ‘put themselves

in someone else’s shoes’ in order to

understand the feeling of pain and suffering  i:i: N

that are affecting families, communities and ~ izi:::05 F Read extensively and beyond your comfort zone — there

the future for all of us. One has to have NI are many voices out there for you to learn from.
patience to understand the issues and the [
impact they will have for the community.
You have to think widely and inclusively N .
for everyone. You have to be outspoken T ' | will finish with a quote from renown Bengali poet
and energetic. To talk to your friends and L ety Rabindranath Tagore from poem ‘Ekla Cholo Re’
neighbours and ask them to raise their voice |

alongside yours. o . N “If they not answer to your call walk

Allow others to take the lead if they are S alone, if they are afraid and cower
better than you, but don’t disappear! Stay > E T mutely, facing the wall, O thou unlucky

and support, be a good organiser for them. one, open your mind and speak out alone”.
You need to keep your ears and eyes open

to local and national issues and be ready to
speak up to wrongdoing when it's needed.

Take advantage of every opportunity you have!

Don’t miss your school/college — many young people
in the world do not have this basic human right.

Always look to do the right thing even if this means
being unpopular.

29th March 2019 Protesting-against Tommy‘._'ftlobinso
and his racist group in a rally coordinated by Stand Up

To Racism, from Rafique Ullah’s personal coll&ction.
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DHONDY

Farrukh Dhondy is an Indian-born British
writer, playwright, screenwriter and
left-wing activist. He was involved with
the Indian Workers’ Association and
later, in London, with the British Black
Panthers who fought for political action
on the fronts of education, housing,
employment and equal treatment at
work and offered militant opposition to
all forms of racism.

He began his writing career whilst
working on the British political
magazine publication Race Today in
1970 and went on to become part

of the team which published it - the
Race Today Collective, which included
other key race equality activists such
as Darcus Howe and Linton Kwesi
Johnson. In 1986 Farrukh created a film
capturing Brick Lane in late 70s / 80s
called King of the Ghetto.

Original image by Rehan Jamil



https://literature.britishcouncil.org/writer/farrukh-dhondy
https://www.vice.com/en_uk/article/9bz5ee/neil-kenlocks-photos-give-the-british-black-panthers-the-legacy-they-deserve
https://www.vice.com/en_uk/article/9bz5ee/neil-kenlocks-photos-give-the-british-black-panthers-the-legacy-they-deserve
https://www.wcml.org.uk/contents/protests-politics-and-campaigning-for-change/black-and-asian-struggles/race-today/
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/darcus-howe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6hcMRjCOxo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6hcMRjCOxo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3i7c61bu8Us

| came from India on a scholarship to
Cambridge University to study Physics.
Cambridge at the time, 1964, didn't have an
immigrant population. There were foreign
students from India and Pakistan - only
one or two from East Pakistan which later
became Bangladesh and very few from

the West Indies and Africa. At university

| followed political movements and the

war in Vietnam to which the USA had sent
troops to fight a population which wanted
to have a communist government. Several
of my Asian and West Indians friends and |
thought that America was wrong to invade
another country and try and say what sort
of government the people should have. We
demonstrated against the Americans in all
sorts of ways. In debates, by writing in the
university magazines and even going to
anti-Americans in Vietnam demonstrations in
London.

% What action for equality have you been involved with in the past & most recently?

It was only after | finished my studies in
Cambridge and came to London to live that
| experienced a form of racism. When | tried
to rent a bed-sit, | would be turned away.
There were pubs which didn’t serve Asians
and Black people. My Asian friends and |
wouldn’t go out on nights when there were
big football games because the football
fans on several occasions assaulted anyone
who wasn’t white. | suffered this on several
occasions — being beaten up by random
rowdy, possibly drunk racists.

| was then offered a scholarship to study
in Leicester. Again, me and my Indian
girlfriend couldn’t find a room to live in as
the landlords who owned the properties
didn’t want Asians there. | was directed
to the streets around Narborough Road in

Leicester where the Asian community lived
and found a flat - one room and a yard to
live in. On Fridays we could afford half a pint
in the local pub which would, on pay day, fill
up with Asian, mainly Punjabi workers who
worked in factories in and around Leicester.
My Bengali girlfriend, Mala Sen and | made
friends with them and one week we helped
them launch a strike and a protest against
racist discrimination in a factory from which
five of them had been sacked. The strike
was successful and both Mala and | were
asked to become honorary secretaries of the
Leicester Indian Workers' Association. It was
our first move into a political organisation in
Britain.

Continued overleaf...




In finishing my studies and thesis

in Leicester, Mala and | moved

to London. In the early seventies

we encountered the same sort of
problems of racial discrimination in
finding rooms, using pubs, random
violence etc. By then we were
determined that we had to join an
organisation and ‘fight back’! We
soon joined the British Black Panther
Movement which was an organisation
of black and a minority of Asian
members which was dedicated to the
social, economic and political rights
of the new communities of Britain.

To catalogue all our campaigns and
achievements will take too long here,
but | think we made a difference.

When the Black Panther Movement,
for various reasons fell apart — as
political organisations with different
points of view do — we helped to
found an activist magazine called Race
Today.

One day at Race Today we got a call
from Bangladeshi men in the East End
who had a housing problem and they
had heard that this magazine and its
members could help them. We could
and we did.

The new Bangladeshi community of
the East End of London, still mostly
living around Brick Lane, had two
major problems. The first was that

people in the community were being g

attacked in their council houses and on
the streets for no reason except that
they were Asians. Altab Ali was the
innocent victim of such a meaningless
attack.

With a lot of young Bengali men of
the time we determined to form
squads which would gather every
evening in Brick Lane and on the
housing estates where isolated
Bengali families lived and ensure that
we were there to do what the police
should have been doing.

The groups of these determined
Bangladeshi youngsters did chase
several of the racist gangs away and
the random attacks of what at the
time they called 'Paki-bashing’ finally
stopped.

The second big problem for the East
End Bengali community was housing.
Again the young Bengali men rallied
round and we founded the Bengali
Housing Action Group which believed
in direct action. This direct action took
the form of squatting the house which
the Greater London Council had left
empty. There were hundreds of these
houses and BHAG squatted them for
families who moved into them.

Race Today, 1978, Courtesy of
Bishopsgate Institute



http://www.altabalifoundation.org.uk/articles/Bengali_Housing_Action_Group(TF).pdf
http://www.altabalifoundation.org.uk/articles/Bengali_Housing_Action_Group(TF).pdf

4 How have the tools/strategies that

you use to effect social change
evolved since you first became
woke & active*?

| think times have changed. When
| was active through the sixties,
seventies, eighties and nineties,
there really was the feeling that
Indians, Pakistanis, Bangladeshis,
West Indians and Africans had

a common cause. What has
happened | think, since then is
that communities of Britain, the
Pakistanis, Bangladeshis, Indians
etc, have begun to see themselves

as separate. In some instances this
is a feeling of a religious divide,

in others that the home countries
don’t get on so the immigrant
communities of Britain must not.

Another difference is young

people from ethnic minorities have

begun to form rival gangs. This is
a vicious development.

*aware of issues concerning social
& racial justice and working towards
equality.

Farrukh Dhondy’s
book cover East
End at Your Feet
Published in 1976
by Macmillan ©
Farrukh Dhondy
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X What message (call to
action) would you like to
share with young people,
as the next generation
of equality activists and
change makers?

We all have a sense of
justice and injustice. Think
for yourself. Argue for what
you think is right. It will lead
you to people who think the
same.

Editor  A.KIMATHI

BLAGK HOMES SPREAD

Potrol bomb attacks on hones aof
Black pecple sprasd throught Sri-
tain.Despite the fact that the
police are supposed to have char-
g24 tws West Pakisteni boys on 14
pounts of srson agsinst Feklstani
homes, reports are coning in of
ingidents in Mosseide, Manchootor,
Wolverhamp Aotom, Liverp
Birmpinghan end Bast London.

Reagidents im Bradford axprefsad
grave doukts sbout *He authori=
tien alleogation thet there ware po
TRcfal motdves Yelind the bomblogs,
They pointed oub Lhit oot just Fa=-
kioteni but saleo West Indian homem
like that in Whites View,Bradford,
nnd boon attosked.Tho Palbdiotoni As-
sooistion hae @at up vigilante pe-
trala,

Five children heve died in Bradc-
ford alone- as a result of the fires.
Marly others have besn sariously in-
Jured.

Four West Indiar children died on
ODetober 14 when a fire burned down
& house ic Mesdow Road, Moss nide
The co 2 the fire io oaid to bo
unlmeown' .

A fiftsen montk old child died in
a firat Floor room in Alexandra
Fark Road, North Londem, on the me-
me day.

0o October 25th, ithree Jamaicen
childran, Bisins e ey, 13 Pau=
lette Bailey 7 mnd Glan Bailsy 5,
digd wheon their house in 70, Recto-
¥y Reoad, was burmod down.

The Caribbean Overesss Aesocia-
tion centre in Anton has been gut-
ted Ly three firves within two weeks.
The centre which was set up after
18 monthe of ciantiops and at a
ccot of L5000, hae been completely
dagtroyed. The police stated Lhat
they ara wstill inveotigating the
incidente e possible oroon

CALLING ALL CARS! ARREST AND
BRING 1M THE FirsT  PAKL
You SEE! THAT'S AN ORDSAL!

- — - — _————

After a sudden burst of publisity
the preas am edin have coapletely
huahed o up 8ll newe of recent inei-
lonts. It ie be wod that they arse

acting under Government instructions

dewn news
cial confls
Thero is some evidencs te support
the thoory thot a right wing orgeani
sation may be bohirnd thie campaign

to plag

et 15 1ikely to

of fire bombings.The fact that nobo-

sean At the ecene of th

= gone into these attack

Bleck orgeniestions are considerin
setting up self defence patrols in
arema that have been affocted,

t

indleater that considerable

£
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Mangrove
Nine Trial

The trinl of the Mangrove nine has
now dragged on for poveral weslks.
Nine Hlasks are Tacing cherges of
*igt and affray. addition, fouxr
face further o ze of asesult
snd six with sasing offensive
weapons.

Sever: brothors and two sisters
wors charged after vioclent clushes
took place at & demonrtration on
August 9, 1970.The aocussd are:
Frapk Critchelow, onwar of the Man-
grave vestuurant,Hadford ( Darsus )
Howe, Althews Jones=-Lecoints, Rhodan
jordon, onuager of Backayard,d. In-
niny Budolf Hentish, Fepert Boyes;
snd Godofrad Mills

—Hhom' tho. oonmiital hearing foak
p‘,ln.n- nt tHe Ty Lpbons Mag il

lany January, the mAgisirate David
Waohex; threw out the charge of
riot, vontending thet the evidencs
o2fered [chants of "Hill the pigs
| 414 met justify it.In an uaprece=
ted deciofon, the Diresor of Fu
bli

= Freoscputions, roeintridused the
1o trial.

aonaisted of
to obtuin an

fanice. Mare dofandanta are likely
to taks this sourse.
In the courae of i

admitted that
e Mangrove
oxe found

restrurant, neo iru:u
and ne arrests wors mado. They ad=
| mitted that policemen dreW out
their truncheons in the dsmo withe
out waiting for orders from supe-

rior offiscro, And they comcedeéd
that the fighting wan tothlly spon-
tangoun after over two hours of
poaceful marahing.
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FIND QUT WHO 1S WORKING
8] - TOWARDS EQUALITY 1M
YOUR COMMUNITY?

] of your area.

Include anyone you know who is working
towards making Tower Hamlets a safer and
more equal borough.

THINK ABOUT PEQPLE WHO
ARE WORKING TO COMBAT

ABLEISM, AGEISM, FASCISM.

! MISSION TWO: - %
3 " . EQUALITIES MAP : = -

Work with a partner to design an Equality Map

RACISM, SEXISM, HOMOPHOBIA,
ISLAMOPHOBIA, ANTI-SEMITISM,

i1 /B
FIND QUT ABOUT - 1
WHAT’S HAPPENING g 5
IN YOUR LOCAL' AREA. St
DO YOU KNOW ABOUT o L
THE ‘NQ PLACE FOR W

HATE’ CHAMPIONS?

Consider including young people,
educators, community elders,
community group leaders,
campaigners, activists, carers, health
workers, social workers, volunteers, -
voluntary organisations.
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Discuss as a group the inequalities which
affect you or people you know in Tower
Hamlets.

Agree on an inequality that feels the
most important for you to challenge and

combat as soon as possible.

INSPIRED BY THE IDEAS
AND TQOLS SHARED BY
THE EQUALITY ACTIVISTS,
DESIGN A CAMPAIGN TO
RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT
AN INEQUALITY AND
GENERATE IDEAS ABOUT

HOW TO COMBAT IT.

“We Are All Campalgners

All campaigners are trying to influence
something or someone. For the purest
example of a campaign, think about

the child who wants sweets. They'll try
everything - bargaining, cajoling, crying.
Children are incredibly determined and
creative in pursuing what they want. And
these are probably the two most important «
qualities for effective campaigning.

Rather than being a fixed set of skills,
campaigning is more a way of thinking
and behaving. It is about being able to read
and analyse a situation; who holds the
power to give me what I want? What will
it take to make them do what I want?”

Sue Tibballs, Chief Executive,
Sheila McKechnie Foundation




THINK ABQUT WHO THE
CAMPAIGN IS DESIGNED
TO AFFECT..

Young people?

Once your campaigns are designed you will
work as a team to present them to the rest

of the class, to persuade them that a) the
campaign is needed and b) your campaign
ideas will work.

Politicians? (central and/or local)

Community leaders?

Local residents?

A particular group of people (i.e. local
business owners, teachers, park managers)

THINK ABOUT THE BEST TOOLS

FOR REACHING THOSE PEOPLE..

A catchy slogan? Tagline? What most effectively
communicates the point of the campaign

YOU MUST -
INCLUDE: e
1. A key message CONS,DER;

(what do you want
to change?) * How you know your

campaign ideas will work?

Appealing visuals/graphics that draw
people’s eyes?

Placards/posters/stickers/t-shirts/hats?
Social media (images, film, hashtags)?
Gathering people in public space?

Public meetings? . Your audience (who is

High profile supporters? (celebrity, community the campaign designed What previous campaigns

leaders, politicians, cool local organisations)

to affect?) have you researched to

. At least 2 different inform your plan?

campaign tools How have the Equalities
Activists inspired your
ideas?

Local press/media coverage?

45



Tower Hamlets - 'radical actions then and now..
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VAR i | COLLECTIVE ACTION 46
L .
'l ' ' ' What happens when people come together, with a
' : ¥ shared goal, to effect changes in their communities? oo
How do people connect, across difference to realise
a shared ambition?
'_ 1936 - Battle of Cable Street 49
A ! 1978 - Rock Against Racism 56
[ 1978 - Protests following the murder of Altab Ali 63
b7 &l 1993 - The Revolt of The Isle of Dogs 67
'3 ! | ' 2011 - Anti- Racist Rally 72
:;\_ e Mission Four: Add an entry to the timeline 77
! * Mission Five: Create a ‘live’ news report 79
I
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x WHAT HAPPENS WHEN PEOPLE - #PROTEST
COME TOGETHER, WITH A SRARED GOAL. #COLLECTIVE ACTION
. Erf&f (‘:\'}:\E&HCAGN?IEUNWIES? #FREEDOM OF ASSQCIATION
#SOCIAL MOVEMENT

+ HOW DO PEQPLE CONNECT
ACROSS DIFFERENCE TO REALISE A

| SHARED AMBITION?
L l L

. TOWER HAMLETS



Tegan Tallulah, born 1993, calls for the greatest ever Collective Action — full
article published here.

“The last few months of 2018 and early 2019 have seen
historic levels of climate activism and public attention.
Something seems to have finally shifted.

‘Never doubt that
a small group of
thoughtful, committed
citizens can change
the world; indeed, it's
the only thing that
ever has’

One of the most inspiring things right now is the explosion
of youth-led climate activism. From Extinction Rebellion
that was recently holding mass protests in London to the
Sunrise Movement and the Green New Deal to the School
Strikes for Climate movement — it’s in the air. And it’s
having an effect. The UK Parliament recently became the
first in the world to declare a climate emergency.

Margaret
Mead, Cultural
Anthropologist
(1901 —1978)

In April 2019, Greta Thunberg was invited to speak at the
European Parliament. Thousands of students from schools
- and universities strode out of lessons to protest inaction

B T | on climate change and try to force leaders into acting to
E ‘3 - protect our future.

The older generations have failed to get a handle on this
global existential threat, and it’s now time for us to start
taking the reins.”

HOW HAVE PREVIOUS

GENERATIONS IN TO RISE TO THE
s TOWER HAMLETS CHALLENGES THAT QUR
: . 3 COME TOGETHER TO GENERATION WILL FACE,
= b e CHALLENGE INEQUALITY  WHAT CAN WE LEARM

AND WORK TOWARDS A FROM THE COLLECTIVE
COMMON GOAL? ACTIONS OF PREVIOUS
GENERATIONS?



https://www.resilience.org/resilience-author/tegan-tallulah/
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2019-05-08/young-people-and-climate-change-why-its-our-time-to-take-the-reins/
https://rebellion.earth/
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/
https://neweconomics.org/campaigns/green-new-deal
https://youtu.be/we2H0FfS18w
https://youtu.be/we2H0FfS18w
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-48126677
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-48126677
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/video/2019/apr/16/greta-thunbergs-emotional-speech-to-eu-leaders-video
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INCOMPLETE
HISTORY CF |
COLLECTIVE .

3/ 1936 v

ANTI-FACISTS ASSEMBLED TO BLOCK THE WAY

, & OF THE BRITISH UNION OF FASCISTS DURING THE
AC-”Q NS : | GREAT DEPRESSION.
@ | ' The Jewish community of London'’s East End mainly comprised of families
AGA‘NST k . ': that had arrived between 1881 and 1914. Many of these families settled in
4 ' ) . England after fleeing anti-semitism and racist persecution in Russia, Poland

investment in new business and a lot of money was made. But, following a
big financial crisis in 1929, the 1930s looked very different and many trades
were badly effected. Cabinet manufacturing and tailoring trades, the two
trades most Jews were employed in were particularly affected. As dole
queues grew, people were forced to work as “sweated labour”, accepting
miserably low wages for hideously long hours. The lack of employment
meant that there were many people going for each job and that many were
not able to earn enough to feed themselves and their families properly.

THESE DESPERATE CONDITIONS MADE IT EASY FOR PEOPLE
TO GET ANCRY AT THE SUCCESS OF OTHERS AND SOME

| | NEIGHBOURING COMMUNITIES BLAMED THE JEWISH
e e COMMUNITY FOR WORSENING CONDITIONS IN THE EAST END

: o and many other Eastern European countries.
‘NEQUAL‘TT y 4 Throughout the 1920s, the UK had a boom time — there was a lot of



http://www.learnersdictionary.com/definition/persecute
http://www.cablestreet.uk/

g

By 1936 the British Union of Fascists (BUF) had
become the largest organised anti-semitic force
in Britain. Oswald Mosley the leader of BUF
capitalised on the anger felt during this time,
now often referred to ‘the Great Depression’.
Mosley announced he would celebrate the fourth
birthday of the BUF by staging a provocative
march through Stepney, the heart of the Jewish
East End, on 4 October 1936.

Anti-fascists assembled at Gardiner’s Corner at
Aldgate, blocking the gateway to the East End.

The crowd roared “They Shall Not Pass!”
and “Down with Fascism!”

There was then no route left for the fascists to
take and Sir Philip Game, the Commissioner of
Police, told Mosley to march his troops west from
Tower Hill and out of the area. Meanwhile anti-
fascists marched to Victoria Park and celebrated
a victory for the Jewish community, the people of
the East End, and anti-fascists everywhere.

YOU CAN SEE VIDEQ FOOTAGE

OF THE BRITISH UNION OF
FASCISTS AND THE ANTI-
FASCISTS MEETING IN 1936 HERE.

East London Advertiser 31 Oct
1936, Letter from BUF, Courtesy
of Tower Hamlets Local History

Library & Archives

www.ideastore.co.uklocal-histor
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http://www.historymatters.group.shef.ac.uk/owns-battle-cable-street/
http://www.historymatters.group.shef.ac.uk/owns-battle-cable-street/
https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiZFyYkcnf4

East End’s Black Sund
CROWD

HROWS

— T S
T W
A e A e WA ST O Y B

HILD THROUGH WINDOW

Ny HE€TP

Battle of Cable
Street report, Daily
Herald, 12 October 1936,
Courtesy of Tower
Hamlets Local History
Library & Archives

www.ideastore.co.uk/
local-histor

_Kyith a large piece of wood, and
I was struck in the face.

“The crowd was shouting,
* Hail, Mosley,’ and various slogans
stach as ‘ Down with the Yids.’
* Before I could get on to my feet
I was selzed by three or four of them,
and they lifted me and hurled me
through the window of Mr. Philip
Tavy's tailor's shop. The glass
gmashed around me and I was dazed.
“The crowd then picked up a little
girl and hurled her after me. Luckily

Car Burnt

RON BARS &
ATCHETS

olherwise she might
injured.

artlcles in the window
youth pull sut a length o

SED IN RAID

Sticks, Iron
Bars, Hatchets

" They len rushed to th

I EN slashed with razors . . . half-a-mile of shop
windows shattered...a car overturned and
d...a man and a little girl hurled bodily

ough a shop-front....

These were some of the things that happened in a
econd Sunday of terror in London's East End yesterday.

It was one of the worst outbreaks of hooliganism
at has been witnessed in London for some years.
urteen arrests were made during the day.

Notwithstanding the events of last Sunday, the Com-
nists held a demonstration at Victoria Park after
arching from Tower Hill.

corner of

. iron

smashed up the cer, and one of them
broke the petrol tank. The petrol leaked
out, and another man threw & match,
“The ¢ar went up in & bla
s Iu L‘ne meantime T had got of the
hold of the

renzy of

flung stones at b
Late last nig
police were

X Destruction

Despite the appeals of the East End Mayors and the

bour and trade unions leaders to ““stay away " from

& East End, thousands thronged the streets. e
The march was orderly enough. It was while the|®"
kmonstrators were in the park that trouble began.
blice were all busy there when a sudden raid was made
Mile End-road.
A gang of 150 youths, shouting Fascist slogans,
hed along the road, smashing windows, scattering
ods and wrecking stalls in a frenzy of destruction,

Hail, Mosley:
Down With Yids”
ik

For more than half a mile they tore along, wrecking|c 5 line be-
ery Jewish store they saw; shopkeepers crouched,|™2d! T
ified, behind their counters. y r
Mr. Samuel Jelen, a hairdresser, was hurled through|:
window “1 went to the door of my shop,” he said,
and immediately a crowd of 150 youths rushed

moved off, ex-

fell int

e reception bocame
irst  time  Groups

Men Slashed: Shops Wrecked 1 1 _

ranged hundreds of young men and

oullng: “Up the Fascists, . fo ) L
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https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history
https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history

BRITISH UNION'S BIGGEST WEEK: RED FLAG JEERED OUT OF EAST LONDON
THE BLACKSHIRTS COME TO STAY :  EAST LONDON SAYS BRITAIN FIRST !
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EAST LONDON FOR MOSLEY

« THEY SHALL PASS” |l
IS THE CRY OF THE WORKERS .

UNBELIEVABLE SCENES OF ENTHUSIASM = - =

SAYS GEOFFREY DORMAN
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Patriotic Worker’s Paper’
dated October 17th 1936,
© Museum of London

The 8 page ‘Blackshirt’ was the
official newspaper of the British
Union of Fascists led by Oswald
Mosley. Published weekly it was

sold for 1d to BUF supporters and
members. The headline article of this
edition refers to the Battle of Cable
Street and offers a biased account of
this event, suggesting a victory for
the BUF where ‘the Red Flag’ was
‘jeered out of East London’. In reality,
however, the Battle of Cable Street
was no such triumph for the BUF

as anti-fascist groups succeeded in
preventing the planned BUF march
through the heart of London’s Jewish
East End.



Daily Herald Archive/National
Science & Media Museum/Science &
Society Picture Library 12 Oct 1936,
Courtesy of Tower Hamlets Local

History Library & Archives

www.ideastore.co.ukloca]-histor



https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history

M Cable Street veteran Max Levitas, 97, speaks at the

anti-fascist demonstration

Veteran Max recalls the

Battle of Cable Street

A 97-year-old survivor
of the Battle of Cable
Street told anti-fascist
demonstrators that the rally
reminded him of the events
of 1936.

Max Levitas urged
the thousands of people
gathered in Whitechapel’s
Altab Ali Park on Saturday
to oppose the English
Defence League.

He said that he was
taken back to the infamous
events of 77 years ago
when the East End’s
| Jewish community fought
| off Oswald Mosley's

‘Blackshirt’ fascists.

“This today is taking me
back many, many years to
the battle of Cable Street,”
Mr Levitas told the crowd.

“We started the fight
against racism and fascism.
I stand for socialism in this
country to end fascism.

“Fascists will not march
in the East End of London!”

The Battle of Cable Street
saw a reported 100,000
people turn out to block a
fascist march of between
2,000 and 3,000 from passing
through the streets of east
London.

Anti-fascists vow to

) ‘drive back’ EDL

Thousands hit streets to oppose the far right

by Robin de Peyer

robin.depeyer@archant.co.uk

Anti-fascist protesters
claimed victory as thousands
turned out to -demonstrate
against far right group the
English Defence League
(EDL) on Saturday.

Violence was largely avoid-
ed as a huge police presence
of 3,000 officers Kkept anti-
fascist campaigners separate
from EDL demonstrators.

Organisers claimed more
than 4,000 people turned out
to oppose the EDL, while the
number of far right demon-
strators was estimated at 600.

Scuffles between protest-
ers and police did break out
when a splinter group left
Unite Against Fascism’s
(UAF) main demonstration
in Whitechapel’s Altab Al
Park.

After marching down
the closed off Whitechapel
Road, the protesters — mainly
dressed in black with scarves

covering their faces ran
towards Tower Bridge, where
the EDL march was passing.
But they were met by a mas-
sive police presence in Com-
mercial Road, where some
were involved in altercations
with officers as they were
mainly prevented from getting
anywhere near the far right
demonstration.

Separate

Once the EDL did reach
Aldgate, police kept them sep-
arate from the thousands of
peaceful opposition protesters
gathered hundreds of metres
away. . ;
Speakers at the counter-
demonstration included Tower
Hamlets Mayor Lutfur Rah-
man and left-wing author
Owen Jones.

Mr Jones told the crowd:
“Wherever the menace of
Islamophobia emerges, we
must drive it back. Today this
is our message to the EDL; we
are one community.

September 2013 East London Advertiser, Courtesy of
Tower Hamlets Local History Library & Archives

“We will not rest until
we drive this poison off the
streets of this community”

Police stopped reporters
entering the EDL rally in
Aldgate, which was limited by
Scotland Yard to 30 minutes.

The EDL was also prevent-
ed from following its original
planned route towards Altab
Ali Park and the East London
Mosque.

At a High Court challenge
on Friday, lawyers for the
organisation said the EDL
wanted to march in Tower
Hamlets because they claimed
it was subject to Sharia law,
and that people had been
assaulted for failing to comply.

The East London Mosque's
chairman, Dr Muhammad
Abdul Bari, dismissed the
claims, inviting those with
questions about Islam to visit
the mosque.

(©@© Ppictures and video at

l- eastiondonadvertiser.co.uk

www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history
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Dock street plaque — 2019
photograph, Rehan Jamil

- THE BATTLE OF
CABLE STREET
The people of East L.ondon
rallied to Cable Street on the
4th October 1936 and forced back

the march of the fascist
Oswald Mosley and his Blackshirts

e T et through the streets of =l s R e

the East End. 0
“THEY SHALL NOT PASS”

<

=

sty .y

CLICK HERE!

ol AP TR QUSRI e —s B SRy SRR \Watch highlights ,
T -:-__-.;-.'.‘_.',.;_.-,._ T e ity -_-I'_J' ST PR T \—w-f—m “;:_r.l_;:_:.. 1.7 et _ . =S ST Of the London
i e Nl $—3& I SO Jewish Forum's
T B R e e B M NS T commemorative
- .‘ - . e : g event to mark the
Ll e 3 o T | } 80th Anniversary of
e e L i e e PR e e s the Battle of Cable
| e T ey : CO TR Strcetin 2016
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On 30 April 1978, a crowd gathered in Victoria Park in London’s East
End. They had come from all over the country - 42 coaches from
Glasgow, 15 from Sheffield, an entire trainload from Manchester -
marching across London from Trafalgar Square to attend a special all- .
day concert headlined by Tom Robinson and the Clash. The day had
been organised by ‘Rock Against Racism’,

A GRASSROQTS POLITICAL MOVEMENT THAT USED
MUSIC TO CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE LOOMING
ELECTORAL THREAT OF THE NATIONAL FRONT.

Rock Against Racism radicalised a generation. It showed that music
could do more than just entertain: it could make a difference.

BY DEMONSTRATING THE POWER OF MUSIC TO
EFFECT CHANGE IT INSPIRED LIVE AID AND ITS ;
SUPPORTERS CLAIM IT HELPED DESTROY THE -
NATIONAL FRONT. i

e :
Read moreon  VHE YEAR RQCK FQUND < h 3
THE POWER. TO UNITE HERE (VIO

g i ot

And see more ‘M AGES TAKEN BY ?(a j_.". 2
THE MOVEMENT'S \ ot %
UNOFFICIAL DOCUMENTER e |CK |
SYD SHELTONHERE (g RE! e A e potr i
i Courtesy of Tower Hamlets Local
W s History Library & Archives
: _{% 3 ; ¢ www.rideastore.?o.ukllocal-historx


http://www.rockagainstracism.net/
http://www.rockagainstracism.net/
http://www.rockagainstracism.net/
https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2008/apr/20/popandrock.race
https://www.creativeboom.com/inspiration/rock-against-racism-syd-sheltons-photographs-of-a-movement-in-1970s-britain/

Rock Against Racism
badge, courtesy of
David Rosenberg’s

personal collecti Jubilee Street, Stepney,

London 1977 RAR

© Syd Shelton. Courtesy of the
artist and Autograph ABP




The 100,000-strong crowd at the Rock Against
Racism/Anti-Nazi League Carnival 1, at
London’s Victoria Park, 30 April 1978.

© Syd Shelton. Courtesy of the artist
and Autograph ABP

”
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The Anti-Nazi League (ANL) was
founded in 1977 in response to the rise
of the National Front, a Fascist party
which promoted racial hatred and the
compulsory repatriation of immigrants.

Between 1977 and 1979 some 750,000
ANL badges were sold. The badge
features the ANL arrow emblem, a
reference to the symbol used by anti-

Nazi Social Democrats in Germany
during the 1930s.

The ANL was closely associated with
the Rock Against Racism movement
which staged a concert at Victoria Park
on 30 April 1978.
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Socialist Challen
ge 20 July 1978, Courte
. , sy of
Hamlets Local History Library & Aryc}(iivrg(s)wer
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0 We've got NF supportersin our school. | hate them.:

: | THE LOUDEST applause at {he midday rally in take up what other people say.
v 4 Hackney on Black Solidarity Day was for the school They hear about Nazis and they
. students — black and white — who spoke. o E &:‘;’f;‘c““"g‘g{ NF 2
And the largest contingent among the 150 or so Suppo}lers in school and some"—-"l'
, gathered in front of the town hall were a dozen women of them wear badges. We get & ‘
3 students from Clapton School. lot from Hoxton. :

Threedth Formers—Rosemarie,aWest Indian, and Cathy: We don’t talk to the
Cathy and Karen, who are white — spoke to ‘Socialist much. |

' : R4 - Challenge’ about the experiences that led them to join Karen: [ haic them. In schoolWe
] . ; il : talk about racism 1n English. ;

the protest against racist violence and police | Rosemarie: Wetalk about il =
] harassment. people do to people and why..,__“'f'_ﬁ_
i Rosemarie: 1 was chased by broken they said ‘So what, they do it. b =3
E (he National Front last week. I black bastard’. He came crying Cathy: And about programmessiss
was going home from my 10 us, the poor little sod. they have on the telly.
boyfriend’s and near London Karen: Because we g0 around
Fields someone shouted there with black people we get called Rosemarie: Teachers gave oul
was NF, so I had to climb over -slag, tart, nigger lover’ — We leaflets _for to_day. about black &
walls and things to get away. get it all the 1ime. and white unité and fight, But =
Some of them were wearing I was over thelido in Victoria | we had to hide them sO the
Park and this lifeguard went deputy head wouldn’t f]nd out.

arm bands saying NF, and they 3
were shouting ‘black bastards’. over to my friend and sdid ©ne girl was reading  the

! There’s a few of the white boys ‘Look at that slag there with all | leaflet andthe deputyhead took .
& who go around with coloured those niggers’ — pointingat me. itaway and tore it up- She said
B oirls, sothe Frontwere trying to ‘She needs a good slap’. ‘Don’tread that m school. Wai

get them as well. We go with black people until you get home.’ T

because you're with them at
school. It just happens. 1f Karen: Most of the teachers are_

they’re born here, they’re for us coming out today. !
English — 1 think so. of them willbeon the march thig]
Rosemarie: IS all lies about evening. It's a good idea 1O
black peoplecausingunempioy- strike; to show that we've got a -
ment and bad housing. When groupto fight against the Front. s -
they offered blacks jobs on the | That it’s not just individuals.
buses and that it was because 3 "i
whites wouldn’t take them. Rosemarie: 1f the police aren’t .
Some iobs they don’t take going to do anything about the?""’_
you for because of your colour. Front, then why can’t we haves .»
The racists degrade us. Some a group to g0 round beatingy
and them up?

Someone said they heard a

gun go off, but [ wasn't sure
because 1 was crying and that.
1t’s not safe for people o g0 out
at night.
Cathy: The police do nothing
. about it, either. They pick
- people up for anything. They
got my friend who's black and
told him to take his hat off. He
was just walking along.

They pulled his hat off and
kicked him. They broke his toe
and when he told them it was } kids look at newspapers

-‘ - - _

e

) ————

Cathy, Lisa, Rosemarie

¥ i o ]

i L to R: Karen,
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Paul Simon, The Clash, Rock
Against Racism /Anti-Nazi
League Carnival 1, Victoria
Park, East London 30 April
1978. The Carnival line-up also
included punk poet Patrick
Fitzgerald, X-ray Spex, Steel
Pulse and Tom Robinson Band
© Syd Shelton. Courtesy of the
artist and Autograph ABP

East London Advertiser 5 May 1978,
Courtesy of Tower Hamlets Local History

London on Saturday.
Al least 80,000

marched from afa
P

ENTER]

c
League, Rock Ag
Hamlets

Racism, Tower
Movement nst Racism
and Fascism

Campeign Against Racism
and Hackney Community
Relations Council.

Top names were booked
o appear on the main stage
but the East London bodics
fixed wp the beat of local
talent to keep the fringe of
the vas erowd cntertained,

he procession moved off
soon afier 11 in the moring
led by veterams of the
Spanish Civil War and
Cable Street. They were
oon swamped by strangely-
ressed punks who were
intent on getting 1o the park

azt Landon organisa-
tions were there in force -
Jjoined by delegations from
as far as Scotland, Walea
and the continent.

Banners were dominated
by the yellow and red
colours of the Anti Naxi
League. The demonstration
resembled a brightly-hued
snake as it wound slowly
through London.

SORE THUMBS!

Police who had been
robbed of their May day
leave were generally in good
bumour. Those taking the
officlal count with “eliek
omelers” were complaining
of sore thumbs, however,

There were nine arrests

An enormous show
of strength against
racism tock over East

people

4

during the day, but Sc,uﬂautd
Yard agreed that wasn't bad
out of 30,000 peuple.

The end of the march
finally arrived after Bve
o'elock when the third
group, Steel Pulae, were just
finishing. They were
followed by the final act, the
Tom Robinson Band, who
were givenm A tumultuous
reception.

Those who could not bear
the crush near the stage
were treated to local groups,
firc-caters, clowns and about
50 stalls, Food and drink
stands were under seige

The trees came in haady for those after a bird's eye view.

throughout the afternoon.

he Anti Naz League
were delighted with the
event. Press Officer Peter
Hain said: “It far exceeded
our wildest dreams. We
boped for 20,000 and most
people thought we were
being optimisrie.

“It represents a watershed
in the fghy against racism
and the lies of the National
Front Tens of thousands of
non-politically mativated
kids sweiled the march. The
Front eclaim to be
inroads in the sehools, that
has now been dramatically

Library & Archives

www.ideastore.co.uk[local-historz
"-E-""'T“'-" '-"’
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ALL PHOTOS:

TONY BOCK

reversed.”

Bethnal Green and Bow
MP lan Mikardo, who tock
part in the protest, com-
mented: “It was certainly §
the biggeat political demons- §
tration T've been oa in m;
many years of politics!
lSHHOfJL"'lIJO'IL

*There were three §
important aspects. The very
high prupwm of young
children, the fsct that i

seemed to in pcopb-

from all -m life and it
was the most ul and
hspplest mareh v
been on™

e eVl
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Page 1,
RAR article,
Morning Star, 2
May 1978, Courtesy
of Tower Hamlets
Local History
Library & Archives

www.ideastore.

co.uk/local-history

As the march floods Into

. Victorla Park, a dense crowd
gathers with their Anti-Nazi
League symbols, while behind
banners are still arriving.

Up on the stage, above, the
compere was asking: “Why are
. we here?”

Loud and clear came the
amswer from thousands of
throats: “We're all against the

i e i Front.”
expal i ; om the stage across doctrinating the th, and that We are taking them on now West and North-East. )
i St o ﬁgmd e S i ;Chsgdctfm:hgusandse gathered in is what n\;ﬂe Naﬁoouna! Front is and are pushing them out. The power of music for enjoy-

A NEW GENERATION of It was the young people of the park, some perched in trees, trying to do here, You have Indian Workers  Association ment of life was a major theme |
anti-racists is now on the g taking over the mantle of While everywhere were the cir- shown by your presence that president Vishnu Sharma said of the afternoon—an invitation
march and will take some gnti-fascism. Singer Tom Robin. cular symbols of the Anti-Nazi they will not succeed.” people should not be fooled into to rock against racism.
stoppin son expressed uhE.ir feeling when League, a red arrow on vellow. League organiser Paul Hol- thinking the National Front was A Caribbean steel band enter-

Ry ed by their massive he told the rally; “The message At Trafalgar Square, Labour borrow said: “This demonstration a patriotic party. They were tained the rally, while later inf % L-

Theies?r?WMndéta: l{he week-  of this carnival is ‘hands off oﬁr MP Audrey Wise said she was IS British youth telling the fas- g" G o, “ta.s'-. 1;210:18 a:ﬁ the park there wﬁs a whole 5“':& 1"
grrtfise?hat they want nothing to people’. Black and white unite delighted to see so many young mstg ‘:he:estsz %0- tolt l]'f'[ai:-lwr :t a:'%'i":gﬂ ]Seol:li.x utions as w ces?:o_n-r of wl?oﬁi nﬁmebaar::i 1
do with the National Front or and fight together.” people together. e ,IH& tecsher ess sthe S et é.gm_ G s NUPE, NALGO and rs?ge] Pme. ol peig ) F
'%I}e:rfil e:r:a?gru:;s:::&go?;om ' SUNSHINE .nt_‘nelf-1 i 1'sl‘!:tlgm san:éfﬁgzi gLeagﬁe mittee which wants to stop black C%ﬁfﬁﬁﬁd se%“:ra:i%ﬁojg- Spex and other groups. = 3
schools 1lam'l colleges, teachers It didn't matter what colour believes in a policy for life, en- immigration. f:'i:]s, e o enmist Parte e There were stalls from Bethnal g :
and public service workers, your hair was or how many joyment and music. The National T END tive and branches, the Morning Green Hospital workers fighting
young unemployed, punks and safety pins you had in your Front believes in a policy of EAS ; Star, Anti-Nazi League banners against closure, and Chile ScI)_l:
tockers literally took over Lon- trousers, everyone enjoyed a day hate. 2 ’ “The nazis are going to meet from Wales and Scotland and darity and a huge rubber lil
o atreets o say: “Never out in a peaceful event that must _ “We believe you don't look their end. This is an activist the Socialist Workers Party. for kids to jump. around on &
again” in a carnival against the have  profoundly ~ depressed at your neighbours for S‘Tﬂp'i]‘ campaign and we will not rest One feature of the demon- disco music. 4
nagis. Messrs. Webster and Tyndall. goats but at the problems all yptil we have rooted out the geration was that black organi- At the park, the role of the | :

i Trafalgar Those twe varticular gentle- around it in society. We stand nazis from British politics.” sations were not in evidence, police was mestricted to direct
Sai:':un;aclfzzf "to ®overflowing men were there, tOEﬂhef with for the politics of friendship. East End Labour MP Ian and neither was any large group ing traffic, though as the march
for the joint Anti-Nazi League their mentor Adolf Hitler, but Actress Miriam Karlin re- Mikardo told the rally, armed of black people, tho many moved through Hoxton in th
and Rock Against Racism rally, only as huge effigies, symbolising called the horrors of the nazi with thousands of anti-racist of them intermingled with the East End, police with horses §

5 a & . & i .
i t h  opposition to the Front's poison- concentration camps — “the placards and whistles: “We . rowd. were massed in side streets td‘ )
:;}:: lg:;gt 'Eﬂ?“ﬁ‘a”ﬁ:";ﬁuﬁu%n UEE message. 5 sounﬂ of cz}l‘(ﬂeltruc sdrunél‘zjhag légsc‘;th:Idl a%outt c?fca::m n:) n&;: Mc?, present had trave!lied li:n make sure tll;lmttheedfew LFrt;1r1 ' I
i it As the sun shome down, in the night” — and added: AR s 4 coaches from all parts of the supporters who turned out Were
o T oLl ks chords of punk and reggae “that is how Hitler started, in- the "30s and pushed Effm. out. country _includi th ki :

R ok ke

“aar

reached Victoria Park, Hackney,

L
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et VIR WDah  Tmome. mom

Youth was a marked feature of the carnival, as much as the anti-racist solidarity
between all races reflected in this float of the National Union of School Students.
Page 2, RAR article oyt YWPAY ¢ S Fealh g B ) L
with 4 featured !N e S g > S
gig photographs,
Morning Star,
Courtesy of Tower
Hamlets Local
History Library
& Archives

www.ideastore.

co.uk/local-history
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and while the’front o the demonstration was enteﬁng Victoria I‘a people were Yo e — =
algar Square, to form a final park audience of 80,000 people. b o = —— _F____--——'-"__'_'""_,:__.:.__;‘,

- : : e =
T s ) e e e How The Clash punk group saw its fans—undoubtedly the largest live audience for

whom it has ever performed.
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PROTESTS ABOUT THE

Y 4 ‘ 7 8 MURDER OF ALTAB AL

ALTAB ALI WAS A 25-YEAR-OLD BENGAL! WORKER MURDERED IN ADLER STREET,
WHITECHAPEL ON 4TH MAY 1978 BY THREE TEENAGE BOYS.

He was on his way from the small leather garments factory in Hanbury Street where he worked as a
machinist, to his home in Wapping.

Altab Ali was the victim of a racist attack. Throughout the 1970s racist attacks on the Bengali
community had increased. The murder took place on the night of the 1978 local elections where, in
Tower Hamlets, the far right National Front Party was standing for election in 43 seats; far more than
they ever had previously. Even though they did not get the number of votes they were aiming for,
their involvement provoked a highly charged atmosphere in the local area.

ALTAB ALI'S MURDER WAS THE WAKE UP CALL THAT RAISED PEOPLE'S AWARENESS
ABOUT THE GENERAL LEVEL OF RACIST VIOLENCE IN THE EAST END,

at that time common across the borough of Tower Hamlets and beyond. But Altab Ali's death marked
a turning point. Ten days later, on 14 May, about 7,000 people marched from the site of his death

to Hyde Park, to mourn his death in a spirit of resistance and to demand police protection. After a
campaign of sit-down protests, the National Front, whose headquarters were not far from Brick Lane,
were forced out of the area within the year. The local Bengali youth movement and the Anti-Nazi
League were born out of the events of 1978 — and far-right extremists suffered a huge setback.

‘%,’ mzmopoumn POLICE |
<24 Appeal for Assistance!

All mformatlon treate:

5

.

HURSDAY MAY 4 740.pm

ALTAB ALl aged 24, was stabbed in
Adier Street,Ei (off Whitechapel Road).

WERE YOU IN THE AREA THEN?
DID YOU SEE ANYTHING?

Please contact the Murder Squad at

LEMAN STREET POLICE STATION
1-4§

as strnctly confidentlal

e it

' Copy of Metropolitan

Police appeal for
assistance poster, 1978 — F=
© Copyright and courtesy |

of Paul Trevor :




CAMERAWORK d CAMERAWORK

Community under attack: Brick Lane 1978

Paul Trevar, » member of Exit and the Half Moon Photo- a typical year in the Brick Lane ares. Most of these  eighbourhood are for mysclf, It's a personal thing, If - makes me a community photographer or not,
graphy Workshop, talked to Camerawark, p.xq.":-s illustrated a mr.nl :h:ml called Bhu;m the llry it of interest 1o other people, that's Bae. "'M.r' doasat matter 5 e _5" hmﬂif_ = prl:::;rl f:a?ufm weink ehar phokyma phs can be sed 1o improve race
Houw did this st of pactures conis abowt? Smeets* amd I'm boping i them im  of usc ‘seven better. Like | inferested in photography. I'm much msore intes

Well, these wnn{m have been drawn from 3 mueh  Camerawork will draw people’s attention to that book,  said, it" a sort of visualdiary. Afiera in people ~ you know ;{m. Pt pm!*:;j E.:"Ern:’.ﬁ:h:f::,::.‘” T::i: why if's impor-
larger body of work that I've been doing for over five which | very much want people to read. while a pictare of the neighbourhood automatically tionships aren't, And hooking back on all my phots. e, P‘Im e
yeams now in my seighbourbood. Allthese photos were Do you rgard yourselfai o communify photsgrsphert beging to emesge, but | wouldn't claim that it repre-  graphs I can see that they'ro abowt relationships. .H'qu'm the Stree,

takem last year. They're mot typical of my pictures as 8 No, | doa't regard myself as somebody else's label. sents the commenity, Il amything | suppose the gn:uwnylmiummnnh-ku..m..,r,;"“,. gﬂh,mm“us«w”-m.m,, Availsbl
whale bist then, 35 most pupl: knew, lust yeas wasn’t Let me just say that the pictures that 1 take in my pictures arc about myself. So I don't know if thar very typical of what I've bees daimg. from: 2 Cable Street, Losdon EL. Pn“mcﬂmp,v;

T traditional image
a(m Bengalee is one ohp-n"u pﬂ-fnkulum mnmn
community in Tmlll-hhlﬂ“w‘nﬂymmdmdlk
vahses and customa of Sylheti village lfe.

Extremms right-wing politieal wetivity is not new in Brick Lase, In vimes
o L Blamed for high

and eber social ills of the ares. In the Thirties it was Sir Ovwald
Maenley's British Union of Fasciats whe sttscked (he Jews. In 1978 it is
the Maiscmal Froat aad the Brith Mevement who have raised the
violenee of recent yeirs sgaisd the Besgalees 1o even preater

4 mee aggressive slasd Uhan many of their
ehders and play & crikad role 0 mobilising the community.

The exparience of life ia Eaut Leadsa losdi many Rengales &

10 actepd Facial sbuss and aniack 34 & conutaat factor of eve ryday ife,

da of Bengalees march | from White:
of Aak Al 25
hhdﬂmﬂﬁmdmmmummzﬂmmm

s which
-ll NF candidates stosd.

Mm-‘- 52 Mary's Charchyard, wnmnlul -bnem had

Been murdered, With the incffectiveness of the Race Relations Acts
and the failurs of the farces of lnw uad seder to deal with coatiauing
altacks and provecatios, Beagalees begin 10 call for the formation of
seli-deicace greups,

Tdch May. lmmlﬁﬂmhﬂuﬂﬂnww s No. 10

e seca in Bt Not o soge wordsbout i sppeared I The Doy
Mail, The Daily Telegroph or The Dandy Expoen.

Pelhamm Buildings, Spisbicids. Mait of the Bengabes familics Bring in Pelham Buikings are syualting, having becs subjected to violenes and
harassment in council flats clsewhere in the East End, and sre seeking the probection that large numbers of fellow Eengalees provide.

Police move o & gang of wkinheads rmaming i Spitstelds. On 11tk 17ah July. 8,008 Blsck woskers _. 7 s st raci Member of the Natioasl Froat selling Narionad Fronr News s the jop of
June 150 white rouths rampaps through Rrick Lase shouling ‘il the e e ot ooy gt reled Belck Lane. It f ti ek poli
g

8 Britain, but Floct Sweet ehose 80t 10 ceport i that is the inflammatssy (netor threstraing lyw and oeder in the arca.

Brick Lane 1978: A community under attack, © Paul
Trevor, Courtesy of Ansar Ullah’s personal collection

ey



Socialist Challenge, 20 July 1978 - Message from East End Strike
against Racism with image of Sunday sit down on Brick Lane,
Courtesy of Tower Hamlets Local History Library & Archives

www.ideastore.co.uk/local-histor

s, R T
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Bt Challong

Message from East End sirike against racism is

- " ¥1‘WE WANT YOU
s S5 WITH US EVERY

-
o

- " \\_‘
¥

s ‘é‘.

The sivadown on Sunday it ki Use Fascish out of lrick Lase

Brick Lane and Beyond Pamphlet Equality and
Human Rights Commission Front Cover, Courtesy
of Tower Hamlets Local History Library &

Archives www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history
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COMMEMORATING

ALTAB ALI DAY
4 MAY

BIIICK IAIII- 20 AUGUST
1978. DEMO BY TOWER
HAMLETS DEFENCE
COMMITTEE AND THE
ANTI-NAZILEAGUE.

© PAULTREVOR

Commemorating Altab Ali Day pamphlet
by Altab Ali Foundation (Ref No LC7790),
Courtesy of Tower Hamlets Local
History Library & Archives

www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history

Phaoto: ANDIREW WIARD [Repart]

| Mail. mensures”

Wall of sllence events. Nor did the Sun and the Mail it d on Brick e

The Express had four tiny paragraphs on page 5 which the pholographs were good.

THE MASS media was true to form: The TV covernge described the police arrests as the eruption of ‘racial Why this wall of :llm‘t by the bourgeois media?
l showed Beogalis arguing amongst themselves. The chashes' Because the lessons must nol be spread. Blacks reading
papers underplayed the event. about these events might decide lo imitate them.
e bulk of The Times repon concentrated on Merlyn The Morning Star was the only daily paper to have the S0 ihe self-censorship of ihe British medin operaies
Rees's with  the High  story on its fromt page as the lead. Newsline followed the - once sgain. Bul the message will spread. Through our
Commissioner! The Mirror did not mention the day’s rest of the dailies and led on the Heathrow ‘security papers and mectings and word of mouth.

Wall of Silence, 20 July 1978 Socialist

Challenge, Courtesy of Tower Hamlets
#L- ‘ Local History Library & Archives

www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history
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IN SEPTEMBER 1992, BRITISH NATIONAL -
PARTY [BNPT SUPPORTERS WENT QN A 4
VIOLENT RAMPAGE DOWN BRICK LANE. '

They smashed the windows of shops and restaurants - 1
injuring several people. e

One week later, Derek Beackon won the BNP’s first “ ;]!!
ever council seat — on the Isle of Dogs. |

It seemed that from nowhere, the Nazis were on the 1
streets and in the council chamber. There was shock
and outrage in the local community. 1

The day after the BNP won, council workers on the 5
Isle of Dogs held an anti-racist strike in protest. s

That Sunday the Anti-Nazi League called a protest to
clear the BNP sale from its pitch.

Hundreds of local Bengali youth joined anti-fascist
protesters. The BNP were chased from their sales
pitch — they have never returned.

The final blow to the BNP was the Unite Against
Racism demonstration in March 1994.

OVER 40,000 PEOPLE MARCHED THROUGH
TOWER HAMLETS SENDING A CLEAR
MESSAGE TO THE BNP — YOU ARE NOT
WELCOME HERE.

A huge “Don’t Vote Nazi” campaign organised on the
Isle of Dogs ensured that Beackon and the BNP were
defeated in the May 1994 council elections.



https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/may/02/bnps-last-district-councillor-bows-out-but-insists-party-will-rise-again
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/may/02/bnps-last-district-councillor-bows-out-but-insists-party-will-rise-again
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/september/17/newsid_2520000/2520085.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/september/17/newsid_2520000/2520085.stm

Derek Beackon, one time BNP councillor
and BNP official holds racist newspaper
at a rally in Bethnal Green called to
try to raise racial tension in the area.
Photograph © David Hoffman
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Riot Police arrest an Anti-Nazi League protester at demonstration in East
London 16.10.1993 when demonstrators tried to march on the BNP book
store, © Alex MacNaughton, Impact photos, courtesy Bishopsgate Institute




Black reporter meets Beackon’, News
of the World article, 19 September 1993;
Courtesy of Tower Hamlets
Local History Library & Archives

Darek Baschon shares a cup of tea with a learful Geraldine and Phillp Johnson

Police escort to

=

THE BNP's Derck Beackon was
accused of being an unfit councillor
after he helped fight off the bailiffs
outside the home of an illegal tenant.
Clir Beackon, who says the BNP
stands for law and order, went on his
first job as new councillor for Mill-
wall, on Tuesday.
He was supporting asthmatic Geral-
dine Johnson who had been told to
Gate by

er the police, council officers

s turned up they went away

emply handed and postponed the evic-
tion indefinitely.

Clir Beackon told the Advertiser:

rry’s family has lived on the Island

for generations, but now the neigh-

bourhood says it needs the

place for a larger family

whatever thal means,

OFFERED

“‘Somenne has tipped me
off they want it for an Asian
family,”

But neighbourhood bosses
suy a white family with four

fury grows

'l'ﬁh WUHLL,

Bla.ck reporter meets Beackon+ +He admits £100 ﬂne++ I am racist’

RACE WINNER: Our man Kizzi meets neo-Nazi councillor Derek

whenever you like’

BUT BNP CHIEF’S PALS TELL
OUR MAN TO % % %% OFF

By KIZZI NKWOCHA
RACIST Derek Beockon put
on his Mr Nice Guy act yes-
terday—and offered to buy o
black man a pint.

1 was the black man. And Mr
Beackon did his best to be
diplomatic when I asked what

thought of m
“You look like a mne chap,” he sabd

uhgeelebnudmmqlhoﬂmmhlw
o win a council seat in years

“I'd have a drink unlh you, any
umc—na. I'd go oul with yuu

And his :upﬁamu nhunwu
Iitthe ti of t
n 1 lnjd thern which puaer i
represented. one of them described it
as “that leftish mg"
Despite Ume mh-cks

CRISIS IN BRITAIN++CRISIS IN BRITAIN++CRISIS IN BRITAIN e i

?-20 5

Beackon
‘not fit’ for
job on the
Island

peaple can now Jjudge him more clearly
for what b

A sp-ukwnnll from Bow County Court
refused to say why the eviction was post-
poned, but added: **There were many
reasons why we decided to postpone the
eviction. Bi will go ahead.™

SQUATTING

A spokeswoman for Isle of Dogs

aghked Mr Bﬂn.:hnn l'or a
number sa [ could

ners

rour
gested they give the new
! councillor a chanee
write the
own—in cas any
troublemakers Mard it—

m
The 48.year- ald obless
driver was elec| by a
seven-vote m: 1 o
represent  Mil Il on
Tower

rived area's
r‘;?l)unun is al-
per cend,

dus
Simost 1o death
al whites. He was
o' on a life-support

J'allocd Mr Beackon if
bed himself a2 a

fhelp oy tohite
residenty and insisted he
§ to act for all

""}. KB Moount far
hI: change of heart, hl
said: 1 didnt know
was goln to be el«bd
pSmartly.dressed  Mr
Beackon admitted having
a eriminal

and they nicked me,
Will wwe be having that
drink topethers Ata 1t
Iooks like Tl be buying
m then | ramg Tu
¢ o
. ﬂm swrnu u'gu‘;

i NEW BNP councillor Derek gam
| Beackon was given a police

3 Neighbourhood said Geraldine, whose
kids already living on the family have lived on the nd 150
Island has been offered the  years, was squatting as she did not have
house. The family, an Isle of  the tenancy to her uncle's house, bul
Dogs spokeswoman said, are  had an offer of another home,
neat on the housing wails e ——————

ing list.

L
“p said later; ¢ mecting  sible Labour lhi_:! John Biggs B, ho ’a s s
was a h||b.rn!_ As the meeting started a blasted: “*Clir Beackon -

Hamilets Coun

banners 200 “It was fuIIniIn.un« and

| escort as he went 1o his first
ever councll meeting this

e chamber
ed with onlly two
25 after agreeing
police an [
pOFTers Were ot **neces-

and most of the councillors
are muddle class blokes, and
for me it will take a tine bit

protester from ELWAR stood has shown that not only

up and accused the whaole
council of being

does he not know what he
is talking about but also
he has no interest in the
Island and is only pre-
pared to work for local

blame on

h.. wis not impressed of unde ding."’ Amhurst R 3 people on his own nasty
Just before the Tpm start coned y the terms,
llors decided to hand Beackon had been invited after saying: *‘Tower Ham-
nll- £10,000 10 o sit with other councillors lets is responsible for this
he borough's Race b he preferred to sit finseo tonight. Getting to this
amang the strictly con- meeting is like breaking into
trofled public gallery, Fort Knox."

Christians ﬁd

WASTE THE Bishop of Stepney has blamed the BNP vic

. tory in Millwall on fellow Christians.
“*All he has done is to L} ns Clir Derek Beackon's supporters ha
waste council money, pro-  succeeded in having *hu undreds of individual

long the agony for the conversations' about problems like housing - an I

Labour councillors who had “There were noarrests and —— family who needs this  area where Christians had failed

threatened to boycolt any no clashes between demon: home and show his unfit-  The Rt Rev Richard Chartres even declared it

meetings attended by Beack- strators outside, according 10 pess to be a councillor. was easier for him 1o chat with Muslim youngster

on decided 1o stay 1o give Limehouse’s Supt Dave “Perhaps his actions are  than East End Christians

him as little publicity as pos-  McDonald useful though, because  In aleiter to Church of England worshippers in [
Tower Hamlets, he stated: “*We should ke ev L

Article about the election of, and public
response to, Derek Beackon, East London
Advertiser, 7 October 1993, Courtesy of Tower
Hamlets Local History Library & Archives

www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history

= ty Council

When asked what he
thou; the decision
Beackon -.alai. “*“What's
THREC? I don’t know
cnough about it Il have 1o
|hml sbout it

{ supporier
| nearly 40 from East London
/ s1 Racism,
on had no idea
oS wens
chanting **You play the racist
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' BNP election leaflet: :
WH ITEs . ‘Wake Up Whites’, 1995,

Since the local Council elections in May 1934 the new Labour administration Courtesy Of Tower

has put its full muiti-racial machine into overdrive. LABOUR has 43 Councillors H
outof50, and 15 ofthese are Asian -just under 35%. Between now and the noxt Ham]ets Local HlStOX‘y

round of local elections there will ba by-elections from time to time. In some H :
ofthese elections LABOUR will certainty field more Asian r.andlrlalaa That lerary & ArChlves
why we say WAKE UP WHITES! If LABOUR get just 7 more Asian Councillors
this will give them 22 - aimost 52% of LABOUR seats. THEY WILL THEN HAVE WWW ldeaStOI’e uk
THE MAJORITY SAY IN TOWER HAMLETS. Many Asian Councillo Iready
hold positions of authority on the Council - for example ChairVice Chair of Cal hlstor
their departments. Our new Mayor is COUNCILLOR GHULAM MORTUZA oF
SPITALFIELDS WARD, and control of the Council has been grabbed by the
loony-left in alliance with Bengalis. Around Brick Lane whites are being told
openly in the street not to enter the area. We ask you to consider - who do you
trust to preserve our traditional way of life?

ASIAN COUNCILLORS IN TOWER HAML

This is Councillor Beakon’s Britain,
Today 1993, Courtesy of Tower Hamlets
Local History Library & Archives

www.ideastore k/local-histor

e
Nooruddin Ahmed. lmm,
x ¢ T 7
ahma an:'\IhL-Ids £
| G Spialfisics .
X : elds L 4
. Mohammed Al Waavers
9. Soyful Alo Limehouse
. Mohammed Uddi a E Dunstan's
Abdus Shukur. e
Pola Manzila Uddin Shady -
. Abdul Asad o -
" Rajan Uddin TeoAY  8(alaz
. Bodrul Alom..
®Former Council leader JOHN BIGGS a ¢ battle to keep his
after & challenge from Aslans and Councillors who are even more
treme laft-wing than he is. This battle of egos went on for months until Biggs t
aving the cantestants little time to deal with the issues that -
or RAJAN JALAL, one of the main leadership contenders, was — -
B U Wﬂﬂﬂﬂ for months for h relvement in a hod e e scredit
Biggs, thus enha g m keadership chances.
alrman of ng. uncillor PHIL MAXWELL, has announced plans to
wied families. He went on to say
ith cades set out by the
suitthe many large s o -

Aslan families - at the expense of two normal sized 1 =
.Fu{rm.-r Council Leader JOHN BIGGE uprx!flrrl the scrapping of the SONS &

GHTER R RACIAL EQUALITY
sl;mnuv’ it unebicted quange
is in a position to decide ﬂw sr)l Ias of lns Council you pay for.

®Chair of Services YVE AMOR has refused to give n[m playgroup
a grant 1,700 because il was for CHRISTIANS, but at the same Commiii
meeting agreed toa grant of £12,000 for a BANGLADESHI MLIM5.Q.'HI:r TODDLER
GROUP. Not bad comin, m a Council which says it supports equality for
everyone in the borough!

®.JULIA MAINWARING, Chair of Education, in commenting on a Tower Hamlets
bookiet ditailing over 200 multicultural fictien titles said: "This listis particularly
his home h an ethnically diverse popul
tion™. As iese people live in Britain why can't they read Britlsh books written
English? INCILLOR MAINWARING was recently shortlisted to stand as a
Lamur Parliamentary candidate ardiff North in Wales. Where do her priorities -
lie, with the people of Millwall or those of Wales?

hair of Planning & Environment, recen -appu:ud plans for
pment of 40 oned two- bed flats on the fsi Hi

abaut the BNF by writing far information. Plesse filY in your
it and addroas balow and Send it to us with S0p_ in siamps fo cover casts.
. Emma Strest, Londan £2 782
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L = Community divisions i“m‘s"“‘“ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ“ﬂgmom
56 Vi : Sad for Mr
l" : w Mlmtor!veln dl‘mm‘“icemﬂma!mé;le
multicultural utopia becsse our paliticins
3.\ S living In 1 f
O e e e L e
% . 4f 1 had to laugh at last week's ;;‘i‘[‘ﬁ political aspirations
. coverage in the ELA over . n..or Hamiets, he has
e g Out to JEmONSWAIE asSANS'  occasions fighting again
¢ | the English Defence League  oiom gnd for equality

h (EDL). S us He got battered rving to
& The "exum:m.;gg of Hufn} K arrest Zimbabwean President

ﬁ| congregated in Tower ththe  RobertMugabe hegot

i,y letstobore us rigid wi viciously assauited fighting

g Usual fubles and. of course, for gay rights in Russia. He,

§ all in the name of free speech. like everyone else, knows
The Battle of Cable_St.r_\‘.‘et _ Tower Hamiets has g serious

rerun this most certainly gl? sectarian problem.

B not. The loony left, incapal Then view the other side,

of garneringfrom theentire vy o Rohman and Labour's

country any more than a cou- John Biges. who both pander

in silence.

Newham Recorder,
Community
Divisions, 2013,
Courtesy of Tower
Hamlets Local
History Library
& Archives

www.ideastore.
co.uk/local-history

living in cuckoo land “gm Thatchell carried a placard
. theoldroutine:  ,; e EDL, march which

g‘;m with us then read: “Stop EDL and farright

1 s Islamasists. no to ALL hate!”

R “mw& He speaks for all the people

{ m,m%m of the East End regardiess of

mﬁmmdm race, creed or colour

8 things. mentally bankrupt or

W c?lntgleemdomdmmesof B Bengali weddings
N - a .
£, o name Jmine et S€QrEQation goes on

all the time here

Anti-racist-demo Brick Lane/ Bethnal
Green Road, 1993 © Phil Maxwell

o me because that sort of /-"’
&Bmm;ﬁmm /

Tt has been an issue with
me that the lis try to

Footage of the

dlencoonthe . &= CLICK HERE!

a news report here.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPYzYj76CMk
https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history
https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history

ENGLISH DEFENCE
LEAGUE MARCH &
ANTI-RACIST RALLY

d1v1de us ‘shall not pass’

06 The EDLand  "seianin= B2

Large crowgls assembled in east Lopdon to oppose a " | ram immensely proud of
demonstration by the far-right English Defence League 28| - | the way in which paople

in our borough joined to-

B ' ' was supported by
on Saturday 3 September 2011. There were frequent S g gethert};ast v:?;kell;'d to: makg their ilk with their b S -
. = -'| sure that igots an sC ar T
angry confrontations. At one stage EDL members chanted 5| Tacists of the English De- message of hate union leaders Oy
. . 3 ._i-,_,_J' fence League did not march i ey ¥ cCluskey, pgeneral-sumge 2>
”You're scum and yOU know yOU are" to forelgn tOUFIStS, oz through Tower Hamlets. aﬂd lelS'Oﬂ W'” tary of Unite. L

It was hugely encouraging
to see the rich diversity that
is our community gather to
hear speakers such as the
96-vear-old veteran of Cable
Street, Max Levitas.

United East Endand

never be Welcome  against Fascis
bilise support fr
ACross our horou
vond. And it was

while an Asian man singled out for abuse shouted back:
“I'm as English as you are”.

Hundreds of residents and anti-fascist campaigners

- ® Lutfur Rahman S0 many supporters I
q He reminded us all of the utfu any su trs
I our churches, mosq
converged on Whitechapel Road close to the East London powerful history of our bor- because of our large Bang-  Such claims — invariably synagogues as wel @

Mosque' a target for members of the EDL' amid a police - -1 ough and that the defeat of ladeshi and other ethnic wrapped in a malevolent [London Sikh temp

Oswald Mosley's Blackshirts minority communities, but Islamophobia — have often  the LBGT community?

presence of around 3,000 officers, some in riot gear. P e Bl i gf;ﬁﬁ;:eﬁ%gi;{ﬁ o been lazily repeated locally the streets. 2dF »
. o o T : vatefyl to & -
Muslims accuse the EDL of fostering hate against them TeS==S1 | time Jowish immigrants, of drummer Lee Righy wn botte Y Wno should know thilg’"agsl‘*;;;}ﬂ'}"\. ;

E‘F‘ﬁs‘ﬁa;w lessons for all W(éc;]dvilnch Fortunately, many nation- once again we havé
Thc slogan “they shall not ¢l % some of the wild al and local political, faith that Tower Hamlets!

pass" was born then, and g:eu'n :hg]\?ybused 0 encour-  and community figures do against racism.

it was proudly on display upporters had  know a whale lot better and The EDL and i

been lifted direc
again last Saturday, newspaper cnlulﬁis fro[;)? were happy tolend theirsup-  with their mess#

The EDL decided 1o tar- promine port to my successful ¢ rision will 1
nt journalists in n am- and divisio!

ot B it 0k oy U pewopaprs % DS 200D h DL, fom  weloome 11

and unite &

through claims that a gradual “Islamisation” of Britain is o
taking place.

As he began his speech, the EDL's founder, Stephen o .
Yaxley-Lennon, 28, who uses the name Tommy Robinson, 7 Azl
appeared to be led away by police. He was under court E

restrictions after being convicted of leading a fight at a ) &
football match in Luton that year. .

A T ——— e

Racists who attempt to divide us
‘shall not pass’ Lutfur Rahman,

East London Advertiser 2011,

Courtesy of Tower Hamlets Local
History Library & Archives

www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history

More information here



https://www.theguardian.com/uk/english-defence-league
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/tommy-robinson
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2011/sep/03/edl-march-halted-by-police
https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history
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Keep EDL Out of the East End

For anti-racists’ right to march

anger amongst

in a borough with

the hlghc-st pF'rLentagr‘ of Muslims in
Britain.

—wmg thugs see
an opportunity to develop
iting force that could in the

whip up rar‘|al
in our communities,

EDL can be stopped
THE FAR RIGHT has not been able to

d‘n’RE} ar nng omﬂl’b
d out of th:a area. The

Police bans or mass campaign?
Mayor Lutfur Rahman led a call for
the EDL march to be banned by the

warned, the police
Justification

thirty days.
N did not ke

on the EDL demo in Leicester

acists to stay
lgnu'ed this

way by Thcusands r~f rnalnly Asian young

came out onto tl
their commur
ple of Tow
continued to demand our right to m

argued, Mayor Rahmans
powers to mobilis
f the borough. He
>d meetings on

Officer
appointed sp
support th

Working class unity to fight the cuts
THERE IS also a danger thal

campaign against the EDL is united with
the campaign to stop the cuts, the EDL

Socialist
Party
Newsletter,
2011,
Courtesy of
Bishopsgate
Institute

ountry. - and prepare the way
ilar movements acress the world.

' Photograph of Smash the EDL and BNP

protest placard, 3 September 2011 (Anti-
Fascism March in Tower Hamlets)

©Rehan Jamil

Image of EDL March, East London
and Docklands Advertiser 11 September, 2013
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THE EDL IS VIOLENT.
Its core supporters are members of football hoo-
ligan firms who have joined forces to form a
racist street army.

EDL demonstrations have regularly descended
Into violence, EDL supporters have rampaged
through town centres - such as Stoke-on-Trent
and Dudiey - attacking Asian and Black people,
smashing windows of homes, shops and cars
and attacking mosgues and, In one case, a Hindu
temple.

Three Asian men were beaten up during a recent
EDL demao in Dagenham, with ene suffering four
fractures to his face, In Luton, Asian residents
had their windows smashed and EDL graffiti
daubed on thelr homes hours after an EDL
demo,

THE EDL IS A DANGER TO US ALL.

It started by targeting the Muslim community,
now it is increasingly alming its violence at other
traditional targets: of fascism, physically attack-
ing trade union demos, antiracist and sodalist
meetings and anti-cuts protestors as well as
Black and Asian people.

EDL leader "Tommy Robinson' has issued threats
to school and college students protesting over
tuition fees, EDL thugs have even invaded a
trade union and community bookshep in Liver-
pool.

% o T ———
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GET INVOLVED

The Sikhs Against the EDL® campaign offers a
wvariety of volunteering opportunities as a power-
ful force for change, both for those who volunteer
and for the wider community.

‘Sikhs say
NO
to EDL’

The choice of volunteering opportunities range
from e-activism to Meld work with your local net-
work,

E-mail: movement@turbancampaign.com
Call: 0203-468-2734
Twitter: @turbancampaign
You can also find us on Facebook!

CAMPAIGNS OF INTEREST
QPs
€ ocop

(ABOVE: Sikh elder harassed in |

Dusdiey) 1

Sikhs Against

EDL pamphlet

2011, Courtesy |
Bishopsgate

Institute

SIKH COMMUNITY SPEAKS OUT

We, the Slkh community, are deeply concerned
by the rise in fascism, Islamophaobia, anti-
Semitism and racism. The English Defence
League (EDL) has organised gvents across the
country, stirring up hatred, Islamophobia and
racism - running riot in some cases and provok:
ing viclent attacks on Muslim, Black and Asian
communities and on Mosques and Mandirs
(Hindu temples).

Alangside this the British National Party (BNP)
has received unprecederited electoral support for
a fascist organisation in Britain.

They are using the old tactics of 'divide and rule’
and are trying to divide the Asians by isclating
the Muslim community. Furthermore, some mis-
guided Sikh youth are letting themselves to be
used by the EDL while a Sikh man disgracefully
joined the BNP. These people are helping to
spread mistrust within our communities and we
whole heartedly condemn their actions.

At a time of economic crisis with mass unem-
ployment and Impending deep public spending
cuts - if the racists are allowed to make any fur-
ther gains then we all would suffer from grave
CONSEQUENCES,

"We urge all Sikhs, Hindus, Muslims, Chris-
tians, Jews and people of other faiths to
come ther to strongly cor the aec-
tions of these racist organisations and unite
te turn back this tide of hatred.”

L
Q AGAI
ENGLISH DEF!

(ABOVE: Luton counter-demanstration)

SIKHISM teaches that everyone has a right to
live according to their beliefs and religion

The Sikh Gurus have defended, safeguarded, fought

and sacrificed to uphold the rights of others mo matier

what their refigion, caste, gender or race,

The message promoted by the Sikh Gurus is to allow
all to live freely without undue interference and re-
strictions. This philesophy was vigorously defended
by all the Sikh Gurus but came Inko sharp focus when
the ninth Sikh master, Guru Teg Bahadur choose to
sacrifice his life in defence of the Kashmiri Hindus
who were baing persecuted by the Mughal govern=
ment during that time.

ACTION REPORT

1n Movember 2010 our group (Turban Campaign)
signed a joint statement condemning the EDL. Littie
did we know at the time that our action would trigger
off a national anti-EDL campaign within the Sikh com-
munity which would result in significant media caver-
age on the radio, in newspapers and on TV and would
lead to the distribution of over 6,000 leaflats in a pe-
riod of two months.

“Never had I imagined that I would
spend week after week for months
on end campaigning against a
fascist organisation. However, that
is exactly what happened!”

Since bacoming “active’ and uniting under the
banner 'Sikhs Against the EDL’ we have had the
opportunity to bé involved with some high-level
consulting work with the police service, engage in
Interfaith work, speak on campus to University
Sikh societies and we have also been successhul
in informing vulnerable mislead Sikh youth.

Our campaign was also present at the Vaisakhi
celebrations and collected hundreds of signatures
from the Sikh community condemning the EDL.

‘?‘ ERN

1 believe that our efforts have been extremely
important in delivering heavy blows to the EDL's
propaganda campaign in which our community
were being misrepresented.

We believe the most effective way to defeat ra-
cism and fascism Is to campalgn and mobilise
against it. The EDL cannot be banned out of exis-
tence, it must be defeated by political campaign-
ing to mobilise communities against the bigotry
they promote and the hatred they incite

by Varinder Singh, TurbanCampalgn.com
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| Council of Mosques, East London
Mosque and Metropolitan Police

| Pamphlet in preparation for Saturday
3 September 3rd 2011, Part of the
. collection @ Bishopsgate Institute

-
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Saturday
3rd

COUNCHJ{ September
TOWER H,J;MI%JES 2 0 11

The Council of

-
.

Mosques

The East London

Mosque

&

METROPOLITAN
POLICE

www.eastlondenmosque.org.uk Meiropoliiun

www.councilofmosques.com

Working together for a safer London ems.met.police.uk/met boroughs/ Police Service

tower_hamlets/index

East London Mosque Tower Hamlets Police Council of Mosques «{
|

iy

L

To ensure today is a peaceful one,

The East London Mosque has an : 2
the Mosque and police have met in

ex{_’e"e"t working Telatlonslhlp advance to agree a joint plan to : &
with the Metropolitan Police provide reassurance to you, the The Metropolitan Police, the | '
Service and continually work community. Council of Mosgues and the East
together to ensure the safety This agreed plan London Mosque are committed to %
. moves ocalpoliceoficars o USSR IG RS
community in Tower Hamlets. working with stewards from the ; )
Mosque to - i i
Today, Saturday 3rd September 2 a0 mcreaseld Policsiand Steward t
; % : 5 ; presence will be seen around the |
2011, certain groups may seek to . Provide advice and information to Mosque to support the plan |
; |

undermine the excellent reassure local people.
relationship that exists locally . Seek cooperation from Please ask a police officer or |
. Ve steward for further help or advice
between the police and the everyone to maintain the peace :
5 2 or any of the websites overleaf.
Muslim community. and keep the Mosgue and
surrounding community safe and
secure.

. Taking early joint action to reduce
tension and misunderstandings.
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WHEN bananas and abuse were hurled
at leading West Ham player Bobby
Barnes during a game when West Ham
visited Newcastle, the Newcastle team
manager Jack Charlton said: “I want
' ) t histle or shout

5. make them look the

He added: "They want locking up."

Newcastle Football Club are mak-
ing it plain they do not want racists at
their ground. Racist graffiti is being re-
moved from the St James Park ground.

Asked about NF literature on sale
at grounds, Jack Charlton replied: “We
won't have it in the ground. Any of
our fans who buy it can stay away
from this ground. We don’t want them.
We want everyome welcome here
apposing fans, coloured people, every-

one,

Why don’t you get your supporters
club to do something about this, too?
Contact Mangre! if you need any help.
RACISTS 1 involved

3 ds team’s
r several vears,
janting racist

uting. It is even

bers in sUppor
: up. But the

Foothall Club message to them is

SHUT UP

| r Eddie

, a former
national
=l every
. @ single

1d Road family.”

London,

A\

Johansson at Leeds and Clyde Best at
West Ham.

Now a large number of clubs have
black players like John Barnes of Watford
who is also an England International,
Arsenal’s Viv Anderson, John Chedosie
and Danny Thomas of Spurs, Remi Moses
of Manchester United and Bobby Barnes
of West Ham. Some have played for Eng-
land and taken a key part in goal scoring.

Yet for some people, the contributions
of black players to soccer are unwelcome.
At a number of clubs, especially Leeds,

joined Che

Chelsea, West Ham, Millwall and New
castle, people hav i to stir up trouble
amongst white fans st hlack players
When Paul Canov a black player,
pme people ran a hate
st him. However Cano

campaign
ville’s ex
were w

1’s real fans and

Here to stay

THE PAPERS nowadays talk as if our
country is at war with the Afro-Caribbean,
Asian, Phillipino, Vietnamese and other
residents living here.

Every day, people can be heard talking
on buses, tubes and trains, in pubs, youth
clubs, churches, on the radio and tv about
‘swamping’, ‘invasion’, ‘over-run’.

Other times it’s about the ‘British way
of life’ being changed by ‘foreigners’,
‘immigrants’ — or ‘these people’ taking
aver ‘our jobs’, houses and scrounging on
the dole.

What's the truth?

For a start we must remember that
millions of British people have travelled
and settled in many countries of the world
over the centuries.

In fact, the number of white Britons
and their descendants living in other
countries is four times the size of the cur-
rent British population.

Are all these British people overseas
{perhaps your own uncles, aunties, or

ped, we cin put you in touch with groups in
vour ares who ean give support. Or if you
know of any such attacks or nuisance on your
¢ of at school where an attack has taken
place, please write to us, If you support us
and would like to distribute this paper, write
or draw a cartoon contact:

MONGREL PO BOX 418, LONDON E1 ODB.

P&P Mongrel, PO Box 418, London E1 ODE

brothers, sisters and cousins} ‘foreigners'?
‘ymmigrants’? Taking over jobs, houses,
or scrounging on the dole?

Are the countries they're in being
‘over-run’ or ‘swamped’?

Another way to look at the wallies
who hate or attack people in this country
because their skin is not white, is to
remember the last 500 years of British
history and Empire.

During those many years, black people
in Africa, the Caribbean and Asia were
made to become British subjects.

Many books have been written about
the ‘British Empire’. But only a handful
show us how the people of those countries
and their descendants were forced to
wark on British-owned plantations (tobac-
co, sugar, tea, coffee or cotton) and down
British-owned mines (coal, gold, silver,
copper] to feed, clothe and make Britain
a wealthy country, It's the same now.

Their labour and taxes as black workers
in this country have also helped to keep
this country going and provide the services
we need.

We could not drink tea or coffee, drive
cars, wear clothes or domany other things
every day without the ships coming from
Africa, india and other parts of the world.

Why don’t we ever hear ahout this in
our papers, in the pub or club, or on the
telly and radio?

Mongrel Pamphlet p8, Courtesy of Tower

Hamlets Local History Library & Archives
www.ideastore.co.uk/local-histor

Collection of Anti-Nazi badges
from 1978-84 joined by EDL Free
Zone badges from 2010, Courtesy

of Bishopsgate Institute


https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history

Add a recent entry to the timeline
documenting a collective action that has
taken place in Tower Hamlets since the
millennium (2000).

Your entry for the Incomplete History
of Collective Actions Against Inequality
should be of a professional quality. It
must be well-designed, easy to read
and draw on well-researched source
materials to bring the historical moment
you have chosen to life for future
learners.

2 MISSION FOUR: i
ADD AN ENTRY TO THE TIMELINE

!T SHOULD INCLUDE:

A key date

An interesting title

A descriptive paragraph
which provides the reader
with more information

At least 3 different source

materials evidencing that it
happened and bringing the
event to life

If possible, your source

materials should demonstrate

different opinions or
experiences of your collective

action




78

SOME TYPES OF SQURCE
MATERIAL YOU MAY WANT
TO LOOK FOR:

Press Media - Journalistic reports or
articles in the local or national press

Film Footage — Found via YouTube or
national archive searches

Photographic documentation of the
event (be sure to reference who the
photographer is)

SOME USEFUL LINKS:

e British Film Institute

o National Archives

e Tower Hamlets Local History Library and Archives

¢ Bishopsgate Institute

FOR EACH OF YOUR
SOURCE MATERIALS BE
SURE TO INCLUDE:

Where you found it (for example-
what website or book or archive etc)

Who took the photo/ wrote
the article

Which newspaper or television
programme it was a part of

What the date of the source
material is

Who has copyright for the material
(this means who has ownership of
the material)

e Museum of London

* Imperial War Museum

“e |dea Store

e BBC Archives

Please note that at the time of this resource being built Autograph ABP archive is being digitised and may be a
great future place to look for source materials for your collective actions.



https://www.bfi.org.uk/archive-collections/searching-access-collections
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
http://www.thcatalogue.org.uk/
https://www.bishopsgate.org.uk/archives-1/accessing-the-archives/search-the-online-catalogue
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/collections
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections
http://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history
https://www.bbc.co.uk/informationandarchives/access_archives
https://autograph.org.uk/archive-research/archive-resources

© MISSION FIVE:

- RESEARCH & DEVISE YOUR OWN LIVE' NEWS REPORT

Choose a collective action from the incomplete timeline
which you think is the most powerful example of what can
be achieved when people come together to make changes
happen in their communities.

Research and then devise your own ‘live’ news report for
the collective action.

YOUR REPORT SHOULD INCLUDE,
BUT IS NOT LIMITED TC:

At least three difference sources

At least one ‘Live’ interview with someone who is at the scene

At least two different opinions about the action taken from
your research.

Film your report and share it with the rest of your class once
complete.

EXTRA
CHALLENGE:

Do your news report

in the style of news
broadcasting from that
time. For example- if

you pick the Protests
that followed the murder
of Altab Ali, your news
report should follow the
style and feel of a late
1970s news report. If you
pick the Revolt of the Isle
of Dogs, then your news
report should follow the
style and feel of an early

“1990s news report.




Tower Hamlets - radical actions then and now.. 2B

TOWER HAMLETS

THE FIGHT FOR EQUALITY
SECTION FQUR

POLITICS AND POWER 80

What power do you have to effect changes in
your community?

Who makes decisions on your behalf about
how things are run?

Do the people who make decisions represent
the communities they are elected by?

3 T Community Organising: 84

n r it M Grass Roots Power in Tower Hamlets

i V Political Representation: 96
The Battle for Local Democracy
e Mission Six: Debate 112
* Mission Seven: The Brexit Collection 114
e Mission Eight: Power & Equalities Mural 116
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WHAT POWER DC YOU HAVE
TO EFFECT CHANGES
IN YQUR COMNUNITY7

WHO MAKES DECISIONS QN TCUR BEHALF
ABOUT HOW THINGS ARE RUN? _
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will still probably imagine a privately-educated,

Asked to describe an average MP, most people [
straight, white man. But the make-up of the :

Operation Black Vote said many more ethnic minority candidates

Commons is changing, with record-breaking i ' i won in non-urban areas which showed the UK was

strides being made in the 2017 general - “comfortable with its multicultural society.”
election. The vote delivered the most diverse :

House of Commons ever with o ~ Director Simon Woolley said:

A RISE IN THE NUMBER OF WOMEN, % “More talented BME faces will help transform
LGBT AND ETHNIC MINGRITY MPS 7% == Parliament and inspire many more to believe that

ELECTED. =" weall have a voice and a place in our society.”

There has also been an increase in MPs who
went to state school as well as a boost for
disabled representation.

Steve Ballinger, Director of Communications for
British Future, said:

“It’s got to be good for politics that gradually |
Parliament is getting closer to looking a bit more
like the electorate that it serves.”?

The general election of

1987 SAW THE FIRST EVER BLACK
MPS VOTED INTO THE HOUSE
OF COMMONS.

Fast forward 30 years and the 2017 result saw '-
52 ethnic minority MPs elected, says think tank ;
British Future.

They include Preet Gill, the first female Sikh
MP, shadow home secretary Diane Abbott*
and Manchester's first Muslim MP Afzal Khan.

B fiF g = o plid T T :
' In 1987 four black and minority ethnic Labour MPs: Bernie Grant, *Diane Abbott, Paul Boateng and Keith Vaz made history. It had been almost 60
ears since a British Asian had been elected to parliament, and there had never been black MPsBefore. 2 From BBC election news reporting 2017.
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http://www.britishfuture.org/articles/52-minority-mps-to-sit-in-most-diverse-uk-parliament-ever/
http://www.britishfuture.org/articles/52-minority-mps-to-sit-in-most-diverse-uk-parliament-ever/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election-2017-40212954
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election-2017-40212954
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election-2017-40232272
https://www.obv.org.uk/

1S BRITAIN BECOMING FARER? [SSSSRESES
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We know that Tower Hamlets’ population is the kg
youngest population in the UK, almost half of the b e
residents (47 per cent) are aged 20-39. We also know  [ERSEEEE 4 S adad
that it is ranked as the 16th most ethnically diverse Sek | i |

local authority in England in terms of the mix of BBl
different ethnic group populations. More than two W 2T
thirds of the residents belong to minority ethnic R ) ER
groups. e S ks

]
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How do these key factors affect

WWHAT 1T IS LIKE TO LIVE, WORK, s
STUDY OR PLAY IN THE BOROUGH? g

i
_ .,_..___J_ OF THE TIMES |

As a young person living in a diverse, multi-cultural

l, 8 1 borough,
ALL PEOPLE 1M s 10 You FEEL THAT IT

WELCOME HERE | B I EVERYONE FEELS EQUAL?
Do Not DESPAIR | IS T S e

THERE IS STILL ERBEEEEREN DO YQU THINK THAT THIS

woreiove oan |l [l SEERSSSNN |14 HANGED OVER

BN o roee ||| [ IS THE LAST 50 YEARS?
GOoD THAN JBAD | L] L jee T : ; p— s _
THIS ISWHATIWANT - i i L iy BT

% -A’- Photograph of “Sign of the Times”
project by Bernadette Russell
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The young people who were at the forefront of community activism during the 1970s and
1980s saw the importance of building links with activists outside their own community.
Bengali activists reached out to other ‘Asians’, the Black community, and those from the
White majority community including Jewish activists of the East End.

As Tower Hamlets’ population has continued to evolve and change, other community

members, inspired by the mobilisation of the Bengali community, have decided to come
together to stand up for what they believe in.

OVER THE LAST 40 YEARS THERE ARE MANY EXAMPLES
OF PEQOPLE CONNECTING ACRQSS DIFFERENCES TQ WORK
TOGETHER IN CHALLENGING INEQUALITY

and ultimately affecting positive change in the places they live, work, pray and play.

Often local, community-led actions feed into a wider national campaign.

WHEN AM ISSUE IS FAR-REACHING, COMMUNITEES OFTEN JOIN
TOGETHER TO MAKE THEIR VOICES LOUDER AND ULTIMATELY TO
HAVE A BIGGER IMPACT.

Here are some
examples of how locally
felt experiences of
injustice, prejudice or
discrimination have been
echoed by people all
over the country. This is
how mass movements
start; small and local
growing into huge,
driven campaigns with
the power to impact on
everyone'’s lives.




Ten days after Altab Ali's death, about 7,000 people marched
behind his coffin through central London, calling on the
government to address racism in east London. They marched to
Hyde Park, Trafalgar Square and to Downing Street.

Shams Uddin recalls the chants of

"BLACK AND WHITE, UNITE AND FIGHT"

as the large crowd moved through the streets.

"One of our community leaders told us that, if we
killed racism from the political ground, it would

automatically die on the streets, so we took Altab
Ali's coffin to 10 Downing Street.’

Change was far from immediate. In June 1978, just a month after
the murder, another Asian man named Ishaque Ali was killed in a
racially motivated attack in Hackney. Not long after, the National
Front moved its headquarters to Great Eastern Street, just a short
walk from St Mary's Park.

This brought anti-racism groups and the National Front into
tense conflict at nearby Bethnal Green, where skinheads would
distribute their literature on Sundays.

“When they came to Bethnal Green we knew we

were very much in danger,” said Mr Uddin.

Greater
London

and Essex
Newspapers
Street Fury
over ‘race’
Slaying, 1978,
Courtesy of
Tower Hamlets
Local History
Library

& Archives

www.ideastore.

co.uk/local-
history

SEVEN  thousand
rain-soaked marchers
took to the streets on
Sunday to protest at

j the ‘race murder of

Alraby Ali,
The mastive demang-

™ gration - headed by a

Pearsg bearing 8 coffin
from Brick Lane Mesgue -
waund its way to Cowning
sr reet whara protast

in & latzor
15 i P M er.

s thoy marched
Chrigtian churches in
Stopouy sald prayees for
racial peace and harmony
in East London.

The march was
offanied by the newly-
founded  Action  Com-
mittes Against Racial
Atthcks, which Is
aupparted by sl tha
Bengall groups in Easy
Londion. the  Antk-Nazi
Luogue, and the Bethnal
gam and Stepnay Traces

Plolcsm-'s nauw in
ing rain ary's
Barcar, hitet I\loe
only yardis from the spot
where two. weeks ago
Altab Al was fourid blsed-
ing to ceath feeen o stab
wound in the neck.
Banners in English and
Bengali prociiimbd Sl
defence is no offence”
“Kiop biocd off our streets’
anel Whe killed Altab AT
The march flanied by
12 mounted  policeman,
progressed 1o Hye Park
whero delegations from
many parts af the country
numBATE 1 nbout
10.000.
During Whe rally in Hyde
Park prayors wars said by
relighous beaders.
speakers was
yeteran ‘protast leadnr

the Bengali Housi ng
Action Group, Bethnsl
Groan and Stopney Traces
Caimeds and 4o Paul

st Mo, but we must

H a0 mobllise.”

As the rain began to fall
again thi marchers maved
on o 10 Oowning Seees,
whore the Action Com-
mittae Chalman, Taitur
Rehman handed in the
lettor swhich called for a
full -mam;u ton into the
police handing of racist
snncks in East London and
e man ¥ pratection of km-
migmne



https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history
https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history
https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history

In response, ANT"RAC‘SM CAMPA]GNERS ADOPTED
NEN TACTICS According to Mr Ullah, groups of people
would camp in the area overnight.

"When the National Front came down in the
morning they had nowhere to stand or sell
their literature.”

"Racism was everywhere, not just in London,’
he added. "I think Bengalis in other towns like
Bradford definitely felt inspired by how we
had organised and how we were protecting
ourselves."

Though the process was gradual, FAR-RIGHT GROUPS
LOST THEIR INFLUENCE IN EAST LONDON over the

following decade and violent attacks became less frequent.

"We weren't able to transform anything
overnight, but by the 1990s the intensity and
the violence had subsided," said Mr Ullah. "I think
we were able to change the mind-set of the
situation, in terms of how the police, councils
and the government treated racism.’

The protests after the murder of Mr Ali showed

A COMMUNITY NO LONGER WILLING
TO SUFFER THE VIOLENCE OF RACISTS
WITHOUT FIGHTING BACK.

Protests at the Murder of Alitab Ali, 1978,
Photographer Val Wilmer. Format Picture,
Image Courtesy of Bishopsgate Institute




COMMEMORATING ALTAB ALI DAY —4 MAY
COMMEMORATING ALTAB ALI DAY — 8 MAY _

INTRODUCTION

Commemorating Altab Ali Day
Pamphlet, featuring image of the
procession following Altab Ali’s
Coffin to Downing Street in 1978,
Courtesy of Tower Hamlets Local
History Library & Archives

www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history

Edited by Ansar Ahmed Ullah and Stewe Silver
Cant, Fram Rajonuddin 1841, Julie Beguen, Soyful Alom, Dan Jones, Upa Biswas and David Resenberg

Welfare Association

eet, London E1 60F

Disc;overing Br‘itainG- > C‘—\CK HE&E‘.

Aldgate, Whitechapel
and Brick Lane, London



https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history
https://www.discoveringbritain.org/content/discoveringbritain/walk%20booklets/Bengali%20East%20End%20written%20guide.pdf

The campaign against the Poll Tax twenty years ago was a massive nationwide

campaign. “CAN,T PAY - WON,T PAY” was the slogan of the thousands of

Anti-Poll Tax Unions. There was a big campaign of non-payment in east London
which organised meetings and supported people if they were summoned to
R.G Taylor ) =3 e B court for non-payment or threatened by bailiffs. Militant was the principle
e i organisation behind the mass non-payment campaign. The Anti-Poll Tax Unions
took to the courts where around 20 million people were summoned. They were
supported in the courts by Militant supporters and entire courts ground to a
halt, Lawyers volunteered to take up appeals.

East London
activists
demonstrating in
Glasgow, 1990
© Philip Maxwell

Children with a message.
Chicksand estate, Tower
Hamlets 1990 © Phil Maxwell
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THE P O:L.L T AX = DA gt WHY You sSiouLD

TN M i - OPPOSE Tue POLL TAX :
HSTeP THE PollLTaX 4|
' S AL Bl o TP

W
BofLe on] MIDDLE AN LOW ?Afcw
Wil UAVE Tb PAY A LOT MORE

REDUCE PRI/VALY .

*OLL TAX IS DIFFICULT To COLLECT.
n ARMY oF SNooPERS FPRYING
PRIVATE AFFAIRS .

o iT 15 [NEFFICIENT .

A HUGE BUREAUCRACY Wil BE NEEDED,
BECAUSE WSTEAD oF JUST ONE PERSON |
PER. HOUSEHOLD PAYING ;, NEARLY EVERYONE
OVER, I8 Will. HAVE To PAY,

1 ENCLOSE A DONATION-OF . £ ALL WELCOME !!

. L .
Send to : = i T.HAP.T.  MEETS AT 7. 30 pm
THAP.T. clo Tower Hamlets TUC; on the 1ST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH, at
THE DAVENANT CENTRE, 179, WHITECHAPEL RD. E1

' Stop the Poll Tax posters, 1989
Courtesy of Tower Hamlets Local

Local meetings were held on estates and A GREAT FEEUNG QF SOLIDARITY WAS Hi_story Library & Archives
CREATED IN WORKING CLASS COMMUNITEES AGAINST THATCHER'S TAX. R vvideastorecoukflocalhistory

Eventually the tax was defeated and substantial damage was inflicted on the government.

RARELY HAS A MASS CAMPAIGN PERMEATED SQ DEEPLY INTQ SOCETY

with such an impact. The Pay No Poll Tax campaign demonstrated the potential power of
solidarity against a repressive government. Read more here.
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https://www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history
http://philmaxwell.org/?p=6437

2003

Tower Hamlets
Interfaith Forum

Tower Hamlets Interfaith Forum (THIFF) was founded in
2003, building on the long history of diversity, solldarlty and
inclusion in the borough.

It started as a forum

TO ENABLE LOCAL FAITH COMMUNITEES
TO HAVE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF
LOCALISED DISCRIMINATION AND HATE CRIME,

and to collaborate on issues of shared concern through a
greater understanding of one another.

The Forum aims

TO ENABLE RELIGION AND BELIEF GROUPS
AND COMMUNITIES TO PLAY A FULL ROLE
IN SHAPING A BETTER FUTURE FOR THE
BORQUGH.

It does this by building on the unique legacies of solidarity,
understanding and mutual respect between religion and
belief groups and communities in our borough.

News > UK > Home News

Brexit vote sees highest spike in
religious and racial hate crimes ever
recorded

Exclusive: Race and faith attacks reported across UK increase
the referendum, Freedom of Information figures reveal

by highest rate on record since

May Bulman | @maybulman | Friday 7 July 2017 12:00
118 shares | 742 ¢ e

00® mmi

‘Brexit vote sees highest spike in religious and
racial hate crimes ever recorded’ by May Bulman
© Independent, Friday 7 July 2017



https://www.faithintowerhamlets.org

Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) demonstration in London, Saturday 16 March 2019,
© photographer Guy Smallman

Kings Cross Anti-Facist Demonstration, November 1987,
Copyright photographer Philip Gordon/ Impact Photos,

Courtesy of Bishopsgate Institute ) E THE SE Two PHOTGCRAPHS
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On 21 October 2017, the Stand Up to Racism national conference
drew together over 1,300 anti-racist activists and was addressed
by Diane Abbott MP, Talha Ahmad (Muslim Council of Britain),
Moyra Samuels (Justice4Grenfell) and many more.

“A racist offensive is sweeping Europe, with
governments and the right-wing media using
migrants, refugees and Muslims as scapegoats for
an economic crisis and wars they did not create.

The racist tide will only be driven back by anti-
racists standing up and confronting it. From
Germany to Greece to the USA, people who want
a society free from racism are saying no more.
People are taking to the streets in large numbers
to oppose racism, Islamophobia, anti-semitism and
to say migrants and refugees are welcome here.”
- Stand Up to Racism Campaign website

The clear and powerful message from the conference was that
when we bring all these struggles together and fight as one, we
can be more effective than we could possibly imagine.

12

Stand Up to Racism National Conference

——

P4
Fil
b

i

“No to Islamophobia, No to War” Stop the War
Coalition placard.

Placard used during a refugees welcome march in
London, Britain March 19, 2016 - www.stopwar.org.uk



http://www.standuptoracism.org.uk/
http://www.stopwar.org.uk

As well as hearing from Shadow Home Secretary Diane
Abbott and other leading figures, over 1,300 people heard
first-hand accounts of the horrific, avoidable disaster at
Grenfell and its aftermath, people whose family members
died in police custody, those who have borne the brunt of
the rise in Islamophobic hate crime, and EU nationals whose
rights are being threatened by the British government.

THE NEED TO COMBAT THE GLOBAL RISE OF
RACISN & THE FAR‘R‘CHT was addressed, with

leading anti-fascists from Germany, Austria and Greece
reporting from the front-line and author David Neiwert
analysing the new far-right mobilisations in the US
emboldened by Trump's Islamophobia and racism.
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http://www.standuptoracism.org.uk/first-report-stand-racisms-1300-strong-national-conference
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-40301289
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/27/american-exceptionalism-has-to-die-david-neiwert-on-the-rise-of-the-far-right
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On 17 March 2018 over 20,000 people marched
through central London, Glasgow and Cardiff.
Communities in Cardiff came together after
fascist graffiti was daubed on the site of the

assembly point.
The marches were

A SHOW OF UNITY AGAINST THE RISE
IN RACISM, ISLAMOPHOBIA AND ANTI-
SEMITISM AND IN SUPPORT OF REFUGEE
AND MIGRANT RIGHTS.

In the wake of the ‘Punish a Muslim’ campaign
which targeted Muslim MPs and households
around the country, speakers demanded action
from the government against Islamophobic hate
crime and a pledge to stand up to Islamophobia

on 3 April.

The March Against Racism, which marks United
Nations International Anti-Racism Day, was part
of a series of demonstrations taking place in cities
across Europe including Paris, Amsterdam, Berlin,
Barcelona, Warsaw, Krakdéw, Frankfurt, Vienna,
Copenhagen, Athens, Dublin and Istanbul.

Stand Up to
Racism 17
March 2018 ©
photographer
Guy Smallman


http://www.standuptoracism.org.uk/press-release-thousands-brave-the-snow-to-show-unity-against-punish-a-muslim-day-and-the-rise-in-hate-crime/
https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2018-03-16/racist-graffiti-and-posters-appear-in-cardiff-ahead-of-anti-racism-march/
https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2018-03-16/racist-graffiti-and-posters-appear-in-cardiff-ahead-of-anti-racism-march/
http://www.standuptoracism.org.uk/united-against-islamophobia/
http://www.standuptoracism.org.uk/united-against-islamophobia/
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Together we showed unity in
the face of racism. We will be
back next year for another huge ! |+ Stand up to

demonstration against all forms of Islamophobia

racism. Unity is our strength so we & an.tﬂsemltlsm
« Justice for

cannot let racism divide us. =
s Windrush -
We are the majority and we will : | end the ‘hostile
stand up to racism. ' | environment’
e Refugees
welcome
e Defend
- v ; migrant rights
CLICK HERE' - Black lives
‘ ‘ ' J : | matter
Dianne Abott (Shadow ( : e DKETIAN,

See

g tth
Home Secretary) addressin _ —— e f‘l:gsti:iedivic?eus
the Stand Up To Racism SATURDAY ‘Assemblel2 noon,
Conference

16 MARCH |P2X:2nSioniondet | s bl
YA

SEMO SUPPORTED B 2

UNISON Unite

"

n.m 3 'H . B R ] p v MUSLIM A JnatiH
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Stand Up To Racism Poster
e
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https://www.facebook.com/thsutr/
https://www.facebook.com/thsutr/
https://youtu.be/wZp_EnvVUHo
https://youtu.be/wZp_EnvVUHo
https://youtu.be/wZp_EnvVUHo
https://youtu.be/wZp_EnvVUHo

POLITICAL REPRESE NTATIN
 THE BATTLE FOR LOCAL DEMOCRACY =
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' HOW IS TOWER HAMLETS DONG AT MANG - ISREESR
* SURE THAT THE DECISION MAKERS REFLECT ., /[ B

| THE COMMUMTIES THEY REPRESENT? | e : T
J\J\ BT e Ean i
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| In 2019, Tower Hamlets Council can boast the largest %‘%Q J Alfferts W .ﬂ. $ "y ___, ; _. ”._

number of Bengali councilors in the country, with a total Pé\ N - TR o o
of 25 Bengali councillors. There are also three MPs in the o - R P . el = - .
House of Commons and one peer at the House of Lords ‘ (S . . = N .
of Bengali origin. . \{“ s\ e = o e
There is a Young Mayor who has real decision-making : @ ‘ — e a$ e
power and is able to represent the needs and ambitions . AR !‘:'F‘""'F"'* % g
of young people from across the borough. =7 ———— b
The gender balance of councillors is becoming more equal i s TR R W =SSP ﬂ
with every election. =T

Gender and sexuality norms are being challenged both in
communities and in mainstream media, ensuring that the
people who we see on television programmes, magazine
covers, films and adverts are starting to look more like us.




THINGS ARE CHANGING!

Over the last 30 years people have fought hard for
these changes.

In Tower Hamlets people have fought hard for minority voices
to be heard, for every person living in the borough to feel like

they have a right and a responsibility to have their opinion
heard and to have real power in shaping the future of the
place they live.

The power balance has been changed because of people
coming together to challenge the way that things are and
to register their dissatisfaction with things being unequal.

Here are some
examples of how

! ?- - - ‘ ’
WE ARE NOT THERE YET. = 0 Steiao
L | e AR challenge the way
There are many people who feel that decisions are still being P T ; things are done. To

made for them rather than with them. There are many people e, e = speak truth to the
who still feel under-appreciated, isolated and disconnected I A ok people who hold
from the communities that they live in. oy S power and make

decisions that affect

THIS MEANS THAT THERE & & oo
IS WORK TO BE DONE BY
THE NEXT GENERATION..
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198 Formation of Federation of
Organisations

Bangladeshi Youth
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Following the racist murder of Altab Aliin 1978

THE SECOND GENERATION BENGAL! YOUTH
WAS AT THE FOREFRONT OF ANTI-RACIST
STREET PROTESTS. the energy of these young

people was consolidated by the formation in 1980 of

the Federation Bangladeshi Youth Organisations (FBYO),
an umbrella body which spearheaded campaigns for
better housing, health and education, and the fight
against racism. The Federation of Bangladeshi Youth
Organisations was the first truly national campaigning
organisation that represented Bengali interests locally and
nationally.

Its young members USED THE STRENGTH GANED
FRON BE]NG PART OF SOMETH‘NC B‘GGER | Federation of Bangladeshi Youth Organisations participate in
TO GA]N ACCESS TO THE LGCAL PGL‘T’CAL | . anti-racist march 1980, Photograph courtesy of Ansar Ullah’s

- private collection.
SYSTEM. They also used the federation to get accessto [ il e
various funding streams that were channelled through the
local council, the Greater London Authority and the local
education authority.

The FBYO members saw the ‘MPORTANCE OF .
BU’LD]NG M—UANCES with activists outside the Bengali ¢

community, such as other Asians from Hackney, Newham,
Camden and Southall, as well as with those from the White
majority community, including Jewish East End activists.




Federation of
Bangladeshi

Youth
Organisations

ANNUAL REPORT]
1985

A |

FBYO Annual Report 1985 o .
Courtesy of Ansar Ullah’s Private Collection

E—

INTRODUCTION

At the best of times giving leadership to an organ-
isation as important as the Federation is a task
fraught with many difficulties. The need to bring
consensus in the important work f9r the commun-
ity is great. There are issues on which activists and
community organisations don’t always have full
agreement and it has been important for the FBYO
to give a unified direction to the demands anq
priorities of the community in general and Bengali
youths in particular.

The FBYO had a previous year of growth and
functions as an effective voice for Bengali youth in
the East End and indeed the whole of the country.
1 took charge of an organisation that was making a
considerable impact in the fight against institution-
al and overt racism and was fostering unity be-
tween the Afro-Caribbeans, Chinese, Somali, Viet-
namese and Bengali communities in the struggle
against discrimination and injustice commen to all
these groups. This year has been about continuing
the fundamental fight against racism as well as
working for the greater unity within the Bengali
community as well as between minority commun-
ities and anti-racist organisations.

The difficulties faced in this process have been con-
siderable given the strength of institutional racism
confronting us. Furthermore an alarming escalation
of racial violence in estates and schools has taken
place. Arson attacks have killed and maimed Asian
families in various parts of London and Nazis of
the NF have been trying to raise their ugly heads.
Schools have been scenes of serious stabbings and
beatings. Anti-racist groups have also been prepar-
ing themselves against the rising tide of racial viol-
ence. In this context the FBYO welcome and sup-
ports the Tower Hamlets Anti-Fascist Action and
the Campaign Against Racism in Schools.

Homelessness has been on the rise in alarming pro-
portions. In Tower Hamlets 700 families, almost all
Bengali, are homeless at a huge cost of several mil-
lions of pounds. This, in spite of over 3500 empty
Properties in the borough and exacerbated by the
gradual eastward move of city offices, taking away
scarce land for potential public housing. The fight
against homelessness has been waged for years.
This strugele in Tower Hamlets got a boost from
tl'he' Camden Occupation when homeless Bengali
amilies and supporters occupied Camden Town
Hall in the wake of the death of Mrs Karim and her
two children.

FBYO and other groups from Tower Hamlets
, par-
ticularly affiliated youth groups, all pooled resour-

ces and manpower to give full support to the de-
mands of the Camden Homeless.. Tower Hamlets

Homeless Families Campaign, FBYO and‘ others
picketed in front of the Town Hall against its total
lack of commitment to end the plight of hCI.I'I'lE[l:'.SS'
ness by taking effective measures in consultation
with the community.

Because of the growing pressures at present the
Tower Hamlets Council is trying to undo the
Homeless Campaign in tables about tackling some
of the most urgent problems of homelessness, as
well as developing a long-term strategy. This is
some indication of the dire straits the Council finds
itself in. The contradiction is that at this very time
they are refusing to accord proper recognition and
status to the Race and Housing Advisory Group
and have downgraded the Race and Housing Action
Team, thus considerably reducing its ability to
fight racism in employment and service delivery in
the Housing Department.

This year we agreed to meet with David Waddington,
the Home Office Minister, to take up matters relat-
ed to immigration, racial attacks and the Council’s
use of Section 11 money. We neither expected, nor
got, much satisfaction from a minister who does
not have the background or the sensitivity (not to
mention the politics) to understand the basis of
black struggle for justice. Given that he is a hard-
line supporter of racist immigration policies and an
apologist for the police, the only positive thing
about the meeting was the signal given to Tower
Hamlets on its appalling misuse of Section 11 mon-
ey. It took a Tory Minister to tell a Labour council
that it was obliged to consult the public on such
matters.

There has been consistent following-up on Health,
Housing and Social Services, which are detailed in
later parts of the report. The fight against racism—

. Wwhich is the basis to getting appropriate and rele-

vant services for all black people—is our fundamen-
tal strugele. No matter what the difficulties within

andout our organisation and community, we
must be able to recognise and differentiate our
allies from those who work against us, knowingly
or otherwise.

We must also be vigilent about the opportunist and
careerist elements within our own ranks, who will
trade the collective for personal, political or finan-
cial gain.

The FBYO will continue to grow in strength and
experience and, with the help of its members and
workers, to lead the struggle for Bengali/Black
equality in East London and play a crucial role in
the fight for social justice in Britain,




‘The youth groups formed their
Federation of Bangladeshi Youth
Organisations (FBYO) in 1980 and
successfully negotiated with the
Greater London Council (GLC) in
establishing the Race and Housing
Advisory Team (RHAT) which made
a significant contribution towards
fighting fascism on the housing
estates.

Anti-racist activities also brought the
groups, mainly youth groups, together
but primarily with other white groups
such as the Anti-Nazi League, Socialist
Workers Party, Labour Party, and the
Trades Council.

The FBYO fought racist attacks and
harassment and demonstrated against
racism and fascism with the help and
support of many indigenous groups
during the late seventies, early eighties
.. Most Bangladeshi organisations
supported and joined in the campaign.”

From Bangladeshi Community Organisation in
East London by Mohammad Ali Asghar
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TOWER HAMLETS BOROUGH COUNSIL
ELECTIONS 1982

SPITALFIELDS WARD 6TH MAY(THURSDAY)

ol
: VOTE FOR
The f]rst PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE
Ben alis Voting form SUPPURTED
g from 1982 INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES
= Tower Hamlets
Council —
Elections,
elected ourtesy of 6 | HUQUE ””"”"’ mosrmGE ‘ X
to Tower 7 [ISLAM| === | comms oo | X
L WE STAND FOR . L
s l Decent Housin or a. -
Hamlets 1
C . 1 £ Ereliye Bacasion tn Teinios.
Ouncl - ﬁlhe::x{:e:}tléeu run their oun affairs.
— {?l Ee::'::r?;::::;::l:% ;:::;:;{Council Administrative FPowers.
» AN APPEAL

Dear friends,

that nobody cares for the local working class

We have painfully observed bR s - :

Spitalfields. We, the working class peop
both by the bure;ucrats and politicians. The local u?:lr.ins t.:;u
or white, have been deprived of any access to the decision ni ng
completely powerless to mould our d.usr.iny; Ulmp:oiunt, housing
repair works, rubbish, smell etc. 'havt_! made us sick. s
So we have deceided to fight the ensuing Borough Council elections.

 PUBLISHED BY-PEOPLESDEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE, M.N.HUQUE & S.M.
\CLADESH WEL FARE ASSOCIATION, FBYO,BYF, PYO, BYL, BYM
SHS, NART SOMITY AND MANY OTHERS, T40 CANNON

Nurul Haque, an independent candidate from Spitalfields,
became a councillor in 1982, defeating a Labour candidate.
He was the first Bengali to be elected to the council.

This was followed by Ashik Ali, a Labour candidate, who
became a councillor in St Katharine's ward.



Women Unite Against Racism was set up after Derek
Beackon of the British National Party was elected as
councillor in Millwall by just eight votes in 1993. In order
to counteract the promise of future British National Party
Councillors representing their communities, they

WORKED HARD TO SUPPORT WOMEN FROM
- ACROSS THE BORQUGH TQ HAVE THE
~ CONFIDENCE TO GET QUT AND USE THEIR VOTE.

L VP B e O & e
h\‘*},‘-“ ‘ P ENEE § 'M-I’ i g
AT
L& L% N

21 ~ Unife g

Women Unite Against Racism at anti-racist demo, London 1994, photograph by
Peter Aukell/Impact Photography Studio, Courtesy of Bishopsgate Institute
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Julie Begum reflects on how bringing
women into the protest movement enabled
them to ‘disrupt’ any potential violence.
“Our aim was to create a
women’s presence in the male-
dominated protest movement.

At many of the anti-racist
protests, the police had dogs
and officers on horseback and I
remember the police wanted to
set the dogs on the young men.
So we women got in front to
protect them and the police had
to stop because we were women.
I think it’s important not to give
in to the sense of tension and
excitement in these situations -
we tried to keep everyone calm
and peaceful.”




Information
about voting was
translated into
many different
languages and
delivered face to
face by women
to other women.

A FADLAN

COD BIXI

Bisha May 5 teeda 1994

Cod Kasta ee laga bixiyo Doorashooyinka koonsalka giima fad
ssy I & k : N
16 kil bishii September 1993 Koonsaler BN ah ayaa lagu d%omy 35:11(:@‘1]" L:)oqura.hya:\faam:

ogsoonahay in dadka qaarkii laga bajiyey in ay isticrmaalaan xagooda cod bixinta. Ma u baa
. s 3as a .
tahay in lagaa caawiyo sidii aad ku legi lahayd xarunta codbixinta taariikhdu marka a; Iah:;g

OTE

This changed the - ta May 19947

foomkaan ku celiW, Uni i
way that people on May 5th 1994 729 3500 (Answer Phone), Hacdli aad doomaysd emwiaad st e T8071
felt about voting, ; A Elections. B T e e

Every Vote Counts in the Council Elections. Fadlan sax ( ) ku
making them think On 16th September 1993 a BNP councillor was elected by only 7 votes. cndial T s ] m"“ﬁ"‘ dooneysid. ]
.1 i i i uma; ’

that their voices We know some people were intimidated from using their vote, : eliyagh | st — O dhedigah L

Do you need help to get to the polling station on May 5th 199472
--;;:;mﬁhmhmmlﬁﬂmﬁﬂ.hmwmﬁlﬂ. - % somsevaeommressrtmesne o
Tel:071 729 3500 (Answer Phone), If you would like the fol help on May 5th 1994 <=~ I
Transport All Women Transport A Female Escort A Male Escort ; 3
Please Check what you need

mattered.

TR IR @R 7 5558 <7 s

teib fad

eifef CEIB7E T ITE | SO G 3050 o i F16r Frfroes wrver 7 o
FTE0T W Q COIE wEe Fea T Wi Ry o Sife eprd= A e o o
o5 T =1 oitw | ¢ % o AT coitfire GBI e B weieTre ¥ TrRica

199445 H5
_ BB R TF—RE & EHE -
&1993&:9)116{3 » U REE R ( BNP JEHE > ALITEE .
BRFVREEEG A FER R FIBLE T 26708 My s = o
_Emawsg 50 » frdt R EMBEF =

BB Women u:m
( Answar Phare ) - Fimamaaee |

Against Racism P. 0, Box 3068 Whitec)

hapel E1 Tel :071-729 3500, RENE

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" D I94ES A 5 BRBILITFEMS -
mwnvﬂ!dmmwm:w.mmwmm%m - 2l LR LG TR D ) .
: LR 3 4
Whitechapel E1 Tel: 071-729 3500 ariarer) | €% % ss»6ts wieif % Fovw o ool Srer v « Bmic D BLWRBH
pe! it s fow i | [ ) OV, mEs O
el DWMWW v W RS I___]W“B“M O e
- Y. (wsrr =0 W @ e Laedive Fem) " : S e
h!:i AN: ——
Images e
courtesy of ST —

Julie Begum’s
personal
collection




; £ EXF TOWER HAMLETS
S E EXPERIENCE OF A

x AIJ’;?-RAC!ST: ANTI-FASCIST Acnon; GROUP
; SEPTEMBER 1993 — MARCH 199

“women umTe B
AGAINST RACISM |-

£ PROG RAMME ® g[rg you unsure what the BNP really stand
What about Us - ' ® Confused about housing issues in Tower Ham-

5pm INTRODUCTION lets?
® Want to protest against racism but unclear

P

L

Women's response to Reley

Images
courtesy of
Julie Begum'’s
personal
collection

PART ONE

SPEAKERS:-

The policies, myths & facts about the BNP
Women's experiences of Racism

Support for Women

Housing &1 Racism

ROUND-UP
BREAK

PART TWO
WORKSHOPS.-
a) Political Action
b) Support Action
€} Workshop in Bengali language
d) Workshop in Somali language
FEEDBACK ON ACTION POINTS

ROUND-UP & SIGNING Lip

about all the anti-racist groups and who to
support?

Fed up with the dominance of all the
protests by boys and men?

SO WERE WE!

That's why a group of women living and working in Tower Hamlets
decided to set up this evening of debate and action. We hope it wil help
us all to sort out the facts from the myths and come up with a WOMEN'S
AGENDA OF ANTIRACIST ACTION AND SUPPORT,

It doesn't matter how ald or young you are or what background you are

ﬁvm,.xgirtorwm\enweALLhmapmmprhmﬂmgimdm
racism we see around us.

®DISABILITY ACCESS ~ ®STALLS
®CRECHE O®REFRESHMENTS
®TRANSPORT HOME

ALL WOMEN & GIRLS WELCOME
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20 07 Jahid Ahmed is the first Young
| Mayor in Tower Hamlets .

m
Jahid Ahmed was elected in January The role of Young Mayor helps to

2007. The young mayoral election INCREASE THE ENGAGEMENT

saw the biggest ever voter turnout
nthe borough - 4268 YOUNG  BETWEEN TOUNG FEQPLE AND

PEOPLE AGED 11-13 VOTED ~ FLECTED MEMBERS

in schools and youth centres. They also HAVE REAL POWER TO
Since then the Young Mayor and ‘NFLUENCE CGUNQL DEC‘S‘ON"
the two DepugygionigiMayors havg NAK‘NC: contributing to Cabinet

carried real responsibilities, taking

forward thegiisweof youngipeopleji supporting the Leader’s Advisory Board

the borough to adult decision-makers. . ;
. . and adding comments to committee
This means that young people in the

reports.

borough have an ELECTED LOCAL In carrying out their role well, the | :
VOICE THAT CAN REPRESENT Young Mayor and Deputy Yoml.lng :

THEN NOT JUST LOCALLY, Mayors regularly CONSULT OTHER
BUT ALSC, THROUGH THE UK YOUNG PEOPLE ABOUT ISSUES
YOUTH PARLIAMENT, QN A AFFECTING THEM IN TOWER

NATKONM- STAGE. HAMLETS. They feed back to young

people what they and the Council have
done.

decisions affecting young people,




Copy from Greater London Authority
Report on the Young Mayor:

“When compared with local
and national government
elections the turnout of
young people at these
elections is relatively high.
For example, young voter
turnout for the Youth Mayor
election in Tower Hamlets
was 50% compared with just
25% of adult registered voter
turnout for the Mayoral
elections in 2010”.

“Last year we had a female
Bangladeshi Young Mayor.
So that was a real first

for us.”

(Stakeholder, Tower Hamlets,
interview)

Young Mayor of Tower Hamlets

Meet the final 12 candidates hoping to win your vote

The 12 young men and women campa gning for your vote this year have each written manifestos
outlining their pledges to you, the voters

You can find out maore about each of them below:

Vivian Akinremi

Read Vivian's manifesto

n

Jlaami Barry

Ahmed Duale
Read Ahmed's manfesto

Fairoz Faria
Read Fairoz’ manifesto

=

[ AR

Juliann Gaski
Read juliann’s manifesto

Nadia Hussein
Read Nadia's manifesto

Daawoaod Islam
Read Daawond's manifesta

Saihan Islam
Rear Saihan's manifestn

Carlotta Joffe

b
;’*:--*g

Inga Karlinska

Read Inga's manifesto

'

Muhsin Mahmud

Read Muhsin's manifesio

Umayya Rahman

Read Umayya's manifesto

Screengrab from Tower Hamlets Young Mayor page, April 2019.
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However, some expressed concerns
that despite this successful engagement
there might be an under representation
of young white British people in the
London schemes. For instance one
stakeholder expressed that the ‘white
working class are a challenging group to
engage with’

I worry a bit about the
engagement of white working
class but I worry about

the engagement of white
working class on everything.
We haven't had a white
Young Mayor and I would be

delighted if we did have one.

(Stakeholder, Tower Hamlets, interview)

“It’s a great honour to

be elected as the Young
Mayor of the borough
where I grew up and live.
I will do my best to serve
the young people of Tower
Hamlets and ensure that
their views are part of
shaping future council
services.”

- Jaami Barry, the newly elected
Young Mayor quoted in Bangla
Mirror, The first English weekly for
Brit Bangladeshis, April 2019




2010

First Bengali MP
elected (Rushanara Ali)

RUSHANARA GREW UP IN TOWER HAMLETS
~ AND ATTENDED MULBERRY SCHOOL AND TOWER
HAMLETS COLLEGE.

She was the first in her family to go to university and
studied Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Oxford
University. Until her resignation from Labour’s front bench
in September 2014 over her decision to abstain on the
vote on airstrikes in Irag, Rushanara served as Shadow
Minister for Education and Young People, and between
October 2010 and October 2013, as Shadow Minister for
International Development.

Prior to her election in May 2010, she was Associate
Director of the Young Foundation, where she co-founded
UpRising, a national leadership development and
employability charity which has helped thousands of
young people develop their campaigning and leadership
skills. Rushanara recently co-founded One Million Mentors,
a national online platform to recruit, train and deploy

one million mentors to organisations working with young
people. Rushanara was also one of the members of the : "% '

Home Office Working Group on Preventing Extremism onglr Ly ¥ Z Speaking at MP’s Question Time

established after the 7/7 London bombings. ; B Rushanara Ali @ about the case of Shamima Begum,

_ speaking on Woman's @7y a Tower Hamlets school girl, who is
- - Hour January =sSSe% currently trying to return to the UK
‘ E' THWPEESES 2018 about equal ket after leaving to support ISIS
CL]CK H NS @< . opportunities at work | "™ e p— -
L e A § oty (L SR “‘*’3 =
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https://youngfoundation.org/
https://www.uprising.org.uk/
https://www.onemillionmentors.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=12&v=nQGVgXsskA4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=12&v=nQGVgXsskA4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=12&v=nQGVgXsskA4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=12&v=nQGVgXsskA4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=12&v=nQGVgXsskA4
https://youtu.be/yyauEUCQWm0
https://youtu.be/yyauEUCQWm0
https://youtu.be/yyauEUCQWm0
https://youtu.be/yyauEUCQWm0
https://youtu.be/yyauEUCQWm0

| O 8 On public service vehicles and advertising poster sites across the borough, -
= —— 2 1 Tower Hamlets Council has invested in public information to calm fears and — =
SHOW SOLIDARITY TO EU CITIZENS LIVING IN THE BORQUGH, A

The slogan ‘Are you one of the 41,000 EU citizens who live in Tower Hamlets? -

Tower HamIEtS This is your home too’ was designed TO REASSURE PEOPLE IN A . =
launch their TIME QF UNCERTAINTY THAT THEY BELONG AND ARE VALUED

L B EMBERS OF THE COMNUMTY It also aimed to let people know tha
EU CltlZBﬂS mere support available to help them thro:gh any challlngets I:he)?face as at t — — -

. . irect result of Brexit.
Brexit Toolkit P —
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Tower Hamlets Mayor John Biggs with
one of the newly created public information ™
posters, 2018, Image courtesy of London

l ! Borough of Tower Hamlets u N

1) ‘I
X
Amina Ali addresses London Borough Tower

Hamlets Brexit Commission, 2018, Image
courtesy of London Borough of Tower Hamlets.




‘In Tower Hamlets, we overwhelmingly
voted to stay in the EU. 67% of our
residents believed we are better off

in, something I wholeheartedly agree
with. The days and months following

the referendum result saw a rise in hate
crime, particularly targeting EU nationals
and other groups. But Tower Hamlets has
a long history of welcoming people from
across the world.

While we didn’t vote for Brexit, we

intend to prepare as best we can and take
= advantage of every opportunity. The
East End has a proud legacy of adapting
to change and demonstrating its
resilience in the face of great upheaval.

We are one of the fastest growing local
authority areas in the country with one
of the youngest populations. More than
41,000 non-UK EU citizens who will see

their legal status change as a result of

Brexit have made their home in Tower
T Hamlets’

o T (e S B ‘“""_"‘_‘ e - Cllr Amina Ali Cabinet Member for Culture, Art and
¥ st S T BE i i 2HI , Brexit for the London Borough of Tower Hamlets, 18 _
' : s e A 221 TR February 2019, Left Foot Forward
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https://leftfootforward.org/2019/02/countdown-to-departure-day-how-this-london-borough-is-bracing-for-brexit%EF%BB%BF/

In addition to the
official messaging
provided by the
council, street artists
have made sure that
their messages about
the EU referendum
and Brexit politics are
all over the borough.

e T s

Street art
images from
Shoreditch
and Brick
Lane area, as
photographed
February 2019
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| MISSION SIX:

DEBATE CHALLENGE

WHAT IS A DEBATE?

A debate is a formal type of
argument that has a structure.

In a debate you argue a point of view
as part of a ‘motion’ or topic.

Debating has a very long tradition.
WW2 Prime Minister, Winston
Churchill, was a great debater who
once said that

‘JAW JAW 1S BETTER
THAN WAR WAR’

-~
.

b | !‘flr’l"’

A debate is based around a
suggestion or ‘motion’ relating to
an idea or opinion. People who are

arguing to support the motion are

called the ‘proposers’ and people
arguing against the motion are the

‘opposers’. The debate is chaired
by a ‘speaker’, who reads out the
motion.

An example of a motion is:

Children should be allowed to
leave school at 14.




RUSUCSMAUICAE  RULES FOR YOUR DEBATE
POLITICS AND POWER MICRCQ | e e = |

COLLECTIONS, ON THE | |
FOLLOWING MOTIONS: | TOU MUST HAVE:

* A’speaker’ who introduces the motion and then acts

1. ltis easy to find out about who represents as a moderator

you and/or your family in a) central

government? b) local government? e A team of proposers who will all present their

response to the motion and evidence the reason they

. The people that make decisions on our have developed that point of view

behalf are the right people?

* One team of opposers who will all present their

. We need to make 'Diversity the new

response to the motion and evidence the reason they
normal’?

. have developed that point of view
. Young people are best placed to f - .
make our communities stronger, more
connected and able to speak truth to
power?

Vote to decide the winner of the motion

You must choose a speaker and groups of

proposers and opposers for each motion. i
If you are going to be a proposer or an opposer of

Both groups then research the best way to . a motion, it is important that you listen well to the

evidence their point of view using the People : contributions of others. This is so that you are able
and Power micro collections and digital links. | to do the following:

Summarise what has already been said

Build on what has been said with new points

Counter points made by the opposition with
your own points




MISSION SEVEN:

- BREXIT COLLECTION ]

The vote to take the United

Kingdom out of the European TH’S CQULD lNVQ LVE

Union was a political referendum
in 2016 in which all UK citizens
over the age of 18 were asked to
vote on whether the UK should
remain part of the European
Union or choose to no longer

be part of it. Inspired by the
micro collections in this section
‘Political Representation’ and
‘Community Organising’ —
research and curate your own

collection about the great Brexit
debate.

How different people reacted to the outcome
of the vote

Young people’s opinions on the outcome

Collective actions that have been inspired by this
moment of historical significance

Your personal opinions and those of your peers
about what Brexit means for you

Information from the council about what support
is available for people with concerns about how
Brexit will impact on their lives




THINK ABOUT... !
Collecting a variety of different { TH’NK ABOUT

1 . ;. .
source materials’ including: T .
9 How you will display your collection.

* Ephemera (items which are
meant to be temporary like

badges, stickers, pamphlets
etc): A public information board in your

area (talk to your local community
: centres, libraries, sport centres
Photographs etc)

e This may be an exhibition board at
school

Print media

Documentation of personal An online collection
stories and experiences

Film and video footage
available online

Your collection should involve
materials that are available in local
archives and/or heritage collections
in addition to online resources and
items that you may be able to find v TH]NK ABOUT,,,
in hard copy today around your

Making your collection as appealing as
local area. gy 2l 9

possible for future pupils. Imagine someone
your age, discovering itiin 20 years time.

e How do they feel about your collection?

e What does it teach them about this
moment of historical significance?
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Inspired by all of the materials in this resource, and those
which you may have sourced independently as part of the
earlier 7 missions, design a Power Mural for your school.

YOUR MURAL SHOULD I 17 S140uL FEATURE:

1. Celebrate the radical heritage of this
borough

Significant historical moments

Introduce people to key people and Inspirational activists working for equality

events which you think are inspiring Quotes or actions which have inspired you

Make people think about what they ; Essential vocabulary needed to discuss
can do today to stand up for equality power, representation, collective actions and
community organising in your borough

-




Here is an image of the Battle of Cable Street mural, to help inspire your design:

R IR ;;.}: g8 IR
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Photograph by
Rehan Jamil
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We have created the No Place
for Hate Campaign (NPFH) to
share our vision of creating a
safe and cohesive borough free ,
from all forms of hate. | London Borough of Tower Hamlets is an

Tower Hamlets is constantly l inner city borough with a long history
i thesBtiomakmedia. such as of racism and far-right extremism. This

the BBC, due to right-wing includes often being the gathering
activities and political issues and t ground for National Front, Black Shirts,
so a positive campaign that is ! Brick Lane Riots, English Defence
supported by the Mayor and .il' League, Britain First, Sharia Patrol

all politicians and professionals and has recently seen an increase in
alike is key to providing public other forms of hate crime such as
assurances for unity. homophobic hate crime.

| Often WE HAVE PIONEERED HATE
I _' ::] : CK]ME PROJECTS which have been

it used as a benchmark and supportive

_ it borough across London such as

] [ il producing the first Hate Crime Manual,
‘, |
| /

Hate Crime Champions Project and a
il local government Campaign and No
WL Place for Hate Pledge.

T T b L §



The NO PLACE FOR HATE campaign provides training

to the community to help tackle hate crime, supporting victims,
raising awareness of the impact of discrimination and aiding the
prosecution of perpetrators.

It also calls on residents to pledge to do their bit.

A TOTAL OF 2.864 PEOPLE AND 142
ORGANISATIONS HAVE ALREADY PLEDGED TO:

X Do their best

TO COMBAT PREJUDICE

and to stop those who, because of hate or ignorance,
would hurt anyone or violate their dignity.

4+ Try at all times

TO BE AWARE OF THEIR OWN PREJUDICES

and seek to gain understanding of those who they
perceive as being different from themselves.

= x SPEAK OUT

against all forms of prejudice and discrimination.

% REACH QUT TO SUPPORT

_ "*‘k e o — those who are targets of hate.
LT Tl

4 Think about specific ways their community can

PROMOTE RESPECT FOR ALL PEOPLE
AMD MAKE TOWER HAMLETS

NO PLACE FOR HATE. &3




John Biggs, Mayor of Tower Hamlets, said:

“Our community spirit and diversity are some of
our biggest strengths.

I would urge everyone to sign up to our No Place
for Hate pledge campaign and help stamp out all
forms of prejudice.”

You can make your personal pledge HEKE



https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/community_and_living/community_safety__crime_preve/hate_crime/personal_pledge.aspx




TOWER HAMLETS HAS A

RICH AND DIVERSE HERITAGE
COLLECTION WHICH YQU

ARE INVITED TQ USE.

Here are some of the links below:

LONDON BQRQUG
LETS ARCHIVES

Bl I V
AUTQGRAPH ABP
FQUR CORNERS

There are also major national
collections held close by at:

| IVES

U

U

BRIT!



http://www.thcatalogue.org.uk/
http://www.thcatalogue.org.uk/
https://www.bishopsgate.org.uk/
https://autograph.org.uk/
http://www.fourcornersfilm.co.uk/
http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london
http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/

=B

TOWER HAMLETS

THIS RESOURCE WAS
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Beautiful Trouble - a toolbox for revolution

WITH THANKS TC:

Stefan Dickers - Library
and Archives Manager at
Bishopsgate Institute

Ali Eisa - Public Programme
Manager at Autograph ABP

Tamsin Bookey & Halima
Khanom - Tower Hamlets
Local History Library &
Archives

Elizabeth Lynch
Altab Ali Foundation

Altab Ali Trust
Bishopsgate Institute
Daily Herald

East London Advertiser

Equality and Human Rights
Commission

Impact Photos
LBTH Equalities team
II:;lorning Star

useum of London
Newham Recorder

PHOTOGRAPHS AND

IMAGES PROVIDED BY:
Phil Gordon
David Hoffman

Rehan Jamil - background
image & photos

Tom Learmonth

Kippa Matthews
and Lesley Baron

Phil Maxwell

Alex MacNaughton
Bernadette Russell
Syd Shelton

Guy Smallman

Paul Trevor

Val Wilmer

'News of the World

No Place for Hate
Race Today
Socialist Party
Stand Up to Racism
Stop the War
Swadhinata Trust
The Independent

Tower Hamlets Local
History Library & Archives

Young Mayor’s Office

124




i

P L4
P, |

.




	Notes on this resource
	Contents page
	Introduction
	A Call to Action
	Key Terms
	Potted History of the People of Tower Hamlets
	Mission One


	Equality Activists
	Dan Jones
	Julie Begum
	David Rosenberg
	Rafique Ullah
	Farrukh Dhondy 
	Mission Two: Equalities Map
	Mission Three: Design an Equality Campaign

	Collective Activism
	1936 Battle of  Cable Street
	1978 Rock against Racism
	1978 Protests about the  murder of Altab Ali
	1993 The Revolt of The Isle of Dogs
	2011 English Defence League March &  Anti-Racist Rally
	Mission Four: Add an entry to the timeline
	Mission Five: Research & devise your own ‘live’ news report

	Politics & Power
	Community Organising: Grass Roots Power in Tower Hamlets
	Political Representation:   The battle for local democracy
	Mission Six: Debate Challenge
	Mission Seven: Brexit Collection
	Mission Eight: Power Mural


