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[bookmark: _Toc211353976]Introduction

[bookmark: _Toc211353977]Background
1.1 Planning obligations are agreements with developers which address the impacts of a development and ensure that it is acceptable in planning terms. The Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) provides guidance on how planning obligations are secured from new development. The current Planning Obligations SPD was adopted in March 2021. 
1.2 A partial update of the Planning Obligations SPD is proposed so that the SPD remains up to date and better reflects current costs to the council, especially given recent high levels of inflation.

[bookmark: _Toc211353978]Purpose
1.3 This Consultation Statement has been prepared in accordance with Regulation 12(a) of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 and the Tower Hamlets Statement of Community Involvement (April 2019). 
1.4 It sets out the following information in relation to consultation on the partial update:
· The persons the local planning authority consulted when preparing the supplementary planning document
· A summary of the main issues raised by those persons
· How those issues have been addressed in the supplementary planning document

[bookmark: _Toc61335357][bookmark: _Toc211353979]Preparation Stage Consultation
1.5 In accordance with the Tower Hamlets Statement of Community Involvement, the intention to prepare a partial update to the Planning Obligations SPD was published on 11 June 2025 on the council’s dedicated consultation webpage Let’s Talk Tower Hamlets (https://talk.towerhamlets.gov.uk/planning-obligations-consultation). The Tower Hamlets Supplementary Guidance webpage (where the Planning Obligations can be downloaded) was updated on 8 August 2025 to include reference to the proposed update and a link to the Let’s Talk Webpage for further information. 
1.6 The Let’s Talk Tower Hamlets webpage included a summary of the changes to the Planning Obligations SPD that were being considered, a summary of key dates related to the update and an online survey. Comments or feedback could be submitted via the survey or by email. 
1.7 A presentation outlining the proposed changes and explaining how feedback could be provided was given at the council-hosted Developer’s Forum on 10 June 2025. The Developer’s Forum is attended by developers, Registered Providers and consultants who work in Tower Hamlets. 

[bookmark: _Toc211353980]Consultation Responses
1.8 The Let’s Talk Tower Hamlets webpage was visited 93 times between 11 June 2025 and 29 August 2025. No responses were received by email during this period and no questions were raised during the Developers Forum presentation. 
1.9 One response was received via the online survey which has been summarised and the council’s response provided in Table 1 below. 

Table 1: Responses to online survey during preparation stage consultation
	Survey Question
	Summary of Survey Responses
	Council Response

	Response to Q3 (indexation of development co-ordination formula) and Q5 (enabling future increases in line with indexation to development co-ordination and non-financial monitoring fee)
	Increased charges for developers will reduce the number of homes delivered resulting in higher property prices and higher rents.
	Development viability and delivery of housing is a key concern for the council. In this case, the proposed increases to the development co-ordination contribution and non-financial monitoring fee are to make sure that these contributions do not decrease in value over time due to inflation. These are existing payments made by developers and the proposed increases in line with indexation will bring the value back to what they were when the Planning Obligations SPD was adopted in March 2021. As such, the proposed increases are not expected to have a notable impact on viability of development. 

	Response to Q4 (indexation of non-financial monitoring fee)
	Question is too complicated for the standard resident to understand. 
	We appreciate that aspects of planning obligations can be complicated. If there are aspects of this consultation which are confusing, we encourage interested people / parties to contact us directly and we would be happy to discuss in more detail. An online drop-in Q&A will take place during the full public consultation which we encourage anyone with questions to attend as well. 




[bookmark: _Toc211353981]Statutory Consultation
1.10 In accordance with the Tower Hamlets Statement of Community Involvement, the draft changes proposed to the SPD were published for formal consultation which ran from 3 September 2025 to 5 October 2025. The consultation documents were made available on the council’s dedicated consultation webpage Let’s Talk Tower Hamlets (https://talk.towerhamlets.gov.uk/planning-obligations-consultation) as well as at the Town Hall and Idea Stores / libraries in the borough. 
1.11 The consultation documents included the draft proposed changes to the Planning Obligations SPD (shown as track changes), the consultation summary from the preparation stage consultation and the draft SEA Screening. 
1.12 Comments or feedback could be submitted via the following ways:
· Completing the survey on the Let’s Talk Tower Hamlets page
· Emailing infrastructure.planning@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
· Mailing a response to Planning Obligations SPD Consultation, Infrastructure Planning Team, Tower Hamlets Town Hall, 160 Whitechapel Road, E1 1BJ.
1.13 An email providing details of the consultation was sent to those who had provided feedback during the preparation stage consultation, attendees of the developers’ forum, the Planning Policy database, residents who had indicated that they wanted to be kept up to date on mansard roof guidance and the specific and general consultation bodies from the Statement of Community Involvement. 

[bookmark: _Toc211353982]Consultation Responses
1.14 The Let’s Talk Tower Hamlets webpage was visited 185 times and the Planning Obligations SPD – Partial Update was downloaded 58 times between 3 September and 5 October 2025. 
1.15 1 response was received via the online survey, and two responses were received via email. These have been summarised below in Tables 2 and 3. 
1.16 Responses were also received from the Environment Agency and Natural England to confirm that they do not have any comments. 

Table 2: Responses to online survey during statutory consultation
	Survey Question
	Summary of Survey Responses
	Council Response

	Response to Q4 (comments on the proposed changes to the mansard roof conservation area contribution section?)
	Agree that mansard roof applications should require improvement works to the front of the properties.
Recommended adjustments to the design of the façade of mansard roof properties so that they are more historically accurate. 
	Support is noted. The Planning Obligations SPD does not cover design requirements as this is not relevant to this particular obligation. However, the council’s design guidelines for mansard roof extensions (adopted June 2025) includes guidance on façade enhancement works which are expected to form part of mansard roof applications. 



Table 3: Email responses received during statutory consultation
	Summarised Representations

	Concerns about the impact of the proposed fee increases to the non-financial monitoring fee and development co-ordination contribution on viability, particularly given the current difficulty delivering housing in London. 

	Object to proposed increases, retain existing levels instead. 

	Recommend that a cap be introduced to avoid unreasonable payment sums.

	Council’s Response

	Development viability and delivery of housing is a key concern for the council. The increases proposed to the non-financial monitoring fee and development co-ordination and integration contribution are sought only so that these contributions do not decrease in value over time due to inflation. 
While these are relatively small amounts when considering the overall costs associated with development, the council recognises that the viability of development can be influenced by site-specific circumstances. As such, s106 obligations are still subject to negotiations and the individual viability for a site. This is already outlined in the Planning Obligations SPD and is not proposed to change.
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1.17 The comments and representations received through the consultation process have been considered when finalising the proposed updates to the Planning Obligations SPD. The next step will be to prepare the Planning Obligations SPD for adoption. This includes briefing members as well as directorate and corporate leadership teams on the proposed changes and the consultation outcomes. 
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