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Some of the best GCSE
results in English, Maths
and Science in Tower
Hamlets

What We Offer

 Free laptops for all students
« Small class sizes
« Excellent GCSE results

 Free uniform c
» A wide range of enrichment activities— O m e

Sports, Bangla, Arabic, Arts & Crafts, d
Quran Studies, Mad Science and more q n
* Residential trips for all year groups

@ @
* International trips including Spain, VISIt u s

Belgium, Bosnia & Bangladesh

* Free daily breakfast fo r yeq r

« Exceptional pastoral care
* Free Duke of Edinburgh programme 7’ 8 & 9
» Work experience opportunities

» Excellent teaching & strong discipline p I q ces

* Rated GOOD in all areas by Ofsted

Pupils learn from a curriculum which is designed to prepare
them for life beyond the school gates. Ofsted, 2024

I Q@ 0207 426 0746

Ofsted www.londonenterpriseacademy.org
Good School © 81-91 Commercial Road, London, E1 1IRD
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The famous streeet was transformed to celebrate the release of the second Wicked film

Wicked's spell turns

Brick Lane

LOVE_»
TOWER
HAMLETS

Brick Lane - one of London's most
iconic streets - was transformed
into Yellow Brick Lane to celebrate
the theatrical release of the second
film in the Wicked franchise.

The Wicked films, based on
the musical, follow Elphaba and
Glinda, two wunlikely friends at
university whose bond and personal
journeys reshape their destinies
and reveal the untold stories behind
the witches of Oz from the film The
Wizard of Oz. The Yellow Brick
Road is an iconic part of the much-
loved film.

During the transformation,
residents and tourists could enjoy
Wicked-themed street furniture
including the lamposts and famous
Brick Lane arch, as well as art
installations. The road sign was
given a makeover to 'Yellow Brick
Lane' in English and Bengali with
images of the characters from the
film. There were also posters and
stickers for everyone to enjoy.

And, thankfully, the fun wasn't

Our East End is produced by:
Tower Hamlets Council

Editorial enquiries: 020 7364 4389

Email: communications @towerhamlets.gov.uk
Advertising enquiries: 020 7364 6005

Printed by: Reach Printing Services

just for 'one short day' as it took
place for most of November.

Visitors were also encouraged to
enjoy a "wicked" curry from one of
the famous restaurants along Brick
Lane. The stunt was organised
by Universal Pictures, Bangla
Town Business Association and
the council's Love Tower Hamlets
campaign.

Cllr Shafi Ahmed, Cabinet
Member for Environment and the
Climate Emergency, said: "We are

Sign-up to

always supportive of innovative
and fun ways to promote our
fantastic borough.

"Turning Brick Lane yellow
created a real buzz around the
area and saw a boost in the
number of visitors.

"We hope everyone enjoyed
Brick Lane's new look and
what this iconic street has to
offer - both as the Yellow Brick
Lane and as the curry capital of
London."

Tower Hamlets news

inbox!

Find out what’s on, get Tower Hamlets news, take part
in competitions and receive local offers straight into your

Visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/signup

A message
from your
Mayor

I hope you're
keeping warm and
well this winter.

Please do make use
of the help on offer,
including our warm
hubs at Idea Stores
and libraries across
the borough.

Our Just Say Hello campaign is
there for anyone feeling lonely, and
this edition of Our East End details
more support available.

We’ve launched Meals on Wheels
for vulnerable residents to deliver
hot meals directly to people's homes
with a smiling face, while also
supporting thousands of residents
with their heating bills.

These are just some of the
groundbreaking investments we’ve
introduced to support people with
cost-of-living pressures, from free
homecare to universal free school
meals and school uniform grants
and much more.

We've also become the first
council in the country to create our
own specialist Drugs Squad to help
those struggling with addiction
to get the support they need and
prevent associated crimes from
blighting our borough.

I'm particularly proud that we're
building thousands of affordable
homes, with our Local Plan setting a
new standard for tackling London's
housing crisis.

With JP Morgan announcing plans
to open their HQ in Canary Wharf,
we're bringing billions of pounds
in investment into our borough and
thousands of jobs.

We successfully opposed the
closure of Bethnal Green police
station front counters so you can
still report crime in person.

In further good mnews, our
beautiful green spaces won gold in
the Britain in Bloom awards.

Wishing you and your loved ones
a happy holiday season,

Lutfur Rahman
Executive Mayor

2025 DECEMBER Our EastEnd /| 3
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Cranbrook Community Food Garden
members took their dedication to
sustainable, home-grown produce to
a new level when they released their
very own cookbook in September.

Titled “The Cranbrook
Community Cookbook”, the book
features a collection of recipes from
local residents and celebrates the
bounty of the garden and the growth
of community spirit.

The garden has been a hub of
activity for well over a decade,
helping in turn to cultivate the
community cooking club where
residents gathered to create the
recipes, and write and illustrate the
book together.

Chair Lizzy Mace said: “Our
garden is a place where we not only
grow food, but we grow community.
This cookbook is an extension of
that.

"It's a celebration of the people,
the stories and, of course, the food
that we grow in our little corner of
Bethnal Green.”

The cookbook features more than
60 recipes that range from simple,
quick meals to more elaborate dishes
designed to showcase the wide
variety of food grown in the garden.

From fresh salads and hearty soups
to savoury pakoras and chutneys,
the recipes highlight seasonal
produce like tomatoes, carrots, kale
and herbs. Written in English and
Bengali, the recipes reflect the local
area's rich and tasty diversity.

Proceeds from the cookbook will

Cooking up

— -

The cookbook features more than 60 recipes from quick meals to elaborate dishes

be ploughed back into the garden,
ensuring that it continues to grow
and thrive for years to come.

“We're thrilled to be able to share
this with the community,” added
Laura Buckleyy, Head Gardener
and Co-founder. “It's more than
just a cookbook. It’s a reflection of
everything we’ve built here over the
last 16 years.”

o For more information, visit www.
cranbrook.garden

good times
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We have one free copy of From Seed To Plate to give
away

Simply email your answer to this question to communications@
towerhamlets.gov.uk with with your name and address and 'From Seed
to Plate' in the subject line.

Zucchinni is:
« An Italian centre forward from the 1980s

« An accordion manufacturer

« Another name for a courgette

Tower Hamlets leading the
way with community cohesion

A survey has revealed that 91 per
cent of people in Tower Hamlets
think that people from different
backgrounds get on well together -
one of the best in the country and
up from 87 per cent two years ago.

The results were revealed in the
recent Annual Residents Survey,
which the council carries out
annually to see how residents find
key services.

Sufia Alam, chair of the Tower
Hamlets No Place for Hate Forum
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and Inter-faith forum, and Rev
James Olanipekun, said: "Tower
Hamlets is a unique, vibrant and
diverse place.

"Our community cohesion is one
of our greatest strengths and we
will always stand united against any
forms of hate.

"T am proud of all of our residents
in Tower Hamlets and how we stand
as an example to other places of how
a diverse community can thrive with
mutual respect and understanding.”

pr—
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The council is showcasing local shops on its social media to encourage people to shop local

Suport your local shops

LOVE_»
TOWER
HAMLETS

Local, independent shops are what
make our communities vibrant, so
this festive season, make sure you
support your high street shops.
From books to gifts, clothes to
handbags, the markets and shops
in Tower Hamlets offer a range of
goods which support local families.
Traders in Tower Hamlets shared

why you should shop local as
part of the council's social media
campaign to encourage more
people to use independent shops
rather than chains or online.

Jane, from Harry Brand, said:
"We love Columbia Road - it’s a
really great community of people
and a great community of very
diverse shops.

"You can find really different
things here that you can’t find in
other parts of London, and you

can't find in bigger department stores
either.

"So, we're really delighted to take
part in the Tower Hamlets campaign,
because anything that promotes
“shop local, shop independent” is
really doing us a huge favour.

"T think Dboth for consumers,
customers, and shopkeepers - it’s part
of the economy, and it’s how we keep
going."

Juliette, owner of Milagros added:
“East London, particularly Tower

Hamlets, is known for lots of
independent businesses and I think
that’s the kind of great reason why
people come and visit East London
from outside of the borough.

"But it’s really good if local people
can shop locally - and that we can
also offer them a discount.

"I think that’s a great kind of
synergy of the area.”

e You can see videos of more local
shops on the council's social
media channels.

New headquarters a big boost

The council is thrilled that
JPMorganChase has decided to
build its headquarters in Canary
Wharf, creating 7,800 jobs across
construction and local industries
and contributing £9.9bn over six
years to the local economy.

The council has been showcasing
the borough to JP MorganChase
in an effort to secure the major
investment, as well as writing to
the Chancellor of the Exchequer

RT Hon Rachel Reeves, along
with Secretary of States RT Hon
Steve Reed MP and RT Hon Heidi
Alexander MP.

Career pathways for young people
is one of the reasons the council
welcomes JPMorganChase’s
decision and it will work with
them to ensure residents can take
advantage of those opportunities
and have career pathways in the
sector.

Steve Halsey, Chief Executive of
London Borough of Tower Hamlets,
said: “This is a major coup for Tower
Hamlets and UK PLC. While we
have some of the most ambitious
housing targets in the country for our
residents, we also look outwards to
secure international investment into
our borough and in turn London and
the UK as a whole.

“Our message is clear. Tower
Hamlets is open for business and

our new Local Plan supports
investment and development in
what is already one of the most
popular places to live, visit and
work in the country.”

JPMorganChase  plans are
subject to a continuing positive
business environment in the UK
and the receipt of the necessary
approvals and agreements at a
national and local level including
planning permission.

2025 DECEMBER Our EastEnd /| 5



Highlights for the judges included visiting Rocky Park in Bethnal Green

Green spaces scoop gold at
Britain in Bloom awards

CELEBRATING OUR
BOROUGH

Tower Hamlets has won gold at the
Britain in Bloom UK Finals for the
first time.

Tower Hamlets was one of 44
finalists and the only London
borough shortlisted.

The Gold Award in the Small
City & City category follows a visit
by Britain in Bloom judges this
summer.

Judges were taken to various
places around the borough,
including gardens, nature reserves,
a city farm, housing estates,
community growing schemes,
Victoria Park and the Canary Wharf
estate.

A highlight of the tour was the
visit to Rocky Park in Bethnal
Green. Judges met urban growers
and learnt about the thriving
community allotment which has
seen a previously under-used space
transformed into a thriving urban
garden, offering people in the
area the chance to connect with
nature and learn about sustainable
growing practices.

This is the first time Tower
Hamlets has achieved Gold status
in Britain in Bloom.

Council teams, including parks,
worked in partnership with dozens
of community groups to achieve
the Gold award on behalf Tower
Hamlets residents.

Bloom judges Brendan Mowforth
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and Andrew Jackson specifically
mentioned Rocky Park Urban
Growers and Bethnal Green Ecology
Garden & Nature Reserve for their
role in providing access to nature,
opportunities for growing, health
and well-being, and education and
social activities.

They said: “It shows how areas can
be transformed imaginatively into
much valued and loved community
facilities for the benefit of the local
residents and urban wildlife.

“It was a pleasure to meet so
many dedicated and committed
council staff and community
volunteers and workers as part of
the judging tour.

"They are all a credit to the
borough and excellent ambassadors
for Tower Hamlets.”

Parks and open spaces in Tower
Hamlets also received accolades
in this year’s London in Bloom
Awards.

They were recognised for
their commitment, passion, and
enthusiasm for making Tower
Hamlets a greener and more
pleasant place to live, work and visit.

Victoria Park, Tower Hamlets
Cemetery Park and Canary Wharf
were amongst those recognised at
the awards which aim to highlight
and celebrate the joy gardening
brings to London.

Tower Hamlets sites won eight
gold awards including Best Heritage
Park, Best Large Park, Best City, and
Best Large Conservation area.

Vicky Park is the people's choice

Victoria Park,
affectionately known
as Vicky Park, has been
named by Keep Britain
Tidy’s Green Flag
Award team as one of
its “People’s Choice”
parks in the UK,
following a national ®
vote by members of
the public. be

The outcome of this year’s vote means that Victoria Park has retained
the People’s Choice title for a 13th consecutive year. The park is also the
only park in London in the top 10 this year.

The special recognition comes after the site achieved the prestigious
Green Flag Award quality mark, which recognises and accredits high
quality and well managed green spaces, earlier this year.

Recent enhancements include the extensive restoration of the Old
English Garden, a much-loved feature that now offers a tranquil escape
with stunning seasonal displays.

The park’s historical landmarks continue to captivate visitors, from
the Burdett Coutts Memorial Fountain and the elegant Chinese Pagoda
to the original London Bridge alcoves, which add a unique sense of
history to every visit.

Vicky Park is also home to three beautiful lakes, providing habitats
for wildlife and peaceful spots for relaxation.

These features, combined with the council's commitment to
sustainability and community engagement, ensure the park remains a
treasured destination for all.

Councillor Kamrul Hussain, Cabinet Member for Culture and
Recreation, said: "Parks and green spaces are havens of welcome,
leisure and solace for all. Victoria Park, the largest in our borough,
draws over nine million visitors each year to enjoy community events,
live music, and sport.

"Thanks to the dedication of our staff and volunteers, it’s a place
we're proud to call ours.

"My thanks to everyone who voted and helped secure this prestigious
award."




£5.3m fundmg for cost of living help

More than fsm from th
government's Household Support
Fund (HSF) is being used to help
residents facing financial hardship.
Tower Hamlets Council is
investing  £53m to  support
residents struggling with essentials
such as food, fuel and household
items, and builds on the council’s

ongoing efforts to protect the most
vulnerable in the borough.

The funding follows the
government’s extension of the
HSF until March 2026 and will
be delivered through a range of
targeted schemes.

Key support measures include:

« {800,000 for the Resident

Support Scheme: direct crisis
grants for all residents to apply for

o £885,000 for the Food Hub:
supplying a range of produce to 8o
food banks, including £435,000
from the council’'s own budget

« f100,000 for Warm Hubs: heated
community spaces this winter,

with warm packs including
socks, gloves, hats and blankets.

£80,000 for Community
Cupboards: providing essential
toiletries, nappies and
household items.

More than 20,000 households
will receive direct cash vouchers.

Warm Hubs ensure no-one
is left in the cold this winter

¥

\ drink, socialise and talk to our
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Welcome to
~our Warm Hub

i Where you can enjoy a hot
staff about support on offer to
stay warm this winter.,
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Warm hubs are at Idea Stores and libraries and offer hot drinks, snacks and support for re51dents

Warm hubs across Tower Hamlets
have welcomed thousands of
residents this winter, offering a
safe space to stay warm, socialise
and reduce energy bills during the
ongoing cost-of-living crisis.

Warm hubs, based at the council's
Idea Stores and libraries, opened in
November and will continue until
March. Last year, more than 20,000
people used the hubs.

They provide free hot drinks and
snacks, helping residents avoid the
difficult choice between heating

and eating.
Visitors also use the hubs to
connect with others and access

advice services for long-term
support.

Lastyear, 64 volunteers supported
the work of the hubs.

In addition to the hubs, the
council has distributed hundreds of
free energy packs containing hats,
socks, gloves and other essentials to
help residents stay warm at home.

Executive ~Mayor of Tower
Hamlets, Lutfur Rahman, said:
“No one should ever have to choose
between heating their home and
feeding their family.

“Our warm hubs have helped
thousands of residents during this
cold season.

“We're determined to do everything
we can to cushion our residents from
the worst effects of the cost-of-living
crisis, putting health, dignity and
wellbeing first.”

Cllr Saied Ahmed, Cabinet
Member for Resources and Cost of
Living, added: “Our warm hubs are
open to everyone, and you can access
advice and support on a range of
issues.

“I also want to remind residents
aged over 66 to check if theyre
eligible for Pension Credit.

"It can boost your income
and unlock additional benefits

like help with housing costs,

Council Tax and heating bills.
"Please don’t miss out on the

support that’s available to you.”
The council’s Cost of Living

Help webpage provides
information on  managing
debt, help with household bills,
school uniforms, childcare
costs, finding a job and much
more.

e For more help and advice
from the council, you can
visit www.towerhamlets.gov.
uk/costofliving
2025 DECEMBER Our EastEnd // 7
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Stay well this winter with top tips

As temperatures drop and daylight
hours shorten, winter can take a
toll on our physical and mental
wellbeing.

To help you stay well this season,
here are some essential tips:
Keep warm

Maintain a warm environment
by heating your home to at least
18°C in rooms you use regularly.
Layering clothes is more effective
than wearing one thick item and
warm accessories like hats and
gloves help retain body heat. If

heating is a challenge, consider
visiting local warm spaces like our
local warm hubs: towerhamlets.gov.
uk/warmhubs
Get vaccinated

Vaccinations are a key defence
against winter illnesses. Flu
vaccines are free for those aged
65+, pregnant women, social care
workers and those with long-
term conditions. Covid jabs are
free for adults over the age of 75,
living in care home or those who
have a compromised immune

system. Find out more and book:
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/
vaccination-and-booking-services/
Be medicine ready

Ensure you have enough
prescription medication to last
through holidays and check expiry
dates. Stock up on over-the-counter
remedies for common winter
ailments like colds and sore throats.
Stay active and eat well

Movement boosts circulation and
mood. Even light activity helps, so
find something you enjoy. A balanced

diet supports immunity and
energy levels so have regular hot
meals and drinks and continue
eating five fruits and vegetables a
day.
Stay connected
Keep in touch with friends,
family, and neighbours. LinkAge
Plus has a range of free and low
cost activities for those aged over
50.
e For more tips and information,
visit: towerhamlets.gov.uk/
keepwellinwinter

4

Isolation affects around one in 10 in those aged 50+ - but help is at hand in Tower Hamlets

Don't be lonely this

winter: Just Say Hello

A campaign is aiming to inspire
regular connection through local
activities for those aged 50+.

The Just Say Hello campaign is
launching this winter for its third
year in a row in response to the
growing crisis of loneliness.

This year’s focus is on those over
the age of 50 as social isolation
affects around 50,000 people in
this age group.

The council has teamed up with
five voluntary sector organisations
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that work with residents aged over
50: Age Uk East, Toynbee Hall, St
Hilda’s, Sundial at Peabody, and
Neighbours in Poplar to encourage
more  socially isolated and
vulnerable residents to join social
activities.

In the pastyear, 750 new residents
aged over 50 signed up to become
members and now benefit from
free or low cost social and wellbeing
activities.

Loneliness can be a serious
health risk.

It's linked to a 29 per cent
increase in coronary heart disease,

a 32 per cent rise in stroke risk,
and a 25 per cent higher chance of

developing dementia.

Mental health is also affected, with
elevated rates of depression and

anxiety.

The council formed the Connection
Coalition in 2017, made up of
300 partners, to enable a strategic

approach to tackle this issue.

As a result of this partnership,
the council has trained more than
40 warm hub volunteers on how
to signpost residents to social and
the

wellbeing  activities

borough.

aCross

Over the past two years, the
council reached more than 2,000
residents by funding community-
led events and  tailored
programmes to support adults
with learning difficulties who are
socially isolated and young people
with SEND.

Also, 8o staff members have
been trained across services to
enable them to spot someone
who is lonely and refer them for
further support.

e You can find out about local
activities by visiting toynbeehall.
org.uk/linkage-plus/


https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services
https://towerhamlets.gov
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A staff member delivering the meals to residents

Meals on Wheels targeting
loneliness and food poverty

Hamlets

Tower Council  has
launched a new Meals on Wheels
service, delivering hot meals to
elderly and vulnerable residents
across the borough.

The initiative is part of a f3m

€6

Knowing that I
will be getting a
hot, tasty meal
delivered to me
every day does put
a smile on my face

investment aimed at enhancing
adult social care and tackling the
cost-of-living crisis.

Tower Hamlets has the highest
proportion of pensioners in
England claiming Pension Credit at
42 per cent.

The Meals on Wheels service will
provide nutritious meals directly
to residents’ homes, helping to
combat food insecurity and social
isolation while promoting dignity
and independence for those most
in need.

The service is expected to benefit
hundreds of residents and forms
part of a broader package of support
that includes free homecare, school
uniform grants and energy relief for
low-income households.

Service user Cornelia McCarthy,
63, who is benefiting from the
service, said: “I am very grateful
for the council for introducing the

Meals on Wheels service as I know
many councils are unable to fund
schemes like this.

“For those of us who are older or
living alone, services like this aren’t
just helpful but essential.

"It’s not just about food, it’s about
feeling cared for and connected.

“I have lived in Tower Hamlets for
more than 40 years and the sense of
community here is unique.

"It does make a difference having
someone check in on you and
making sure you are ok.”

John Easby, 94, who receives
daily meals, has found the service
invaluable.

He said: “I don't have much
family left and knowing that I will
be getting a hot, tasty meal delivered
to me every day does put a smile on
my face. I have really enjoyed the
meals so far and can'’t thank the staff
enough.”

Executive =~ Mayor of Tower
Hamlets, Lutfur Rahman, said: “We
are proud to reintroduce Meals on
Wheels as part of our commitment
to ensuring that no one in Tower
Hamlets is left behind.

“From free school meals to winter
fuel payments and now hot meals
for our elderly, we are setting a new

standard in community-focused
governance.”
Cllr Saied Ahmed, Cabinet

Member for Resources and the
Cost of Living, added: “The Meals
on Wheels service is part of our
strategy to support residents
through every stage of life.

"We urge other councils to follow
our lead in putting people first.”

e For more information or to
refer someone to the Meals on
Wheels service, you can email
mealsonwheels @ towerhamlets.
gov.uk
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Don’t let rent arrears ruin your festive season

Did you know that if you owe as
little as two months' rent, it can take
up to 6 months to clear your debt?

Christmas can come with
additional expenses. This may lead
to people having concerns around
managing their bills.

If you're struggling to pay the rent
this Christmas, please pick up the
phone and talk to the council.

The council's specialist team can

talk you through your rent account
and payment options — just get in
touch.

The council has staff who can
support you with debts or to claim
benefits that you may be entitled to.

You can speak to one of the team,
in confidence, on o020 7364 5015
Monday to Friday 8:30am to spm
(option 3 and option 3 again) or
email Rents@towerhamlets.gov.uk.

If you are having problems paying
your rent, the council can:
« Discuss arrears repayment options
to help you get back on track

« Help you set up a Direct Debit to
support you to make regular rent
payments

« Check that you are getting the right
welfare benefits

« Make a referral to our specialist

debt advisor.

If you are a council tenant
and leaseholder, register for the
MyHome Customer Portal.

Sign up is quick and easy and you
can check your rent balance, make
a payment and report a repair 24
hours a day, seven days a week.

o Visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/

MyHome for more information

and to sign up.

The 82 affordable homes in Bromley-by-Bow include autism-friendly houses

New homes transforming lives

HOMES FOR THE FUTURE

A new development is already
transforming lives by delivering
autism-friendly living.

Thanks to a partnership between
housing provider Poplar HARCA,
Tower Hamlets Council, nationwide
placemaker Muse, and design and
build contractor McAleer & Rushe,
82 affordable houses have been
built in Stroudley Walk, Bromley-
by-Bow.

Theboroughhasseenasignificant
rise in housing applications from
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families with autistic children,
many of whom require larger, safer,
more suitable homes that are in
critically short supply.

The Stroudley Walk development
offers 10 new accessible homes for
local families.

Poplar HARCA is among the
first Tower Hamlets-based housing
providers actively applying the
council's autism-friendly design
principles to create more inclusive
and supportive homes.

The council has been using these
design principles in its own home
building programme for a number

of years.

Kamal Hussain, who will soon
move into one of the autism-friendly
homes with his family, said: “We
have been waiting for a long time to
get a house on medical grounds, and
now we have it.

"Four bedrooms upstairs, a living
room and a kitchen downstairs. The
garden is beautiful.

"Our children, my wife, all our
family are happy.”

The  autism-friendly = homes
include features such as sensory-
friendly fittings, enclosed staircases
and secure kitchens, all designed

to reduce supervision needs and
increase safety.

Danielle Bishop, Head of
Housing for Poplar HARCA, said:
“The new accessible homes at
Stroudley Walk are sanctuaries:
calm, safe, spaces that support
independence and wellbeing.”

The wider Stroudley Walk
regeneration will deliver 274 new
homes of which 33 will be for
shared ownership.

"The remainder of the new
homes, three new shops, new green
spaces and a community hub, are
expected to complete in spring.


www.towerhamlets.gov.uk
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The development includes an open-air children's play area, garden space, cinema room and bowling alley

Council redefining what

modern living looks like

Indoor play areas, TV rooms, a
cinema and even a bowling alley are
redefining what modern living looks
like in social rent and affordable
homes in Tower Hamlets.

With space to build in short
supply and more than 29,000
residents on the council’s Housing
Register, there has never been a
greater need for innovative design
and planning to help address the
housing crisis.

Lutfur ~ Rahman,  Executive
Mayor of Tower Hamlets, and Cllr
Maium Talukdar, Deputy Mayor of
Tower Hamlets, visited a recently
completed building project on the
Isle of Dogs that demonstrates
what can be achieved through
partnership working.

Thames Quay, delivered by
Chalegrove  Properties  Limited
(CPL) and Poplar HARCA, provides
40 homes for affordable rent and 31
homes for shared ownership.

Half of the affordable rented
homes are family sized with three

bedrooms or more.

Residents Dbenefit from a large
amenities,
including an open-air children’s
play area, garden space with seating,
a cinema room and even a bowling

range of communal

alley.

These shared spaces are free for
residents to use and can be booked

in advance.

Rami Atallah, of CPL, said: “Our

goal was to create high-quality homes
that enhance the lives of residents
and contribute positively to the wider

"Developments like this show
how thoughtful design and
collaboration can help meet local
housing needs while building
places people are proud to call
home.”

Paul Dooley, Chief Development
Officer at Poplar HARCA, added:
“This is the power of collaboration
- when developers and important
local stakeholders like the council
work hand in hand, we create
inclusive homes that respond to
the needs of the people who live

community.

in them.”

New dedicated housing WhatsApp channel

A new WhatsApp channel dedicated
to tenants and leaseholders will
make it easier for you to stay up to
date with what’s happening in your
homes and neighbourhoods.

After consultation with residents
through surveys and focus groups,
residents told the council they
wanted more dedicated news about
housing and that WhatsApp was
their preferred channel.

The channel is part of the
council's Your Voice, Our Action
campaign and supports the work

it is doing to better communicate
with tenants and leaseholders.

If you sign up, you will get quick
updates every couple of weeks — no
spam, just useful information like:
« News about your estate

« Local housing events and
activities

o Safety alerts and  helpful
reminders

+ Need-to-know housing

information

« Ways to have your say

Cllr  Kabir Ahmed, Cabinet
Member for Regeneration, Inclusive
Development and Housebuilding,
said: “We're keen to communicate
more effectively with our tenants and
leaseholders and that means giving
them the information and news they
want in the way that they want it.

"The Dbenefits of joining the
WhatsApp channel are thatit’s secure
and private, no-one can see who
has joined and your number stays
hidden. There are no group chats, it’s
just useful messages straight to your

phone.”

e It’s simple to join: scan the
below QR code using your
phone's camera and click on
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Events to kick hate out of borough

#w af the London Hespta
o looking so

Tower Hamlets Council engaged
with around 9,000 people during
events and community engagement
to mark National Hate Crime
Awareness Week (11-18 October).
This year’s national theme focused
on disability hate crime, shining
a light on the unique challenges
faced by disabled people and the
importance of inclusive support.

In  partnership  with  local
organisations, residents and
professionals, = Tower  Hamlets

Council delivered 37 events across
the borough, including community
conversations, a peace walk and a
community football match, which
saw teams ‘kick hate crime’ out of
Tower Hamlets.

The council's ongoing No Place
for Hate pledge campaign continues
to gather support. The pledges
represent a growing network of
individuals and organisations
commiitted to standing against hate
in all its forms.

Thanks to the No Place for
Hate Forum, Inter-faith Forum,
Metropolitan Police, Elop, 17-24-
30 Charity, Apasen, Queen Mary
University London, No Place for
Hate Champions, Community
Safety Team, Young Tower
Hamlets, Family Hubs, Stay Safe
East, Parks Facilities, Culture and
Sports Department, Real Disability
Organisation, local businesses and
the London Muslim Centre.

Tackling drug misuse and

Tower Hamlets Council is the first
in the country to create its own
specialist Drugs Squad designed
to tackle substance misuse and
associated anti-social behaviour.

The launch  follows an
earlier successful pilot, which
demonstrated the positive impact
of the dedicated team in addressing
persistent issues related to drug
crime and anti-social behaviour.

By combining referrals and
support with targeted enforcement,
the team 1is able to respond
effectively to individuals involved in
drug-related offences and ASB.

In the two month pilot, the squad
achieved a £50,000 drugs seizure,
clearance of an area used for drug-
taking and offered support to
vulnerable residents caught up in
illegal drugs.

The seven-officer team, believed
to be the first council team of its kind
in the UK which is solely dedicated
to tackling this issue, combines
enforcement with tailored support
for vulnerable people with the aim
of tackling substance misuse and
related anti-social behaviour.

Working closely with police, the
council’'s CCTV and enforcement
teams, the Specialist Substance
Misuse Investigations Team
(SSMIT) and other local services,
the squad is using a new model
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crime with specialist squad
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The Drugs Squad aims to support vulnerable people and tackle substance misuse and the associated ASB

of community safety, one that
targets the borough’s most prolific
offenders while offering pathways
to support.

The new approach focuses on
individuals, not just locations, using
a list of 50 high-impact offenders
whose behaviour is monitored
and addressed through escalating
interventions.

Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury,
Cabinet Member for Public
Protection and Integrated

Enforcement, said: “We are officially

launching the Drugs Squad after a
pilot saw the Squad have a significant
impact and delivering swift results.

"We're proud to be leading the way
with this innovative model.

"It's about listening to our
communities, acting on what they
tell us, exploring new and effective
ways of working and making our
streets safer for everyone.”

The Drugs Squad was officially
launched on 18 November with
an event at Poplar Recreation
Ground, with Executive Mayor

Lutfur Rahman, Cllr Abu Talha
Chowdhury, members of the
Drugs Squad and wider Integrated
Enforcement Service from Tower
Hamlets Council, as well as the
Metropolitan Police and those
offering referral services.

The Drugs Squad is part of
an £8 million investment into
community safety. Tower Hamlets
Council has already invested more
than f4million in enforcement
resources since 2022, with another
£4million to be invested by 2026.



£4m investment

A total of £3.7m is being invested
into  upgrading the CCIV
infrastructure across 206 estate
blocks in the borough by Tower

Hamlets Council.

Anti-social behaviour is one of
the top concerns for Tower Hamlets
residents, as highlighted in the
latest residents' survey.

Tower Hamlets Council has
already invested more than f4m in
community safety since 2022, and
these improvements are part of an
additional £4m to be invested by
20206.

The improvements include:

« Installation of 100 new cameras
targeting ASB and fly-tipping
hotspots

+ Repairs and
existing sites

replacements at

« Enhanced coverage at the Town
Hall, London Square and leisure
centres

. Expansion of the Automatic
Number  Plate  Recognition
network.

All cameras will feed into the
council’s upgraded state-of-the-art
CCTV control room.

This will enable faster response
times and support crime prevention
efforts in partnership with the
Metropolitan Police.

So far, work has been completed
at eight blocks with 112 cameras
repaired or newly installed.

A further 352 cameras are
scheduled for inspection and
upgrade.

e & . < Sl i
Clir Abu Talha Chowdhury with one

Detective Superintendent Oliver
Richter, Lead for Tower Hamlets
Neighbourhood Policing, said: “We
welcome this significant investment
in CCTV infrastructure across

of the new cameras

Tower Hamlets.

"Enhanced coverage and upgraded
technology will greatly support our
efforts to tackle anti-social behaviour,
improve response times and keep

into CCTV

communities safe.

"Working in partnership with
the council, we're committed to
making Tower Hamlets a safer
place for all.”

New anti-social behaviour phone line

THEOs will be able to respond to live incidents

A new dedicated phone line allows
residents to report anti-social
behaviour and get an immediate
response.

The 24/7 phone line is designed
to provide faster responses and
gather better information to tackle
issues more effectively.

Currently, there is no immediate
response service for ASB reports.
The new phone line, launched on
Monday 3 November, allows Tower
Hamlets Enforcement Officers
(THEOs) to respond to live incidents
in the following categories:

« Open substance misuse including
alcohol, drugs, and nitrous oxide

(NOX)

« Rough sleeping or encampments
which cause alarm, nuisance, or
distress. Please note that rough
sleeping alone is not considered

ASB

. Disturbances caused in or
around stationary vehicles

« Related to the sex industry

« Groups loitering and causing
nuisance like shouting, arguing,
swearing or playing loud music

- Noise nuisance complaints.

How to report

Council tenants can report live
incidents by calling 020 7364
2332.

If appropriate, THEOs will be
dispatched to respond.

For incidents that have already
occurred, residents should
continue to use the online
reporting form or the ‘Find it &
Fix It” app.

To report a crime, please call
101, or 999 in an emergency.
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The council has been successful in

Council intervention sees police counter stay

persuading the Metropolitan Police
to reverse its decision to close the
front counter at Bethnal Green
Police Station.

The Police announced the decision
in August to cut the number of front
counters across London from 37 to
20.

Bethnal Green Police Station is the
only remaining police station with a
front counter in Tower Hamlets.

Had it gone ahead, residents and
victims of crime would have faced
travelling to neighbouring boroughs
to report crime face to face.

Lutfur Rahman, Executive Mayor,
and Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury,
CabinetMember for Public Protection
and Integrated Enforcement, lobbied
the Metropolitan Police by meeting
with the Borough Commander,
Assistant ~ Commissioner  Matt
Twist and proposed a motion at
the council’s Full Council meeting
in November urging the police to
reconsider its decision.

Due to this, the Metropolitan
Police reversed its decision on
Bethnal Green Police Station front
counter. It will now remain open for
12 hours on weekdays and 10 hours

on weekend days.

Lutfur Rahman, Executive Mayor
of Tower Hamlets, said: "It was
simply not fair to the people of
Tower Hamlets to close the only
remaining front police counter in
our borough.

"That's why I personally wrote
to the Commissioner, and we
consistently raised this issue
with all levels of the police over
several months to get this decision
reversed. I am delighted that we
have achieved this for our residents
and local businesses."

Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury,
Cabinet Member for Public
Protection and Integrated
Enforcement, said: "We are really
pleased that our efforts to reverse
the decision have been successful.

"If you are a victim of crime,
many people would prefer to speak
to a police officer face to face rather
than having to report it through a
website.

"It was simply unacceptable for
Tower Hamlets residents to have to
travel to other boroughs to report
crime where they live. We are
glad that the police listened to our
concerns."

METROPOLITAN POLICE

Do something
amazing this year by
becoming a foster carer

People of all different backgrounds can
foster. Tower Hamlets Council offers

carers lots of support including fantastic

training opportunities and generous

financial support.

Call: 020 8496 3437
www.fosteringtowerhamlets.co.uk
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Tackling violence against women

Stalls, a screening of a domestic
abuse film and a photo exhibition
are just some of the ways Tower
Hamlets Council marked 16 Days
of Activism Against Gender-Based
Violence and White Ribbon Day.

The two awareness events aim to
end violence against women.

Tower Hamlets has the second
highest number of domestic abuse
offences in London (4,335), and the
second highest rate per population.

Tower Hamlets Council is
committed to supporting survivors
of gender-based abuse every day
of the year. It works closely with
partners to provide:

ol

« Specialist services for survivors of
domestic abuse, sexual abuse and
coercive control

« Culturally-sensitive support
for those affected by honour-
based abuse and female genital
mutilation (FGM)

« Community  outreach  and
education to challenge harmful
attitudes and promote safety

« Training for professionals to
identify and respond to abuse
effectively.

During the 16 Days of Activism,
Tower Hamlets Council hosted a
range of events to raise awareness

| ———
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and support survivors. Highlights
included a fair connecting residents
with local support services and
community organisations, a photo
exhibition featuring the resilience
of women affected by violence, a
screening of BBC’s Murdered by My
Boyfriend, based on the true story of
Ashley, a young woman murdered by
her controlling partner, and 40 other
activities.

Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury, Cabinet
Member for Public Protection
and Integrated Enforcement, said:
“Violence against women and girls is
everybody’s business and collectively
we all have a part to play in working

- T —

DOMESTIC ABUSE @@

020 )354 4986

www.domestic.violence

oW

@towerhamlets.goV-uk

White Ribbon Day and 16 Days of Activism aim to stop violence against women

towards a borough where
nobody - regardless of ethnicity,
gender, class, religion, or sexual
orientation - feels unsafe on the
street or at home."

If you or someone you know
is impacted by domestic abuse
and needs advice or support,
please contact Solace on 020 3795
5064. If you would like to know
more about events or training,
email Domestic.Violence@
towerhamlets.gov.uk.

o Residents, especially men, can
sign the pledge against gender-
related violence at whiteribbon.
org.uk/promise

Report damp and mould

and mould within strict timeframes.
The council and other social

important to take early action to
prevent it becoming serious.

18-21 degrees.

It is not always possible or

‘ With the winter months upon us,
Tower Hamlets Council has made
it easier for tenants to report damp
and mould in their homes.

When calling to report, the first
option on the phone line is now
damp and mould meaning it is
quicker and simpler for tenants.

Awaab’s Law is a new law which
came into effect on 27 October.

It now requires social housing
landlords to urgently investigate
and fix serious hazards like damp

housing providers in the borough
must now:

« Investigate a damp and mould
report within 10 working days

« Provide tenants with a report
within three days

« Start repairs within five days of
findings.

Damp and mould is common in
homes during the colder months.
Mould can be damaging to your
health, especially if you have asthma
or a health condition.

It can spread quickly, so it is

There are things you can do to

help prevent mould in your home,
including:
« Reducing moisture in the air: like

using extractor fans, drying clothes
outside if possible or in a room
with the door shut and the window
open, and cooking with lids on
pans

Ventilating your home: opening
windows to let fresh air in

Keeping your home a steady
temperature: try to keep it between

easy to follow this advice, and if
the mould keeps coming back,
residents are advised to always
report it to their landlord.

You can get information and
advice about how to manage
damp and mould in your home
and how to report issues at
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
healthyhome

If you are a council tenant,
report damp and mould by calling
020 7364 5015 (option 1)

2025 DECEMBER Our EastEnd /| 15


www.towerhamlets.gov.uk

Education Awards highlight
hard work of young people

ACCELERATE EDUCATION

A total of 248 students from across
the borough were celebrated at the
Tower Hamlets Education Awards.

The event, which was held on
Saturday 27 September at Mile
End Stadium, acknowledged the
dedication, talent and resilience of
pupils in Tower Hamlets.

The ceremony brought together
students, families, schools and
community leaders to honour young
people who had been nominated by
their school for their achievements
both in and beyond the classroom.

Students receiving an Education
Award were presented with a
certificate by the Executive Mayor

The Education Awards are part of
wider support and investment into
the educational journeys of children
and young people.

Tower Hamlets Council has
invested £13.7m in its youth
service, Young Tower Hamlets,
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of Tower Hamlets, Lutfur Rahman,
and gifted with a £50 voucher.

Rochelle Lewis-Geary, Deputy
Young Mayor of Tower Hamlets
and co-host of this year’s Education
Awards, said: “Tower Hamlets is
proud to celebrate the achievements
of our young people in academics,
creativity, leadership and positive
action.

"As Deputy Young Mayor, I'm
honoured to represent a generation
ready to lead change, bring fresh
ideas and help make our borough
an even better place to live and
learn."

Each local authority-maintained,
independent and special school or
college in the borough was invited
to nominate up to ten learners,

-

which provides more than 1oo free
activities across youth centres and
community settings.

It was also the first local authority
in the country to introduce universal
free school meals for all primary
and secondary school pupils, saving

with nominations open to those
preparing to sit their GCSEs, A-levels
or equivalent qualifications.

Students were thrilled to receive
their awards. Harry Watson, from
Bow School, said: “I'm really excited
to be here. I was nominated for my
hard work towards my A-levels,
where I achieved three A*s.

"I'm off to Cambridge University
to study medicine. I'm feeling a
bit nervous but looking forward to
getting started. It will definitely be
a challenge, but it’s always been a
dream of mine to go to Cambridge.”

Hasin Abdul, also from Bow
School, said: “I feel proud that I've
been recognised by the council for
my school achievements.

"I'm off to UCL to study history

families an average of [f550 per
child, per year.

Since the scheme began in
September 2023, around two
million extra free meals have been
provided to secondary pupils.

This year, the council has also

and politics of the Americas.
I'm feeling really positive about
starting the next step in my
education, and I'm excited for
what’s to come.”

Nominations reflected a broad
set of criteria, capturing the many
ways young people contribute to
their school and wider community.

The awards highlight not only
academic excellence, but also
personal development, leadership
and collaboration, and creative and
social contribution.

Alongside the award
presentation, there were speeches,
performances, a video and

interactive activities, with young
people taking centre stage in the
event's planning and delivery.

uge ' gtr ‘

introduced  School  Clothing
Grants, where families with a
household income of up to £50,350
can claim f£50 per child entering
primary school at Reception
Year, and £150 per child entering
secondary school at Year 7.



The annual event thanked foster and kinship carers from across the borough
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Celebrating the unsung
heroes of our community

Nearly 100 foster and kinship carers
were celebrated at Tower Hamlets
Council’s annual carers celebration
event on Friday 10 October, held
during National Kinship Care

Week.
The evening, held at Tower
Hamlets Town Hall, brought

together carers and staff from
across the borough to recognise
the extraordinary dedication carers
have to children and young people
in care.

Hosted by the council, the event
featured a sit-down dinner, and
disco and dance performances,
offering a heartfelt thank you to
those who provide loving, safe
and stable homes to some of the
borough’s most vulnerable children.

Carers who have supported
children over many  years
were presented with awards in
recognition for their long service,
with some foster carers dedicating
more than 20 years to fostering.

This year’s event also shone a
spotlight on kinship carers - family
members and close friends who step
in to care for children when their
parents are unable to. Their vital
role was recognised alongside foster

carers, with a guest address from
Jahnine Davis, the Department for
Education’s National Kinship Care
Ambassador, whose role involves
advocating for kinship carers and
improving kinship care services and
supporting standards in England.

Cllr Maium Talukdar Deputy
Mayor of Tower Hamlets and
Cabinet Member for Education,
Youth and Lifelong Learning, said:
“Our foster and kinship carers
are the unsung heroes of our
community.

"They open their hearts and
homes to children who need them
most, offering not just a roof over
their heads, but stability, love and a
sense of belonging.

“This event is a small way for us to
say thank you for the life-changing
work they do every day.”

The evening was also an
opportunity for carers to share their
experiences, connect with peers,
and reflect on the impact they've
made over the past year and beyond.

Tower Hamlets Council
remains committed to supporting
its fostering and kinship care
community and is always looking
for more people to join its network
of carers.

e To find out more visit www.
fosteringtowerhamlets.co.uk

Want to become a foster carer?

You can be:
« Single, married, divorced or
living together

« In a same sex relationship
« Identifying as any gender

« From any ethnic or religious
background

« A homeowner or living in
rented accommodation

- Employed or in receipt of
benefits

+ Already a parent

- Living with disabilities.

You must:

Have a spare bedroom (babies aged
between o-2 can share your bedroom)

Live in reasonable traveling distance to
Tower Hamlets

« Be aged over 21 and be a British citizen or

have permanent leave to remain

Have some experience of caring for, or
working with, children or young people
Be able to show your relationship is stable

and you are both equally committed to
fostering

« Not be pregnant

Have no convictions for offences against
children.
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New children's library launches

Young children who attended a story
time session were among the first
visitors to celebrate the creation of a
new children’s library at Idea Store
Canary Wharf.

Tower Hamlets Council and
Canary Wharf Group are working
in partnership to invest f1.4m to
improve the facilities at the Idea
Store, including a new children's
library, and new heating, lighting
and flooring.

As part of the launch, Cllr Maium
Talukdar, Deputy Mayor and Cabinet
Member for Education, Youth
and Lifelong Learning, and Cllr
Saied Ahmed, Cabinet Member for
Resources, joined in a story time
session.

The students received laptops, broadband access and a training programme

New laptops tackling digital divide

ACCELERATE EDUCATION

212 more Year 7 pupils across
four Tower Hamlets schools
have received digital support as
part of the ongoing Connecting
Communities programme.
Connecting Communities is a
partnership project between the
East End Community Foundation,
Tower Hamlets Council, the Letta
Trust and Poplar HARCA and aims
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to identify students and families in
need of support.

The secondary school pilot,
which launched in November
2024, builds on the success of the
initiative in primary schools, with
a total of 1,227 devices delivered to
families in Tower Hamlets since the
scheme started in 2020.

These devices are gifted to pupils
and their families to ensure every
student has access to the digital
tools they need for learning, and

to develop the essential digital skills
needed for their education and future
careers.

In November, pupils at Swanlea,

Central Foundation for Girls,
Oaklands and Langdon  Park
schools  received Dbrand new
laptops, broadband access and

a comprehensive
training programme.
East End Community Foundation
Head of Grants and Community
Engagement, Allan  Anderson,

seven-step IT

said: "Digital exclusion remains
a significant barrier for many
families across the East End.
"Through  the  Connecting
Communities partnership, we're
working with schools to ensure
those who need support most
have the devices, connectivity, and
skills to participate fully in their
education. It’s fantastic to see the
programme expand into secondary
schools, helping even more young
people to reach their potential."



Young Mayor elections start

This year, Tower Hamlets received
the highest number of Young Mayor
applicants ever.

A total of 92 ambitious young
people aged 13 to 17 put themselves
forward to be in with the chance of
becoming the next Young Mayor.

The Young Mayor programme
provides young people with the
opportunity to represent the voices
of young people in Tower Hamlets
at a local, regional and national
level. As representatives of young
people, they work closely with the
council to ensure that youth voices
remain at the centre of decision
making.

Cllr Maium Talukdar, Deputy
Mayor and Cabinet Member for
Education, Youth, and Lifelong
Learning, said: “I'm delighted
to see so many young people
involved in this process. This year
we've received more than double
the number of applications from
the previous election. All of them
should be proud of themselves for

taking the bold step to apply.

"I'm looking forward to seeing
who the final 15 candidates will be
and hearing their manifestos and
plans for Tower Hamlets.

"I have no doubt that our next
Young Mayor will be a brilliant
young person who embodies the
voice of young people in Tower
Hamlets.

“Each Young Mayor of Tower
Hamlets leaves behind a legacy. Our
soon to be former-Young Mayor
Fetuma Hassan has done brilliantly
in her role and is now making
strides in her academic studies
at Harvard University studying
Governance.”

The final 15 candidates have now
been chosen. Follow their campaigns
and meet the final 15 candidates by
following @ youngtowerhamlets on
Instagram and TikTok

You can also follow the process by
visiting www.youngtowerhamlets.
org.uk/get-involved /young-mayor-
of-tower-hamlets

WA s
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Some of the Young Mayor hopefuls

Events and activities for Youth Work Week

A number of events were organised

Young Tower Hamlets celebrated
Youth Work Week with a vibrant
programme of events, speeches,
performances and  workshops
across local youth centres and
beyond.

This year’s theme, ‘Building
Brighter Futures: through safe
places, trusted support, and
opportunities to thrive’, celebrated
the vital role youth work plays
in supporting and empowering
young people. The week concluded
with two celebration events held

at Haileybury Youth Centre and
Limehouse Youth Centre.

During the week, Deputy
Young Mayors Khadija Dirir
and Iffat Bhuiyan represented
Tower Hamlets at the UK Youth
Parliament, speaking passionately
in the House of Common on the

importance of environmental
reform.  Meanwhile,  singer-
songwriter Bianca Santos
performed her original song

‘Last Night’ at the London Youth
Awards.

Girls' football team and youth space

Young Tower Hamlets has launched
its first ever wunder-1r's Girls'
District Football Team.

The team was formed through
collaborating and partnering with
local schools, community coaches,
and the council's youth service
Young Tower Hamlets.

This initiative ensures that girls
in Tower Hamlets have access to
structured, high quality football
facilities from a young age.

Girls' football coach, Rayhan
said: “It’s been an absolute pleasure
coaching the girls over the last few
months. When we first put together
the district team, we didn’t know

how much engagement we’'d get
but it’s been overwhelming to see
so many young girls have a true
passion for the game.”

Visit youngtowerhamlets.org.uk/
get-involved /girls-district-football-
team

Separately, Young Tower Hamlets
will be launching its first ever girls-
only youth centre in December.

Located next to St Pauls Way
Secondary School, it will offer girls
aged 11-19 (up to 25 with SEND) a
library, social space, fitness classes
and more.

Follow @youngtowerhamlets for
more updates.

The club will give girls access to high quality footbal facilities
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INVEST IN SERVICES

‘ Almost £500,000 has been invested
to refurbish and upgrade the
football pitches at Mile End - part
of the council’s wider programme
to enhance leisure facilities for
residents across the borough.

The  f432,716 refurbishment
includes a new and improved sub-
base for older pitches, installation
of shock pads across all pitches for
safer play, brand-new, high-quality
artificial turf, stronger fencing,
new kickboards, upgraded security
systems and brand-new goalposts.

The newly refurbished pitches are
now open for bookings, managed by
PlayFootball and available through
their website.

pgrades get the kick off

Executive Mayor Lutfur Rahman and cllr Mohammed Kamrul Hussain at the launch

improvements to leisure facilities ~ « Revamping of the multi-courts at ~ ensure our residents have access

To mark the reopening, Executive
Mayor Lutfur Rahman and Clir
Mohammed Kamrul Hussain,
Cabinet Member for Culture and
Recreation, officially  unveiled
the new pitches alongside local
community groups.

The Mile End pitches investment
is part of a wider programme of

across the borough.
Current and upcoming projects

include:

« A major boiler system upgrade
at John Orwell Sports Centre to
improve heating and hot water

« A similar boiler replacement
scheduled for York Hall

« Planned

Mile End with new fencing and
resurfacing

improvements to
health suites at Mile End and

Whitechapel later this year.

Cllr Mohammed Kamrul Hussain,

Cabinet Member for Culture and

Recreation, said: "These projects

to modern, safe and inclusive
facilities that will serve the
community for many years to
come.”

To book a football pitch at Mile
End, visit the PlayFootball website,
where you can check availability,
pricing and choose from a range

of pitch options.

Satisfaction rates high with leisure service

Almost three-quarters of residents
(72 per cent) are satisified or very
satisfied with the borough's new
leisure service, Be Well, a survey
to mark one year of the service has
found.

A total of 2,842 people
responded to the survey, which
entered them into a prize draw
to win the first-ever Be Well
membership card, granting one
year of free membership and five
day passes to Be Well The Spa.
This was won by Shazmin Begum.

Be Well is continuing to
invest in the borough’s leisure
infrastructure and to listen to
direct feedback from residents.
Planned improvements include:

« Reconfiguring and enhancing
the women-only gyms at Poplar

Bath and York Hall

« Upgrading the health suites
at Whitechapel and Mile End
Leisure Centres

WELL

HEALTH | WELLNESS | PLAY

MEMBERSHIP CARD

(TR
« Major updates at Mile End
Leisure Centre

« New water inflatables.

Be Well was created to provide
inclusive, community-led leisure

Competition winner Shazmin Begum, second from right services. Visit be-well.org.uk
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New female-focused Saturday market

A new market focused on female
crafters, artists and makers is still
open for two Saturdays - perfect for
last minute Christmas gifts.

Organised by The East End
Trades Guild (EETG), an alliance
of nearly 400 small, independent
businesses across London’s East
End, the market will take place
every Saturday from roam to 4pm
outside E. Pellicci’s Café on Bethnal
Green Road until 20 December.

This launch marks a vibrant
return of local creativity to the heart
of Bethnal Green, providing fully
subsidised pitches to local women
on one of London’s most historic
high streets.

By bringing attention and footfall
to the area, the Bethnal Green
Market will help the Guild grow,
paving the way for more stalls,
more opportunities, and a more
vibrant street life.

Their Crowdfunder remains open
for backers who want to help the

market continue and support local
independent artists and makers to
stay in the East End.

Stallholders sell a range of
different items, including Arabella
from Fine Art and Fancy Things.

She said: “We’ll be selling my
miniatures - all my food and
peg dolls, which are historical
characters or things we find funny.
I'm making a little Pellicci’s fried
breakfast in a saucepan!"

Kim Whitehead, of Bethnal
Queens said: “Because I'm an older
woman, I think others my age will
feel comfortable coming to the stall.

"I've been to shops where you get
funny looks for trying on something
‘too young’. Bethnal Green Market
hasn’t had that for years, and I'm
so excited. I'll see old friends, meet
new ones, and give other women a
bit of inspiration.”

e To support the fundraising,
visit crowdfunder.co.uk/p/eetg-
market-for-bethnal-green-road

A Crowdfunder hopes to keep the market open

Campaign to tackle waste truck fires

Hamlets

Tower Council has
launched a new safety campaign
calling for urgent action to tackle
the rise in fires caused by discarded
batteries, warning that the problem
is putting waste crews at risk and
disrupting bin collections across
the borough.

Dispose Safe aims to address
the growing national problem of
lithium-ion batteries igniting inside
waste trucks and recycling facilities.

In Tower Hamlets alone, there
were 22 fires linked to lithium-ion
batteries, eight of which happened
in our waste collection vehicles.

At the heart of the campaign is
a short, animated film explaining
how lithium batteries cause fires
when crushed inside waste trucks
and how residents can dispose
of them safely. The animation is
available to all local authorities
and waste partners across the UK
to help raise public awareness and
promote consistent battery-safety

messages.
London Fire Brigade Deputy
Assistant Commissioner for

Prevention & Protection, Richard
Field, said: “Lithium-ion battery
fires are a major risk and we are
attending fires regularly involving
waste in bin lorries, including

in Tower Hamlets. We've also
attended significant fires at waste
disposal sites across the capital,
which we suspect are caused by
lithium-ion batteries.

“These fires can be very time
consuming for our firefighters
and often require a high level
of resources to extinguish.
We've also seen the detrimental
environmental and  societal
impact these fires can have on
local communities.

“We urge people to check
with the retailer or your local
authority's website for the safest
way to dispose of lithium-ion
batteries in your area and reduce
the risk of fires occurring.”

Executive Mayor Lutfur
Rahman said: "Every time a
battery is thrown into the bin, it
risks exploding when crushed
inside a waste truck. That puts
our frontline crews in danger,
damages expensive vehicles and
causes serious delays to residents’
collections.

"We are calling on residents,
councils and the Government to
take this issue seriously. Through
our Dispose Safe campaign, we
are showing that prevention is
simple: do not bin it, recycle it
safely. Together, we can stop these
fires before they start.”

Cllr Shafi Ahmed, Cabinet

A recent fire in one of the waste trucks

Member for Environment and
Climate Emergency, said: "These
fires are frightening, unpredictable
and completely avoidable. They not
only threaten the safety of our staff
but also lead to missed collections
and major service delays for
residents when trucks are damaged
or taken out of service."

The Dispose Safe campaign follows
the success of Tower Hamlets’
previous Charge Safe initiative, run
in partnership with the London Fire
Brigade's #ChargeSafe campaign,
which raised awareness of safe
e-bike and e-scooter charging. That
campaign was widely praised for

improving public awareness and
has since been adopted by other
councils.

Residents are urged to:

Never put batteries, vapes or
electricals in household bins or
recycling sacks.

Use Dbattery recycling bins
in supermarkets and electrical
retailers.

Take larger batteries, such
as e-bike or e-scooter packs, to
Northumberland Wharf Recycling
Centre. If a battery is swollen,
leaking or overheating, store it
outside in a plastic container until
it can be recycled safely.
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Struggling
to tackle mould?

O\

Report mould
to your landlord,
they can help

Get advice at

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
healthyhome




Funding and sup

There are four projects to support entrepreneurs and small businesses

Four new projects have been
launched as part of a f400,000
initiative to help residents set up
their own business and support
small businesses to take them to the
next level.

Think Start Up2 is a fast-track
programme if you have a business
idea but aren't sure where to start.
You will receive practical hands-on
advice, and expert guidance to help
test, validate and grow your idea.

Supported Access to Finance 2
supports aspiring entrepreneurs
who require financial backing with
a chance to apply for a £2,500 kick-
start grant. Through this project
you will attend training, develop a
business plan and register a new
business on Companies House or
register as self-employed.

Women Mean Business 2 supports

port for start-ups

the growth of existing female
led Tower Hamlets businesses.
It focuses on businesses that
are already established (with a
minimum of 18 months trading)
and need support and guidance to
grow their enterprise.

Support for Startups encourages
the growth and survival of
early-stage startup  businesses.
It includes a programme of
mentorship, technical assistance,
workshops  and  networking
opportunities to help founders
build strong, scalable businesses.
Visit  www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
openforbusiness. The projects are
funded through the government’s
UK Shared Prosperity Fund
(UKSPF) which aims to build local
pride in communities and increase
life chances across the UK.
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One of the businesses includes Ong Lai Kopiti
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am, a traditional Malaysian cofee shop, with cllr Musthak Ahmed

10 new independent businesses

JOBS AND SKILLS

Ten local and independent
businesses have been able to
establish  themselves in new

affordable-rent units, thanks to the
council's Business Growth Team
and Canary Wharf Group.
Businesses were able to pitch
to use the units at 8 Harbord
Square, Wood Wharf, on the
Canary Wharf Estate, with support
given throughout the process
and selections based upon long-

term economic viability, detailed
business plans and the provision
of amenities for the sustainable
growth of the expanding Wood
Wharf community.

Each business has also been
chosen based on the strong, unique
offering they can bring.

Brands currently open or opening
soon include Awe London, Wayne
Hairdresser Salon, The Flower
Club, Pawsome Pet Grooming,
Cafe Seek, Ong Lai Kopitiam and
Supershakes.

Staff at Ong Lai Kopitiam have a

passion to share the rich flavours of
Malaysian cuisine. It started with Eat
Lah, their popular street food stall.
They always had a desire to
establish a permanent “kopitiam”;
a traditional Malaysian coffee shop.
Customers at Ong Lai Kopitiam
can enjoy Malaysian classics with a
modern twist such as kolo mee and
nasi kerabu, as well as snacks such as

roti boy and karipap.
For Bow-raised Kamden
Monplaisir, having always been

fascinated by the unique nature of the
Canary Wharf area, the opportunity

to expand her beauty brand Awe
London to Wood Wharf has been a
dream come true.

Awe London specialises in
creative nails and other beauty
treatments.

Cllr Musthak Ahmed, Cabinet
Member for Jobs, Enterprise,
Skills and Growth, said: “It was a
pleasure to visit a number of these
new businesses to see how they are
establishing themselves in their
new Wood Wharf communuity,
and I wish them every success for
the future.”
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Commemoration events were held
acrosstheborough on Remembrance
Sunday 9 November and on
Remembrance Day 11 November to
honour the contribution of British
and Commonwealth military and
civilian servicemen and women
involved in the two world wars and
later conflicts.

The Union flag was raised at the
Town Hall in Whitechapel and the
Town Hall was lit in red, white and
blue marking Armistice Day.

Armistice Day was marked with
a short commemoration at the
Town Hall, Whitechapel, including
a two-minute silence and wreath
laying, attended by: Deputy Mayor,
Cllr Maium Talukdar, Speaker

A two minute silence was held on Armistice Day at the Town Hall

Honouring Remembrance Day

of Council, Cllr Suluk Ahmed,
Cllr Peter Golds, Armed Forces
Champion, Leslie Morgan OBE,
Deputy Lieutenant, John Ludgate,
former Deputy Lieutenant and
Freeman of the Borough, Cllr Marc
Francis, Cllr Kabir Ahmed, Steve
Halsey, Chief Executive, and HMS
President Sub Lt Lewis Riste and
Sub Lt Charlie Holness

Other events took place at Bethnal
Green Gardens, The Merchant Navy
Memorial, Tower Hill, The War
Memorial, Tower Hamlets Cemetery
Park, Christ Church, Isle of Dogs,
St. Anne’s, Limehouse, St. George’s
in the East, St Luke’s, Millwall,
Memorial Gardens, Millwall and St
Dunstan’s Stepney.
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THE MAYOR'S CUP GUILDMORE

2025 GROUP

Tower Hamlets
Mayor’s Cup 2025

We'd like to celebrate the players, volunteers, and
organisers who make the Mayor's Cup such an inspiring
and inclusive day for Tower Hamlets.

Guildmore is proud to support this festival of football,
standing alongside the community in celebrating
teamwork, participation, and healthy lifestyles.

Guildmore - Helping communities thrive.

Save enhero

. Stay warm.

TOWER HAMLETS

Free home energy upgrades
worth up to £10,000

Available to owner-occupied households
receiving eligible benefits.

Visit the web page below or scan the QR code
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/reep

L
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Hundeds take part in two
exciting tournaments

The winners of the Mayor's L
cricket and football cups and were ¥
crowned recently after two exciting
tournaments.

For the cricket, sixteen adult teams
and 12 junior and youth teams took
part in the tournament across the
first weekend of September.

Sixty-three  exciting  matches,
played at Victoria Park, saw London
Sportif, Wanstead Ladies, WH
Eagles and Tigers lift trophies in
the men’s, women’s, under 17s' and
under 118" categories.

For the football, a total of 966
players took part, with teams across
10 age categories.

Vallance won the under 8s, under
1os and under 16s. Victoria Park won
the under 9s and under 13s, Mindest
the under 115 and Shadwell Central
Tigers the under 12s. Frontline took
the under 14s' trophy, and One Goal
the under 15s.

Royal Regents took the open age
women and London Sportif the open HL R :
age men. Football and cricket tournaments took place recently

= ARADA

One of London’s
premier residential-led
mixed-use developers.

RAARA0AAAT

Sponsors of
The Mayor's Cup 2025

aradalondon.com
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Bowled over by new cricket pitch

COUNCIL NEWS

‘ A new grass cricket pitch has been
unveiled in Victoria Park, marking
a new chapter in creating a safe,
inclusive and community-friendly
environment for cricket in Tower
Hamlets.

England international cricketer
Maia Bouchier played as part of
a six over match to celebrate the
launch which also featured major
announcements on the vision for
developing the outfield and cricket
square over the next three years.

Plansinclude creating safer spaces
for women and girls; innovative
ground designs and landscaping;
and opportunities for local teams
to participate in the game at the
highest level of league cricket.

Lutfur Rahman, Executive Mayor
of Tower Hamlets, and Cllr Kamrul
Hussain, Cabinet Member for
Culture and Recreation, were joined
atthelaunch event by representatives
from Tower Hamlets Cricket Club
(THCC) and Md. Shahidul Alam,
CEO Capital Kids Cricket (CKC),
who are working alongside the
council to ensure that community
voices remain central in the ongoing

development of the cricket square.

Additionally, as part of the council
commitment to promoting equal
opportunities for girls and women in
sport, female coaches will be present
at all training sessions, Sundays will
remain a day for women and girls’
cricket, and next year will see the
introduction of the Maia Bouncier
London Cricket League which will
be held in Victoria Park.

Cllr Kamrul Hussain said:
“This new pitch at Victoria Park
reflects Tower Hamlets Council’s
commitment to community
wellbeing, and sport for all. We're
proud to support a project that
empowers women and girls, young
people, and community inclusion.”

Maia Bouchier, England
international cricketer and CKC
Patron, said: “It's wonderful to see
years of local campaigning lead
to something so positive. Victoria
Park is now a place where everyone
can enjoy cricket together in a safe
and welcoming environment. This
ground can serve as a model for
others to follow - showing how open
park spaces can be safe, inclusive
and inspiring for everyone,
especially women and girls.”

Angus Fraser, former England

Sunday will remain a day for women and girls' cricket

international and Managing
Director of Middlesex Cricket in
the Community, said: “Middlesex
Cricket has always been proud to
work alongside Tower Hamlets
Council, Capital Kids Cricket and
our community partners to make
the game accessible to all. We will

continue to support these efforts
and help develop opportunities
for players across the borough.
"It's fantastic that Tower
Hamlets now has a true home
ground - a place where local
players can grow, compete and
aspire to play at higher levels.”

Festival celebrates all forms of kindness

Khadija Halim Rahman
26 // Our EastEnd DECEMBER 2025

A Season of Bangla Drama, the
borough’s unique theatre festival,
returned in November with the
theme of ‘kindness’.

The festival, which showcases new
productions, featured performances
that examined kindness from
different perspectives, including
kindness seen through the eyes of
migrants; the kindness of caring
for our own wellbeing; and how
kindness and empathy can have a
positive impact in our communities.

The festival programme also
presented comedy, conversation,
music and songs in a mixture of
Bangla, Sylheti and English.

Now in its 22nd year, A Season
of Bangla Drama also hosted its
annual fringe programme of events
including art workshops, exhibitions,
talks and walks.

The month-long festival opened at
the Brady Arts Centre in Whitechapel
with An Anthology of Kindness
- short stories which explored
humanity, empathy, and resilience,
revealing how kindness shapes our
connections in profound ways.

As part of the festival, Khadija
Halim Rahman’s exhibition titled

Looking Through a Prism was
on show at the Brady Centre.

The show was a collection
of paintings, sketches, video
installations and fashion pieces,
each telling a different stage
about the artist’s life. Some
were sombre reflections, some
interpreted happy childhood
memories, others paid tribute to
significant people in her life.

Speaking on opening night,
Khadija gave an insight into
some of the artwork on display.
She explained: “One piece is an
Ode to Autumn, dedicated to my
mother who I recently lost. It
reminds me of devastation, and
when the leaves fall, it is also
about preservation.

“Another  small  painting
speaks about my current life
and the people behind me, and
another piece is of my childhood
and people who we’ve lost over
a period of time. The work is
part of a quest to find out what
matters in life, how much we
need, and who we see. Peer
through the looking glass and
ask yourself these questions.”



Ashiqur Rahman
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New leaders of tomorrow break
down barriers to bring change

Graduates poised to be the new
leaders of tomorrow were praised
for their vision and commitment
to creating a fairer borough at a
celebration event.

More than 50 residents took part
in an intensive leadership course
this year, run by Tower Hamlets
Council, aimed at increasing the
number of Black, Asian and Multi-
Ethnic people in community
leadership roles.

The council hosted a graduation
event at the Town Hall on 28

October to celebrate participants’
achievements.

National award-winning
organisation Olmec delivered the
Community Leaders of Tomorrow
training as part of the council’s
I Can Be... campaign aimed at
reducing racial inequalities.

Many of the graduates spoke
about their positive experience
during the course and how they
have succeeded in gaining board
and community roles.

Graduate Usha Kong, who is
a coach, inspirational speaker
and social enterprise leader, said:
“Before I joined Black on Board, I

questioned whether spaces for true
representation really existed, and
whether they were genuinely open
to people like me.

“Black on Board has reinforced
my belief in the power of lived
experience leadership, and as I
always say, real change begins when
belief turns into action.

"This programme equips us
with the knowledge, credibility and
pathways to step into boardrooms at
every level, not questioning whether
we belong, but knowing that we do.”

Cllr Bodrul Choudhury, Cabinet
Member for Customer Services,
Equalities and Social Inclusion,

met with graduates and awarded
certificates at the event.

Hesaid: “Iamincredibly proud of
the residents who have completed

the I Can Be.. Community
leadership programme.
“Their commitment and

courage to step into leadership
roles is inspiring.

"This initiative is a vital step
in ensuring our community
leadership reflects the rich
diversity of Tower Hamlets.

“We are building a borough
where  everyone  has  the
opportunity to lead and make a
difference.”

Postal vote application deadline

Following a change in the law, if an
elector wishes to vote by post they
can only do so now for a period of
three years and then a new postal
vote application must be made.

The Tower Hamlets Council
electoral services team has been

contacting electors to inform them
that their postal vote will expire
on 31 January 2026, and a new
application is required.

This can be done now rather
than wait until 31 January 2026
and is very important if you want

to continue to vote by post at the
Executive Mayor and Local Council
elections to be held on Thursday 7
May 2026 and beyond.
Applications can be made online
at  www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote
and paper applications are available

from the Tower Hamlets electoral
services team. Further information
at www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/vote
and please contact the electoral
services team if you have any
questions at vote@towerhamlets.
gov.uk or 020 7364 0872.
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Christmas and New Year
rloriserierls)
Waste collection schedule

Over the bank holiday period there

will be changes to your normal

rubbish, recycling, food and garden
waste collection arrangements. 73

Scheduled collection date  Service status Revised collection day
Monday 22nd December Full Service

Tuesday 23rd December Full Service
Wednesday 24th December | Full Service

Thursday 25th December No Service Thursday collections on Saturday 27th December

Friday 26th December No Service Friday Collections on Sunday 28th December
Saturday 27th December Thursday 25th December
work
Sunday 28th December Friday 26th December work
Monday 29th December Full Service

Tuesday 30th December Full Service
Wednesday 31st December | Full Service
Thursday 1st January No Service
Friday 2nd January

Thursday 1st January work Thursday Collections on Friday 2nd January

Saturday 3rd January Friday 2nd January work Friday Collection Saturday 3rd January

Sunday 4th January Full Service
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Nominations open for Civic Awards

The Tower Hamlets Civic Awards
are the borough’s opportunity to
say a very special thank you to the
local unsung heroes who live, work
or study in the borough.

The Civic Awards 2026
nominations are open to honour
those who dedicate their time and
efforts to improve the lives of people
across Tower Hamlets.

Nominations close on Wednesday
31 December 2025. The winners
will be chosen by a cross-party
panel, chaired by the Speaker of
the Council, cllr Suluk Ahmed and

include representatives from the

community.

e Find out more and nominate
at  www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
civicawards
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The plaque was unveiled for Ayub Ali Master, inset
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People's Plaque for Bengali
pioneer unveiled

A commemorative

plaque
honouring Ayub Ali Master, a
pioneering figure in British Bengali
history, has been wunveiled on
Christian Street, near the site where
he and Shah Abdul Majid Qureshi
ran the Indian Seamen’'s Welfare
League office in 1943.

Ayub Ali Master played a vital role
in supporting South Asian seamen
and migrants in East London
during the early 20th century.
His work laid the foundations for
community organising and welfare
support that benefited generations
of British Bengalis.

Born in 1900 in Sylhet, Ayub Ali
Master settled in East London in the
1920s and opened the Shah Jalal
restaurant on Commercial Street
which served as a hub for the Asian
community.

His home at 13 Sandys Row
became a safe haven for lascars
- Bengali sailors escaping harsh
conditions and contractual
restrictions.

Ayub Ali provided shelter, food
and practical assistance, helping
them register with authorities and
access essential services.

In 1943, he co-founded the
Indian Seamen’s Welfare League
on Christian Street to formalise this
support.

The unveiling was managed by
Tower Hamlets Council as part of its
historic People’s Plaques Scheme,
launched in 2013 to commemorate
people, places and events of local
significance.

Through the scheme, residents
were invited to nominate candidates
for a Tower Hamlets People’s
Plaque. Ayub Ali Master received
the highest number of valid votes.

A total of eight plaques have

been installed across the borough so
far through the initiative, including
those for Tasadduq Ahmed, Marge
Hewson, Nicolas Culpeper, Tommy
Flowers, Sowabullah Munshi and
Clara Grant.

The unveiling was attended by
40 people, including Master Ayub
Ali’s granddaughter, Parul Husain,
Cllr Kamrul Hussain, Cabinet
Member for Culture and Recreation,
and community representatives,
including  members of  the
Swadhinata Trust.

Parul Husain said: “Our family are
immensely proud and excited about
this historic event. Our grandfather
was an early Bangladeshi pioneer.

"He arrived in London in 1919.
He aided so many people in the
Bangladeshi community when they
first arrived in the UK, as he was
fluent in English and Bengali.

"He also worked tirelessly for
social justice via the Indian Seaman's

Welfare League during the 1940s.”

Julie Begum, Chair of the
Swadhinata Trust, said: “The
Swadhinata Trust was formed in
2000 to promote British Bengali
history and culture, ensuring it is
recognised as an essential part of
British history and, by extension, our
contemporary world.

"As we mark our 25th anniversary,
we are proud to support the unveiling
of the plaque for Ayub Ali Master in
Tower Hamlets.

"The Bengali community has long
campaigned for recognition of Ayub
Ali Master’s contributions, both to
London and internationally.

"He provided invaluable support
to local people in need, long before
the establishment of the British
welfare state.”

The Swadhinata Trust has recently
launched free Bengali heritage walks
where people can learn more about
the work of Ayub Ali Master.
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£400k to help new and
existing businesses to thrive

Could you benefit?

Think Start Up2 is a fast-track programme if you have a
business idea but not sure where to start.

Supported Access to Finance 2 supports aspiring
entrepreneurs who require financial backing, with a chance
to apply for a £2500 kick-start grant.

Women Mean Business 2 supports the growth of existing
female led Tower Hamlets businesses.

Support for Startups encourages

the growth and survival of
early-stage startup businesses.

Visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
openforbusiness for details.
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From sticky to sleek: cleaning
up gum from our streets

CLEAN AND GREEN

The streets of Brick Lane are
looking distinctly less sticky after
the council used a £27,000 grant
to tackle the issue of discarded
chewing gum on the roads and

pavements.
The council used the funding
from  organisation  Behaviour

Change to set up a Chewing Gum
Taskforce which carried out a
specialist cleaning trial for three
weeks during October, focusing on
chewing gum removal along Brick
Lane.

As chewing gum is so sticky, it
required specialist equipment to
get rid of it which the council didn't
oW

The Chewing Gum Taskforce
trial was a success and has made
a noticeable difference to the look
and feel of the area.

Brick Lane is one of our borough’s
most popular destinations, known
for its international food stalls,
vintage shops, historic landmarks
and vibrant night-time economy.
With millions of visitors each year,
keeping the area clean is a top
priority.

While recent monitoring by Keep
Britain Tidy showed improvements
in general litter and detritus levels
in the borough, chewing gum
remained a persistent issue.

In response to concerns from
residents and local businesses, the
council worked with the Bangla
Town Working Group to schedule
regular street washing.

The money will also be used to
create a public awareness campaign
to discourage littering and leaving
gum.

The council is now looking at
how it can fund the taskforce to
tackle more areas of the borough.
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The Chewing Gum Taskforce tackled the sticky issue in Brick Lane
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£1.2m to fund more EV chargers

Tower Hamlets Council has
secured f12m from the Local
Electric  Vehicle Infrastructure

(LEVI) Fund in partnership with
the London Borough of Barking
and Dagenham, paving the way for
hundreds of new charging points

across the borough.

The funding will deliver more
than 300 mnew fast chargers
(7—22kw) in Tower Hamlets over
the next two years, with installations
starting in early 2026.

The project also includes the

introduction of accessible
chargers.

The announcement builds on the
borough’s record-breaking rollout of
2,000 new electric vehicle charging
points through a partnership with
Ubitricity earlier this year.

rapid

That scheme, one of the fastest
rollouts of public charging points
in the UK, moved Tower Hamlets
from 19th to 3rd in London for
the number of public chargers
available, with more than 2,370
now in operation.
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Mulberry

Academy London Dock

in @ nurturing
community where children

At Mulberry Academy London Dock, our exciting curriculum
reflects Wapping’s vibrant history, drawing from Brunel’s
engineering legacy and the dynamic trade heritage of
London Docks. We nurture artistic, sporting, and creative
talents, alongside rigorous preparation for the challenges

of a rapidly advancing world.

Call or email us to book a personal tour and experience
first-hand what makes our school an inspiring choice
for your child’s education.

&

w [~ 2l |
Mulberry Academy London Dock

6 Virginia Street, London, ETW 2AD

¥ 020 3745 8080
™ info@mulberrylondondock.org Part of the

X @MulberryDock mUIberry

& www.mulberrylondondock.org Schools Trust
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Tower Hamlets Local History Library
& Archives will soon be hosting a
small exhibition of local artist Tom
Lyddon’s artworks. These were
recently deposited for permanent
preservation in the council’s archive
collections. The vibrant display
showcases a variety of mixed-media
cityscapes depicting the borough of
Tower Hamlets.

Tom Lyddon was born in 1942
in Buckinghamshire. The family
moved to Essex around 1947, then
to Blackwall. He has lived in Poplar’s
Teviot Estate since 1976.

In the 1950s, Tom attended St
Bernard’s Catholic Boys School
on Damian Street, Stepney, where
art was his favourite subject. After
leaving school he worked for Crown
Wallpaper in Bow as a hand engraver,
and then at Herbert Morris Brown
and Lennox, a chain and lifting
gear manufacturers in Millwall, as a
lorry driver taking goods across the
South East. He loved the freedom of
travelling and eventually passed the
Knowledge to become a black cab
driver. He held his green badge from
1976 until retiring in 2012.

But in later life, Tom returned to
art, as he reflects: “In the late 1980s,
I began to be serious about learning
to paint. I found that the artist John
Copnall gave painting lessons locally
in the artists’ colony in the former
Spratts dog biscuit factory.” And so
began Tom’s journey in exploring
his urban surroundings through
paint, pastels, charcoal and linocuts.

His work was exhibited at the
Southbank as part of the Greater
London Council's 'Paintings for
London', and in recent times at
the Yurt Café in Limehouse. In
retirement, Tom has regularly
attended the art classes provided by
Idea Store Learning at the Shadwell
Centre, where he made a strong
impression on staff and students
alike.

An event celebrating the exhibition
will be held in January 2026. Please
visit the website for more details.

1 December 2025 — 27 March
2026

Tower Hamlets Local History
Library & Archives

First floor

277 Bancroft Road, London Er
4DQ

Nearest tubes: Stepney Green and
Mile End

www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history

et |

Tom Lyddon will be exhibiting at the Tower Hamlets Local History Library and Archive
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ARTS & EVENTS
WHAT’S ON

\
Month long film exhibition

For the first time in the Film
London Jarman Award’s eighteen-
year history, Whitechapel Gallery is
hosting a month-long exhibition of
films by all six shortlisted artists.

Featuring work by Arwa Aburawa
and Turab Shah, Karimah Ashadu,
Onyeka Igwe, Hope Strickland,
Morgan Quaintance and George
Finlay Ramsay, the exhibition
will offer audiences the chance to
explore an extraordinary range of
boundary-pushing moving image
work.

On until 14 December, the
exhibition  represents  the
culmination of a nationwide
tour of the shortlisted artists’
work.

The Film London Jarman
Award is presented by Film
London through the support
of Arts Council England in
association with Whitechapel
Gallery.

The award recognises and
supports artists working with
moving image and celebrates

the spirit of experimentation,
imagination and innovation in the
work of UK-based artist filmmakers.
The Award is inspired by visionary
filmmaker Derek Jarman.

On Thursday 11 December, from
6.30pm to 8pm, Whitechapel Gallery
will hold an evening event celebrating
the work of the winner of this year’s
Film London Jarman Award.

Entry to the exhibition is free.

Visit  whitechapelgallery.org for
further information.

Support Women's History

A diverse programme of exhibitions
and events will take place across
East London to mark Women’s
History Month.

The programme will celebrate
the work of women artists, activists,
writers, performers, community
groups and organisations.

If you are planning a relevant
exhibition, performance, event or
workshop during March 2026,
there is an opportunity to include
your activities in the Women’s
History = Month  programme
which will be widely promoted.
Participation is free.

The programme will also include
events celebrating International
Women’s Day on 8 March 2026
and International Women's Week
2 - 8 March 2026.

The deadline for submission is 12
January 2026.

For more information contact
Maggie  Pinhorn at info@
alternativearts.couk or 07852
372362, or visit www.alternativearts.
org.uk

Separately, the council’s arts and
events team will be hosting its
third annual exhibition to celebrate
the talent and creativity of women
in Tower Hamlets for Women's
History Month.

The exhibition will be on show
at The Brady Arts Centre in
Whitechapel throughout March.

This is an open call for artwork
from women of all ages who live,
work or study in Tower Hamlets.

You don’tneed to be a professional
artist or designer-maker or to have
exhibited before.

If you enjoy drawing, painting,
printmaking, working with textiles,
photography or any other medium,
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we want to hear from you.

You must live, work or study
in Tower Hamlets, and your
submitted work must be ready to
display.
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Month

The  deadline for online
submission is 5pm on Friday 16
January 2026.

For more information visit www.
towerhamlets.gov.uk/arts

News in brief

Holocaust Memorial Day

Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD)
takes place on 27 January each year
as an important reminder of how
we can learn from the Holocaust
and more recent genocides for a
better future.

A series of events will take place
in the borough from 25 to 28
January.

The theme for HMD in 2026,
'‘Bridging Generations', is a call
to action. It is a reminder that the
responsibility of remembrance
doesn't end with the survivors - it
lives on through their children,
their grandchildren and through all
of us.

This theme encourages us all to
engage actively with the past. By
doing so, we build a bridge between
memory and action, between
history and hope for the future.

For further information visit
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/HMD

Festive Winter Adventure

Santa, singing, a ‘sleigh-off’ and
stalls are some of the exciting
activities  coming to  Queen
Elizabeth Olympic Park this
December, as part of a brand-new
festive programme called Winter
Adventure.

From G6pm every evening, a
different park venue opens its
doors and unlocks a special, free
activity for visitors to experience.
Expect a mix of music, food, art,
performance and sport.

All activities are free to enter.

Visit WWW.
queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk/
whats-on/winter-adventure

Festive hunt on the
Docklands Light
Railway

Search for 10 snowflakes at 10
stations between 15 December and
2 January to win a special prize.

The hunt is organised by The
Docklands Light Railway and
participating  stations  include
Tower Gateway, West India Quay,
Canary Wharf, Island Gardens and
Mudchute.

Claim vyour prize from the
information centre at London City
Airport or Tower Gateway.

Participate ~ for  free by
downloading the Actionbound
app. Full terms and conditions are
available within the app.



www.alternativearts
https://alternativearts.co.uk
https://queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/HMD
https://whitechapelgallery.org

WHAT’S ON
‘ Events

Urban Makers
Christmas Market

This festive market returns for the
10th year, featuring an array of
sustainable and ethical products
crafted by talented designers. Urban
Makers will welcome 50 different
designers each day, showcasing a
variety of unique and handcrafted
items, including Christmas gifts and
decorations, homewares, jewellery,

art, candles, clothing, accessories and

more.
Urban Makers Feast will also be on
hand with a selection of festive food
and drink.

Saturday 13 and Sunday 14
December (11am-5pm daily)
The Ecology Pavilion, Mile End
Park, Grove Road, E3 STW
Free entry
urbanmakers.co.uk/christmas-

market-mile-end-ecology-pavilion/

Urban Makers

East End History
Club for families

Parents or carers of children under the
age of five are invited to join monthly

'stay and play' sessions. Bring your
little one, meet other parents over a

cuppa and browse some local history

materials selected in advance by
engagement and learning officers

from the archive. Drop in - no booking

required.

6 February and 6 March (10-
11.30am)

Tower Hamlets Local History

Library & Archives, 277 Bancroft

Road, Mile End, E14DQ

Exhibitions
Save The Children

Artist Baish Kabir’s new paper
painting artworks will be exhibited
as part of a solo art exhibition. The
art form Paper Painting is the result
of nearly three decades of research
and creation. These artworks are

created on paper using paper on paper
powerful synthetic resin adhesive, and

other materials—designed to ensure
durability and quality.

Baish Kadir has previously
exhibited in Bangladesh, India and
here in London. This is his 16th solo
exhibition.

5 December to 31 January
(Monday - Friday 9am - 7pm;
Saturday 10am - 4pm)

Closed from 25 December to 5
January

Brady Arts and Community
Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street,
Whitechapel E1

2%

Save the Children

THAT Network
Annual Art
Exhibition

This annual exhibition showcases
the creativity of students across
schools and colleges in Tower
Hamlets. Work ranges from key
stage 2 up to A level from a variety
of disciplines such as drawing,
textiles, graphic communication,
photography, ceramics, mixed
media and painting.

Free

3 to 12 February (11am - 6pm
daily, closing 3pm on the last
day)

The Art Pavilion, Mile End
Park, Clinton Road, E3 4QY
www.thatnetworklondon.
wordpress.com

THAT network

LGBTQ+ History
Month Exhibition

An exhibition celebrating London’s
LGBTQ+ Community. Co-curated
by Atalanta Kernick, artist, librarian
and activist.

6 February to 28 February
(Monday-Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 10am-4pm)

Brady Arts and Community
Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street,
Whitechapel E1 SHU

Tom Lyddon's East
End cityscapes

A small exhibition of local artist
Tom Lyddon’s artworks which
he recently deposited with Tower
Hamlets Local History Library &
Archives. A selection of mixed-

media works which depict a vibrant
variety of cityscapes across Tower
Hamlets are on display.

Until 27 March

Tower Hamlets Local History
Library & Archives, 277 Bancroft
Road, Mile End, E1 4DQ

Gabriel Chaile

The 2026 Whitechapel Gallery
annual commission is by the
Argentinian and Lisbon-based
artist Gabriel Chaile (b. 1985, San
Miguel de Tucuman, Argentina).
The commission marks Chaile’s
first major London institutional
solo show following his shortlisting
for the Fourth Plinth (2024) and

an earlier presentation at Studio
Voltaire (2023).

Community and collaboration are
central to his work, which draws on
pre-Hispanic traditions and often
centres around food as a unifying
element - one that fosters new
meanings and connections with
ancestral rituals and collective modes
of gathering. For his commission at
Whitechapel Gallery, the artist will
draw on the historical and cultural
identity of the East End.

Free

1 April - 13 September
Whitechapel Gallery, 77-82
Whitechapel High St, E1 7QX
whitechapelgallery.org

By Appointment
Only: Romani art,
culture & heritage

This new display showcases

works by British Romani artists
Corrina Eastwood, Dan Turner

and Turner prize-winner Delaine

Le Bas, exploring identity, heritage
and Romani visual activism.
Co-curated with artist Corrina
Eastwood, By Appointment Only
highlights the Romani communities’
contribution to British society,
challenging stereotypes, and
offering an invitation to foster better
understanding and connection.
Free

Until 31 January 2027 (10am -
S5pm daily, closed 24, 25 & 26 Dec)
London Museum Docklands, No.
1 Warehouse, West India Quay,
E14 4AL

Romani art

Classes

Explore: Spring
Art and Design
Programme 2026

These free programmes, run by A
Team Arts Education, are for young
people aged 11-19 who are interested in
art and design, as well those who are
curious and wanting to explore new
ideas, processes and techniques.

All programmes are free for

young people who live, work or
study in Tower Hamlets. Advance
registration is required. Contact
ateamartseducation@gmail.com or
Q7956 377537

Creative Studio: 17 January to 21
March (Saturdays, 11am-3.30pm)
Craft Skill induction: 17 to 20
February (Half Term, 11am-5pm)
Portfolio Development for young
people in years 12 and 13 wanting
to prepare for Foundation and
BA Level studies: 23 January to 27
February (Fridays, 4-6.30pm)
Brady Arts and Community
Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street,
Whitechapel E1 5SHU.

A Team A_rts Education

Art4U2 Art
classes

Mixed media art workshops where
you will be using oil painting,
printmaking, collage, watercolours,
pastels and acrylics. Do your own
thing or join in with techniques
demonstrated.

Students will have the opportunity to
exhibit their work in local cafes and
galleries.

Classes cost £8 (cash) and you can
drop-in or sign-up in advance by
email at ginnyhawke5@hotmail.
co.uk

7 January to 25 March (Every
Wednesday in January and March,
1.30 - 3.30pm).

Brady Arts and Community
Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street,
Whitechapel E1 SHU.

Art 4 U2
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Academy Shoreditch

We offer academic
excellence in a fun
and exciting school

) S =/ International &
Performances ¥« trips with

ear 7 singing sl}owcase* R __ . TRAll
(. ¢ , - Italian Alps

Amazing enrichment opportumtles ?g \

Our students enjoy memorable cultural ‘éM
experiences linked to a rich, vibrant o
and creative curriculum that extends lﬁpe"eme

their learning heyond the classroom. £ LS andcareerseducatlon_,""

Sixth Form students participate
in workshops, visits to universities, lectures,
trips and arts events as well as a wide range

of activities during their Wednesday
afternoon enrichment sessions.

For more information about our amazing school follow the QR code or visit | SCAN ME

www.mulberryacademyshoreditch.org

Q Mulberry Academy Shoreditch . Gosset Street . London E2 6NW
R. 020 7920 7900 info@mulberryacademyshoreditch.org
& @MulberryAs | ® @ MulberryAcademyShoreditch

Part of the
Mulberry
Schools Trust
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Mulberry UTC >> Ryt ¢

- VISIT OUR
Where learning works WEBSITE

Employer-led learning beyond the classroom

OPEN EVENINGS

THURSDAY 15™ JANUARY 2026
THURSDAY 26™ MARCH 2026

| 4:30PM-6:30PM
- s

The school is successful in preparing

G E pupils with the skills and knowledge
Outstanding results they need to enter the world of work.

Yea r 10 e T Arich programme of enrichment that runs
alongside the academic and vocational

Unique specialist facilities . o . "
I I . curriculum broadens pupils’ horizons.
Support from leading employers

Y ea r 1 2 Access to the Mulberry STEM Academy Ofsted, March 2025
and the Mulberry Production Arts Academy Outstanding for

Personal Development

MULBERRY Q 64 Parnell Road
STEM ACADEMY London E3 2RU

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH D — 0= 0203 137 7024

MERCEDES-BENZ GRAND PRIX

info@mulberryutc.org

/ MULBERRY mulberry_UTC

.. Kﬁ?g UCTION @ MulberryUTC
. ACADEMY

www.mulberryutc.org

Part of the

mU | be rry Our industry partners: H]H(!rb@grry Barts Hiealth INHS | GO!EIEI'T!'IEDE m

Schools Trust
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THERE ARE 45 COUNCILLORS IN 20 WARDS: 22 ASPIRE, 16 LABOUR PARTY, 1 GREEN, 1 CONSERVAT)

BETHNAL GREEN
EAST

Sirajul
Islam
(Labour)

cllrsirajul.islam@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07931 708 308

Ahmodul
Kabir (Aspire)

' ahmodul.

kabir@towerhamlets.gov.
uk

Rebaka
Sultana
(Labour)

rebaka.sultana@
towerhamlets.gov.uk
07808 275552

BROMLEY
NORTH

Saif

Uddin
Khaled
(Independent)

saif.khaled @ towerhamlets.
gov.uk

Abdul
Mannan
(Aspire)

abdul. mannan@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07956 436642
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L. KNOW YOUR
wees COUNCIL

BETHNAL GREEN
WEST

Musthak

Ahmed
(Aspire)

musthak.ahmed @
towerhamlets.gov.uk
07723 622204

Abu
Chowdhury
(Aspire)

abu.chowdhury@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07951 125543

Amin
Rahman
(Aspire)

amin.rahman@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07949 006520

BROMLEY
SOUTH

( Bodrul
1= Choudhury
! (Aspire)

bodrul.choudhury@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

(Labour)

shubo.hussain@
towerhamlets.gov.uk
07539 225660

BLACKWALL &
CUBITT TOWN

(3 Ahmodur
bk Khan
(Aspire)

ahmodur.khan@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

¥ Abdul Malik
:-,{-! (Aspire)

abdul. malik3@

towerhamlets.gov.uk

n Bellal Uddin
(Aspire)
if

bellal.uddin@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

Saied
Ahmed
(Aspire)

saied.ahmed @
towerhamlets.gov.uk

maium.talukdar@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07983 798791

BOW EAST

Amina Ali
(Labour)

amina.ali@towerhamlets.
gov.uk

Abdi
Mohamed
(Labour)

| cllr.marc.
francis@
4 towerhamlets.
gov.uk
07973 815272

ISLAND
GARDENS

Mufeedah
Bustin
w' _¢ (Labour)
o N
mufeedah.bustin@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07759 905377

Peter Golds

(Conservative)

councillorpetergolds @
gmail.com
020 7364 4830

BOW WEST

Asma
Begum
(Labour)

cllrasmak.begum @
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07946 292712

Nathalie
Bienfait
(Green)

nathalie.bienfait@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07414 154959

LANSBURY

Ohid
Ahmed
(Independent)

ohid.ahmed @
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07984 424 913

]ahed
— gg Choudhury
(Independent)

jahed.choudhury@
towerhamlets.gov.uk
07782 259443

Igbal
Hossain
(Aspire)

igbal.hossain@
towerhamlets.gov.uk
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Tower Hamlets Council has a system of
governance in which the elected mayor,
Lutfur Rahman (Aspire, right), has
personal responsibility and executive
powers. Mayor Rahman is responsible for
determining and delivering a wide
range of policies and priorities.

He is advised by his cabinet of
councillors and by council officers.

LIMEHOUSE

James King
(Labour)

james.king@towerhamlets.

gov.uk
07736 371160

ST DUNSTAN'S

Maisha
Begum
‘ (Labour)

maisha.begum @
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07535 288572

Ayas Miah
(Independent)

cllr.ayas.miah@
towerhamlets.gov.uk
07961 566066

Ahmed
(Labour)

leelu.ahmed @
towerhamlets.gov.uk

Mohammad
Chowdhury
(Labour)

mohammad.chowdhury@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07877 471838

Sabina Khan
(Aspire)

sabina.khan@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

ST KATHERINE'S
& WAPPING

amy.lee @towerhamlets.
gov.uk
07845 708627

Abdal
Ullah
(Labour)

abdal.ullah@towerhamlets.

gov.uk
07956 124264

IVE, 5 INDEPENDENT The members of the Cabinet are:

Cllr Maium Talukdar, Statutory Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Education,

Youth and Lifelong Learning

Cllr Saied Ahmed, Resources and the Cost of Living
ClIr Kabir Ahmed, Regeneration, Inclusive Development and Housebuilding
Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury, Safer Communities

Cllr Shafi Ahmed, Environment and the Climate Emergency

CllIr Sabina Akhtar, Health, Wellbeing and Social Care

ClIr Musthak Ahmed, Jobs, Enterprise, Skills and Growth

ClIr Bodrul Choudhury, Customer Services, Equalities and Social Inclusion
Clir Kamrul Hussain, Culture and Recreation

Gulam
Kibria
Choudhury
(Aspire)

gulam.k.choudhury@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07846 659941

STEPNEY GREEN

Sabina
Akhtar

(Aspire)

sabina.akhtar@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07961792965

Abdul Wahid
(Aspire)

abdul.wahid@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07383 458289

SHADWELL

4] Ana Miah
iV (Aspire)

ana.miah @towerhamlets.
gov.uk

Harun Miah
(Aspire)

harunmiahcllr@outlook.
com

07949 051 295

WEAVERS

Kabir
Ahmed
(Aspire)

kabirahmed2@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07572 609 549

Asma Islam
(Labour)

asma.islam @towerhamlets.

gov.uk
07538 325176

SPITALFIELDS &
BANGLATOWN

Suluk
Ahmed
(Aspire)

suluk.ahmed @
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07956 830783

Kabir
Hussain
(Independent)

kabir.hussain@
towerhamlets.gov.uk
07828 424124

WHITECHAPEL

Faroque
Ahmed
(Labour)

faroque.ahmed @
towerhamlets.gov.uk

07956 972328

Shafi Ahmed
;g- (Aspire)

" shafi.ahmed @

towerhamlets.gov.uk

07956 959764

Kamrul Hussain
] (Aspire)

i kamrul.
hussain@

towerhamlets.gov.uk
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People's Plaque for Bengali pioneer unveiled - page 29

Cllr Kamrul Hussain unveils th

e memorial plaque with Ayub Ali Master's

great-granddaughter Parul Hussain and community members.

e INEeT  FeT
&or reifer Fozom Afige
SI2FT S APGICE T
wifv © wregs f@feam
{E FE FEF SO
FEEI TAFH (T2 B
FIR Fo« F41 qAEAC2, @A
fof 5589 AT *R <iger
P ewEeEe fokag
GfFoT BIAICe |

Svbo T BTG
T TSA WY ot
ABE S50-9F WHE 7F
TS AR @Nm Wik
8  ofediirw el
TR SNk FGE
O b MR e
@EES @R SO e

8 RO FH el 5589
e fofr 2feam ot
ST A vt FE
@2 TROE SPIE T
@

FAF FAT T SIS
YNGR AT I
ET A I o G )
TR eFgyd I, W
8 Woul WA TAF  FAT
A 2| SIRGI A ARG
Eil11: ) I (<R D) 15}
T SR FAPREAR N
o, T e,
e FR AT

T SR TS
IR G DI I < e

JEBE PG FINEA

@R, FIATO! FIEo 7 7o
8 F SRSWGT e

AR GFE
A forw, R Za@fa
8 G WSl I FE

3fere 2a< sffewy It Fate T

Report damp and mould - page 15
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Tackling

drug misuse and crime

with specialist squad - page 12
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ensure no-one
is left in the cold
this winter - p7
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Meals on Wheels oo lagula dagaallamayo kalinimada iyo

cunto-yarida

HARMONY

SOMALI NEWS

Maamulka Degmada Tower
Hamlets ayaa bilaabay adeegga

cusub ee Meals on Wheels, oo cunto
kulul guriga ugu geeeya dadka
waayeelka ah iyo kuwa nugul ee ku
nool degmada.

Shaqadan waxay qeyb ka tahay
maalgelin dhan £3 milyan oo lagu
xoojinayo  adeegyada  daryeelka
dadka waaweyn iyo lagula tacaalayo
sicir-bararka nolosha.

Tower Hamlets waxay leedahay
boqolleyda ugu badan ee dad
waayeel ah ee England ee hela
Pension Credit (42 per cent).

Adeegga Meals on Wheels wuxuu
dadka u keenayaa cuntooyin nafaqo
leh oo si toos ah loogu geynayo
guryahooda, taas oo ka caawineysa
la-dagaallanka cunto-yarida iyo
kalinimada bulshada, isla markaana
kor u qaadaysa karaamada iyo
madax-bannaanida dadka u baahan.

Adeeggan ayaa la filayaa inuu ka

faa’iideeyo boqolaal qof, wuxuuna
qeyb ka yahay barnaamij taageero
00 ballaaran oo ay ku jiraan daryeel
guriga bilaash ah, deeqaha dharka
iskuulka, iyo kaalmooyinka tamarta
ee qoysaska dakhligoodu hooseeyo.

Erayada dadka ka faa’iideystay,
Cornelia McCarthy, 63 jir, ayaa tiri:
"Aad baan ugu mahadcelinayaa
maamulka degmada S00
bandhigay adeegga Meals on
Wheels, maadaama aan ogahay in
degmooyin badan aysan awoodin
inay maalgelin karaan adeegyo
sidan oo kale ah.

"Annaga oo ah dadka waayeelka
ah ama keligood nool, adeegyada
sidan oo kale ah ma aha oo kaliya
kuwo waxtar leh balse waa kuwo
lama huraan ah. Waxay ka badan
tahay oo keliya in la helo cunto,
waa in aad dareento daryeel iyo in
lagugu xiray dadka kale.

"Waxaan Tower Hamlets ku
noolaa in ka badan 40 sano, waxaana
halkan ka jira dareen bulsho oo gaar
u ah oo aan meel kale laga helin.

Warm Hubs ayaa xaqiijinaya inaan qofna qabowga lagu daynin jiilaalkan

Warm hubs-ka ku yaal Tower
Hamlets ayaa xilli jiilaalkan soo
dhaweeyay kumannaan qof oo
deggen, iyagoo bixiya meel ammaan
ah oo lagu diirimaado, la isku
dhexgalo, laguna yareeyo biilasha
korontada inta lagu jiro dhibaatada

sii socota ee qiimaha nolosha.
Warm  hubs-ku
ku yaallaan Idea

waxa  ay
Stores  iyo
maktabadaha degmada, waxaana la
furay bishii Nofembar, iyaga oo sii

shaqayn doona ilaa Maarso.

Waxay dadka siinayaan
cabitaanno kulul iyo cunto fudud
0o bilaash ah, taasoo ka caawinaysa
inay ka fogaadaan go’aanka adag
ee u dhexeeya kululaynta guriga
iyo cunto helista.

Booqdayaashu waxa kale oo ay
xarumaha ku isticmaalaan inay
dadka kale la xiriiro oo ay helaan
adeegyo talo-bixin ah oo taageero
waarta siinaya.

Sanadkii hore, 64 mutadawiciin
ayaa ka geyb qaatay hawsha hubs-
ka.

Marka lagu daro xarumahaas,
goluhu wuxuu qaybiyey bogqolaal
baakado  kaalmeyn  diirimaad
(energy packs) oo bilaash ah
kuwaas oo ka kooban koofiyado,
sharabaado, galoofyo, iyo agab
kale oo lagama maarmaan ah si ay
dadka deegaanka ugu caawiyaan
inay guryahooda ku diirnaadaan.

Bogga internetka ee Cost of
Living Help ee golaha wuxuu
bixiyaa macluumaad ku saabsan
maamulka deynta, kaalmooyinka
biilasha guriga, dareeska iskuulka,
kharashaadka daryeelka carruurta,
shaqo helista, iyo waxyaabo kale oo
badan.

Wixii caawimo iyo talo dheeraad
ah, booqo bogga intarnetka
ee golaha degmada www.
towerhamlets.gov.uk/costofliving

Warbixinta huurka iyo caaryada oo lagu fududeeyay
kiraystayaasha degmada

Iyadoo bilaha jiilaalka la joogo,
Golaha Tower Hamlets wuxuu
fududeeyay habka ay dadka kiro ku
degan u soo sheegi karaan huurka
iyo caaryada ku dhaca guryahooda.

Marka la soo waco si arrintan loo
warbixiyo, ikhtiyaarka ugu horreeya
ee khadka telefoonka hadda waa
huur iyo caaryo, taas oo ka dhigaysa
mid degdeg ah oo fudud in dadka
kiraystayaasha ahi ku gudbiyaan
cabashadooda.

Awaab’s Law waa sharci cusub
oo dhagan galay 27 Oktoobar.
Waxa uu hadda waajib ka dhigaa in
milkiilayaasha guryaha bulshada ay
si degdeg ah u baaraan oo u saxaan
khataraha halista ah sida huurka
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iyo caaryada, iyagoo raacaya waqtiyo
go’an.

Golaha degmada iyo bixiyeyaasha
kale ee guryaha bulshada ee
degmada waa inay hadda:

« Baaraan warbixin ku saabsan
huurka ama caaryada 10 maalmood
oo shaqo gudahood -« Siiyaan
kiraystaha warbixin 3 maalmood
gudahood « Bilaabaan dayactirka ;5
maalmood kadib marka la ogaado
dhibaatada

Huurka iyo caaryadu waa kuwo si
weyn ugu badan guryaha xilliyada
qabowga Caaryadu waxay waxyeello
u geysan kartaa caafimaadkaaga,
gaar ahaan haddii aad qabto neef
(asthma) ama xaalad caafimaad oo
kale. Waxay si degdeg ah u faafi

kartaa, sidaas darteed waa muhiim

in talaabo hore loo qaado si looga

hortago inay noqoto mid halis ah.

Waxaa jira saddex arrimood oo aad
sameyn karto si aad uga hortagto
caaryada gurigaaga:

« Yareynta huurka hawada ku jira
— sida isticmaalka extractor fans,
dharka bannaanka lagu galajiyo
(haddii ay suurtagal tahay) ama qol
albaabkiisu xiran yahay iyo daaqad
furan, iyo kariyaha oo daboolka
saaran.

« Hawo-siinta guriga — fur daaqadaha
si hawada cusub u soo gasho.
« Heerkulka guriga oo joogto ah

— isku day inaad ku hayso inta u
dhexeysa 18-21 darajo.

Mar walba ma fududa ama
ma suurtoobto in talooyinkan la
raaco, waxaana loo digayaa dadka
deegaanka in haddii caaryadu soo
noqnoqoto ay mar kasta u soo
sheegaan milkiilaha guriga.

Waxaad ka heli kartaa
macluumaad iyo talo ku saabsan
sida loo maareeyo huurka iyo
caaryada gurigaaga, iyo sida loo
soo sheego dhibaatooyinka adigoo
booqanaya www.towerhamlets.gov.
uk/healthyhome

Haddii aad tahay kirayste
degmada, huurka iyo caaryada ku
soo sheeg adigoo wacaya 020 7364
5015 (ikhtiyaarka 1)


www.towerhamlets.gov

USEFUL INFORMATION
SERVICES AND CONTACTS

‘ Advice

Account 3 (welfare and
debt advice)

3 Birkbeck Street, E2.
0207739 7720
www.account3.org.uk

Age UK East London
82 Russia Lane, E2.
Caxton Hall, Caxton
Grove, E3.

Royal London Hospital
14F Wards.
info@ageukeastlondon.
org.uk
www.ageuk.org.uk/
eastlondon

020 89817124

Bromley by Bow Centre

St Leonard’s Street, E3.
020 8709 9700

Carers Centre Tower
Hamlets

21 Brayford Square, E1
0SG
enquiries@ccth.org.uk

www.ccth.org.uk
02077901765

Citizens Advice Bureau
32 Greatorex Street, El.
020 72471050
towerhamlets@eastend-
cab.org.uk
www.eastendcab.org.uk

Island Advice Centre

Island House, Roserton
Street, Isle of Dogs, El14.
020 7987 9379
www.island-advice.org.uk

Legal Advice Centre

University House,

104 Roman Road, E2.
020 8980 4205
www.legaladvicecentre.
london

Limehouse Project
789 Commercial Road,

Unit 2, St Anne Street, E14.

020 7538 0075
www.limehouseproject.
org.uk

Praxis (New Residents)
Immigration, benefits
and general advice
Pott Street, E2.

General Helpline:

020 7729 7985
Immigration advice:
020 7749 7608
www.praxis.org.uk

Tower Hamlets
Community Advice
Network
thcan@island-advice.org.
uk

www.thcan.org.uk

Tower Hamlets Law
Centre

Unit 1, St Anne’s Street,
E14. 020 7538 4909
www.thle.co.uk

Careers

Adult education services
Shadwell Centre,

455 The Highway, El.

020 7364 5665

WorkPath

Employment and Skills
Centre, 55 Upper Bank
Street, E14. 020 7364 3727
workpath@towerhamlets.
gov.uk

Young WorkPath/Tower
Hamlets Careers Service
Employment and Skills
Centre, 55 Upper Bank
Street, E14.
youngworkpath@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

Council

Town Hall

160 Whitechapel Road,
London, E11B]J.
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk

General enquiries
020 7364 5000

Debt

Fair Money Advice

18 Ashwin Street, E8.
020 34758811
www.fairfinance.org.uk

Island Advice Centre
Island House, Roserton
Street Isle of Dogs, E14.
020 7987 9379
www.island-advice.org.uk

Toynbee Hall Advice
Service

28 Commercial Street, E1.
020 7392 2953
advice@toynbeehall.org.
uk
www.toynbeehall.org.uk

Health &
wellbeing

Alzheimer’s Society
Robinson Centre, Mile
End Hospital, Bancroft
Road, EI.

020 81215626

BYM Bangladesh Youth
Movement Women’s
Centre of Excellence
Whitechapel Centre, Units
1& 2, Myrdle Street, El.
020 7377 8668

www.bym.org.uk

East London Parkinson’s
Support Group
hello@parkinsons.org.uk
0808 800 0303

Free home fire safety
advice

08000 284428

Health hotline
020 7364 5016

Healthwatch Tower
Hamlets

Mile End Hospital, Ban-
croft Road, El.
08001455343
info@healthwatchtower
hamlets.co.uk
www.healthwatchtower
hamlets.co.uk

LinkAge Plus

Toynbee Hall, Commercial
Street, E1.

0207392 2913

Reset

Tower Hamlets Drug and
Alcohol Service

183 Whitechapel Road, E1.
020 3889 9510
reset.towerhamlets@
cgl.org.uk

Safe East (under-19s)
compass.towerhamlets
yphws@nhs.net

020 3954 0091

Stop Smoking services
www.quitrightth.org
020 7882 8230

Tower Hamlets
Advocacy Real

020 70012170
hello@real.org.uk

Housing

Choice-based lettings
and housing advice
Phone: 020 7364 7474
Homelessness services
Phone: 020 7364 7474
Out of hours: 020 7364
4079

Homeseekers
www.thhs.org.uk

Housing services,
including repairs

Phone: 020 7364 5015
Freephone: 0800 376 1637

Idea Stores
and libraries
Bow

Gladstone Place, E3.

Canary Wharf
Churchill Place, E14.

Chrisp Street
Vesey Path, E14.

Whitechapel
321 Whitechapel Road, EI.

Local History Library
and Archives

277 Bancroft Road, E1
localhistory@
towerhamlets.gov.uk
Visit www.ideastore.
co.uk/home

Leisure centres

John Orwell Sports
Centre

Tench Street, Wapping, E1.
0207 364 5100

Mile End Park Leisure
Centre and Stadium

190 Burdett Road, E3.
0207 364 5100

Poplar Baths

170 East India Dock Road,
0207 364 5100

Tiller Leisure Centre
Tiller Road, Isle of Dogs
E14. 0207 364 5100
Whitechapel Sports
Centre

55 Durward Street, E1.
0207 364 5100

York Hall Leisure Centre

5-15 Old Ford Road, E2.
0207364 5100

For the latest information
and updates, including
details of opening hours or
temporary closures, visit
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk
or be-well.org.uk

Parent & child

Family Information
Service

30 Greatorex Street, El.
fis@towerhamlets.gov.uk
020 7364 6495
Multi-Agency
Safeguarding Hub
(MASH)

If a child is at risk of harm:
020 7364 5006 (option

3, open Mon to Fri, 9am -
Spm)

020 7364 4079 (out of
hours emergency duty
team)

Tower Hamlets National
Childbirth Trust

0300 330 0700

www.nct.org.uk

Report it

Anti-fraud (housing and
tenancy related fraud)
0800 528 0294
Childline

08001111

Domestic Violence Team

0800 279 5434

Environmental
Protection (Noise) Team
020 7364 5000

Haven Whitechapel
(sexual assault referral
centre)

020 3299 6900 /
020 3299 1599

Karma Nirvana (honour-
based abuse helpline)
0800 5999 247

Men’s Advice Helpline
0808 8010 327

National LGBT domestic
abuse helpline (Galop)

0800 999 5428 /
0300999 5428

Non-emergency crimes
101 Textphone
18001101

NSPCC Child Protection
Helpline
0800 800 5000

Respect (for
perpetrators)
0808 802 4040

Rights of Women
020 7251 6577

Samaritans
116 123

Shelter
0808 800 4444

Tower Hamlets
Mediation Service
(free service for
council tenants and
leaseholders)

020 7364 7474

Victim Support Tower
Hamlets

08081689291/
0808168 9111

Sign-up to
Tower Hamlets
news

Find out what’s on,
get Tower Hamlets

news, take part in

competitions and

receive local offers
straight into your

inbox!

Visit www.towerhamlets.
gov.uk/signup
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BUYER HOMES
OVE IN

Regent’s View offers a collection of new one and
two bedroom apartments at a discount below market value,
available exclusively to qualifying local first time buyers.

An extraordinary Canalside address that blends
award-winning architecture with unrivalled connectivity

and lifestyle - moments from Broadway Market, London
Fields, and Victoria Park. Enjoy 1.75 acres of open public space
and world-class amenities, from a rooftop bar with panoramic
City views, to a squash court, co-working spaces,

and a 24-hour concierge.

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT 2 BEDROOM APARTMENT

£380,000 £420,000

Applicant Eligibility: GET IN TOUCH

. Earn below the maximum household income of £90,000 for the individual Marketing Suite
property at the date of application. Regent’s View, Emma Street,
Bethnal Green, E2 9AP
Must have been a resident or employed within the London Borough
of Tower Hamlets for at least 12 months.

Opening hours
Open Monday to Saturday - 10am-6pm

Does not currently own and has never owned a property. A
Sundays and Bank Holidays - 10am-4pm

When purchasing, you pay a capped sum for a1 or 2 bedroom apartment. You will enter
into a deed of covenant with the London Borough of Tower Hamlets for the remaining Call SCAN TO FIND
share, which will set out the conditions of resale and percentage discount applied. +44(0)20 3834 0914 OUT MORE

Designed for life

OU R VlSlO N Proud member of the Berkeley Group
27230 it Berkeley Berkeley

\_\..1 Group
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	Vicky Park is the People's Choice Accolade puts park in the top ten in the country 
	LONDON ENTERPRISE ACADEMY Some of the best GCSE results in English, Maths and Science in Tower Hamlets Come 
	What We Offer 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Free laptops for all students 

	• 
	• 
	Small class sizes 

	• 
	• 
	Excellent GCSE results 

	• 
	• 
	Free uniform 

	• 
	• 
	A wide range of enrichment activities– Sports, Bangla, Arabic, Arts & Crafts, 


	Quran Studies, Mad Science and more 
	Quran Studies, Mad Science and more 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Residential trips for all year groups 

	• 
	• 
	International trips including Spain, Belgium, Bosnia & Bangladesh 

	• 
	• 
	Free daily breakfast 

	• 
	• 
	Exceptional pastoral care 

	• 
	• 
	Free Duke of Edinburgh programme 

	• 
	• 
	Work experience opportunities 

	• 
	• 
	Excellent teaching & strong discipline 

	• 
	• 
	Rated GOOD in all areas by Ofsted 


	and visit us 


	for year7, 8 & 9places 
	for year7, 8 & 9places 
	for year7, 8 & 9places 

	0207 426 0746 www.londonenterpriseacademy.org 81-91 Commercial Road, London, E1 1RD Pupils learn from a curriculum which is designed to prepare them for life beyond the school gates. Ofsted, 2024 
	Figure
	The famous streeet was transformed to celebrate the release of the second Wicked film 

	Wicked's spell turns Brick Lane golden 
	Wicked's spell turns Brick Lane golden 
	Sect
	Figure
	Brick Lane - one of London's most iconic streets - was transformed into Yellow Brick Lane to celebrate the theatrical release of the second film in the Wicked franchise. 
	The Wicked films, based on the musical, follow Elphaba and Glinda, two unlikely friends at university whose bond and personal journeys reshape their destinies and reveal the untold stories behind the witches of Oz from the film The Wizard of Oz. The Yellow Brick Road is an iconic part of the much-loved film. 
	During the transformation, residents and tourists could enjoy Wicked-themed street furniture including the lamposts and famous Brick Lane arch, as well as art installations. The road sign was given a makeover to 'Yellow Brick Lane' in English and Bengali with images of the characters from the film. There were also posters and stickers for everyone to enjoy. 
	And, thankfully, the fun wasn't 
	And, thankfully, the fun wasn't 
	just for 'one short day' as it took place for most of November. 

	Figure
	Visitors were also encouraged to enjoy a "wicked" curry from one of the famous restaurants along Brick Lane. The stunt was organised by Universal Pictures, Bangla Town Business Association and the council's Love Tower Hamlets campaign. 
	Cllr Shafi Ahmed, Cabinet Member for Environment and the Climate Emergency, said: "We are 
	A message
	A message
	from your


	Mayor 
	Mayor 
	Mayor 
	I hope you’re keeping warm and well this winter. Please do make use of the help on offer, including our warm hubs at Idea Stores and libraries across the borough. 
	Figure
	Our Just Say Hello campaign is there for anyone feeling lonely, and this edition of Our East End details more support available. 
	We’ve launched Meals on Wheels for vulnerable residents to deliver hot meals directly to people's homes with a smiling face, while also supporting thousands of residents with their heating bills. 
	These are just some of the groundbreaking investments we’ve introduced to support people with cost-of-living pressures, from free homecare to universal free school meals and school uniform grants and much more. 
	We’ve also become the first council in the country to create our own specialist Drugs Squad to help those struggling with addiction to get the support they need and prevent associated crimes from blighting our borough. 
	I'm particularly proud that we’re building thousands of affordable homes, with our Local Plan setting a new standard for tackling London's housing crisis. 
	With JP Morgan announcing plans to open their HQ in Canary Wharf, we’re bringing billions of pounds in investment into our borough and thousands of jobs. 
	We successfully opposed the closure of Bethnal Green police station front counters so you can still report crime in person. 
	In further good news, our beautiful green spaces won gold in the Britain in Bloom awards. 
	Wishing you and your loved ones a happy holiday season, 
	Lutfur Rahman Executive Mayor 
	always supportive of innovative and fun ways to promote our fantastic borough. 
	"Turning Brick Lane yellow created a real buzz around the area and saw a boost in the number of visitors. 
	"We hope everyone enjoyed Brick Lane's new look and what this iconic street has to offer - both as the Yellow Brick Lane and as the curry capital of London." 

	Our East End is produced by: 
	Our East End is produced by: 
	Our East End is produced by: 

	Tower Hamlets Council Sign-up to Editorial enquiries: 020 7364 4389 Tower Hamlets news Email: communications@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
	Find out what’s on, get Tower Hamlets news, take part Advertising enquiries: 020 7364 6005 in competitions and receive local offers straight into your inbox!
	Printed by: Reach Printing Services VisitTikTok 
	 www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/signup 
	Figure
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	Cooking up good times 
	Cooking up good times 
	Figure
	Cranbrook Community Food Garden members took their dedication to sustainable, home-grown produce to a new level when they released their very own cookbook in September. 
	Titled “The Cranbrook Community Cookbook”, the book features a collection of recipes from local residents and celebrates the bounty of the garden and the growth of community spirit. 
	The garden has been a hub of activity for well over a decade, helping in turn to cultivate the community cooking club where residents gathered to create the recipes, and write and illustrate the book together. 
	Chair Lizzy Mace said: “Our garden is a place where we not only grow food, but we grow community. This cookbook is an extension of that. 
	"It’s a celebration of the people, the stories and, of course, the food that we grow in our little corner of Bethnal Green.” 
	The cookbook features more than 60 recipes that range from simple, quick meals to more elaborate dishes designed to showcase the wide variety of food grown in the garden. 
	From fresh salads and hearty soups to savoury pakoras and chutneys, the recipes highlight seasonal produce like tomatoes, carrots, kale and herbs. Written in English and Bengali, the recipes reflect the local area's rich and tasty diversity. 
	Proceeds from the cookbook will 
	Proceeds from the cookbook will 
	Proceeds from the cookbook will 
	be ploughed back into the garden, ensuring that it continues to grow and thrive for years to come. 


	Figure
	The cookbook features more than 60 recipes from quick meals to elaborate dishes 
	The cookbook features more than 60 recipes from quick meals to elaborate dishes 


	“We’re thrilled to be able to share this with the community,” added Laura Buckley, Head Gardener and Co-founder. “It’s more than just a cookbook. It’s a reflection of everything we’ve built here over the last 16 years.” 
	“We’re thrilled to be able to share this with the community,” added Laura Buckley, Head Gardener and Co-founder. “It’s more than just a cookbook. It’s a reflection of everything we’ve built here over the last 16 years.” 
	• For more information, visit www. cranbrook.garden 
	We have one free copy of From Seed To Plate to give away 
	We have one free copy of From Seed To Plate to give away 
	Simply email your answer to this question to communications@ towerhamlets.gov.uk with with your name and address and 'From Seed to Plate' in the subject line. 
	Zucchinni is: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	An Italian centre forward from the 1980s 

	• 
	• 
	An accordion manufacturer 

	• 
	• 
	Another name for a courgette 




	Tower Hamlets leading the way with community cohesion 
	Tower Hamlets leading the way with community cohesion 
	A survey has revealed that 91 per cent of people in Tower Hamlets think that people from different backgrounds get on well together -one of the best in the country and up from 87 per cent two years ago. 
	A survey has revealed that 91 per cent of people in Tower Hamlets think that people from different backgrounds get on well together -one of the best in the country and up from 87 per cent two years ago. 
	The results were revealed in the recent Annual Residents Survey, which the council carries out annually to see how residents find key services. 
	Sufia Alam, chair of the Tower Hamlets No Place for Hate Forum 
	Sufia Alam, chair of the Tower Hamlets No Place for Hate Forum 
	and Inter-faith forum, and Rev James Olanipekun, said: "Tower Hamlets is a unique, vibrant and diverse place. 


	"Our community cohesion is one of our greatest strengths and we will always stand united against any forms of hate. 
	"I am proud of all of our residents in Tower Hamlets and how we stand as an example to other places of how a diverse community can thrive with mutual respect and understanding." 
	Sect
	Figure

	Figure
	The council is showcasing local shops on its social media to encourage people to shop local 


	Suport your local shops 
	Suport your local shops 
	Figure
	Local, independent shops are what make our communities vibrant, so this festive season, make sure you support your high street shops. 
	From books to gifts, clothes to handbags, the markets and shops in Tower Hamlets offer a range of goods which support local families. 
	Traders in Tower Hamlets shared 
	Traders in Tower Hamlets shared 
	Traders in Tower Hamlets shared 
	why you should shop local as part of the council's social media campaign to encourage more people to use independent shops rather than chains or online. 

	Jane, from Harry Brand, said: "We love Columbia Road - it’s a really great community of people and a great community of very diverse shops. 
	"You can find really different things here that you can’t find in other parts of London, and you 
	"You can find really different things here that you can’t find in other parts of London, and you 
	can’t find in bigger department stores either. 


	"So, we’re really delighted to take part in the Tower Hamlets campaign, because anything that promotes “shop local, shop independent” is really doing us a huge favour. 
	"I think both for consumers, customers, and shopkeepers - it’s part of the economy, and it’s how we keep going." 
	Juliette, owner of Milagros added: “East London, particularly Tower 
	Juliette, owner of Milagros added: “East London, particularly Tower 
	Hamlets, is known for lots of independent businesses and I think that’s the kind of great reason why people come and visit East London from outside of the borough. 

	"But it’s really good if local people can shop locally - and that we can also offer them a discount. 
	"I think that’s a great kind of synergy of the area.” 
	• You can see videos of more local shops on the council's social media channels. 
	New headquarters a big boost 
	New headquarters a big boost 
	The council is thrilled that JPMorganChase has decided to build its headquarters in Canary Wharf, creating 7,800 jobs across construction and local industries and contributing £9.9bn over six years to the local economy. 
	The council has been showcasing the borough to JP MorganChase in an effort to secure the major investment, as well as writing to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
	The council has been showcasing the borough to JP MorganChase in an effort to secure the major investment, as well as writing to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
	RT Hon Rachel Reeves, along with Secretary of States RT Hon Steve Reed MP and RT Hon Heidi Alexander MP. 

	Career pathways for young people is one of the reasons the council welcomes JPMorganChase’s decision and it will work with them to ensure residents can take advantage of those opportunities and have career pathways in the sector. 
	Steve Halsey, Chief Executive of London Borough of Tower Hamlets, said: “This is a major coup for Tower Hamlets and UK PLC. While we have some of the most ambitious housing targets in the country for our residents, we also look outwards to secure international investment into our borough and in turn London and the UK as a whole. 
	“Our message is clear. Tower Hamlets is open for business and 
	“Our message is clear. Tower Hamlets is open for business and 
	our new Local Plan supports investment and development in what is already one of the most popular places to live, visit and work in the country.” 

	JPMorganChase plans are subject to a continuing positive business environment in the UK and the receipt of the necessary approvals and agreements at a national and local level including planning permission. 
	JPMorganChase plans are subject to a continuing positive business environment in the UK and the receipt of the necessary approvals and agreements at a national and local level including planning permission. 

	Figure
	Highlights for the judges included visiting Rocky Park in Bethnal Green 

	Green spaces scoop gold at Britain in Bloom awards 
	Green spaces scoop gold at Britain in Bloom awards 
	CELEBRATING OUR BOROUGH 
	Tower Hamlets has won gold at the Britain in Bloom UK Finals for the first time. 
	Tower Hamlets was one of 44 finalists and the only London borough shortlisted. 
	The Gold Award in the Small City & City category follows a visit by Britain in Bloom judges this summer. 
	Judges were taken to various places around the borough, including gardens, nature reserves, a city farm, housing estates, community growing schemes, Victoria Park and the Canary Wharf estate. 
	A highlight of the tour was the visit to Rocky Park in Bethnal Green. Judges met urban growers and learnt about the thriving community allotment which has seen a previously under-used space transformed into a thriving urban garden, offering people in the area the chance to connect with nature and learn about sustainable growing practices. 
	This is the first time Tower Hamlets has achieved Gold status in Britain in Bloom. 
	Council teams, including parks, worked in partnership with dozens of community groups to achieve the Gold award on behalf Tower Hamlets residents. 
	Bloom judges Brendan Mowforth 
	Bloom judges Brendan Mowforth 
	Bloom judges Brendan Mowforth 
	and Andrew Jackson specifically mentioned Rocky Park Urban Growers and Bethnal Green Ecology Garden & Nature Reserve for their role in providing access to nature, opportunities for growing, health and well-being, and education and social activities. 

	They said: “It shows how areas can be transformed imaginatively into much valued and loved community facilities for the benefit of the local residents and urban wildlife. 
	“It was a pleasure to meet so many dedicated and committed council staff and community volunteers and workers as part of the judging tour. 
	"They are all a credit to the borough and excellent ambassadors for Tower Hamlets.” 
	Parks and open spaces in Tower Hamlets also received accolades in this year’s London in Bloom Awards. 
	They were recognised for their commitment, passion, and enthusiasm for making Tower Hamlets a greener and more pleasant place to live, work and visit. 
	Victoria Park, Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park and Canary Wharf were amongst those recognised at the awards which aim to highlight and celebrate the joy gardening brings to London. 
	Tower Hamlets sites won eight gold awards including Best Heritage Park, Best Large Park, Best City, and Best Large Conservation area. 

	Vicky Park is the people's choice 
	Vicky Park is the people's choice 
	Vicky Park is the people's choice 
	Victoria Park, affectionately known as Vicky Park, has been named by Keep Britain Tidy’s Green Flag Award team as one of its “People’s Choice” parks in the UK, following a national vote by members of the public. 
	Figure
	The outcome of this year’s vote means that Victoria Park has retained the People’s Choice title for a 13th consecutive year. The park is also the only park in London in the top 10 this year. 
	The special recognition comes after the site achieved the prestigious Green Flag Award quality mark, which recognises and accredits high quality and well managed green spaces, earlier this year. 
	Recent enhancements include the extensive restoration of the Old English Garden, a much-loved feature that now offers a tranquil escape with stunning seasonal displays. 
	The park’s historical landmarks continue to captivate visitors, from the Burdett Coutts Memorial Fountain and the elegant Chinese Pagoda to the original London Bridge alcoves, which add a unique sense of history to every visit. 
	Vicky Park is also home to three beautiful lakes, providing habitats for wildlife and peaceful spots for relaxation. 
	These features, combined with the council's commitment to sustainability and community engagement, ensure the park remains a treasured destination for all. 
	Councillor Kamrul Hussain, Cabinet Member for Culture and Recreation, said: "Parks and green spaces are havens of welcome, leisure and solace for all. Victoria Park, the largest in our borough, draws over nine million visitors each year to enjoy community events, live music, and sport. 
	"Thanks to the dedication of our staff and volunteers, it’s a place we’re proud to call ours. 
	"My thanks to everyone who voted and helped secure this prestigious award." 

	£5.3m funding for cost of living help 
	More 
	More 
	More 
	than 
	£5m 
	from 
	the 
	ongoing efforts to protect the most 
	Support 
	Scheme: 
	direct 
	crisis 
	with 
	warm 
	packs 
	including 

	government's Household Support 
	government's Household Support 
	vulnerable in the borough. 
	grants for all residents to apply for 
	socks, gloves, hats and blankets. 

	Fund (HSF) is being used to help residents facing financial hardship. Tower Hamlets Council is investing £5.3m to support residents struggling with essentials such as food, fuel and household items, and builds on the council’s 
	Fund (HSF) is being used to help residents facing financial hardship. Tower Hamlets Council is investing £5.3m to support residents struggling with essentials such as food, fuel and household items, and builds on the council’s 
	The funding follows the government’s extension of the HSF until March 2026 and will be delivered through a range of targeted schemes. Key support measures include: • £800,000 for the Resident 
	• £885,000 for the Food Hub: supplying a range of produce to 80 food banks, including £435,000 from the council’s own budget • £100,000 for Warm Hubs: heated community spaces this winter, 
	• £80,000 for Community Cupboards: providing essential toiletries, nappies and household items. • More than 20,000 households will receive direct cash vouchers. 



	Warm Hubs ensure no-one is left in the cold this winter 
	Warm Hubs ensure no-one is left in the cold this winter 
	Figure
	Warm hubs are at Idea Stores and libraries and offer hot drinks, snacks and support for residents 
	COST OF LIVING 
	Warm hubs across Tower Hamlets have welcomed thousands of residents this winter, offering a safe space to stay warm, socialise and reduce energy bills during the ongoing cost-of-living crisis. 
	Warm hubs across Tower Hamlets have welcomed thousands of residents this winter, offering a safe space to stay warm, socialise and reduce energy bills during the ongoing cost-of-living crisis. 
	Warm hubs, based at the council's Idea Stores and libraries, opened in November and will continue until March. Last year, more than 20,000 people used the hubs. 
	They provide free hot drinks and snacks, helping residents avoid the difficult choice between heating 
	They provide free hot drinks and snacks, helping residents avoid the difficult choice between heating 
	and eating. 


	Visitors also use the hubs to connect with others and access advice services for long-term support. 
	Last year, 64 volunteers supported the work of the hubs. 
	In addition to the hubs, the council has distributed hundreds of free energy packs containing hats, socks, gloves and other essentials to help residents stay warm at home. 
	Executive Mayor of Tower Hamlets, Lutfur Rahman, said: “No one should ever have to choose between heating their home and feeding their family.  
	“Our warm hubs have helped thousands of residents during this cold season. 
	“Our warm hubs have helped thousands of residents during this cold season. 
	“We’re determined to do everything we can to cushion our residents from the worst effects of the cost-of-living crisis, putting health, dignity and wellbeing first.”  
	Cllr Saied Ahmed, Cabinet Member for Resources and Cost of Living, added: “Our warm hubs are open to everyone, and you can access advice and support on a range of issues. 
	“I also want to remind residents aged over 66 to check if they’re eligible for Pension Credit. 

	"It can boost your income and unlock additional benefits like help with housing costs, Council Tax and heating bills. 
	"Please don’t miss out on the support that’s available to you.” 
	The council’s Cost of Living Help webpage provides information on managing debt, help with household bills, school uniforms, childcare costs, finding a job and much more. 
	• For more help and advice from the council, you can visit uk/costofliving 
	www.towerhamlets.gov. 



	Stay well this winter with top tips 
	Stay well this winter with top tips 
	As temperatures drop and daylight hours shorten, winter can take a toll on our physical and mental wellbeing. 
	As temperatures drop and daylight hours shorten, winter can take a toll on our physical and mental wellbeing. 
	To help you stay well this season, here are some essential tips: Keep warm 
	Maintain a warm environment by heating your home to at least 18°C in rooms you use regularly. Layering clothes is more effective than wearing one thick item and warm accessories like hats and gloves help retain body heat. If 
	Maintain a warm environment by heating your home to at least 18°C in rooms you use regularly. Layering clothes is more effective than wearing one thick item and warm accessories like hats and gloves help retain body heat. If 
	heating is a challenge, consider visiting local warm spaces like our local warm hubs: uk/warmhubs 
	towerhamlets.gov. 


	Get vaccinated 
	Vaccinations are a key defence against winter illnesses. Flu vaccines are free for those aged 65+, pregnant women, social care workers and those with longterm conditions. Covid jabs are free for adults over the age of 75, living in care home or those who have a compromised immune 
	Vaccinations are a key defence against winter illnesses. Flu vaccines are free for those aged 65+, pregnant women, social care workers and those with longterm conditions. Covid jabs are free for adults over the age of 75, living in care home or those who have a compromised immune 
	-

	system. Find out more and book: / vaccination-and-booking-services/ 
	https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services



	Be medicine ready 
	Ensure you have enough prescription medication to last through holidays and check expiry dates. Stock up on over-the-counter remedies for common winter ailments like colds and sore throats. Stay active and eat well 
	Movement boosts circulation and mood. Even light activity helps, so find something you enjoy. A balanced 
	Movement boosts circulation and mood. Even light activity helps, so find something you enjoy. A balanced 
	diet supports immunity and energy levels so have regular hot meals and drinks and continue eating five fruits and vegetables a day. 

	Stay connected 
	Stay connected 
	Keep in touch with friends, family, and neighbours. LinkAge Plus has a range of free and low cost activities for those aged over 50. 
	• For more tips and information, visit: towerhamlets.gov.uk/ keepwellinwinter 

	Figure
	Isolation affects around one in 10 in those aged 50+ - but help is at hand in Tower Hamlets 


	Don't be lonely this winter: Just Say Hello 
	Don't be lonely this winter: Just Say Hello 
	HEALTH 
	A campaign is aiming to inspire regular connection through local activities for those aged 50+. 
	The Just Say Hello campaign is launching this winter for its third year in a row in response to the growing crisis of loneliness. 
	This year’s focus is on those over the age of 50 as social isolation affects around 50,000 people in this age group. 
	The council has teamed up with five voluntary sector organisations 
	The council has teamed up with five voluntary sector organisations 
	that work with residents aged over 

	50: Age Uk East, Toynbee Hall, St Hilda’s, Sundial at Peabody, and Neighbours in Poplar to encourage more socially isolated and vulnerable residents to join social activities. 
	50: Age Uk East, Toynbee Hall, St Hilda’s, Sundial at Peabody, and Neighbours in Poplar to encourage more socially isolated and vulnerable residents to join social activities. 
	In the past year, 750 new residents aged over 50 signed up to become members and now benefit from free or low cost social and wellbeing activities. 
	Loneliness can be a serious health risk. It’s linked to a 29 per cent increase in coronary heart disease, 
	a 32 per cent rise in stroke risk, and a 25 per cent higher chance of developing dementia. 
	Mental health is also affected, with elevated rates of depression and anxiety. 
	The council formed the Connection Coalition in 2017, made up of 300 partners, to enable a strategic approach to tackle this issue. 
	As a result of this partnership, the council has trained more than 40 warm hub volunteers on how to signpost residents to social and wellbeing activities across the borough. 
	Over the past two years, the council reached more than 2,000 residents by funding community-led events and tailored programmes to support adults with learning difficulties who are socially isolated and young people with SEND. 
	Also, 80 staff members have been trained across services to enable them to spot someone who is lonely and refer them for further support. 
	• You can find out about local activities by visiting toynbeehall. org.uk/linkage-plus/ 

	Figure
	A staff member delivering the meals to residents 
	Meals on Wheels targeting loneliness and food poverty 
	Meals on Wheels targeting loneliness and food poverty 
	COST OF LIVING 
	Tower Hamlets Council has launched a new Meals on Wheels service, delivering hot meals to elderly and vulnerable residents across the borough. 
	The initiative is part of a £3m 
	The initiative is part of a £3m 

	Figure
	Knowing that I will be getting a hot, tasty meal delivered to me every day does put a smile on my face 
	Knowing that I will be getting a hot, tasty meal delivered to me every day does put a smile on my face 
	investment aimed at enhancing adult social care and tackling the cost-of-living crisis. 
	Tower Hamlets has the highest proportion of pensioners in England claiming Pension Credit at 42 per cent. 
	The Meals on Wheels service will provide nutritious meals directly to residents’ homes, helping to combat food insecurity and social isolation while promoting dignity and independence for those most in need. 
	The service is expected to benefit hundreds of residents and forms part of a broader package of support that includes free homecare, school uniform grants and energy relief for low-income households. 
	Service user Cornelia McCarthy, 63, who is benefiting from the service, said: “I am very grateful for the council for introducing the 
	Service user Cornelia McCarthy, 63, who is benefiting from the service, said: “I am very grateful for the council for introducing the 
	Meals on Wheels service as I know many councils are unable to fund schemes like this. 

	“For those of us who are older or living alone, services like this aren’t just helpful but essential. 
	"It’s not just about food, it’s about feeling cared for and connected. 
	“I have lived in Tower Hamlets for more than 40 years and the sense of community here is unique. 
	"It does make a difference having someone check in on you and making sure you are ok.” 
	John Easby, 94, who receives daily meals, has found the service invaluable. 
	He said: “I don’t have much family left and knowing that I will be getting a hot, tasty meal delivered to me every day does put a smile on my face. I have really enjoyed the meals so far and can’t thank the staff enough.” 
	Executive Mayor of Tower Hamlets, Lutfur Rahman, said: “We are proud to reintroduce Meals on Wheels as part of our commitment to ensuring that no one in Tower Hamlets is left behind.  
	Executive Mayor of Tower Hamlets, Lutfur Rahman, said: “We are proud to reintroduce Meals on Wheels as part of our commitment to ensuring that no one in Tower Hamlets is left behind.  
	“From free school meals to winter fuel payments and now hot meals for our elderly, we are setting a new standard in community-focused governance.” 
	Cllr Saied Ahmed, Cabinet Member for Resources and the Cost of Living, added: “The Meals on Wheels service is part of our strategy to support residents through every stage of life. 
	"We urge other councils to follow our lead in putting people first.”  
	• For more information or to refer someone to the Meals on Wheels service, you can email mealsonwheels@towerhamlets. gov.uk 


	Don’t let rent arrears ruin your festive season 
	Don’t let rent arrears ruin your festive season 
	Did you know that if you owe as little as two months' rent, it can take up to 6 months to clear your debt? 
	Christmas can come with additional expenses. This may lead to people having concerns around managing their bills. 
	If you’re struggling to pay the rent this Christmas, please pick up the phone and talk to the council. 
	The council's specialist team can 
	The council's specialist team can 
	The council's specialist team can 
	talk you through your rent account and payment options – just get in touch. 


	The council has staff who can support you with debts or to claim benefits that you may be entitled to. 
	You can speak to one of the team, in confidence, on 020 7364 5015 Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5pm (option 3 and option 3 again) or email Rents@towerhamlets.gov.uk. 
	If you are having problems paying your rent, the council can: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Discuss arrears repayment options to help you get back on track 

	• 
	• 
	Help you set up a Direct Debit to support you to make regular rent payments 

	• 
	• 
	Check that you are getting the right welfare benefits 

	• 
	• 
	Make a referral to our specialist 


	debt advisor. 
	debt advisor. 
	If you are a council tenant and leaseholder, register for the MyHome Customer Portal. 
	Sign up is quick and easy and you can check your rent balance, make a payment and report a repair 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
	• Visit / MyHome for more information and to sign up. 
	www.towerhamlets.gov.uk


	Figure
	The 82 affordable homes in Bromley-by-Bow include autism-friendly houses 
	The 82 affordable homes in Bromley-by-Bow include autism-friendly houses 



	New homes transforming lives 
	New homes transforming lives 
	HOMES FOR THE FUTURE 
	A new development is already transforming lives by delivering autism-friendly living. 
	Thanks to a partnership between housing provider Poplar HARCA, Tower Hamlets Council, nationwide placemaker Muse, and design and build contractor McAleer & Rushe, 82 affordable houses have been built in Stroudley Walk, Bromleyby-Bow. 
	-

	The borough has seen a significant rise in housing applications from 
	The borough has seen a significant rise in housing applications from 
	families with autistic children, many of whom require larger, safer, more suitable homes that are in critically short supply. 

	The Stroudley Walk development offers 10 new accessible homes for local families. 
	Poplar HARCA is among the first Tower Hamlets-based housing providers actively applying the council's autism-friendly design principles to create more inclusive and supportive homes. 
	The council has been using these design principles in its own home building programme for a number 
	The council has been using these design principles in its own home building programme for a number 
	of years. 

	Kamal Hussain, who will soon move into one of the autism-friendly homes with his family, said: “We have been waiting for a long time to get a house on medical grounds, and now we have it. 
	"Four bedrooms upstairs, a living room and a kitchen downstairs. The garden is beautiful. 
	"Our children, my wife, all our family are happy.” 
	The autism-friendly homes include features such as sensory-friendly fittings, enclosed staircases and secure kitchens, all designed 
	The autism-friendly homes include features such as sensory-friendly fittings, enclosed staircases and secure kitchens, all designed 
	to reduce supervision needs and increase safety. 

	Danielle Bishop, Head of Housing for Poplar HARCA, said: “The new accessible homes at Stroudley Walk are sanctuaries: calm, safe, spaces that support independence and wellbeing.” 
	Danielle Bishop, Head of Housing for Poplar HARCA, said: “The new accessible homes at Stroudley Walk are sanctuaries: calm, safe, spaces that support independence and wellbeing.” 
	The wider Stroudley Walk regeneration will deliver 274 new homes of which 33 will be for shared ownership. 
	"The remainder of the new homes, three new shops, new green spaces and a community hub, are expected to complete in spring. 

	Figure
	The development includes an open-air children's play area, garden space, cinema room and bowling alley 


	Council redefining what modern living looks like 
	Council redefining what modern living looks like 
	HEALTH 
	Indoor play areas, TV rooms, a cinema and even a bowling alley are redefining what modern living looks like in social rent and affordable homes in Tower Hamlets. 
	Indoor play areas, TV rooms, a cinema and even a bowling alley are redefining what modern living looks like in social rent and affordable homes in Tower Hamlets. 
	With space to build in short supply and more than 29,000 residents on the council’s Housing Register, there has never been a greater need for innovative design and planning to help address the housing crisis. 

	Lutfur Rahman, Executive 
	Lutfur Rahman, Executive 
	Lutfur Rahman, Executive 
	bedrooms or more. 
	"Developments like this show 

	Mayor of Tower Hamlets, and Cllr 
	Mayor of Tower Hamlets, and Cllr 
	Residents benefit from a large 
	how thoughtful design and 

	Maium Talukdar, Deputy Mayor of 
	Maium Talukdar, Deputy Mayor of 
	range of communal amenities, 
	collaboration can help meet local 

	Tower Hamlets, visited a recently 
	Tower Hamlets, visited a recently 
	including an open-air children’s 
	housing needs while building 

	completed building project on the 
	completed building project on the 
	play area, garden space with seating, 
	places people are proud to call 

	Isle of Dogs that demonstrates 
	Isle of Dogs that demonstrates 
	a cinema room and even a bowling 
	home.” 

	what can be achieved through 
	what can be achieved through 
	alley. 
	Paul Dooley, Chief Development 

	partnership working. 
	partnership working. 
	These shared spaces are free for 
	Officer at Poplar HARCA, added: 

	Thames Quay, delivered by 
	Thames Quay, delivered by 
	residents to use and can be booked 
	“This is the power of collaboration 

	Chalegrove Properties Limited 
	Chalegrove Properties Limited 
	in advance. 
	- when developers and important 

	(CPL) and Poplar HARCA, provides 
	(CPL) and Poplar HARCA, provides 
	Rami Atallah, of CPL, said: “Our 
	local stakeholders like the council 

	40 homes for affordable rent and 31 
	40 homes for affordable rent and 31 
	goal was to create high-quality homes 
	work hand in hand, we create 

	homes for shared ownership. 
	homes for shared ownership. 
	that enhance the lives of residents 
	inclusive homes that respond to 

	Half of the affordable rented 
	Half of the affordable rented 
	and contribute positively to the wider 
	the needs of the people who live 

	homes are family sized with three 
	homes are family sized with three 
	community. 
	in them.” 


	New dedicated housing WhatsApp channel 
	New dedicated housing WhatsApp channel 
	A new WhatsApp channel dedicated to tenants and leaseholders will make it easier for you to stay up to date with what’s happening in your homes and neighbourhoods. 
	After consultation with residents through surveys and focus groups, residents told the council they wanted more dedicated news about housing and that WhatsApp was their preferred channel. 
	The channel is part of the council's Your Voice, Our Action campaign and supports the work 
	The channel is part of the council's Your Voice, Our Action campaign and supports the work 
	it is doing to better communicate with tenants and leaseholders. 

	If you sign up, you will get quick updates every couple of weeks – no spam, just useful information like: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	News about your estate 

	• 
	• 
	Local housing events and activities 

	• 
	• 
	Safety alerts and helpful reminders 

	• 
	• 
	Need-to-know housing information 

	• 
	• 
	Ways to have your say 


	Cllr Kabir Ahmed, Cabinet Member for Regeneration, Inclusive Development and Housebuilding, said: “We’re keen to communicate more effectively with our tenants and leaseholders and that means giving them the information and news they want in the way that they want it. 
	"The benefits of joining the WhatsApp channel are that it’s secure and private, no-one can see who has joined and your number stays hidden. There are no group chats, it’s just useful messages straight to your 
	"The benefits of joining the WhatsApp channel are that it’s secure and private, no-one can see who has joined and your number stays hidden. There are no group chats, it’s just useful messages straight to your 
	phone.” 

	• It’s simple to join: scan the below QR code using your phone's camera and click on 'join': 
	Sect
	Figure


	Events to kick hate out of borough 
	Events to kick hate out of borough 
	Figure
	Events included a football match, peace walk and community conversations 
	Events included a football match, peace walk and community conversations 


	Tower Hamlets Council engaged with around 9,000 people during events and community engagement to mark National Hate Crime Awareness Week (11-18 October). 
	This year’s national theme focused on disability hate crime, shining a light on the unique challenges faced by disabled people and the importance of inclusive support. 
	In partnership with local organisations, residents and professionals, Tower Hamlets Council delivered 37 events across the borough, including community conversations, a peace walk and a community football match, which saw teams ‘kick hate crime’ out of Tower Hamlets. 
	The council's ongoing No Place for Hate pledge campaign continues to gather support. The pledges represent a growing network of individuals and organisations committed to standing against hate in all its forms. 
	The council's ongoing No Place for Hate pledge campaign continues to gather support. The pledges represent a growing network of individuals and organisations committed to standing against hate in all its forms. 
	Thanks to the No Place for Hate Forum, Inter-faith Forum, Metropolitan Police, Elop, 17-2430 Charity, Apasen, Queen Mary University London, No Place for Hate Champions, Community Safety Team, Young Tower Hamlets, Family Hubs, Stay Safe East, Parks Facilities, Culture and Sports Department, Real Disability Organisation, local businesses and the London Muslim Centre. 
	-



	Tackling drug misuse and crime with specialist squad 
	Tackling drug misuse and crime with specialist squad 
	FIGHT CRIME 
	Tower Hamlets Council is the first in the country to create its own specialist Drugs Squad designed to tackle substance misuse and associated anti-social behaviour. 
	The launch follows an earlier successful pilot, which demonstrated the positive impact of the dedicated team in addressing persistent issues related to drug crime and anti-social behaviour. 
	By combining referrals and support with targeted enforcement, the team is able to respond effectively to individuals involved in drug-related offences and ASB. 
	In the two month pilot, the squad achieved a £50,000 drugs seizure, clearance of an area used for drug-taking and offered support to vulnerable residents caught up in illegal drugs. 
	The seven-officer team, believed to be the first council team of its kind in the UK which is solely dedicated to tackling this issue, combines enforcement with tailored support for vulnerable people with the aim of tackling substance misuse and related anti-social behaviour. 
	Working closely with police, the council’s CCTV and enforcement teams, the Specialist Substance Misuse Investigations Team (SSMIT) and other local services, the squad is using a new model 
	Working closely with police, the council’s CCTV and enforcement teams, the Specialist Substance Misuse Investigations Team (SSMIT) and other local services, the squad is using a new model 
	of community safety, one that targets the borough’s most prolific offenders while offering pathways to support. 

	Figure
	The Drugs Squad aims to support vulnerable people and tackle substance misuse and the associated ASB 
	The Drugs Squad aims to support vulnerable people and tackle substance misuse and the associated ASB 


	The new approach focuses on individuals, not just locations, using a list of 50 high-impact offenders whose behaviour is monitored and addressed through escalating 
	interventions. 
	interventions. 
	interventions. 

	Cllr 
	Cllr 
	Abu 
	Talha 
	Chowdhury, 

	Cabinet 
	Cabinet 
	Member 
	for 
	Public 

	Protection 
	Protection 
	and 
	Integrated 


	Enforcement, said: “We are officially 
	Enforcement, said: “We are officially 
	launching the Drugs Squad after a pilot saw the Squad have a significant impact and delivering swift results. 

	"We’re proud to be leading the way with this innovative model. 
	"It’s about listening to our communities, acting on what they tell us, exploring new and effective ways of working and making our streets safer for everyone.” 
	The Drugs Squad was officially launched on 18 November with an event at Poplar Recreation Ground, with Executive Mayor 
	The Drugs Squad was officially launched on 18 November with an event at Poplar Recreation Ground, with Executive Mayor 
	Lutfur Rahman, Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury, members of the Drugs Squad and wider Integrated Enforcement Service from Tower Hamlets Council, as well as the Metropolitan Police and those offering referral services. 

	The Drugs Squad is part of an £8 million investment into community safety. Tower Hamlets Council has already invested more than £4million in enforcement resources since 2022, with another £4million to be invested by 2026. 
	The Drugs Squad is part of an £8 million investment into community safety. Tower Hamlets Council has already invested more than £4million in enforcement resources since 2022, with another £4million to be invested by 2026. 


	£4m investment into CCTV 
	£4m investment into CCTV 
	A total of £3.7m is being invested into upgrading the CCTV infrastructure across 26 estate blocks in the borough by Tower Hamlets Council. 
	Anti-social behaviour is one of the top concerns for Tower Hamlets residents, as highlighted in the latest residents' survey. 
	Tower Hamlets Council has already invested more than £4m in community safety since 2022, and these improvements are part of an additional £4m to be invested by 2026. 
	The improvements include: 
	The improvements include: 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Installation of 100 new cameras targeting ASB and fly-tipping hotspots 

	• 
	• 
	Repairs and replacements at existing sites 

	• 
	• 
	Enhanced coverage at the Town Hall, London Square and leisure centres 

	• 
	• 
	Expansion of the Automatic Number Plate Recognition network. 


	All cameras will feed into the council’s upgraded state-of-the-art CCTV control room. 
	This will enable faster response times and support crime prevention efforts in partnership with the Metropolitan Police. 
	So far, work has been completed at eight blocks with 112 cameras repaired or newly installed. 
	A further 352 cameras are scheduled for inspection and upgrade. 
	Figure
	Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury with one of the new cameras 
	Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury with one of the new cameras 


	Detective Superintendent Oliver 
	Detective Superintendent Oliver 
	Detective Superintendent Oliver 
	Tower Hamlets. 
	communities safe. 

	Richter, Lead for Tower Hamlets 
	Richter, Lead for Tower Hamlets 
	"Enhanced coverage and upgraded 
	"Working 
	in 
	partnership 
	with 

	Neighbourhood Policing, said: “We 
	Neighbourhood Policing, said: “We 
	technology will greatly support our 
	the council, we’re committed to 

	welcome this significant investment 
	welcome this significant investment 
	efforts to tackle anti-social behaviour, 
	making Tower Hamlets a safer 

	in 
	in 
	CCTV 
	infrastructure 
	across 
	improve response times and keep 
	place for all.” 


	New anti-social behaviour phone line 
	New anti-social behaviour phone line 
	ASB 
	ASB 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Disturbances caused in or around stationary vehicles 

	• 
	• 
	Related to the sex industry 

	• 
	• 
	Groups loitering and causing nuisance like shouting, arguing, swearing or playing loud music 

	• 
	• 
	Noise nuisance complaints. 


	How to report 
	Council tenants can report live incidents by calling 020 7364 2332. 
	If appropriate, THEOs will be dispatched to respond. 
	For incidents that have already occurred, residents should continue to use the online reporting form or the ‘Find it & Fix It’ app. 
	To report a crime, please call 101, or 999 in an emergency. 

	Figure
	THEOs will be able to respond to live incidents 
	THEOs will be able to respond to live incidents 


	A new dedicated phone line allows residents to report anti-social behaviour and get an immediate response. 
	A new dedicated phone line allows residents to report anti-social behaviour and get an immediate response. 
	The 24/7 phone line is designed to provide faster responses and gather better information to tackle issues more effectively. 
	Currently, there is no immediate response service for ASB reports. The new phone line, launched on Monday 3 November, allows Tower Hamlets Enforcement Officers (THEOs) to respond to live incidents in the following categories: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Open substance misuse including alcohol, drugs, and nitrous oxide (NOX) 

	• 
	• 
	Rough sleeping or encampments which cause alarm, nuisance, or distress. Please note that rough sleeping alone is not considered 



	Council intervention sees police counter stay 
	Council intervention sees police counter stay 
	The council has been successful in persuading the Metropolitan Police to reverse its decision to close the front counter at Bethnal Green Police Station. 
	The Police announced the decision in August to cut the number of front counters across London from 37 to 20. 
	Bethnal Green Police Station is the only remaining police station with a front counter in Tower Hamlets. 
	Had it gone ahead, residents and victims of crime would have faced travelling to neighbouring boroughs to report crime face to face. 
	Lutfur Rahman, Executive Mayor, and Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury, Cabinet Member for Public Protection and Integrated Enforcement, lobbied the Metropolitan Police by meeting with the Borough Commander, Assistant Commissioner Matt Twist and proposed a motion at the council’s Full Council meeting in November urging the police to reconsider its decision. 
	Due to this, the Metropolitan Police reversed its decision on Bethnal Green Police Station front counter. It will now remain open for 12 hours on weekdays and 10 hours 
	Due to this, the Metropolitan Police reversed its decision on Bethnal Green Police Station front counter. It will now remain open for 12 hours on weekdays and 10 hours 
	on weekend days. 

	Lutfur Rahman, Executive Mayor of Tower Hamlets, said: "It was simply not fair to the people of Tower Hamlets to close the only remaining front police counter in our borough. 
	"That’s why I personally wrote to the Commissioner, and we consistently raised this issue with all levels of the police over several months to get this decision reversed. I am delighted that we have achieved this for our residents and local businesses." 
	Cllr 
	Cllr 
	Cllr 
	Abu 
	Talha 
	Chowdhury, 

	Cabinet 
	Cabinet 
	Member 
	for 
	Public 

	Protection 
	Protection 
	and 
	Integrated 


	Enforcement, said: "We are really pleased that our efforts to reverse the decision have been successful. 
	"If you are a victim of crime, many people would prefer to speak to a police officer face to face rather than having to report it through a website. 
	"It was simply unacceptable for Tower Hamlets residents to have to travel to other boroughs to report crime where they live. We are glad that the police listened to our concerns." 
	Figure

	Do something amazing this year by becoming a foster carer 
	Do something amazing this year by becoming a foster carer 
	Figure
	Local children need loving and supportive foster carers now. 
	Local children need loving and supportive foster carers now. 
	People of all different backgrounds can foster. Tower Hamlets Council offers carers lots of support including fantastic training opportunities and generous financial support. 
	People of all different backgrounds can foster. Tower Hamlets Council offers carers lots of support including fantastic training opportunities and generous financial support. 
	Call: 020 8496 3437 www.fosteringtowerhamlets.co.uk 




	Tackling violence against women 
	Tackling violence against women 
	Stalls, a screening of a domestic abuse film and a photo exhibition are just some of the ways Tower Hamlets Council marked 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence and White Ribbon Day. 
	The two awareness events aim to end violence against women. 
	Tower Hamlets has the second highest number of domestic abuse offences in London (4,335), and the second highest rate per population. 
	Tower Hamlets Council is committed to supporting survivors of gender-based abuse every day of the year. It works closely with partners to provide: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Specialist services for survivors of domestic abuse, sexual abuse and coercive control 

	• 
	• 
	Culturally-sensitive support for those affected by honourbased abuse and female genital mutilation (FGM) 
	-


	• 
	• 
	Community outreach and education to challenge harmful attitudes and promote safety 

	• 
	• 
	Training for professionals to identify and respond to abuse effectively. 


	During the 16 Days of Activism, Tower Hamlets Council hosted a range of events to raise awareness 
	During the 16 Days of Activism, Tower Hamlets Council hosted a range of events to raise awareness 
	and support survivors. Highlights included a fair connecting residents with local support services and community organisations, a photo exhibition featuring the resilience of women affected by violence, a screening of BBC’s Murdered by My Boyfriend, based on the true story of Ashley, a young woman murdered by her controlling partner, and 40 other activities. 

	Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury, Cabinet Member for Public Protection and Integrated Enforcement, said: “Violence against women and girls is everybody’s business and collectively we all have a part to play in working 
	Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury, Cabinet Member for Public Protection and Integrated Enforcement, said: “Violence against women and girls is everybody’s business and collectively we all have a part to play in working 
	towards a borough where nobody - regardless of ethnicity, gender, class, religion, or sexual orientation - feels unsafe on the street or at home." 

	If you or someone you know is impacted by domestic abuse and needs advice or support, please contact Solace on 020 3795 5064. If you would like to know more about events or training, email Domestic.Violence@ towerhamlets.gov.uk. 
	• Residents, especially men, can sign the pledge against gender-related violence at whiteribbon. org.uk/promise 

	Figure
	White Ribbon Day and 16 Days of Activism aim to stop violence against women 

	Report damp and mould 
	Report damp and mould 
	HOUSING 
	With the winter months upon us, Tower Hamlets Council has made it easier for tenants to report damp and mould in their homes. 
	With the winter months upon us, Tower Hamlets Council has made it easier for tenants to report damp and mould in their homes. 
	When calling to report, the first option on the phone line is now damp and mould meaning it is quicker and simpler for tenants. 
	Awaab’s Law is a new law which came into effect on 27 October. 
	It now requires social housing landlords to urgently investigate and fix serious hazards like damp 
	It now requires social housing landlords to urgently investigate and fix serious hazards like damp 
	and mould within strict timeframes. 

	The council and other social housing providers in the borough must now: 
	•
	•
	•
	 Investigate a damp and mould report within 10 working days 

	•
	•
	 Provide tenants with a report within three days 

	•
	•
	 Start repairs within five days of findings. 


	Damp and mould is common in homes during the colder months. Mould can be damaging to your health, especially if you have asthma or a health condition. 
	It can spread quickly, so it is 
	It can spread quickly, so it is 
	important to take early action to prevent it becoming serious. 


	There are things you can do to help prevent mould in your home, including: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Reducing moisture in the air: like using extractor fans, drying clothes outside if possible or in a room with the door shut and the window open, and cooking with lids on pans 

	• 
	• 
	Ventilating your home: opening windows to let fresh air in 

	• 
	• 
	Keeping your home a steady temperature: try to keep it between 


	18-21 degrees. 
	18-21 degrees. 
	It is not always possible or easy to follow this advice, and if the mould keeps coming back, residents are advised to always report it to their landlord. 
	You can get information and advice about how to manage damp and mould in your home and how to report issues at / healthyhome 
	www.towerhamlets.gov.uk

	If you are a council tenant, report damp and mould by calling 020 7364 5015 (option 1) 
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	Education Awards highlight hard work of young people 
	Education Awards highlight hard work of young people 
	ACCELERATE EDUCATION 
	A total of 248 students from across the borough were celebrated at the Tower Hamlets Education Awards. 
	The event, which was held on Saturday 27 September at Mile End Stadium, acknowledged the dedication, talent and resilience of pupils in Tower Hamlets. 
	The ceremony brought together students, families, schools and community leaders to honour young people who had been nominated by their school for their achievements both in and beyond the classroom. 
	Students receiving an Education Award were presented with a certificate by the Executive Mayor 
	Students receiving an Education Award were presented with a certificate by the Executive Mayor 
	of Tower Hamlets, Lutfur Rahman, and gifted with a £50 voucher. 

	Rochelle Lewis-Geary, Deputy Young Mayor of Tower Hamlets and co-host of this year’s Education Awards, said: “Tower Hamlets is proud to celebrate the achievements of our young people in academics, creativity, leadership and positive action. 
	"As Deputy Young Mayor, I’m honoured to represent a generation ready to lead change, bring fresh ideas and help make our borough an even better place to live and learn." 
	Each local authority-maintained, independent and special school or college in the borough was invited to nominate up to ten learners, 
	Each local authority-maintained, independent and special school or college in the borough was invited to nominate up to ten learners, 
	with nominations open to those preparing to sit their GCSEs, A-levels or equivalent qualifications. 

	Students were thrilled to receive their awards. Harry Watson, from Bow School, said: “I’m really excited to be here. I was nominated for my hard work towards my A-levels, where I achieved three A*s. 
	"I’m off to Cambridge University to study medicine. I’m feeling a bit nervous but looking forward to getting started. It will definitely be a challenge, but it’s always been a dream of mine to go to Cambridge.” 
	Hasin Abdul, also from Bow School, said: “I feel proud that I’ve been recognised by the council for my school achievements. 
	"I’m off to UCL to study history 
	"I’m off to UCL to study history 
	"I’m off to UCL to study history 
	and politics of the Americas. I’m feeling really positive about starting the next step in my education, and I’m excited for what’s to come.” 


	Nominations reflected a broad set of criteria, capturing the many ways young people contribute to their school and wider community. 
	The awards highlight not only academic excellence, but also personal development, leadership and collaboration, and creative and social contribution. 
	Alongside the award presentation, there were speeches, performances, a video and interactive activities, with young people taking centre stage in the event's planning and delivery. 
	Figure
	Huge investment for brighter futures 
	Huge investment for brighter futures 
	The Education Awards are part of wider support and investment into the educational journeys of children and young people. 
	Tower Hamlets Council has invested £13.7m in its youth service, Young Tower Hamlets, 
	Tower Hamlets Council has invested £13.7m in its youth service, Young Tower Hamlets, 
	which provides more than 100 free activities across youth centres and community settings. 

	It was also the first local authority in the country to introduce universal free school meals for all primary and secondary school pupils, saving 
	It was also the first local authority in the country to introduce universal free school meals for all primary and secondary school pupils, saving 
	families an average of £550 per child, per year. 

	Since the scheme began in September 2023, around two million extra free meals have been provided to secondary pupils. 
	This year, the council has also 
	This year, the council has also 
	This year, the council has also 
	introduced School Clothing Grants, where families with a household income of up to £50,350 can claim £50 per child entering primary school at Reception Year, and £150 per child entering secondary school at Year 7. 


	Figure
	The annual event thanked foster and kinship carers from across the borough 


	Celebrating the unsung heroes of our community 
	Celebrating the unsung heroes of our community 
	COUNCIL NEWS 
	Nearly 100 foster and kinship carers were celebrated at Tower Hamlets Council’s annual carers celebration event on Friday 10 October, held during National Kinship Care Week.  
	The evening, held at Tower Hamlets Town Hall, brought together carers and staff from across the borough to recognise the extraordinary dedication carers have to children and young people in care. 
	Hosted by the council, the event featured a sit-down dinner, and disco and dance performances, offering a heartfelt thank you to those who provide loving, safe and stable homes to some of the borough’s most vulnerable children. 
	Carers who have supported children over many years were presented with awards in recognition for their long service, with some foster carers dedicating more than 20 years to fostering. 
	This year’s event also shone a spotlight on kinship carers - family members and close friends who step in to care for children when their parents are unable to. Their vital role was recognised alongside foster 
	This year’s event also shone a spotlight on kinship carers - family members and close friends who step in to care for children when their parents are unable to. Their vital role was recognised alongside foster 
	carers, with a guest address from Jahnine Davis, the Department for Education’s National Kinship Care Ambassador, whose role involves advocating for kinship carers and improving kinship care services and supporting standards in England. 

	Cllr Maium Talukdar Deputy Mayor of Tower Hamlets and Cabinet Member for Education, Youth and Lifelong Learning, said: “Our foster and kinship carers are the unsung heroes of our community. 
	"They open their hearts and homes to children who need them most, offering not just a roof over their heads, but stability, love and a sense of belonging. 
	“This event is a small way for us to say thank you for the life-changing work they do every day.” 
	The evening was also an opportunity for carers to share their experiences, connect with peers, and reflect on the impact they’ve made over the past year and beyond. 
	Tower Hamlets Council remains committed to supporting its fostering and kinship care community and is always looking for more people to join its network of carers. 
	• To find out more visit www. 
	fosteringtowerhamlets.co.uk 

	Figure
	You can be: • Single, married, divorced or living together • In a same sex relationship • Identifying as any gender • From any ethnic or religious background • A homeowner or living in rented accommodation • Employed or in receipt of benefits • Already a parent • Living with disabilities. You must: • Have a spare bedroom (babies aged between 0-2 can share your bedroom) • Live in reasonable traveling distance to Tower Hamlets • Be aged over 21 and be a British citizen or have permanent leave to remain • Have
	New children's library launches 
	Figure
	Young children who attended a story time session were among the first visitors to celebrate the creation of a new children’s library at Idea Store Canary Wharf.  
	Young children who attended a story time session were among the first visitors to celebrate the creation of a new children’s library at Idea Store Canary Wharf.  
	Tower Hamlets Council and Canary Wharf Group are working in partnership to invest £1.4m to improve the facilities at the Idea Store, including a new children's library, and new heating, lighting and flooring. 
	As part of the launch, Cllr Maium Talukdar, Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Education, Youth and Lifelong Learning, and Cllr Saied Ahmed, Cabinet Member for Resources, joined in a story time 

	£1.4m is being invested into improving the facilities at Idea Store Canary Wharf session. 
	Figure
	The students received laptops, broadband access and a training programme 
	New laptops tackling digital divide 
	New laptops tackling digital divide 
	ACCELERATE EDUCATION 
	212 more Year 7 pupils across four Tower Hamlets schools have received digital support as part of the ongoing Connecting Communities programme. 
	Connecting Communities is a partnership project between the East End Community Foundation, Tower Hamlets Council, the Letta Trust and Poplar HARCA and aims 
	Connecting Communities is a partnership project between the East End Community Foundation, Tower Hamlets Council, the Letta Trust and Poplar HARCA and aims 
	to identify students and families in need of support. 

	The secondary school pilot, which launched in November 2024, builds on the success of the initiative in primary schools, with a total of 1,227 devices delivered to families in Tower Hamlets since the scheme started in 2020. 
	These devices are gifted to pupils and their families to ensure every student has access to the digital tools they need for learning, and 
	These devices are gifted to pupils and their families to ensure every student has access to the digital tools they need for learning, and 
	to develop the essential digital skills needed for their education and future careers. 

	In November, pupils at Swanlea, Central Foundation for Girls, Oaklands and Langdon Park schools received brand new laptops, broadband access and a comprehensive seven-step IT training programme. 
	East End Community Foundation Head of Grants and Community Engagement, Allan Anderson, 
	East End Community Foundation Head of Grants and Community Engagement, Allan Anderson, 
	said: "Digital exclusion remains a significant barrier for many families across the East End. 

	"Through the Connecting Communities partnership, we’re working with schools to ensure those who need support most have the devices, connectivity, and skills to participate fully in their education. It’s fantastic to see the programme expand into secondary schools, helping even more young people to reach their potential." 
	"Through the Connecting Communities partnership, we’re working with schools to ensure those who need support most have the devices, connectivity, and skills to participate fully in their education. It’s fantastic to see the programme expand into secondary schools, helping even more young people to reach their potential." 



	Young Mayor elections start 
	Young Mayor elections start 
	This year, Tower Hamlets received the highest number of Young Mayor applicants ever. 
	A total of 92 ambitious young people aged 13 to 17 put themselves forward to be in with the chance of becoming the next Young Mayor. 
	The Young Mayor programme provides young people with the opportunity to represent the voices of young people in Tower Hamlets at a local, regional and national level. As representatives of young people, they work closely with the council to ensure that youth voices remain at the centre of decision making. 
	Cllr Maium Talukdar, Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Education, Youth, and Lifelong Learning, said: “I’m delighted to see so many young people involved in this process. This year we’ve received more than double the number of applications from the previous election. All of them should be proud of themselves for 
	Cllr Maium Talukdar, Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Education, Youth, and Lifelong Learning, said: “I’m delighted to see so many young people involved in this process. This year we’ve received more than double the number of applications from the previous election. All of them should be proud of themselves for 
	taking the bold step to apply. 

	"I’m looking forward to seeing who the final 15 candidates will be and hearing their manifestos and plans for Tower Hamlets. 
	"I have no doubt that our next Young Mayor will be a brilliant young person who embodies the voice of young people in Tower Hamlets. 
	“Each Young Mayor of Tower Hamlets leaves behind a legacy. Our soon to be former-Young Mayor Fetuma Hassan has done brilliantly in her role and is now making strides in her academic studies at Harvard University studying Governance.” 
	The final 15 candidates have now been chosen. Follow their campaigns and meet the final 15 candidates by following @ youngtowerhamlets on Instagram and TikTok 
	You can also follow the process by visiting . org.uk/get-involved/young-mayorof-tower-hamlets 
	www.youngtowerhamlets
	-

	Figure
	Some of the Young Mayor hopefuls 
	Some of the Young Mayor hopefuls 


	Events and activities for Youth Work Week 
	Events and activities for Youth Work Week 
	at Haileybury Youth Centre and Limehouse Youth Centre. 
	During the week, Deputy Young Mayors Khadija Dirir and Iffat Bhuiyan represented Tower Hamlets at the UK Youth Parliament, speaking passionately in the House of Common on the importance of environmental reform. Meanwhile, singer-songwriter Bianca Santos performed her original song ‘Last Night’ at the London Youth Awards. 
	Young Tower Hamlets has launched its first ever under-11's Girls' District Football Team. 
	The team was formed through collaborating and partnering with local schools, community coaches, and the council’s youth service Young Tower Hamlets. 
	This initiative ensures that girls in Tower Hamlets have access to structured, high quality football facilities from a young age. 
	Girls' football coach, Rayhan said: “It’s been an absolute pleasure coaching the girls over the last few months. When we first put together the district team, we didn’t know 
	Girls' football coach, Rayhan said: “It’s been an absolute pleasure coaching the girls over the last few months. When we first put together the district team, we didn’t know 
	how much engagement we’d get but it’s been overwhelming to see so many young girls have a true passion for the game.” 

	Visit youngtowerhamlets.org.uk/ get-involved/girls-district-footballteam 
	-

	Separately, Young Tower Hamlets will be launching its first ever girls-only youth centre in December. 
	Located next to St Pauls Way Secondary School, it will offer girls aged 11-19 (up to 25 with SEND) a library, social space, fitness classes and more. 
	Follow @youngtowerhamlets for more updates. 
	Figure
	The club will give girls access to high quality footbal facilities 
	The club will give girls access to high quality footbal facilities 
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	Figure
	A number of events were organised 
	A number of events were organised 


	Young Tower Hamlets celebrated Youth Work Week with a vibrant programme of events, speeches, performances and workshops across local youth centres and beyond. 
	This year’s theme, ‘Building Brighter Futures: through safe places, trusted support, and opportunities to thrive’, celebrated the vital role youth work plays in supporting and empowering young people. The week concluded with two celebration events held 
	Girls' football team and youth space 

	Leisure upgrades get the kick off 
	Leisure upgrades get the kick off 
	INVEST IN SERVICES 
	Almost £500,000 has been invested to refurbish and upgrade the football pitches at Mile End - part of the council’s wider programme to enhance leisure facilities for residents across the borough. 
	Almost £500,000 has been invested to refurbish and upgrade the football pitches at Mile End - part of the council’s wider programme to enhance leisure facilities for residents across the borough. 
	The £432,716 refurbishment includes a new and improved sub-base for older pitches, installation of shock pads across all pitches for safer play, brand-new, high-quality artificial turf, stronger fencing, new kickboards, upgraded security systems and brand-new goalposts. 
	The newly refurbished pitches are now open for bookings, managed by PlayFootball and available through their website. 
	To mark the reopening, Executive Mayor Lutfur Rahman and Cllr Mohammed Kamrul Hussain, Cabinet Member for Culture and Recreation, officially unveiled the new pitches alongside local community groups. 
	The Mile End pitches investment is part of a wider programme of 
	The Mile End pitches investment is part of a wider programme of 
	improvements to leisure facilities across the borough. 


	Figure
	Executive Mayor Lutfur Rahman and cllr Mohammed Kamrul Hussain at the launch 
	Executive Mayor Lutfur Rahman and cllr Mohammed Kamrul Hussain at the launch 


	Current and upcoming projects include: 
	Current and upcoming projects include: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	A major boiler system upgrade at John Orwell Sports Centre to improve heating and hot water 

	• 
	• 
	A similar boiler replacement scheduled for York Hall 


	• 
	• 
	• 
	Revamping of the multi-courts at Mile End with new fencing and resurfacing 

	• 
	• 
	Planned improvements to health suites at Mile End and Whitechapel later this year. 


	Cllr Mohammed Kamrul Hussain, Cabinet Member for Culture and Recreation, said: "These projects 
	Cllr Mohammed Kamrul Hussain, Cabinet Member for Culture and Recreation, said: "These projects 
	ensure our residents have access to modern, safe and inclusive facilities that will serve the community for many years to come.” 

	To book a football pitch at Mile End, visit the PlayFootball website, where you can check availability, pricing and choose from a range of pitch options. 

	Satisfaction rates high with leisure service 
	Satisfaction rates high with leisure service 
	Almost three-quarters of residents (72 per cent) are satisified or very satisfied with the borough's new leisure service, Be Well, a survey to mark one year of the service has found. 
	Almost three-quarters of residents (72 per cent) are satisified or very satisfied with the borough's new leisure service, Be Well, a survey to mark one year of the service has found. 
	A total of 2,842 people responded to the survey, which entered them into a prize draw to win the first-ever Be Well membership card, granting one year of free membership and five day passes to Be Well The Spa. This was won by Shazmin Begum. 
	Be Well is continuing to invest in the borough’s leisure infrastructure and to listen to direct feedback from residents. Planned improvements include: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Reconfiguring and enhancing the women-only gyms at Poplar Bath and York Hall 

	• 
	• 
	Upgrading the health suites at Whitechapel and Mile End Leisure Centres 

	• 
	• 
	Major updates at Mile End Leisure Centre 

	• 
	• 
	New water inflatables. 


	Be Well was created to provide inclusive, community-led leisure 

	Competition winner Shazmin Begum, second from right 
	services. Visit be-well.org.uk 
	services. Visit be-well.org.uk 

	Figure
	New female-focused Saturday market 
	New female-focused Saturday market 
	A new market focused on female crafters, artists and makers is still open for two Saturdays - perfect for last minute Christmas gifts. 
	Organised by The East End Trades Guild (EETG), an alliance of nearly 400 small, independent businesses across London’s East End, the market will take place every Saturday from 10am to 4pm outside E. Pellicci’s Café on Bethnal Green Road until 20 December. 
	This launch marks a vibrant return of local creativity to the heart of Bethnal Green, providing fully subsidised pitches to local women on one of London’s most historic high streets. 
	By bringing attention and footfall to the area, the Bethnal Green Market will help the Guild grow, paving the way for more stalls, more opportunities, and a more vibrant street life. 
	Their Crowdfunder remains open for backers who want to help the 
	Their Crowdfunder remains open for backers who want to help the 
	market continue and support local independent artists and makers to stay in the East End. 

	Stallholders sell a range of different items, including Arabella from Fine Art and Fancy Things. 
	Stallholders sell a range of different items, including Arabella from Fine Art and Fancy Things. 
	She said: “We’ll be selling my miniatures -all my food and peg dolls, which are historical characters or things we find funny. I’m making a little Pellicci’s fried breakfast in a saucepan!" 
	Kim Whitehead, of Bethnal Queens said: “Because I’m an older woman, I think others my age will feel comfortable coming to the stall. 
	"I’ve been to shops where you get funny looks for trying on something ‘too young’. Bethnal Green Market hasn’t had that for years, and I’m so excited. I’ll see old friends, meet new ones, and give other women a bit of inspiration.” 
	• To support the fundraising, visit crowdfunder.co.uk/p/eetgmarket-for-bethnal-green-road 
	-


	Figure
	A Crowdfunder hopes to keep the market open 
	A Crowdfunder hopes to keep the market open 




	Campaign to tackle waste truck fires 
	Campaign to tackle waste truck fires 
	COUNCIL NEWS 
	Tower Hamlets Council has launched a new safety campaign calling for urgent action to tackle the rise in fires caused by discarded batteries, warning that the problem is putting waste crews at risk and disrupting bin collections across the borough. 
	Dispose Safe aims to address the growing national problem of lithium-ion batteries igniting inside waste trucks and recycling facilities. 
	In Tower Hamlets alone, there were 22 fires linked to lithium-ion batteries, eight of which happened in our waste collection vehicles. 
	At the heart of the campaign is a short, animated film explaining how lithium batteries cause fires when crushed inside waste trucks and how residents can dispose of them safely. The animation is available to all local authorities and waste partners across the UK to help raise public awareness and promote consistent battery-safety messages. 
	London Fire Brigade Deputy Assistant Commissioner for Prevention & Protection, Richard Field, said: “Lithium-ion battery fires are a major risk and we are attending fires regularly involving waste in bin lorries, including 
	London Fire Brigade Deputy Assistant Commissioner for Prevention & Protection, Richard Field, said: “Lithium-ion battery fires are a major risk and we are attending fires regularly involving waste in bin lorries, including 
	in Tower Hamlets. We’ve also attended significant fires at waste disposal sites across the capital, which we suspect are caused by lithium-ion batteries. 

	“These fires can be very time consuming for our firefighters and often require a high level of resources to extinguish. We’ve also seen the detrimental environmental and societal impact these fires can have on local communities. 
	“These fires can be very time consuming for our firefighters and often require a high level of resources to extinguish. We’ve also seen the detrimental environmental and societal impact these fires can have on local communities. 
	“We urge people to check with the retailer or your local authority's website for the safest way to dispose of lithium-ion batteries in your area and reduce the risk of fires occurring.” 
	Executive Mayor Lutfur Rahman said: "Every time a battery is thrown into the bin, it risks exploding when crushed inside a waste truck. That puts our frontline crews in danger, damages expensive vehicles and causes serious delays to residents’ collections. 
	"We are calling on residents, councils and the Government to take this issue seriously. Through our Dispose Safe campaign, we are showing that prevention is simple: do not bin it, recycle it safely. Together, we can stop these fires before they start.” 
	Cllr Shafi Ahmed, Cabinet 
	Cllr Shafi Ahmed, Cabinet 
	Member for Environment and Climate Emergency, said: "These fires are frightening, unpredictable and completely avoidable. They not only threaten the safety of our staff but also lead to missed collections and major service delays for residents when trucks are damaged or taken out of service." 


	The Dispose Safe campaign follows the success of Tower Hamlets’ previous Charge Safe initiative, run in partnership with the London Fire Brigade's #ChargeSafe campaign, which raised awareness of safe e-bike and e-scooter charging. That campaign was widely praised for 
	Figure
	A recent fire in one of the waste trucks 
	A recent fire in one of the waste trucks 


	improving public awareness and has since been adopted by other councils. Residents are urged to: 
	improving public awareness and has since been adopted by other councils. Residents are urged to: 
	Never put batteries, vapes or electricals in household bins or recycling sacks. 
	Use battery recycling bins in supermarkets and electrical retailers. 
	Take larger batteries, such as e-bike or e-scooter packs, to Northumberland Wharf Recycling Centre. If a battery is swollen, leaking or overheating, store it outside in a plastic container until it can be recycled safely. 
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	BREAK THE MOULD IN YOUR HOME Struggling to tackle mould? Get advice at www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/ healthyhome Don’t ignore it Report mould to your landlord, they can help 
	Funding and support for start-ups 
	Figure
	There are four projects to support entrepreneurs and small businesses 
	There are four projects to support entrepreneurs and small businesses 


	Four new projects have been launched as part of a £400,000 initiative to help residents set up their own business and support small businesses to take them to the next level. 
	Four new projects have been launched as part of a £400,000 initiative to help residents set up their own business and support small businesses to take them to the next level. 
	Think Start Up2 is a fast-track programme if you have a business idea but aren't sure where to start. You will receive practical hands-on advice, and expert guidance to help test, validate and grow your idea. 
	Supported Access to Finance 2 supports aspiring entrepreneurs who require financial backing with a chance to apply for a £2,500 kick-start grant. Through this project you will attend training, develop a business plan and register a new business on Companies House or register as self-employed. 
	Women Mean Business 2 supports 
	Women Mean Business 2 supports 
	the growth of existing female led Tower Hamlets businesses. It focuses on businesses that are already established (with a minimum of 18 months trading) and need support and guidance to grow their enterprise. 

	Support for Startups encourages the growth and survival of early-stage startup businesses. It includes a programme of mentorship, technical assistance, workshops and networking opportunities to help founders build strong, scalable businesses. Visit / openforbusiness. The projects are funded through the government’s UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) which aims to build local pride in communities and increase life chances across the UK. 
	www.towerhamlets.gov.uk


	Figure
	One of the businesses includes Ong Lai Kopitiam, a traditional Malaysian cofee shop, with cllr Musthak Ahmed 

	10 new independent businesses 
	10 new independent businesses 
	JOBS AND SKILLS 
	Ten local and independent businesses have been able to establish themselves in new affordable-rent units, thanks to the council's Business Growth Team and Canary Wharf Group. 
	Businesses were able to pitch to use the units at 8 Harbord Square, Wood Wharf, on the Canary Wharf Estate, with support given throughout the process and selections based upon long
	Businesses were able to pitch to use the units at 8 Harbord Square, Wood Wharf, on the Canary Wharf Estate, with support given throughout the process and selections based upon long
	-

	term economic viability, detailed business plans and the provision of amenities for the sustainable growth of the expanding Wood Wharf community. 

	Each business has also been chosen based on the strong, unique offering they can bring. 
	Brands currently open or opening soon include Awe London, Wayne Hairdresser Salon, The Flower Club, Pawsome Pet Grooming, Cafe Seek, Ong Lai Kopitiam and Supershakes. 
	Staff at Ong Lai Kopitiam have a 
	Staff at Ong Lai Kopitiam have a 
	Staff at Ong Lai Kopitiam have a 
	passion to share the rich flavours of Malaysian cuisine. It started with Eat Lah, their popular street food stall. 


	They always had a desire to establish a permanent “kopitiam”; a traditional Malaysian coffee shop. Customers at Ong Lai Kopitiam can enjoy Malaysian classics with a modern twist such as kolo mee and nasi kerabu, as well as snacks such as roti boy and karipap. 
	For Bow-raised Kamden Monplaisir, having always been fascinated by the unique nature of the Canary Wharf area, the opportunity 
	For Bow-raised Kamden Monplaisir, having always been fascinated by the unique nature of the Canary Wharf area, the opportunity 
	to expand her beauty brand Awe London to Wood Wharf has been a dream come true. 

	Awe London specialises in creative nails and other beauty treatments. 
	Awe London specialises in creative nails and other beauty treatments. 
	Cllr Musthak Ahmed, Cabinet Member for Jobs, Enterprise, Skills and Growth, said: “It was a pleasure to visit a number of these new businesses to see how they are establishing themselves in their new Wood Wharf communuity, and I wish them every success for the future.“ 

	Honouring Remembrance Day 
	Honouring Remembrance Day 
	Figure
	A two minute silence was held on Armistice Day at the Town Hall 
	A two minute silence was held on Armistice Day at the Town Hall 


	Commemoration events were held across the borough on Remembrance Sunday 9 November and on Remembrance Day 11 November to honour the contribution of British and Commonwealth military and civilian servicemen and women involved in the two world wars and later conflicts. 
	The Union flag was raised at the Town Hall in Whitechapel and the Town Hall was lit in red, white and blue marking Armistice Day. 
	Armistice Day was marked with a short commemoration at the Town Hall, Whitechapel, including a two-minute silence and wreath laying, attended by: Deputy Mayor, Cllr Maium Talukdar, Speaker 
	Armistice Day was marked with a short commemoration at the Town Hall, Whitechapel, including a two-minute silence and wreath laying, attended by: Deputy Mayor, Cllr Maium Talukdar, Speaker 
	of Council, Cllr Suluk Ahmed, Cllr Peter Golds, Armed Forces Champion, Leslie Morgan OBE, Deputy Lieutenant, John Ludgate, former Deputy Lieutenant and Freeman of the Borough, Cllr Marc Francis, Cllr Kabir Ahmed, Steve Halsey, Chief Executive, and HMS President Sub Lt Lewis Riste and Sub Lt Charlie Holness 

	Other events took place at Bethnal Green Gardens, The Merchant Navy Memorial, Tower Hill, The War Memorial, Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park, Christ Church, Isle of Dogs, St. Anne’s, Limehouse, St. George’s in the East, St Luke’s, Millwall, Memorial Gardens, Millwall and St Dunstan’s Stepney. 
	Proud Sponsors of the Tower Hamlets Mayor’s Cup 2025 We’d like to celebrate the players, volunteers, and organisers who make the Mayor’s Cup such an inspiring and inclusive day for Tower Hamlets. Guildmore is proud to support this festival of football, standing alongside the community in celebrating teamwork, participation, and healthy lifestyles. Guildmore – Helping communities thrive. 
	Save energy. Stay warm. Cut costs. Free home energy upgrades worth up to £10,000 Available to owner-occupied households receiving eligible benefits. Visit the web page below or scan the QR code www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/reep 
	Hundeds take part in two exciting tournaments 
	The winners of the Mayor's cricket and football cups and were crowned recently after two exciting tournaments. 
	For the cricket, sixteen adult teams and 12 junior and youth teams took part in the tournament across the first weekend of September. 
	Sixty-three exciting matches, played at Victoria Park, saw London Sportif, Wanstead Ladies, WH Eagles and Tigers lift trophies in the men’s, women’s, under 17s' and under 11s' categories. 
	For the football, a total of 966 players took part, with teams across 10 age categories. 
	Vallance won the under 8s, under 10s and under 16s. Victoria Park won the under 9s and under 13s, Mindest the under 11s and Shadwell Central Tigers the under 12s. Frontline took the under 14s' trophy, and One Goal the under 15s. 
	Royal Regents took the open age women and London Sportif the open age men. 
	Figure
	Football and cricket tournaments took place recently 
	Football and cricket tournaments took place recently 


	Figure
	Bowled over by new cricket pitch 
	COUNCIL NEWS 
	A new grass cricket pitch has been unveiled in Victoria Park, marking a new chapter in creating a safe, inclusive and community-friendly environment for cricket in Tower Hamlets.  
	A new grass cricket pitch has been unveiled in Victoria Park, marking a new chapter in creating a safe, inclusive and community-friendly environment for cricket in Tower Hamlets.  
	England international cricketer Maia Bouchier played as part of a six over match to celebrate the launch which also featured major announcements on the vision for developing the outfield and cricket square over the next three years. 
	Plans include creating safer spaces for women and girls; innovative ground designs and landscaping; and opportunities for local teams to participate in the game at the highest level of league cricket. 
	Lutfur Rahman, Executive Mayor of Tower Hamlets, and Cllr Kamrul Hussain, Cabinet Member for Culture and Recreation, were joined at the launch event by representatives from Tower Hamlets Cricket Club (THCC) and Md. Shahidul Alam, CEO Capital Kids Cricket (CKC), who are working alongside the council to ensure that community voices remain central in the ongoing 
	Lutfur Rahman, Executive Mayor of Tower Hamlets, and Cllr Kamrul Hussain, Cabinet Member for Culture and Recreation, were joined at the launch event by representatives from Tower Hamlets Cricket Club (THCC) and Md. Shahidul Alam, CEO Capital Kids Cricket (CKC), who are working alongside the council to ensure that community voices remain central in the ongoing 
	development of the cricket square. 


	Additionally, as part of the council commitment to promoting equal opportunities for girls and women in sport, female coaches will be present at all training sessions, Sundays will remain a day for women and girls’ cricket, and next year will see the introduction of the Maia Bouncier London Cricket League which will be held in Victoria Park.  
	Cllr Kamrul Hussain said: “This new pitch at Victoria Park reflects Tower Hamlets Council’s commitment to community wellbeing, and sport for all. We’re proud to support a project that empowers women and girls, young people, and community inclusion.” 
	Maia Bouchier, England international cricketer and CKC Patron, said: “It’s wonderful to see years of local campaigning lead to something so positive. Victoria Park is now a place where everyone can enjoy cricket together in a safe and welcoming environment. This ground can serve as a model for others to follow - showing how open park spaces can be safe, inclusive and inspiring for everyone, especially women and girls.” 
	Angus Fraser, former England 
	Angus Fraser, former England 
	international and Managing Director of Middlesex Cricket in the Community, said: “Middlesex Cricket has always been proud to work alongside Tower Hamlets Council, Capital Kids Cricket and our community partners to make the game accessible to all. We will 
	continue to support these efforts and help develop opportunities for players across the borough. 

	Figure
	Sunday will remain a day for women and girls' cricket 
	Sunday will remain a day for women and girls' cricket 


	"It’s fantastic that Tower Hamlets now has a true home ground - a place where local players can grow, compete and aspire to play at higher levels.” 
	"It’s fantastic that Tower Hamlets now has a true home ground - a place where local players can grow, compete and aspire to play at higher levels.” 

	Festival celebrates all forms of kindness 
	Figure
	Khadija Halim Rahman 
	Khadija Halim Rahman 
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	A Season of Bangla Drama, the borough’s unique theatre festival, returned in November with the theme of ‘kindness’. 
	The festival, which showcases new productions, featured performances that examined kindness from different perspectives, including kindness seen through the eyes of migrants; the kindness of caring for our own wellbeing; and how kindness and empathy can have a positive impact in our communities. 
	The festival programme also presented comedy, conversation, music and songs in a mixture of Bangla, Sylheti and English. 
	Now in its 22nd year, A Season of Bangla Drama also hosted its annual fringe programme of events including art workshops, exhibitions, talks and walks. 
	The month-long festival opened at the Brady Arts Centre in Whitechapel with An Anthology of Kindness 
	-short stories which explored humanity, empathy, and resilience, revealing how kindness shapes our connections in profound ways. 
	As part of the festival, Khadija Halim Rahman’s exhibition titled 
	As part of the festival, Khadija Halim Rahman’s exhibition titled 
	Looking Through a Prism was on show at the Brady Centre. 

	The show was a collection of paintings, sketches, video installations and fashion pieces, each telling a different stage about the artist’s life. Some were sombre reflections, some interpreted happy childhood memories, others paid tribute to significant people in her life. 
	The show was a collection of paintings, sketches, video installations and fashion pieces, each telling a different stage about the artist’s life. Some were sombre reflections, some interpreted happy childhood memories, others paid tribute to significant people in her life. 
	Speaking on opening night, Khadija gave an insight into some of the artwork on display. She explained: “One piece is an Ode to Autumn, dedicated to my mother who I recently lost. It reminds me of devastation, and when the leaves fall, it is also about preservation. 
	“Another small painting speaks about my current life and the people behind me, and another piece is of my childhood and people who we’ve lost over a period of time. The work is part of a quest to find out what matters in life, how much we need, and who we see. Peer through the looking glass and ask yourself these questions.” 

	Figure
	More than 50 residents took part in an intensive leadership course 
	New leaders of tomorrow break down barriers to bring change 
	COUNCIL NEWS 
	Graduates poised to be the new leaders of tomorrow were praised for their vision and commitment to creating a fairer borough at a celebration event. 
	More than 50 residents took part in an intensive leadership course this year, run by Tower Hamlets Council, aimed at increasing the number of Black, Asian and Multi-Ethnic people in community leadership roles. 
	The council hosted a graduation event at the Town Hall on 28 
	October to celebrate participants’ 
	October to celebrate participants’ 
	October to celebrate participants’ 
	questioned whether spaces for true 
	met with graduates and awarded 

	achievements. 
	achievements. 
	representation really existed, and 
	certificates at the event. 

	National award-winning 
	National award-winning 
	whether they were genuinely open 
	He said: “I am incredibly proud of 

	organisation Olmec delivered the 
	organisation Olmec delivered the 
	to people like me. 
	the residents who have completed 

	Community Leaders of Tomorrow 
	Community Leaders of Tomorrow 
	“Black on Board has reinforced 
	the I Can Be… Community 

	training as part of the council’s 
	training as part of the council’s 
	my belief in the power of lived 
	leadership programme. 

	I Can Be… campaign aimed at 
	I Can Be… campaign aimed at 
	experience leadership, and as I 
	“Their commitment and 

	reducing racial inequalities. 
	reducing racial inequalities. 
	always say, real change begins when 
	courage to step into leadership 

	Many of the graduates spoke 
	Many of the graduates spoke 
	belief turns into action. 
	roles is inspiring. 

	about their positive experience 
	about their positive experience 
	"This programme equips us 
	"This initiative is a vital step 

	during the course and how they 
	during the course and how they 
	with the knowledge, credibility and 
	in ensuring our community 

	have succeeded in gaining board 
	have succeeded in gaining board 
	pathways to step into boardrooms at 
	leadership reflects the rich 

	and community roles. 
	and community roles. 
	every level, not questioning whether 
	diversity of Tower Hamlets.  

	Graduate Usha Kong, who is 
	Graduate Usha Kong, who is 
	we belong, but knowing that we do.” 
	“We are building a borough 

	a coach, inspirational speaker 
	a coach, inspirational speaker 
	Cllr Bodrul Choudhury, Cabinet 
	where everyone has the 

	and social enterprise leader, said: 
	and social enterprise leader, said: 
	Member for Customer Services, 
	opportunity to lead and make a 

	“Before I joined Black on Board, I 
	“Before I joined Black on Board, I 
	Equalities and Social Inclusion, 
	difference.” 


	Postal vote application deadline 
	Following a change in the law, if an contacting electors to inform them to continue to vote by post at the from the Tower Hamlets electoral elector wishes to vote by post they that their postal vote will expire Executive Mayor and Local Council services team. Further information can only do so now for a period of on 31 January 2026, and a new elections to be held on Thursday 7 at three years and then a new postal application is required. May 2026 and beyond.  and please contact the electoral vote applicatio
	www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/vote 

	The Tower Hamlets Council than wait until 31 January 2026 at questions at vote@towerhamlets. electoral services team has been and is very important if you want and paper applications are available gov.uk or 020 7364 0872. 
	www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote 

	Scheduled collection date 
	Scheduled collection date 
	Scheduled collection date 
	Service status 
	Revised collection day 

	Monday 22nd December 
	Monday 22nd December 
	Full Service 

	Tuesday 23rd December 
	Tuesday 23rd December 
	Full Service 

	Wednesday 24th December 
	Wednesday 24th December 
	Full Service 

	Thursday 25th December 
	Thursday 25th December 
	No Service 
	Thursday collections on Saturday 27th December 

	Friday 26th December 
	Friday 26th December 
	No Service 
	Friday Collections on Sunday 28th December 

	Saturday 27th December 
	Saturday 27th December 
	Thursday 25th December 

	TR
	work 

	Sunday 28th December 
	Sunday 28th December 
	Friday 26th December work 

	Monday 29th December 
	Monday 29th December 
	Full Service 

	Tuesday 30th December 
	Tuesday 30th December 
	Full Service 

	Wednesday 31st December 
	Wednesday 31st December 
	Full Service 

	Thursday 1st January 
	Thursday 1st January 
	No Service 

	Friday 2nd January 
	Friday 2nd January 
	Thursday 1st January work 
	Thursday Collections on Friday 2nd January 

	Saturday 3rd January 
	Saturday 3rd January 
	Friday 2nd January work 
	Friday Collection Saturday 3rd January 

	Sunday 4th January 
	Sunday 4th January 
	Full Service 


	Christmas and New Year  
	(2025-2026)  
	Waste collection schedule 
	Over the bank holiday period there will be changes to your normal rubbish, recycling, food and garden waste collection arrangements. 
	Nominations open for Civic Awards 
	The Tower Hamlets Civic Awards are the borough’s opportunity to say a very special thank you to the local unsung heroes who live, work or study in the borough. 
	The Civic Awards 2026 nominations are open to honour those who dedicate their time and efforts to improve the lives of people across Tower Hamlets. 
	Nominations close on Wednesday 31 December 2025. The winners will be chosen by a cross-party panel, chaired by the Speaker of the Council, cllr Suluk Ahmed and 
	Nominations close on Wednesday 31 December 2025. The winners will be chosen by a cross-party panel, chaired by the Speaker of the Council, cllr Suluk Ahmed and 
	include representatives from the community. 

	• Find out more and nominate at / civicawards 
	• Find out more and nominate at / civicawards 
	www.towerhamlets.gov.uk


	Figure
	The plaque was unveiled for Ayub Ali Master, inset 
	People's Plaque for Bengali 
	pioneer unveiled 
	COUNCIL NEWS 
	A commemorative plaque honouring Ayub Ali Master, a pioneering figure in British Bengali history, has been unveiled on Christian Street, near the site where he and Shah Abdul Majid Qureshi ran the Indian Seamen’s Welfare League office in 1943. 
	Ayub Ali Master played a vital role in supporting South Asian seamen and migrants in East London during the early 20th century. His work laid the foundations for community organising and welfare support that benefited generations of British Bengalis. 
	Born in 1900 in Sylhet, Ayub Ali Master settled in East London in the 1920s and opened the Shah Jalal restaurant on Commercial Street which served as a hub for the Asian community. 
	His home at 13 Sandys Row became a safe haven for lascars 
	-Bengali sailors escaping harsh conditions and contractual restrictions. 
	Ayub Ali provided shelter, food and practical assistance, helping them register with authorities and access essential services. 
	In 1943, he co-founded the Indian Seamen’s Welfare League on Christian Street to formalise this support. 
	The unveiling was managed by Tower Hamlets Council as part of its historic People’s Plaques Scheme, launched in 2013 to commemorate people, places and events of local significance. 
	Through the scheme, residents were invited to nominate candidates for a Tower Hamlets People’s Plaque. Ayub Ali Master received the highest number of valid votes. 
	A total of eight plaques have 
	A total of eight plaques have 
	been installed across the borough so far through the initiative, including those for Tasadduq Ahmed, Marge Hewson, Nicolas Culpeper, Tommy Flowers, Sowabullah Munshi and Clara Grant. 

	The unveiling was attended by 40 people, including Master Ayub Ali’s granddaughter, Parul Husain, Cllr Kamrul Hussain, Cabinet Member for Culture and Recreation, and community representatives, including members of the Swadhinata Trust. 
	Parul Husain said: “Our family are immensely proud and excited about this historic event. Our grandfather was an early Bangladeshi pioneer. 
	"He arrived in London in 1919. He aided so many people in the Bangladeshi community when they first arrived in the UK, as he was fluent in English and Bengali. 
	"He also worked tirelessly for social justice via the Indian Seaman's 
	"He also worked tirelessly for social justice via the Indian Seaman's 
	Welfare League during the 1940s.” 

	Julie Begum, Chair of the Swadhinata Trust, said: “The Swadhinata Trust was formed in 2000 to promote British Bengali history and culture, ensuring it is recognised as an essential part of British history and, by extension, our contemporary world. 
	"As we mark our 25th anniversary, we are proud to support the unveiling of the plaque for Ayub Ali Master in Tower Hamlets. 
	"The Bengali community has long campaigned for recognition of Ayub Ali Master’s contributions, both to London and internationally. 
	"He provided invaluable support to local people in need, long before the establishment of the British welfare state.” 
	The Swadhinata Trust has recently launched free Bengali heritage walks where people can learn more about the work of Ayub Ali Master. 
	£400k to help new and existing businesses to thrive Could you benefit? Think Start Up2 is a fast-track programme if you have a business idea but not sure where to start. Supported Access to Finance 2 supports aspiring entrepreneurs who require financial backing, with a chance to apply for a £2500 kick-start grant. Women Mean Business 2 supports the growth of existing female led Tower Hamlets businesses. Support for Startups encourages the growth and survival of early-stage startup businesses. Visit www.towe
	From sticky to sleek: cleaning up gum from our streets 
	CLEAN AND GREEN 
	The streets of Brick Lane are looking distinctly less sticky after the council used a £27,000 grant to tackle the issue of discarded chewing gum on the roads and pavements. 
	The council used the funding from organisation Behaviour Change to set up a Chewing Gum Taskforce which carried out a specialist cleaning trial for three weeks during October, focusing on chewing gum removal along Brick Lane. 
	As chewing gum is so sticky, it required specialist equipment to get rid of it which the council didn't own. 
	The Chewing Gum Taskforce trial was a success and has made a noticeable difference to the look and feel of the area. 
	Brick Lane is one of our borough’s most popular destinations, known for its international food stalls, vintage shops, historic landmarks and vibrant night-time economy. With millions of visitors each year, keeping the area clean is a top priority. 
	While recent monitoring by Keep Britain Tidy showed improvements in general litter and detritus levels in the borough, chewing gum remained a persistent issue. 
	In response to concerns from residents and local businesses, the council worked with the Bangla Town Working Group to schedule regular street washing. 
	The money will also be used to create a public awareness campaign to discourage littering and leaving gum. 
	The council is now looking at how it can fund the taskforce to tackle more areas of the borough. 
	Figure
	The Chewing Gum Taskforce tackled the sticky issue in Brick Lane 
	The Chewing Gum Taskforce tackled the sticky issue in Brick Lane 


	£1.2m to fund more EV chargers 
	Tower 
	Tower 
	Tower 
	Hamlets 
	Council 
	has 
	across the borough. 
	introduction 
	of 
	accessible 
	rapid 
	That scheme, one of the fastest 

	secured 
	secured 
	£1.2m 
	from 
	the 
	Local 
	The funding will deliver more 
	chargers. 
	rollouts of public charging points 

	Electric 
	Electric 
	Vehicle 
	Infrastructure 
	than 
	300 
	new 
	fast 
	chargers 
	The announcement builds on the 
	in the UK, moved Tower Hamlets 

	(LEVI) Fund in partnership with 
	(LEVI) Fund in partnership with 
	(7–22kw) in Tower Hamlets over 
	borough’s record-breaking rollout of 
	from 19th to 3rd in London for 

	the London Borough of Barking 
	the London Borough of Barking 
	the next two years, with installations 
	2,000 new electric vehicle charging 
	the number of public chargers 

	and Dagenham, paving the way for 
	and Dagenham, paving the way for 
	starting in early 2026. 
	points through a partnership with 
	available, with more than 2,370 

	hundreds of new charging points 
	hundreds of new charging points 
	The project also includes the 
	Ubitricity earlier this year. 
	now in operation. 


	A BRAND NEW 11-19 MIXED SCHOOLDiscover an exceptional     education in a nurturing        community where children learn, grow and thriveas scholars At Mulberry Academy London Dock, our exciting curriculum reflects Wapping’s vibrant history, drawing from Brunel’s engineering legacy and the dynamic trade heritage of London Docks. We nurture artistic, sporting, and creative talents, alongside rigorous preparation for the challenges of a rapidly advancing world. Booka personaltour andseeour schoolinaction! Dil
	Mulberry Academy London Dock 
	6 Virginia Street, London, E1W 2AD 020 3745 8080 @MulberryDock 
	6 Virginia Street, London, E1W 2AD 020 3745 8080 @MulberryDock 
	info@mulberrylondondock.org 
	www.mulberrylondondock.org 
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	Admire Tom's cityscapes 
	HISTORY 
	Tower Hamlets Local History Library & Archives will soon be hosting a small exhibition of local artist Tom Lyddon’s artworks. These were recently deposited for permanent preservation in the council’s archive collections. The vibrant display showcases a variety of mixed-media cityscapes depicting the borough of Tower Hamlets. 
	Tom Lyddon was born in 1942 in Buckinghamshire. The family moved to Essex around 1947, then to Blackwall. He has lived in Poplar’s Teviot Estate since 1976. 
	In the 1950s, Tom attended St Bernard’s Catholic Boys School on Damian Street, Stepney, where art was his favourite subject. After leaving school he worked for Crown Wallpaper in Bow as a hand engraver, and then at Herbert Morris Brown and Lennox, a chain and lifting gear manufacturers in Millwall, as a lorry driver taking goods across the South East. He loved the freedom of travelling and eventually passed the Knowledge to become a black cab driver. He held his green badge from 1976 until retiring in 2012.
	But in later life, Tom returned to art, as he reflects: “In the late 1980s, I began to be serious about learning to paint. I found that the artist John Copnall gave painting lessons locally in the artists’ colony in the former Spratts dog biscuit factory.” And so began Tom’s journey in exploring his urban surroundings through paint, pastels, charcoal and linocuts. 
	His work was exhibited at the Southbank as part of the Greater London Council's 'Paintings for London', and in recent times at the Yurt Café in Limehouse. In retirement, Tom has regularly attended the art classes provided by Idea Store Learning at the Shadwell Centre, where he made a strong impression on staff and students alike. 
	An event celebrating the exhibition will be held in January 2026. Please visit the website for more details. 
	1 December 2025 – 27 March 2026 
	Tower Hamlets Local History Library & Archives 
	First floor 
	277 Bancroft Road, London E1 4DQ 
	Nearest tubes: Stepney Green and Mile End 
	www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history 
	www.ideastore.co.uk/local-history 

	Figure
	Tom Lyddon will be exhibiting at the Tower Hamlets Local History Library and Archive 
	Month long film exhibition 
	News in brief 
	News in brief 
	For the first time in the Film London Jarman Award’s eighteen-year history, Whitechapel Gallery is hosting a month-long exhibition of films by all six shortlisted artists. 
	Featuring work by Arwa Aburawa and Turab Shah, Karimah Ashadu, Onyeka Igwe, Hope Strickland, Morgan Quaintance and George Finlay Ramsay, the exhibition will offer audiences the chance to explore an extraordinary range of boundary-pushing moving image work. 
	On until 14 December,  the exhibition represents the culmination of a nationwide tour of the shortlisted artists’ work. 
	The Film London Jarman Award is presented by Film London through the support of Arts Council England in association with Whitechapel Gallery. 
	The award recognises and supports artists working with moving image and celebrates 
	The award recognises and supports artists working with moving image and celebrates 
	the spirit of experimentation, imagination and innovation in the work of UK-based artist filmmakers. The Award is inspired by visionary filmmaker Derek Jarman. 


	On Thursday 11 December, from 6.30pm to 8pm, Whitechapel Gallery will hold an evening event celebrating the work of the winner of this year’s Film London Jarman Award. 
	Entry to the exhibition is free. 
	Entry to the exhibition is free. 

	Visit for further information. 
	whitechapelgallery.org 

	Holocaust Memorial Day 
	Holocaust Memorial Day 
	Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) takes place on 27 January each year as an important reminder of how we can learn from the Holocaust and more recent genocides for a better future. 
	A series of events will take place in the borough from 25 to 28 January. 
	The theme for HMD in 2026, 'Bridging Generations', is a call to action. It is a reminder that the responsibility of remembrance doesn't end with the survivors - it lives on through their children, their grandchildren and through all of us. 
	This theme encourages us all to engage actively with the past. By doing so, we build a bridge between memory and action, between history and hope for the future. 
	For further information visit 
	www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/HMD 

	Festive Winter Adventure 
	Santa, singing, a ‘sleigh-off’ and stalls are some of the exciting activities coming to Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park this December, as part of a brand-new festive programme called Winter Adventure. 
	From 6pm every evening, a different park venue opens its doors and unlocks a special, free activity for visitors to experience. Expect a mix of music, food, art, performance and sport. 
	All activities are free to enter. 
	Visit www. / whats-on/winter-adventure 
	queenelizabetholympicpark.co.uk

	Festive hunt on the Docklands Light Railway 
	Search for 10 snowflakes at 10 stations between 15 December and 2 January to win a special prize. 
	The hunt is organised by The Docklands Light Railway and participating stations include Tower Gateway, West India Quay, Canary Wharf, Island Gardens and Mudchute. 
	Claim your prize from the information centre at London City Airport or Tower Gateway. 
	Participate for free by downloading the Actionbound app. Full terms and conditions are available within the app. 

	Support Women's History Month 
	A diverse programme of exhibitions 
	and events will take place across 
	East London to mark Women’s 
	History Month. 
	The programme will celebrate 
	The programme will celebrate 

	the work of women artists, activists, 
	writers, performers, community 
	groups and organisations. 
	If you are planning a relevant 
	If you are planning a relevant 

	exhibition, performance, event or 
	workshop during March 2026, 
	there is an opportunity to include 
	your activities in the Women’s 
	History Month programme 
	which will be widely promoted. 
	Participation is free. 
	The programme will also include 
	The programme will also include 

	events celebrating International 
	Women’s Day on 8 March 2026 
	and International Women’s Week 
	2 - 8 March 2026. 
	The deadline for submission is 12 
	The deadline for submission is 12 

	January 2026.  
	For more information contact 
	For more information contact 

	Maggie Pinhorn at info@ 
	or 07852 
	alternativearts.co.uk 

	372362, or visit . 
	www.alternativearts

	org.uk 
	Separately, the council’s arts and 
	Separately, the council’s arts and 

	events team will be hosting its 
	third annual exhibition to celebrate 
	the talent and creativity of women 
	in Tower Hamlets for Women's 
	History Month. 
	The exhibition will be on show 
	The exhibition will be on show 

	at The Brady Arts Centre in 
	Whitechapel throughout March. 
	This is an open call for artwork 
	This is an open call for artwork 

	from women of all ages who live, 
	work or study in Tower Hamlets. 
	You don’t need to be a professional 
	You don’t need to be a professional 

	artist or designer-maker or to have we want to hear from you. The deadline for online 
	exhibited before. You must live, work or study submission is 5pm on Friday 16 
	If you enjoy drawing, painting, in Tower Hamlets, and your January 2026. 
	printmaking, working with textiles, submitted work must be ready to For more information visit www. 
	Figure
	Credit: Takaiya McGhie 
	Credit: Takaiya McGhie 


	Baish Kadir has previously media works which depict a vibrant exhibited in Bangladesh, India and variety of cityscapes across Tower 

	Classes 
	Classes 
	here in London. This is his 16th solo Hamlets are on display. 

	Events 
	Events 
	Urban Makers Christmas Market 
	Urban Makers Christmas Market 
	This festive market returns for the 10th year, featuring an array of sustainable and ethical products crafted by talented designers. Urban Makers will welcome 50 different designers each day, showcasing a variety of unique and handcrafted items, including Christmas gifts and decorations, homewares, jewellery, art, candles, clothing, accessories and more. Urban Makers Feast will also be on hand with a selection of festive food and drink. 
	Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 December (11am-5pm daily) The Ecology Pavilion, Mile End Park, Grove Road, E3 5TW Free entry urbanmakers.co.uk/christmasmarket-mile-end-ecology-pavilion/ 
	-

	Figure
	Urban Makers 
	Urban Makers 



	East End History Club for families 
	East End History Club for families 
	Parents or carers of children under the age of five  are invited to join monthly 'stay and play' sessions. Bring your little one, meet other parents over a cuppa and browse some local history materials selected in advance by engagement and learning officers from the archive. Drop in - no booking required. 
	6 February and 6 March (1011.30am) Tower Hamlets Local History Library & Archives, 277 Bancroft Road, Mile End, E1 4DQ 
	-

	Exhibitions 

	Save The Children 
	Save The Children 
	Artist Baish Kabir’s new paper painting artworks will be exhibited as part of a solo art exhibition. The art form Paper Painting is the result of nearly three decades of research and creation. These artworks are created on paper using paper on paper powerful synthetic resin adhesive, and other materials—designed to ensure durability and quality. 
	exhibition. 
	5 December to 31 January (Monday – Friday 9am – 7pm; Saturday 10am – 4pm) Closed from 25 December to 5 January Brady Arts and Community Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, Whitechapel E1 
	Figure
	Save the Children 
	Save the Children 



	THAT Network Annual Art Exhibition 
	THAT Network Annual Art Exhibition 
	This annual exhibition showcases the creativity of students across schools and colleges in Tower Hamlets. Work ranges from key stage 2 up to A level from a variety of disciplines such as drawing, textiles, graphic communication, photography, ceramics, mixed media and painting. 
	Free 3 to 12 February (11am – 6pm daily, closing 3pm on the last day) The Art Pavilion, Mile End Park, Clinton Road, E3 4QY . 
	www.thatnetworklondon
	wordpress.com 

	Figure
	THAT network 
	THAT network 



	LGBTQ+ History Month Exhibition 
	LGBTQ+ History Month Exhibition 
	An exhibition celebrating London’s LGBTQ+ Community. Co-curated by Atalanta Kernick, artist, librarian and activist. 
	6 February to 28 February (Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Saturday 10am-4pm) Brady Arts and Community Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, Whitechapel E1 5HU 

	Tom Lyddon's East End cityscapes 
	Tom Lyddon's East End cityscapes 
	A small exhibition of local artist Tom Lyddon’s artworks which he recently deposited with Tower Hamlets Local History Library & Archives. A selection of mixed-
	Until 27 March Tower Hamlets Local History Library & Archives, 277 Bancroft Road, Mile End, E1 4DQ 

	Gabriel Chaile 
	Gabriel Chaile 
	The 2026 Whitechapel Gallery annual commission is by the Argentinian and Lisbon-based artist Gabriel Chaile (b. 1985, San Miguel de Tucumán, Argentina). The commission marks Chaile’s first major London institutional solo show following his shortlisting for the Fourth Plinth (2024) and an earlier presentation at Studio Voltaire (2023). Community and collaboration are central to his work, which draws on pre-Hispanic traditions and often centres around food as a unifying element – one that fosters new meanings
	Free 1 April – 13 September Whitechapel Gallery, 77-82 Whitechapel High St, E1 7QX 
	whitechapelgallery.org 


	By Appointment Only: Romani art, culture & heritage 
	By Appointment Only: Romani art, culture & heritage 
	This new display showcases works by British Romani artists Corrina Eastwood, Dan Turner and Turner prize-winner Delaine Le Bas, exploring identity, heritage and Romani visual activism. Co-curated with artist Corrina Eastwood, By Appointment Only highlights the Romani communities’ contribution to British society, challenging stereotypes, and offering an invitation to foster better understanding and connection. 
	Free Until 31 January 2027 (10am – 5pm daily, closed 24, 25 & 26 Dec) London Museum Docklands, No. 1 Warehouse, West India Quay, E14 4AL 
	Figure
	Romani art 
	Romani art 



	Explore: Spring Art and Design Programme 2026 
	Explore: Spring Art and Design Programme 2026 
	These free programmes, run by A Team Arts Education, are for young people aged 11-19 who are interested in art and design, as well those who are curious and wanting to explore new ideas, processes and techniques. All programmes are free for young people who live, work or study in Tower Hamlets. Advance registration is required. Contact  or 07956 377537 
	ateamartseducation@gmail.com

	Creative Studio: 17 January to 21 March (Saturdays, 11am-3.30pm) Craft Skill induction: 17 to 20 February (Half Term, 11am-5pm) Portfolio Development for young people in years 12 and 13 wanting to prepare for Foundation and BA Level studies: 23 January to 27 February (Fridays, 4-6.30pm) Brady Arts and Community Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, Whitechapel E1 5HU. 
	Figure
	A Team Arts Education 
	A Team Arts Education 


	Art4U2 Art classes 
	Mixed media art workshops where you will be using oil painting, printmaking, collage, watercolours, pastels and acrylics. Do your own thing or join in with techniques demonstrated. Students will have the opportunity to exhibit their work in local cafes and galleries. 
	Classes cost £8 (cash) and you can drop-in or sign-up in advance by email at ginnyhawke5@hotmail. co.uk 7 January to 25 March (Every Wednesday in January and March, 1.30 – 3.30pm). Brady Arts and Community Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, Whitechapel E1 5HU. 
	Sect
	Figure
	Art 4 U2 
	Art 4 U2 



	Employer-led learning beyond the classroom REGISTER TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
	OPEN EVENINGS THURSDAY 15 JANUARY 2026 THURSDAY 26 MARCH 2026 
	TH
	TH

	4:30PM-6:30PM 
	Year 10 and Year 12 ◆ Outstanding results ◆ Progression to top universities ◆ Unique specialist facilities ◆ Support from leading employers ◆ Access to the Mulberry STEM Academy and the Mulberry Production Arts Academy Our industry partners: g 64 Parnell Road London E3 2RU A 0203 137 7024 m info@mulberryutc.org mulberry_UTC MulberryUTC www.mulberryutc.org The school is successful in preparing pupils with the skills and knowledge they need to enter the world of work. A rich programme of enrichment that runs 
	SCAN ME 
	SCAN ME 
	Figure
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	Figure
	THERE ARE 45 COUNCILLORS IN 20 WARDS: 22 ASPIRE, 16 LABOUR PARTY, 1 GREEN, 1 CONSERVAT 
	Figure
	KNOW YOUR 
	COUNCIL 
	BETHNAL GREEN EAST 
	BETHNAL GREEN EAST 
	Sirajul Islam (Labour) 
	Figure

	cllr.sirajul.islam@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07931 708 308 
	Ahmodul Kabir (Aspire) 
	Figure

	ahmodul. uk 
	kabir@towerhamlets.gov. 

	Rebaka Sultana (Labour) rebaka.sultana@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07808 275552 
	Figure

	BROMLEY 

	CANARY WHARF ISLAND NORTH 
	Figure
	BROMLEY SOUTH Bodrul Choudhury (Aspire) bodrul.choudhury@ towerhamlets.gov.uk Shubo Hussain (Labour) shubo.hussain@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07539 225660 

	GARDENS 
	GARDENS 
	Saif 

	Saied 
	Figure

	Mufeedah 
	Mufeedah 
	Figure
	Figure

	Uddin 
	Ahmed 
	Bustin 

	Khaled 
	Khaled 

	(Aspire) 
	(Aspire) 
	(Labour) 

	(Independent) 
	(Independent) 

	saied.ahmed@ mufeedah.bustin@ gov.uk 
	. 
	. 
	saif.khaled@towerhamlets


	towerhamlets.gov.uk towerhamlets.gov.uk 07759 905377 
	Maium Mannan 
	Figure
	Figure

	Abdul 
	Abdul 

	Peter Golds 
	Figure
	Figure

	Talukdar 
	(Conservative) 
	(Aspire)
	(Aspire)
	(Aspire) 

	abdul.mannan@ 
	abdul.mannan@ 

	maium.talukdar@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 
	towerhamlets.gov.uk councillorpetergolds@ 07956 436642 
	07983 798791 020 7364 4830 
	gmail.com 

	BOW WEST Asma Begum (Labour) cllr.asmak.begum@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07946 292712 Nathalie Bienfait (Green) nathalie.bienfait@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07414 154959 
	BOW WEST Asma Begum (Labour) cllr.asmak.begum@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07946 292712 Nathalie Bienfait (Green) nathalie.bienfait@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07414 154959 
	LANSBURY 
	Ohid Ahmed (Independent) 
	Figure

	ohid.ahmed@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07984 424 913 
	Jahed Choudhury (Independent) jahed.choudhury@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07782 259443 
	Figure

	Iqbal Hossain (Aspire) iqbal.hossain@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 
	Figure
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	BETHNAL GREEN WEST 
	Musthak Ahmed (Aspire) 
	Figure

	musthak.ahmed@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07723 622204 
	Abu Chowdhury (Aspire) abu.chowdhury@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07951 125543 
	Figure

	Amin Rahman (Aspire) amin.rahman@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07949 006520 
	Figure

	BLACKWALL & CUBITT TOWN 
	Ahmodur Khan (Aspire) 
	Figure

	ahmodur.khan@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 
	Abdul Malik (Aspire) 
	Figure

	abdul.malik3@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 
	Bellal Uddin (Aspire) bellal.uddin@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 
	Figure

	BOW EAST 
	BOW EAST 

	Amina Ali (Labour) 
	Figure

	. gov.uk Abdi Mohamed (Labour) 
	amina.ali@towerhamlets
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	Figure

	Marc Francis (Labour) 
	cllr.marc. francis@ towerhamlets. gov.uk 
	Figure

	07973 815272 
	07973 815272 

	Figure
	IVE, 5 INDEPENDENT 
	The members of the Cabinet are: 
	Tower Hamlets Council has a system of governance in which the elected mayor, Lutfur Rahman (Aspire, right), has personal responsibility and executive powers. Mayor Rahman is responsible for determining and delivering a wide range of policies and priorities. He is advised by his cabinet of councillors and by council officers. 
	LIMEHOUSE 
	LIMEHOUSE 
	Figure
	James King (Labour) 
	. gov.uk 07736 371160 
	james.king@towerhamlets


	ST DUNSTAN'S Maisha Begum (Labour) maisha.begum@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07535 288572 Ayas Miah (Independent) cllr.ayas.miah@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07961 566066 
	MILE END 
	Leelu Ahmed (Labour) 
	Figure

	leelu.ahmed@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 
	Mohammad Chowdhury (Labour) 
	Figure

	mohammad.chowdhury@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07877 471838 
	Sabina Khan (Aspire) 
	Figure

	sabina.khan@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 
	ST KATHERINE'S & WAPPING 
	Amy Lee (Labour) 
	Figure

	. gov.uk 07845 708627 
	amy.lee@towerhamlets

	Abdal Ullah (Labour) . gov.uk 07956 124264 
	Figure
	abdal.ullah@towerhamlets

	Cllr Maium Talukdar, Statutory Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Education, Youth and Lifelong Learning Cllr Saied Ahmed, Resources and the Cost of Living Cllr Kabir Ahmed, Regeneration, Inclusive Development and Housebuilding Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury, Safer Communities Cllr Shafi Ahmed, Environment and the Climate Emergency Cllr Sabina Akhtar, Health, Wellbeing and Social Care Cllr Musthak Ahmed, Jobs, Enterprise, Skills and Growth Cllr Bodrul Choudhury, Customer Services, Equalities and Social Inclusion
	Cllr Kamrul Hussain, Culture and Recreation 
	POPLAR 
	POPLAR 
	Figure

	Gulam Kibria Choudhury (Aspire) 
	gulam.k.choudhury@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07846 659941 
	STEPNEY GREEN Sabina Akhtar (Aspire) sabina.akhtar@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07961 792965 Abdul Wahid (Aspire) abdul.wahid@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07383 458289 
	SHADWELL Ana Miah (Aspire) ana.miah@towerhamlets. gov.uk Harun Miah (Aspire) harunmiahcllr@outlook. com 07949 051 295 
	WEAVERS 
	WEAVERS 
	Kabir Ahmed (Aspire) 
	Figure

	kabir.ahmed2@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07572 609 549 

	Asma Islam (Labour) . gov.uk 07538 325176 
	Figure
	asma.islam@towerhamlets

	SPITALFIELDS & BANGLATOWN 
	SPITALFIELDS & BANGLATOWN 
	Figure
	Suluk Ahmed (Aspire) 
	suluk.ahmed@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07956 830783 
	Figure
	Kabir Hussain (Independent) 
	kabir.hussain@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07828 424124 
	WHITECHAPEL 
	Figure
	Faroque Ahmed (Labour) 
	faroque.ahmed@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07956 972328 
	Shafi Ahmed (Aspire) 
	Figure

	shafi.ahmed@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 07956 959764 
	Kamrul Hussain (Aspire) 
	kamrul. 
	Figure

	hussain@ towerhamlets.gov.uk 
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	UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm KvDwÝj evwm›`v‡`i wbivcËv wbwðZ Ki‡Z bZyb 24/7 jvBf GGmwe nUjvBb Pvjy K‡i‡Q| GLb †_‡K evwm›`viv †h‡Kv‡bv mgq mgvR-we‡ivax AvPiY (GGmwe) m¤ú‡K wi‡cvU© Ki‡Z cvi‡eb, Ges cª‡qvR‡b KvDwÝ‡ji w_Im (Gb‡dvm©‡g›U Awdmvi) Zvr¶wYK c`‡¶c †b‡eb| wi‡cvU©‡hvM¨ GGmwe NUbvt -cªKv‡k¨ gv`K/A¨vj‡Kvnj ev bvBUªvm A·vBW e¨envi -ivd w¯øwcs -hvbevnb msµvšÍ weiw³ -‡hŠb mswkøó Kvh©Kjvc -`je× ˆn‰P, wPrKvi-‡PuPv‡gwP, Akvjxb fvlv ev D”P k‡ã Mvb -kãRwbZ weiw³ jvBf NUbv A_©vr hLb †Kvb NUbv NU‡Q, ZLb ‡dvb Kiæbt 020 7364 2332
	GB kx‡Z GKv †eva Ki‡eb bv 
	eQ‡i, 750 Rb bZyb cÂv‡kva© Òïay n¨v‡jv ejybÓ 
	Don't be lonely this winter: Just Say Hello – p 8 
	Z…Zxq eQ‡ii g‡Zv GeviI UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm KvDwÝj Zvi kxZKvjxb cÖPviYv ÒJust Say HelloÓ ïiæ K‡i‡Q| GB eQiwUi †dvKvm n‡”Q 50 ev Z‡`va© eqmx‡`i Dci, hv‡`i g‡a¨ cªvq 50,000 Rb mvgvwRK wew”QbœZvi m¤§yLxb| 
	mvgvwRKfv‡e wew”Qbœ Ges `ye©j evwm›`v‡`i mvgvwRK Kvh©µ‡g AskMªn‡Y DrmvwnZ Ki‡Z KvDwÝj cuvPwU †¯^”Qv‡mex ms¯’vi mv‡_ hy³ n‡q KvR Ki‡Q, †m¸wj n‡jvt GR BD‡K B÷, Uqbex nj, †m›U wnìvm, my›`wiqvj A¨vU wcewW Ges †bBeim& Bb& ccjvi| MZ 
	mvgvwRKfv‡e wew”Qbœ Ges `ye©j evwm›`v‡`i mvgvwRK Kvh©µ‡g AskMªn‡Y DrmvwnZ Ki‡Z KvDwÝj cuvPwU †¯^”Qv‡mex ms¯’vi mv‡_ hy³ n‡q KvR Ki‡Q, †m¸wj n‡jvt GR BD‡K B÷, Uqbex nj, †m›U wnìvm, my›`wiqvj A¨vU wcewW Ges †bBeim& Bb& ccjvi| MZ 
	eqmx evwm›`v m`m¨ n‡q‡Qb Ges Zviv webvg~‡j¨ ev Kg Li‡P mvgvwRK I my¯’Zv Kvh©µ‡gi myweav †fvM Ki‡Qb| 

	D‡jøL¨, GKvKxZ¡ ¸iæZi ¯^v¯’¨SyuwKi KviY n‡Z cv‡i| GwU 29% nvU© †ivM, 32% 
	D‡jøL¨, GKvKxZ¡ ¸iæZi ¯^v¯’¨SyuwKi KviY n‡Z cv‡i| GwU 29% nvU© †ivM, 32% 
	†÷ªvK Ges 25% wW‡gbwkqvi SyuwK e„w× Ki‡Z cv‡i| GKvKxZ¡ gvbwmK ¯^v¯’¨‡KI cªfvweZ K‡i, hvi d‡j welYœZv I D‡Ø‡Mi gvÎv e„w× cvq| 
	KvDwÝj 2017 mv‡j Kv‡b± 
	‡Kvqvwjkb MVb K‡i, hvi gva¨‡g GK‡Î KvR K‡i GB mgm¨v †gvKvwejv Kiv nq| dj¯^iƒc, Iqvg© nv‡ei 40 Rb 
	†¯^”Qv‡meK‡K cªwk¶Y †`Iqv n‡q‡Q, hv‡Z Zviv evwm›`v‡`i mvgvwRK I my¯’Zv Kvh©µ‡gi Rb¨ Dchy³ civgk© w`‡Z cv‡i| 
	UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm wmwfK A¨vIqvW©m 2026-Gi Rb¨ g‡bvbqb cvVvb 
	Nominations open for Civic Awards – p 29 
	UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm wmwfK A¨vIqvW©m n‡jv Avgv‡`i GjvKvi †mB we‡kl my‡hvM 
	†hLv‡b
	†hLv‡b
	†hLv‡b
	†hLv‡b
	 Avgiv ¯’vbxq Avbmvs wn‡ivR, A_©vr hviv cÖPv‡ii Av‡jvq bv †_‡K wbi‡e Avgv‡`i KwgDwbwU‡K DbœZ Ki‡Z wbijmfv‡e KvR K‡i hv‡”Qb, Zv‡`i cªwZ Avgiv K…ZÁZv cªKvk Ki‡Z cvwi| 

	2026 mv‡ji wmwfK A¨vIqvW©m-Gi Rb¨ g‡bvbqb GLb Db¥y³, ZvB Avcbvi Kv‡Q 

	†hvM¨‡`i
	†hvM¨‡`i
	 bvg Rgv w`b| GB cyi¯‹vi Zv‡`i m¤§vb Rvbv‡e hviv wb‡R‡`i mgq I kªg DrmM© K‡i UvIqvi n¨vg‡jU‡mi gvby‡li Rxeb‡K my›`i I mg„× Ki‡Z KvR Ki‡Qb| g‡bvbqb Rgv †`Iqvi †kl ZvwiL eyaevi, 31 wW‡m¤^i 2025| 


	KvDwÝ‡ji w¯úKvi, KvDwÝji myjyK Avn‡g‡`i mfvcwZ‡Z¡ GKwU me© `jxq c¨v‡bj weRqx‡`i evQvB Ki‡e| GB c¨v‡b‡j KwgDwbwUi cªwZwbwaivI _vK‡eb| 
	AviI Rvb‡Z Ges g‡bvbqb Rgv w`‡Z wfwRU Kiæbt . gov.uk/civicawards 
	www.towerhamlets


	AvBqye Avjx gv÷vi‡K m¤§vb Rvwb‡q wµwðqvb w÷ª‡U ¯§viK djK D‡b¥vPb 
	People's Plaque for Bengali pioneer unveiled – page 29 
	Figure
	Cllr Kamrul Hussain unveils the memorial plaque with Ayub Ali Master’s great-granddaughter Parul Hussain and community members. 
	Cllr Kamrul Hussain unveils the memorial plaque with Ayub Ali Master’s great-granddaughter Parul Hussain and community members. 


	UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm KvDwÝj weªwUk evOvwj BwZnv‡mi cw_K„r AvBqye Avjx gv÷vi‡K m¤§vb Rvwb‡q 3 b‡f¤^i wµwðqvb w÷ª‡U ¯§viK djK D‡b¥vPb K‡i‡Q| djKwU †mB ¯’v‡bi Kv‡Q ¯’vcb Kiv n‡q‡Q, †hLv‡b wZwb 1943 mv‡j kvn Avãyj gwR` †Kv‡iwki m‡½ BwÛqvb wm‡gbÕm I‡qj‡dqvi wjM-Gi Awdm Pvjv‡Zb| 
	1880 mv‡j wm‡j‡U Rb¥ †bIqv AvBqye Avjx gv÷vi 1920-Gi `k‡K c~e© jÛ‡b `w¶Y Gkxq bvweK I Awfevmx‡`i mnvqZv K‡iwQ‡jb| Kgvwk©qvj w÷ª‡U Zvi Pvjv‡bv kvn Rvjvj 
	†i÷y‡i›U 
	†i÷y‡i›U 
	†i÷y‡i›U 
	Ges 13 m¨vwÛm 

	†iv-‡Z 
	†iv-‡Z 
	Aew¯’Z Zvi evmv evOvwj bvweK‡`i Rb¨ wbivc` Avkªq 


	I mnvqZvi †K›`ª wQj| 1943 mv‡j wZwb BwÛqvb wm‡gbÕm I‡qj‡dqvi jxM cªwZôv K‡i GB mnvqZv‡K AvbyôvwbK iƒc †`b| 
	I mnvqZvi †K›`ª wQj| 1943 mv‡j wZwb BwÛqvb wm‡gbÕm I‡qj‡dqvi jxM cªwZôv K‡i GB mnvqZv‡K AvbyôvwbK iƒc †`b| 
	djK ¯’vcb Kg©m~wP UvIqvi n¨vg‡jU‡mi Òwccjm& cø¨vKm& w¯‹gÓ-Gi Ask| GB cªK‡í ¯’vbxq ¸iæZ¡c~Y© e¨w³, ¯’vb I NUbv ¯§i‡Y djK ¯’vcb Kiv nq| AvBqye Avjx gv÷vi m‡e©v”P †fvU †c‡q wbe©vwPZ nb| Av‡Mi djK¸‡jvi g‡a¨ i‡q‡Qb ZvmvÏyK Avn‡g`, gvR© wnDmb, wb‡Kvjvm Kvj‡ccvi, Uwg d¬vIqvm©, mIqveyjøvn gybwk I K¬viv Mªv›U| 
	D‡b¥vPb Abyôv‡b Dcw¯’Z wQ‡jb Zvi cª‡cŠÎx cviæj û‡mBb, ‡Kwe‡bU †g¤^vi di KvjPvi KvDwÝji Kvgiæj 

	WªvM †¯‹vqvW gv`Kvmw³ I 
	Aciva †gvKvwejvq we‡kl `j 
	UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm KvDwÝj 
	UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm KvDwÝj 
	†`‡ki 
	†`‡ki 
	†`‡ki 
	cª_g cªwZôvb wn‡m‡e GKwU we‡kl ÒWªvM †¯‹vqvWÓ MVb K‡i‡Q, hv gv`Kvmw³ I mswkøó AmvgvwRK AvPiY 

	†gvKvwejv
	†gvKvwejv
	†gvKvwejv
	 Ki‡e| 

	Gi Av‡M GKwU mdj cvBjU cÖKí cªgvY K‡i‡Q 

	†h, 
	†h, 
	GB we‡kl `j j¶¨wfwËK e¨e¯’v I mn‡hvwMZvi gva¨‡g 



	gv`KmsµvšÍ mgm¨v mgvav‡b Kvh©Ki| `yB gv‡mi cvBjU cÖ‡R± PjvKvjxb, †¯‹vqvW 50,000 cvD‡Ûi WªvM Rã K‡i‡Q, GKwU gv`K MªnYKvix GjvKv cwi®‹vi K‡i‡Q Ges `ye©j evwm›`v‡`i mnvqZv cª`vb K‡i‡Q| 
	GB 7 m`m¨ wewkó `j cª_gev‡ii g‡Zv Ggb g‡Wj 
	†` q| 50 Rb kxl©¯’vbxq Acivaxi ZvwjKv ˆZwi K‡i Zv‡`i AvPiY ch©‡e¶Y I mgvavb Kiv n‡”Q| 
	†` q| 50 Rb kxl©¯’vbxq Acivaxi ZvwjKv ˆZwi K‡i Zv‡`i AvPiY ch©‡e¶Y I mgvavb Kiv n‡”Q| 
	Gw·wKDwUf †gqi jyrdzi ingvb e‡jb, ÒAvwg Mwe©Z †h Avgiv †`‡ki cª_g KvDwÝj wn‡m‡e GB we‡kl `j ˆZwi K‡iwQ| GwU Ab¨ KvDwÝ‡ji Rb¨ D`vniY ˆZwi Ki‡e|Ó 

	e¨envi Ki‡Q, hv ïay ¯’vb bq - mswkøó e¨w³i Dci g‡bv‡hvM 
	Tackling drug misuse and crime with specialist squad – page 12 
	Sect
	Figure
	†nv‡mBb, ¯^vaxbZv Uªv‡÷i m`m¨ I ¯’vbxq KwgDwbwUi cªwZwbwaiv| cviæj û‡mBb e‡jb, Ò`v`y cª_g evOvwj Awfevmx‡`i GKRb cw_K„r wQ‡jb, whwb Bs‡iwR I evsjvq `¶Zv e¨envi K‡i A‡bK‡K mnvqZv K‡iwQ‡jb|Ó 
	djKwU mivmwi †`L‡Z PvB‡j wµwðqvb w÷ªU, †WªI‡qU nvD‡Ri cv‡k, jÛb B1 1AviwU-G †h‡Z n‡e| 
	Figure
	kxZKv‡j meviRb¨ wbivc` ¯’vb Warm Hubs ensure no-one is left in the cold this winter – p7 UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm Ry‡o Iqvg© nve¸‡jv GB kxZKv‡j nvRvi nvRvi evwm›`v‡K ¯^vMZ Rvbv‡”Q| G¸‡jv‡Z gvbyl N‡i kxZ D‡c¶v K‡i wbivc`fv‡e mgq KvUv‡Z, mvgvwRK †hvMv‡hvM eRvq ivL‡Z Ges M¨vm-we`y¨Z wej Kgv‡Z cv‡ib| KvDwÝ‡ji AvBwWqv †÷vi Ges jvB‡eªwi‡Z Aew¯’Z nve¸‡jv b‡f¤^i gv‡m 
	†Lvjv n‡q‡Q Ges gvP© ch©šÍ Pj‡e| GLv‡b webvg~‡j¨ Mig Pv I ¯œ¨v· mieivn Kiv nq, hv‡Z evwm›`v‡`i ÒwnwUs wKsev LvIqvÓ GB KwVb wm×všÍ wb‡Z bv nq| 
	wfwRUiiv nve¸‡jv‡Z mvgvwRK †hvMv‡hvM eRvq ivLvi cvkvcvwk `xN©‡gqvw` mnvqZvi Rb¨ civgk©I MªnY Ki‡Z cv‡ib| KvDwÝ‡ji Cost of Living Help I‡qe‡c‡R `vq-‡`bvi e¨e¯’vcbv, evwoi wej, ¯‹yj BDwbdg©, wkïcvjb LiP, PvKwi †LvuRv Ges AviI A‡bK wel‡qi Z_¨ cvIqv hvq| 
	wfwRUiiv nve¸‡jv‡Z mvgvwRK †hvMv‡hvM eRvq ivLvi cvkvcvwk `xN©‡gqvw` mnvqZvi Rb¨ civgk©I MªnY Ki‡Z cv‡ib| KvDwÝ‡ji Cost of Living Help I‡qe‡c‡R `vq-‡`bvi e¨e¯’vcbv, evwoi wej, ¯‹yj BDwbdg©, wkïcvjb LiP, PvKwi †LvuRv Ges AviI A‡bK wel‡qi Z_¨ cvIqv hvq| 
	wjw_qvg-Avqb e¨vUvwii Kvi‡Y eR¨© UªvK I wimvBwK¬s mvB‡U Av¸‡bi SyuwK Kgv‡bvi Rb¨ Rbm‡PZbZv evov‡Z bZyb ÒwWm‡cvR †mBdÓ K¨v‡¤úBb 


	UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm KvDwÝj kxZKv‡j N‡i wPwZcov ev QÎvK (‡gŠì) cªwZ‡iv‡a bZyb K¨v‡¤úBb Ò‡eªK `¨v †gŠìÓ ïiæ K‡i‡Q| Av`ª©Zv evo‡j †QvU AvKv‡ii QÎvK `ªæZ Qwo‡q c‡o, hv ¯^v‡¯’¨i SyuwK, we‡klZ A¨vRgv ev k¦vmKóRwbZ mgm¨vi m„wó Ki‡Z cv‡i| KvDwÝj evwm›`v‡`i Av`ª©Zv Kgv‡Z I N‡ii wfZi evqy PjvPj wbwðZ Ki‡Z civgk© w`‡”Q| Gme civg‡k©i g‡a¨ i‡q‡Qt Kvco ïKv‡bvi mgq Rvbvjv †Lvjv ivLv, ivbœvi mgq XvKbv e¨envi Kiv, Ges cªwZw`b Rvbvjvq R‡g _vKv cvwb gy‡Q †djv| N‡ii ZvcgvÎv 18-21 wWMÖx †mjwmqv‡m ivLv QÎvK cªwZ‡iv‡a mnvqK| wPwZcov 
	ÔwWm‡cvR †mBdÕ- e¨vUvwi 
	ÔwWm‡cvR †mBdÕ- e¨vUvwi 
	†djyb wbivc‡` 
	Tower Hamlets launches ‘Dispose Safe’ - p21 


	Gwb‡gkb wfwWIwU †`L‡Z Dc‡ii QR †KvW ¯‹¨vb Kiæb| 
	Pvjy K‡i‡Q UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm KvDwÝj| M„n¯’vwj e‡R¨©i m‡½ e¨vUvwi ‡dj‡j Zv AveR©bv Uªv‡Ki †fZ‡i µvk ev Pvcv c‡o we‡ùviY NU‡Z cv‡i, hv Kg©x‡`i Rb¨ †hgb wec¾bK, †Zgwb Gi d‡j eR¨© msMªn Kvh©µg e¨vnZ nq| MZ eQ‡i Avgv‡`i GB e‡ivq 23wU Av¸‡bi NUbv N‡U‡Q, hvi 9wUB N‡U eR¨© Uªv‡K| RvZxqfv‡e G ai‡bi Av¸‡bi 
	Pvjy K‡i‡Q UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm KvDwÝj| M„n¯’vwj e‡R¨©i m‡½ e¨vUvwi ‡dj‡j Zv AveR©bv Uªv‡Ki †fZ‡i µvk ev Pvcv c‡o we‡ùviY NU‡Z cv‡i, hv Kg©x‡`i Rb¨ †hgb wec¾bK, †Zgwb Gi d‡j eR¨© msMªn Kvh©µg e¨vnZ nq| MZ eQ‡i Avgv‡`i GB e‡ivq 23wU Av¸‡bi NUbv N‡U‡Q, hvi 9wUB N‡U eR¨© Uªv‡K| RvZxqfv‡e G ai‡bi Av¸‡bi 
	msL¨v eQ‡i 1,200-Gi †ewk| 

	K¨v‡¤úB‡bi ¸iæZ¡c~Y© Ask n‡”Q GKwU A¨vwb‡g‡UW wfwWI, ‡hLv‡b †`Lv‡bv n‡q‡Q wKfv‡e e¨vUvwi †_‡K Av¸b ai‡Z cv‡i Ges wKfv‡e Zv wbivc‡` wWm‡cvR Ki‡Z nq| evwm›`v‡`i Rb¨ wb‡`©kbvt -e¨vUvwi ev B‡jKUªwbK wRwbm 
	KL‡bv M„n¯’vwj eR¨© ev 
	wimvBwK¬s e¨v‡M †dj‡eb bv| -‡QvU e¨vUvwi mycvigv‡K©U ev 
	†`vKv‡b _vKv wimvBwK¬s we‡b w`b| 
	-eo e¨vUvwi (B-evBK, B-¯‹yUvi) wimvBwK¬s †m›Uv‡i wbb| 
	-dy‡j hvIqv ev Mig e¨vUvwievB‡i cøvw÷K cv‡Î ivLyb| 
	e¨vUvwi †_‡K ïiæ nIqv Av¸b wbfv‡Z mgq I LiP 
	†ewk Ges eR©¨ msMÖn wewNœZ nq| KvDwÝj e‡ivi me evwm›`v, I e¨emv cªwZôvb‡K KvDwÝ‡ji GB K¨v‡¤úBb‡K mg_©‡bi AvnŸvb Rvwb‡q‡Q| we¯ÍvwiZ Z_¨ Rvb‡Z wfwRU Kiæbt 
	. gov.uk/dispose-safe 
	. gov.uk/dispose-safe 
	www.towerhamlets


	bZyb nvDwRs †nvqvUmA¨vc P¨v‡bj housing WhatsApp channel – p11 
	bZyb nvDwRs †nvqvUmA¨vc P¨v‡bj housing WhatsApp channel – p11 
	bZyb nvDwRs †nvqvUmA¨vc P¨v‡bj housing WhatsApp channel – p11 

	U¨v‡b›U Ges wjR‡nvìvi‡`i †Kv‡bv Mªæc P¨vU n‡e bv| mvBb Rb¨ bZyb †nvqvUmA¨vc P¨v‡bj Avc Ki‡Z, wb‡Pi wKDAvi Pvjy n‡q‡Q, hv Avcbvi evwo †KvWwU †dv‡bi K¨v‡giv w`‡q I ‡bBeviûW A_©vr Avcbvi ¯‹¨vb K‡i ÒJoinÓ wK¬K GjvKvi Lei `ªæZ I mn‡R Kiæb| Rvbv‡e| evwm›`v‡`i Rwic I †dvKvm Mªæ‡ci wdWe¨vK n‡”Q, U¨v‡b›Uiv nvDwRs m¤úwK©Z msev` ‡c‡Z AvMÖnx Ges †nvqvUmA¨vc Zv‡`i wcªq gva¨g| P¨v‡b‡j mvBb Avc Ki‡j cªwZ mßv‡n Avc‡WU cv‡eb - ‡Kv‡bv ¯úvg bq, ïay `iKvwi Z_¨| G‡Z Avcbvi d‡jv Ki‡Z Dc‡ii bv¤^vi jyKv‡bv _vK‡e Ges QR †KvW ¯‹¨vb 
	U¨v‡b›U Ges wjR‡nvìvi‡`i †Kv‡bv Mªæc P¨vU n‡e bv| mvBb Rb¨ bZyb †nvqvUmA¨vc P¨v‡bj Avc Ki‡Z, wb‡Pi wKDAvi Pvjy n‡q‡Q, hv Avcbvi evwo †KvWwU †dv‡bi K¨v‡giv w`‡q I ‡bBeviûW A_©vr Avcbvi ¯‹¨vb K‡i ÒJoinÓ wK¬K GjvKvi Lei `ªæZ I mn‡R Kiæb| Rvbv‡e| evwm›`v‡`i Rwic I †dvKvm Mªæ‡ci wdWe¨vK n‡”Q, U¨v‡b›Uiv nvDwRs m¤úwK©Z msev` ‡c‡Z AvMÖnx Ges †nvqvUmA¨vc Zv‡`i wcªq gva¨g| P¨v‡b‡j mvBb Avc Ki‡j cªwZ mßv‡n Avc‡WU cv‡eb - ‡Kv‡bv ¯úvg bq, ïay `iKvwi Z_¨| G‡Z Avcbvi d‡jv Ki‡Z Dc‡ii bv¤^vi jyKv‡bv _vK‡e Ges QR †KvW ¯‹¨vb 


	Meals on Wheels oo lagula dagaallamayo kalinimada iyo cunto-yarida 
	HARMONY SOMALI NEWS 
	Maamulka Degmada Tower Hamlets ayaa bilaabay adeegga cusub ee Meals on Wheels, oo cunto kulul guriga ugu geeeya dadka waayeelka ah iyo kuwa nugul ee ku nool degmada. 
	Shaqadan waxay qeyb ka tahay maalgelin dhan £3 milyan oo lagu xoojinayo adeegyada daryeelka dadka waaweyn iyo lagula tacaalayo sicir-bararka nolosha. 
	Tower Hamlets waxay leedahay boqolleyda ugu badan ee dad waayeel ah ee England ee hela Pension Credit (42 per cent). 
	Adeegga Meals on Wheels wuxuu dadka u keenayaa cuntooyin nafaqo leh oo si toos ah loogu geynayo guryahooda, taas oo ka caawineysa la-dagaallanka cunto-yarida iyo kalinimada bulshada, isla markaana kor u qaadaysa karaamada iyo madax-bannaanida dadka u baahan. 
	Adeeggan ayaa la filayaa inuu ka 
	Adeeggan ayaa la filayaa inuu ka 
	Adeeggan ayaa la filayaa inuu ka 
	faa’iideeyo boqolaal qof, wuxuuna qeyb ka yahay barnaamij taageero oo ballaaran oo ay ku jiraan daryeel guriga bilaash ah, deeqaha dharka iskuulka, iyo kaalmooyinka tamarta ee qoysaska dakhligoodu hooseeyo. 


	Erayada dadka ka faa’iideystay, Cornelia McCarthy, 63 jir, ayaa tiri: "Aad baan ugu mahadcelinayaa maamulka degmada soo bandhigay adeegga Meals on Wheels, maadaama aan ogahay in degmooyin badan aysan awoodin inay maalgelin karaan adeegyo sidan oo kale ah. 
	"Annaga oo ah dadka waayeelka ah ama keligood nool, adeegyada sidan oo kale ah ma aha oo kaliya kuwo waxtar leh balse waa kuwo lama huraan ah. Waxay ka badan tahay oo keliya in la helo cunto, waa in aad dareento daryeel iyo in lagugu xiray dadka kale. 
	"Waxaan Tower Hamlets ku noolaa in ka badan 40 sano, waxaana halkan ka jira dareen bulsho oo gaar u ah oo aan meel kale laga helin. 
	Figure
	Warm Hubs ayaa xaqiijinaya inaan qofna qabowga lagu daynin jiilaalkan 
	Bogga internetka ee Cost of 
	Bogga internetka ee Cost of 

	Warm hubs-ka ku yaal Tower shaqayn doona ilaa Maarso. Sanadkii hore, 64 mutadawiciin 
	Living Help ee golaha wuxuu
	Living Help ee golaha wuxuu

	Hamlets ayaa xilli jiilaalkan soo Waxay dadka siinayaan ayaa ka qeyb qaatay hawsha hubs
	-

	bixiyaa macluumaad ku saabsan
	bixiyaa macluumaad ku saabsan

	dhaweeyay kumannaan qof oo cabitaanno kulul iyo cunto fudud ka. 
	maamulka deynta, kaalmooyinka
	maamulka deynta, kaalmooyinka

	deggen, iyagoo bixiya meel ammaan oo bilaash ah, taasoo ka caawinaysa Marka lagu daro xarumahaas, 
	biilasha guriga, dareeska iskuulka,
	biilasha guriga, dareeska iskuulka,

	ah oo lagu diirimaado, la isku inay ka fogaadaan go’aanka adag goluhu wuxuu qaybiyey boqolaal 
	kharashaadka daryeelka carruurta,
	kharashaadka daryeelka carruurta,

	dhexgalo, laguna yareeyo biilasha ee u dhexeeya kululaynta guriga baakado kaalmeyn diirimaad 
	shaqo helista, iyo waxyaabo kale oo
	shaqo helista, iyo waxyaabo kale oo

	korontada inta lagu jiro dhibaatada iyo cunto helista. (energy packs) oo bilaash ah 
	badan.
	badan.

	sii socota ee qiimaha nolosha. Booqdayaashu waxa kale oo ay kuwaas oo ka kooban koofiyado, 
	Wixii caawimo iyo talo dheeraad
	Wixii caawimo iyo talo dheeraad

	Warm hubs-ku waxa ay xarumaha ku isticmaalaan inay sharabaado, galoofyo, iyo agab 
	ah, booqo bogga intarnetka
	ah, booqo bogga intarnetka

	ku yaallaan Idea Stores iyo dadka kale la xiriiro oo ay helaan kale oo lagama maarmaan ah si ay 
	ee golaha degmada www. 
	ee golaha degmada www. 

	maktabadaha degmada, waxaana la adeegyo talo-bixin ah oo taageero dadka deegaanka ugu caawiyaan 
	towerhamlets.gov.uk/costofliving 
	towerhamlets.gov.uk/costofliving 

	furay bishii Nofembar, iyaga oo sii waarta siinaya. inay guryahooda ku diirnaadaan. 
	Warbixinta huurka iyo caaryada oo lagu fududeeyay 
	kiraystayaasha degmada 
	Iyadoo bilaha jiilaalka la joogo, Golaha Tower Hamlets wuxuu fududeeyay habka ay dadka kiro ku degan u soo sheegi karaan huurka iyo caaryada ku dhaca guryahooda. 
	Marka la soo waco si arrintan loo warbixiyo, ikhtiyaarka ugu horreeya ee khadka telefoonka hadda waa huur iyo caaryo, taas oo ka dhigaysa mid degdeg ah oo fudud in dadka kiraystayaasha ahi ku gudbiyaan cabashadooda. 
	Awaab’s Law waa sharci cusub oo dhaqan galay 27 Oktoobar. Waxa uu hadda waajib ka dhigaa in milkiilayaasha guryaha bulshada ay si degdeg ah u baaraan oo u saxaan khataraha halista ah sida huurka 
	Awaab’s Law waa sharci cusub oo dhaqan galay 27 Oktoobar. Waxa uu hadda waajib ka dhigaa in milkiilayaasha guryaha bulshada ay si degdeg ah u baaraan oo u saxaan khataraha halista ah sida huurka 
	iyo caaryada, iyagoo raacaya waqtiyo go’an. 

	Golaha degmada iyo bixiyeyaasha kale ee guryaha bulshada ee degmada waa inay hadda: 
	• Baaraan warbixin ku saabsan huurka ama caaryada 10 maalmood oo shaqo gudahood • Siiyaan kiraystaha warbixin 3 maalmood gudahood • Bilaabaan dayactirka 5 maalmood kadib marka la ogaado dhibaatada 
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