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Mulberry Canon Barnett Primary  
Gunthorpe Street, London, E1 7RQ

 020 7247 9023
m admin@mulberrycanonbarnett.org

 www.mulberrycanonbarnett.org
 @MulberryCB

Mulberry Canon  
Barnett Primary  
Open Events
Mulberry Canon Barnett Primary offers new and rich 
learning experiences, with access to amazing enrichment 
opportunities such as the Mulberry Schools Trust’s 
prestigious Mulberry STEM Academy.
Come and visit us and hear more about the exceptional 
education you child will receive at our school!

Open Mornings
Tuesday 26th September, 10am-11am
Wednesday 6th December, 10am-11am
Open Evenings
Wednesday 8th November, 4pm-6pm
Wednesday 13th December, 4pm-5pm

SCAN ME

For more  
information about  

our amazing school follow  
the QR code or visit

www.mulberrycanonbarnett.org

We are now part of the  
Mulberry Schools Trust

Follow us 
on Twitter
@MulberryCB
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Advertising enquiries: 020 7364 6005

Printed by: Reach Printing Services

Distributed by: London Letterbox Marketing

Sign-up to  
Tower Hamlets news
Find out what’s on, get Tower Hamlets news, take part 
in competitions and receive local offers straight into your 
inbox!

Visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/signup

Facebook 
/Towerhamletscouncil
Twitter 
@TowerHamletsNow

Instagram 
@TowerHamletsNow

The country’s oldest lollipop man 
has retired at 93 after helping people 
cross the road for 25 years.

Frank Smith was stationed on 
Manchester Road, helping pupils 
and their parents cross the road to 
get to Cubitt Town Primary School.

Frank said: “I have really enjoyed 
being a lollipop man, especially 
meeting everyone and talking to 
them all – the kids, the parents, the 
teachers and everyone else.

“Everyone stops for a chat and 
knows me.

“Sometimes someone will stop 
and they ask me if I remember 
them as I helped them cross the 
road when they were young and 
now they are 21.

“Sometimes I remember them 
and sometimes I don’t, but I always 
say I do.”

He added that it was a pleasure to 

help people cross the road and that 
there were no accidents on the road 
while he was on duty.

Frank said: “It can be a very busy 
road, especially around school time 
when people come tearing down it.

“Most people were good at 
stopping, but one or two were 
impatient.

“The worst people were usually 
the cyclists, and they got stopped by 
the police a few times as they didn’t 
know there was a police car waiting 
for them just after the crossing."

In recognition of his service, 
Frank was given a plaque and 
special commendation at the Tower 
Hamlets Council Staff Awards.

Frank said: “I was quite surprised 
to get the award.

“It was really nice and the Mayor 
was there with all the other council 
staff.”

Mike Darby, Head of Parking, 
Mobility and Market Services, said: 
“We are all very sad to see Frank 

CELEBRATING OUR 
BOROUGH

Frank, 93, retiring 
from lollipop duties

Lollipop man Frank Smith was based on Manchester Road near Cubitt Town Primary School

retire after 25 years.
“He is a well-known member 

of the community and has stood 
out in all weathers to make sure 
everyone can cross the road 
safely.

“We’d like to say a massive 
thank you to Frank and wish 
him all the best for the future.

"Frank has been with us since 
the role of School Crossing 
Patrol was transferred over from 
the Metropolitan Police and his 
retirement is richly deserved."

We’d like to say 
a massive thank 
you to Frank

A message 
from your 
Mayor
There has 
been so much 
to celebrate 
this quarter. 
In August, our 
young people 
collected their 
GCSE and A 
Level results, 
with some 
impressive 
outcomes putting Tower Hamlets 
ahead of the curve.

It was, of course, a very difficult 
year for many young people, with 
the pandemic causing a lot of 
disruption to their learning and 
grade boundaries being made more 
challenging. We will continue to 
support all the young people in 
our borough to achieve their full 
potential, no matter their exam 
results.

We have now launched universal 
free school meals for all school 
children up to 16, which means that 
38,000 youngsters will benefit from 
a hot, nutritious meal – shown to 
help with attention and attainment. 
By introducing free school meals up 
to 16, Tower Hamlets becomes the 
first local authority in England to 
do so. No child should be held back 
from learning because their family 
cannot afford food.

We have also had a fantastic 
Summer of Fun programme. It 
has been wonderful to see so many 
people enjoying our parks and green 
spaces as part of this programme.

And talking of our parks, we are 
all holding our breath as we wait for 
the results of the Britain in Bloom 
competition. Tower Hamlets is 
the only English finalist in the city 
category, which in itself is a fantastic 
achievement. Our teams have done 
a brilliant job of looking after our 
parks and green spaces and we will 
be really proud, no matter the result.

Lutfur Rahman
Executive mayor
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TWO hundred and seventy-five 
reports of suspected social housing 
fraud were investigated by Tower 
Hamlets Council in the financial 
year 2021-2022. 

Following these investigations, 
33 social housing properties were 
recovered, seven Right to Buy 
applications were prevented, and 
one person was convicted of fraud. 

The council is under ever 
increasing pressure to provide 
social housing, so it is essential 
that homes go to people who are 

legally entitled to them. If you are 
on the waiting list, you will wait 
even longer if homes are allocated 
to people who have no right to be 
there. There are currently more 
than 24,000 househoulds on the 
council's housing register and 
London is currently in a housing 
crisis. 

Examples of tenancy fraud 
include when a person knowingly 
provides false information on their 
application; subletting fraud; or 
succession fraud, which is when a 
person moves into a property after 
the legal tenant dies or moves away, 
but they are eligible. 

HOMES FOR THE FUTURE

Warning as crackdown on 
social housing fraud begins

A rogue landlord who admitted 
misleading tenants on their rights 
and threatening them to leave has 
been ordered to pay £8,000.

Four residents complained 
to Tower Hamlets Council’s 
Environmental Health and Trading 
Standards Team about London 
Corporate Apartments Ltd in late 
2017 to early 2018.

The company had issued licences 
to occupy, rather than assured 
short-hold tenancies, which meant 
the tenants were misled as to their 
rights to have their tenancy deposit 
protected, and their rights as to their 

status as tenants, and were at risk of 
illegal eviction.

There were also complaints that 
aggressive tactics were used to 
intimidate two of the complainants 
into leaving their properties.

Khaled Abed-Alrazek, director 
of London Corporate Apartments 
Ltd, pleaded guilty to two counts 
of misleading actions and one of 
aggressive commercial practice 
relating to his tenants from February 
2017 to May 2018.

He was fined £2,000 for the 
company’s aggressive commercial 
practices and £1,800 for issuing 

Landlord fined £8,000 for misleading tenants
licences rather than tenancy 
agreements.

He also had to pay compensation 
for the two deposits that weren’t 
returned, worth £1,255, and must 
pay a further £285 compensation 
to one victim in respect of the 
aggressive commercial practice, 
in what the judge described as “a 
terrifying experience at the hands of 
bullies acting in [Abed’s] name”.

He was also ordered to pay a 
contribution of £3,000 towards 
prosecution costs. The company has 
since been dissolved.

During the case, District Judge 

Avoid housing scams
If anyone ever approaches you asking for money to secure a council home, 
it is a scam:

• Never hand over money if approached by someone claiming to be a 
council officer 

• If you are approached in and around the town hall, report it to the 
council’s Facilities Management staff immediately 

• Council officers would never ask for money to deal with housing 
applications 

• Report all approaches or requests for money to the police.

Call the fraud reporting hotline on 0800 528 0294 or email 
socialhousingfraud@towerhamlets.gov.uk

Matthew Bone also commended 
Tower Hamlets Council for 
its work to get the case to 
court, which was significantly 
impacted by the Covid pandemic 
and other issues.

He said: “I take this 
opportunity to thank the local 
authority for the way they’ve 
gone about prosecuting this 
case. I’ve reviewed the history. I 
only see now how difficult it has 
been to bring them. The local 
authority has impressed me 
as being patient, diligent and 
professional.”

The new block in Limehouse which comprises 17 flats for social rent

Block of 17 new affordable flats unveiled
Families have started moving 
into their council homes in a 
new block of flats located in 
Limehouse.

Chris Braithwaite House 
ranges from five to eight storeys 
and comprises 17 one, two, 
three, and four-bedroom flats 
for social rent. 

Kawsar Ahmad and family are 
one of the first to move in from 
an overcrowded flat in Shadwell.

Mr Ahmad said: “It’s a very 
nice property. 

"Before we had just two 
bedrooms and were very 
overcrowded. 

"It was difficult for my 
children to study, but now they 
have the space to do so."
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Free school meals for 
every Tower Hamlets child

The free, healthy, nutritious meals will now be given to all secondary school-aged pupils

INVESTING IN SERVICES

Nearly 38,000 young people across 
Tower Hamlets will benefit from 
free school meals after the council 
became the first in England to offer 
them to all school pupils up to the 
age of 16.

The council has funded free school 
meals for all primary school children 
since 2014, and the extension to 

secondary schools will be rolled out 
in phases from September 2023.

Eating a healthy, nutritious 
meal supports pupils with their 
learning and has been shown to 
improve behaviour and academic 
achievements.

With nearly half of children in 
Tower Hamlets going into secondary 
school with excess weight, the 
scheme is also a positive step towards 
improving the physical health of 
young people and promoting a 
healthier borough.

It will also provide vital support 
during the cost-of-living crisis, saving 
families an average of £550 per year, 
per child. £5.7m was included in the 
council’s 2023/24 budget to extend 
universal free school meals funding 
from all primary to all secondary 
school pupils.

Cllr Maium Talukdar, Deputy 
Mayor and Cabinet Member for 
Education, Youth and Lifelong 

Learning, said: “Providing a free, 
healthy lunch is part of the council’s 
wider commitment to giving young 

people the tools they need to be 
successful in whatever they choose 
to do.”

There are a number 
of financial, health 
and academic 
benefits

The meals will help support pupils with their learning
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ACCELERATE EDUCATION

Welcome to Young Tower Hamlets
A new youth service to help 
children reach their full potential 
will include a youth space in every 
ward.

The council has invested £13.7m 
to redesign the service in Tower 
Hamlets, which has the youngest 
population in the country and 
some of the highest child poverty 
rates.

It forms part of a wider £19m 
council investment in young 
people. The investment in Young 
Tower Hamlets (YTH) will provide 
free opportunities for young 
people to improve their skills and 
unleash their creativity, alongside 
safe spaces for those who need it.

During May, 400 young people 
took part in a series of four 
interactive ‘Hackathon’ events 
featuring workshops to design their 
future youth service, including the 
new YTH branding. 

There will be ongoing 
opportunities for young people to 
shape the new service.

The launch event, hosted by 
17-year-old Zaynah Alom, Chair 
of Tower Hamlets’ Youth Council, 
featured a welcome from Tower 
Hamlets social media influencers 
Iksy and Char Avell, activities 
for young people including 
sports sessions from West Ham 
United Football Club and London 
Warriors, arts and crafts, music 
and drama, and the unveiling of 
the new brand.

Young Tower Hamlets kicked 
off with a packed, free summer 
programme as part of the council’s 
Summer of Fun, which included 
careers workshops, performance 
arts, cooking classes, arts and crafts, 

sports, trips out and more.
Tahmid Hussen, Young Mayor 

of Tower Hamlets, said: “Young 
people have been part of this 
journey. 

"This new youth service will be 

a legacy that will empower the youth 
and the upcoming generation.

“They are the ones that will benefit 
the most and will be building, 
shaping and structuring this new 
youth service.”

Could you be our next Young Mayor?

400 young people were involved in designing the new youth service

Young people in Tower Hamlets 
are being encouraged to stand for 
the Young Mayor’s Team.

The team consists of a Young 
Mayor and five deputies, who are 
the voice of young people in the 
borough. They serve a two-year 
term, with the next election in 
December 2023.

The current Young Mayor, 
Tahmid Hussen, said: “I’ve 
considerably developed my 
confidence and self-esteem during 
my term. Interacting with different 
types of people from all ages 
has helped me become a much 
more outgoing individual in a 
professional setting.”

Mohsen Ali, Deputy Young 
Mayor, said: “Being tasked to 
communicate with new people led 

me to build up my confidence and 
boost my skills in public speaking.

“I thoroughly enjoyed working 
with the Young Mayor Team and 
youth council, and we have definitely 
created some memories which will 
not be forgotten.

“Applying for Young Mayor is an 
opportunity you would not want to 
miss.”

Ablah Chazhiyattiri, Deputy Youth 
Mayor, said: “The Young Mayor really 
opened many doors of opportunities 
and helped me focus on growing 
into a young independent woman 
who can speak publicly.

“To all the young people who are 
faltering on whether or not to apply, 
if you ever doubt your own capability 
then this can really boost your self-
confidence and help you understand 

that your potential is unlimited."
Hafizur Rahman, Deputy Youth 

Mayor, said: “My experience 
in the Young Mayor Team has 
been a rollercoaster of ups and 
downs suffering both defeats 

and successes. What's important, 
however, is that both the failures and 
success are integral to the journey 
and builds resilience.” 
• Apply at www.towerhamlets.gov.

uk/youngmayor

The next elections are in October
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Students in Tower Hamlets have 
achieved great success in their A 
Levels and GCSEs.

Almost three-quarters (70.5 per 
cent) of students achieved an A* to 
C grade in their A Levels. 

Almost one-fifth (18.1 per cent) 
achieved an A* or A grade, an 
increase of 1.6 per cent compared to 
2019, which is the last year students 
sat exams.

Over half of those who entered 
BTECs in Tower Hamlets achieved 
all grades at Distinction and above, 
which is approximately 13 per cent 
above the England average.

In their GCSEs, Tower Hamlets’ 
average score was 1.5 points above 
the 2019 average score of 49.8, 
showing that results have improved 

despite the pandemic. 
85 per cent of students achieved 

grades 9-4 in English (equivalent 
to the old A* to C grades), a slight 
improvement of one per cent 
compared to 2019. In maths, 77 per 
cent of students achieved grades 9-4, 
up three per cent on the comparable 
figure in 2019. 

Nationally, pass rates have fallen 
for a second year running.

The fall in passes is due to the 
plan to bring grades back down, 
after a spike in top results during 
the Covid pandemic, when students 
were given grades by their teachers. 
instead of sitting exams.

Lutfur Rahman, Mayor of Tower 
Hamlets, said: “Education is one 
of our top priorities and we are 

GCSE and A Level success
investing heavily to ensure that all 
young people can reach their full 
potential.

“These results demonstrate the 
excellence of our schools and I 
am very proud of all our young 
people for working so hard, and our 
education staff for helping them 
accomplish these excellent results.”

Councillor Maium Talukdar, 
Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member 
for Education, Youth and Lifelong 
Learning, pictured below with 
students, said: “We are committed 
to supporting all our young people 
which is why we have brought in 
the Mayor’s Education Maintenance 
Allowance and University Bursary 
to ensure that they are not held 
back.”

Education is one of 
our top priorities 
and we are 
investing heavily 
to ensure that all 
young people can 
reach their full 
potential

Nabihah Mosud achieved As in maths 
and chemistry and a B in biology. 

She will be studying chemistry at 
Kings College.

She said: “I worked really hard, 
especially in the last two months 
before the exams, but because of my 
good concentration I was able to get 
good grades. I am really happy.”

"Really happy"

Nusaiba Sayed achieved A*s in sociology 
and biology and an A in chemistry. 

She will study medicine at Imperial.
She said: “I didn’t expect these grades 

and I am really shocked. 
"I was preparing for the worst so when 

I saw my grades I was really surprised. 
"I have always wanted to do medicine."

"Surprised"
Tasneen Siddiqka received A*s in 
sociology, politics and film and an A 
in English literature. She is taking up 
an apprenticeship as a solicitor.

She said: “I put my heart and soul 
into my exams and revision. 

"I felt like I could cry when I 
actually saw my results. I am really 
pleased.”

"I could cry"

Sadia Gani received As in drama and 
film and a B in sociology. 

She will start an apprenticeship 
with the BBC.

She said: “I expected a lot better 
but I am not too disappointed. 

"I am really looking forward to 
starting my apprenticeship.”

BBC Apprentice
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Mulberry School for Girls
Richard Street I Commercial Road I London E1 2JP

 020 7790 6327 I  admin@mulberryschoolforgirls.org
 @MulberryTH I  www.mulberryschoolforgirls.org

USE THE  

QR CODE  
TO VISIT OUR  

WEBSITE
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◆  ARTS EDUCATION   Special projects (e.g. Edinburgh Festival Fringe) and  
relationships with internationally renowned artists

◆  GLOBAL EDUCATION Model United Nations and Youth Conferences
◆   OUT OF HOURS LEARNING Over 50 weekly lunch-time and after-school clubs
◆  WOMEN’S EDUCATION  Women of the World Festival and Women’s  

Conferences
◆  STUDENT LEADERSHIP  Prefects, School Council, public speaking,  

high profile event hospitality
 ….and much more!

OUR ENRICHMENT OFFER INCLUDES:

CONFIDENCE CREATIVITY  

LEADERSHIP AND A  
LOVE OF LEARNING 
Mulberry School for Girls is  

a vibrant, high achieving girls’ 

comprehensive school for  

pupils aged 11 to 18. 

Our school is a place where the 

talents and abilities of girls are 

nurtured in a safe, creative space and 

where our pupils can develop their 

ambitions, creativity, leadership and 

the power for self-determination.

We believe these attributes will  

enable our pupils to lead enriched, 

happy and fulfilled lives, making  

a contribution to their own 

community, to British society  

and to global well-being.

  @MulberryTH
FOLLOW USon social media for 

  ABOUT School life

SCAN ME

OPEN EVENING 

Tuesday 26th September 2023 
4pm – 6pm
We look forward to showing you what Mulberry has to offer.
Open Mornings: Monday 18th to Wednesday 20th September
9.30am – 10.30am

Access to special projects like the 
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Helping our care leavers get 
support not discrimination
A brave group of people who have 
been in care have called on Tower 
Hamlets Council to help other care 
leavers 'thrive and not just survive' 
during an emotional cabinet 
meeting.

The council has now agreed to 
protect those who have been in care 
from stigma and discrimination 
once they leave by making being in 
care a protected characteristic in all 
council decisions.

It is against the law to discriminate 
against someone because of a 
protected characteristic.

Care-experienced individuals 
often encounter significant barriers 
to employment, housing and 
socially, leading to mental health 
issues, a higher chance of being 
involved in crime and poverty, and 
social exclusion.

Three people who have left care 

spoke about their own experiences 
at a Cabinet meeting.

Jade, who has since graduated 
with a first and now works for a 
large advertising company, said: 
“Being taken into care meant that 
my childhood was disrupted.

“I missed two of the most 
formative years of primary school 
and my SATs were never taken.

“As a result, my predicted GCSE 
grades were dishearteningly low and 
I found myself placed in the bottom 
set for all subjects. It took a lot of 
persuasion and many meetings 
between the school and my social 
workers and carers to get them to 
give me the chance in middle and 
upper sets so that I could achieve my 
full potential.

“Without that chance, I might not 
have secured the grades I needed 
for A Levels, attended university or 

obtained the job I hold today.
“Yet not all children in care have 

been as fortunate as I have been.
“Many lack advocates. This 

is why we must ensure care 

experience becomes a protected 
characteristic.

“With this recognition, they can 
not just catch up, but excel in their 
education.”

Bursaries helping university aspirations
A total of 400 students have 
received financial support for their 
university study through the Mayor’s 
University Bursary Award .

Eligible students can apply for a 
£1,500 payment to support with costs 
associated with their undergraduate 
studies, including accommodation, 
books and resources. 

A total of £600k was on offer to 
support students in the first year.   

Recipients of the funding have 
spoken of how helpful it has been.

Tawsiful Islam, who is going into 
his third and final year studying 
Economics at the University 
of Warwick, said: “Receiving a 
university bursary is a recognition 
of my intellectual promise and 
strength.  

“I will feel more confident and 
motivated to excel in my studies 
and other interests as a result of this 
acknowledgment.” 

Nazifa Islam, a first-year medicine 
student at Oxford, who is aiming to 
become a doctor, said: “I looked into 
doing internships, but they weren’t 
well paid, and you have to pay for 
travel, accommodation and food. 

“I would not have been able to do 
internships without the university 
bursary - I also wouldn’t have been 
able to afford some of the textbooks 
that I need for my course.” 

Fatema, who has almost finished 
her degree in Health and Social 
Care at Anglia Ruskin University 
in London, said: “After Covid, the 
price of everything went up and 

The Mayor at the launch of the University Bursary Award

the bursary I received was really 
important for me.  

“Going to university has helped 
my future prospects, I have got 
one module left on my course, but 

I already have a job lined up.”
• Applications for the 2024/25 

funding will open in September. 
Details of how to apply will be on 
the council's website.

The young people speaking at Cabinet
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SCAN ME

School 
applications 
are now open
Don’t miss the deadlines for admission to 
secondary, primary and nursery schools.

Complete your application online at www.eadmissions.org.uk

For information about how to apply, scan the QR code or visit 
towerhamlets.gov.uk/schooladmissions

school.admissions@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
0207 364 5006

Secondary admissions
For children born between 11 September 2012 and 
31 August 2013

Primary admissions
For children born between 1 September 2019 and 
31 August 2020

Nursery admissions
For children born between 1 September 2020 and 
31 August 2021

31 October 2023

15 January 2024

16 February 2024
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Secondary Transfer School Visiting 
Dates for Admission to Year 7 in 2024
We advise that you check the individual schools website for up to date information.

Bishop Challoner Catholic School 
www.bishopchallonerfederation.
towerhamlets.sch.uk 

Bow School
www.bow-school.org.uk

Canary Wharf College Crossharbour
www.canarywharfcollege.co.uk

Central Foundation Girls’ School
www.central.towerhamlets.sch.uk

George Green’s School
www.georgegreens.com

Langdon Park School
www.langdonparkschool.co.uk

London Enterprise Academy
www.londonenterpriseacademy.org

Morpeth School
www.morpethschool.org.uk

Mulberry Academy London Dock
www.mulberrylondondock.org

Mulberry Academy Shoreditch
www.mulberryacademyshoreditch.org

Mulberry School for Girls
www.mulberryschoolforgirls.org

Mulberry Stepney Green
www.mulberrystepneygreen.org

Mulberry University Technical
College (UTC ) www.mulberryutc.org

Oaklands School
www.oaklands.towerhamlets.sch.uk

Stepney All Saints CofE Secondary 
School www.stepneyallsaints.school

St Paul’s Way Trust School
www.spwt.net

Swanlea School
www.swanlea.co.uk

Wapping High School
www.wappinghigh.org

School Open mornings Open evenings

Tuesday 19 & Tuesday 26 September, 9:30am

Monday 11, Wednesday 13, Monday 25, Thursday 28 
September & Tuesday 3, Thursday 5 October, at the 
following times: Tour 1: 9-9.45am, Tour 2: 11.15am-
12pm, Tour 3: 4-4.45pm

Wednesday 4 October, 9am

Wednesday 4, Thursday 5 & Friday 6 October, 9.30-
10.30am

Monday 25 to Friday 29 September, 9.15-10.15am 
Meet the Principal and take a tour. Places are 
limited and must be booked in advance by emailing 
tmorgan@georgegreens.com 

Tuesday 12 to Friday 15 September, 9-10.30am

Monday 9 to Friday 13 October, 9-11am

Tuesday 12, Thursday 14, Monday 18, Wednesday 27 
September, Monday 9 & Friday 13 October, 9.30-
11.15am

See school website

Monday 18 to Thursday 21, Monday 25 to Thursday 
28 September, & Monday 2 to Thursday 5 October, 
9.15-10.30am 

Monday 18 to Wednesday 20 September, 9.30-
10.30am 

Friday 8, Thursday 14, Tuesday 19, Thursday 28 
September, Friday 6, Tuesday 10 & Thursday 19 
October, 9-11am

Thursday 21, Tuesday 26 September, Monday 2, 
Friday 13 & Wednesday 18 October, 9.20-10.30am

Thursday 14, Wednesday 20 September & Tuesday 
3 October, 9.30-11am 

Monday 18, Tuesday 19 & Wednesday 20 
September, 9.15-11am

Wednesday 20, Friday 22, Monday 25 & Thursday 
28 September, 9.15-10.15am

Wednesday 27 September & Wednesday 4 
October, 9-10am 

Tuesday 12 September, 6pm

Tuesday 19 September, 4.30pm

Tuesday 3 October, 5pm

Tuesday 3 October, 4.30-6.30pm

Wednesday 27 September, 4-6.30pm

Thursday 28 September, 4.30-6.30pm

Tuesday 26 September & Thursday 5 
October, 4-6.30pm

Wednesday 4 October, 4-7pm

See school website

Thursday 5 October, 4-6pm

Tuesday 26 September, 4-6pm

Wednesday 20 September, 4-6pm

Thursday 19 October, Thursday 18 January 
& Thursday 14 March 

Wednesday 27 September, 4-6.30pm

Monday 25 September, 4.30-6.30pm

Thursday 21 September, 4-6.30pm

Wednesday 4 October, 4-6.30pm

Wednesday 20 September, 4.30-6.30pm

Tours 1 & 2 must be booked in advance. Details of the booking 
arrangements can be found on the school website: www.bow-
school.org.uk. Tour 3 is an after-school tour which does not need 
to be booked in advance but does require all visitors to be aware 
of any public health restrictions that may be in place at that time.

Drop-in sessions: Wednesday 20, Friday 29 September, 
Wednesday 11 & Tuesday 17 October, 9.30-10.30am
Book online to attend a drop-in session: 
www.morpethschool.org.uk/2166/admissions-2023

Register online to attend at www.stepneyallsaints.school

Family Fun Day: Saturday 16 September, 11am-3pm
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A new public art piece by artist 
Shiraz Bayjoo has been unveiled in 
Globe Town, Bethnal Green.

Installed on the side of Clynes 
House in July 2023, the work is 
a large colourful photographic 
collage.

Funded by Tower Hamlets 
Council and delivered in 
partnership with Whitechapel 
Gallery, the mural combines over 
twenty different images sourced 
from archives around London and 
internationally.  

The images reflect a range of 
different historical themes that 
have been vital in the development 
of the local area, including protests 
and political movements; trade, 
industry and empire; and sporting, 
cultural and ecological references. 

Shiraz Bayjoo’s proposal for the 
site was selected by a public vote 
and the final design draws upon 

discussions between Bayjoo and the 
Globe Town community.

Shiraz is a Mauritian artist living 
in London. 

He said: “I wanted to highlight 
the area’s history and far-reaching 
legacies - the refuge given to 
countless generations escaping 
political persecution, and the 
grassroots movements that have 
gone on to shape Britain and the 
world.” 

Cllr Abdul Wahid, Lead Member 
for Jobs, Skills and Growth, said:  
“Globe Town is a fantastic area 
with a rich history that is of great 
importance to our residents. This 
striking new mural is part of broader 
works that our High Streets Team 
is delivering to improve the Globe 
Town market square. 

"To date, we’ve delivered shop-
front improvements to seven 
units, two murals, CCTV in Meath 
Gardens, and public realm updates 
that include tree planting, seating, 
and new lighting."

COUNCIL NEWS

New mural in Bethnal Green

The new mural on Clynes House

Do you want to 
take the stress 
out of renting 
your property? Working with us means 

no agents, no fees and a 
guaranteed rent. Interested? 
Visit www.towerhamlets.
gov.uk/RentToUs 
to register your details.

Why not rent to 
Tower Hamlets 
Council?
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The remains of an e-bike after it started a fire. Credit: Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service

The Mayor of Tower Hamlets has 
written to the Secretary of State 
to call for greater government 
support after a 60 per cent increase 
in e-bikes and e-scooter fires in 
London.

In February, two e-bike fires 
ripped through two flats in 37 hours 
and, since the start of 2023, there 
has been, on average, one e-bike 
or e-scooter battery-related fire a 
month in Tower Hamlets. 

The letter calls for funding 
for local authorities to create 
safe charging spaces, improved 
legislation, more robust sampling 
and examination on importation 
of lithium batteries, including 
a national registration body for 
businesses providing them, and 
greater research into the issue. 

The letter was sent alongside the 

launch of a multi-channel marketing 
campaign, #ChargeSafe Tower 
Hamlets, which has been managed 
by Tower Hamlets Council and is 
supported by London Fire Brigade.  

Lutfur Rahman, Mayor of Tower 
Hamlets, said: “It is evident that 
the rise in e-bike and e-scooter 
battery fires shows no signs of 
slowing down. These batteries 
present a major threat to not only 
our residents’ lives, but people in 
neighbouring boroughs and across 
the UK.

“We are doing what we can as a 
local council, but we need greater 
government support to protect and 
save lives in Tower Hamlets and 
across the country. That is why I 
am calling on the Home Office 
to support local authorities in 
managing this emerging threat.” 

Charge safe to prevent fires
London Fire Brigade's charging 
advice
Prevent fires and protect lives: keep yourself and others safe by following 
the London Fire Brigade’s advice:

• Never leave your bike or scooter charging while you are asleep or not 
around

• Unplug your charger once it’s finished charging

• Always use the correct charger for your batteries 

• Buy any replacements from a reputable seller

• Never block your fire escape route with e-bikes or e-scooters

• In the event of a fire, call 999. Never try to fight the fire yourself

Read more about the campaign and see more fire saving tips at: www.
towerhamlets.gov.uk/chargesafe 

Or visit the London Fire Brigade's website at www.london-fire.gov.uk/
safety/the-home/e-scooters-and-e-bikes/

A new service will see free language 
classes for young people in Tower 
Hamlets.

The council is looking to introduce 
the Community Language Service 
for people aged between four and 
18 in November 2023.

Community languages are the 
languages that are spoken by 
members of a minority community 
group within a majority language 
context. 

In Tower Hamlets, English is the 

main spoken language however 
other languages include Bengali, 
Italian and Spanish. 

Language barriers can lead to 
challenges in areas such as literacy 
and language development in 
school.

As the council plans for this new 
Community Language Service, it 
is keen to hear your views to make 
sure this service meets your needs.

Languages can play an important 
role in child development. 

Learning a language can help 
boost confidence, expand our world 
view and improve listening and 
observation skills. 

It can also be beneficial for when 
children are ready to enter the 
world of work.

If you are a young person (11-18 
years of age), work with young 
people (4-18 years of age), a parent 
of a young person (4-18 years of 
age), or have some connection with 
Community Language Services, 

please complete this survey. It 
should take no more than ten 
minutes.

This survey is part of a range of 
activities that we are doing to gain 
feedback. 

Other engagement will include 
workshops with young people and 
families.
• Complete the survey by 30 

September at talk.towerhamlets.
gov.uk/tower-hamlets-
language-services-2023

Your views on Community Language Service
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A Tower Hamlets company has been 
fined £34,000 and the company 
director handed a suspended 
sentence after it sold face masks and 
hand sanitiser during the pandemic 
which did not give enough protection 
against Covid.

Tower Hamlets Council’s Trading 
Standards found in July 2020 that 
Posh Fashion Ltd, in Whitechurch 
Lane, E1, was selling hand sanitiser 
which only contained 35 per cent 
ethanol, nearly half of the required 
level of 60-80 per cent for effective 
germ killing. The labelling indicated 
it contained 75 per cent ethanol.

The face masks the shop was 
selling were also found to not meet 
the appropriate standards.

The company and its director, 
Khalil Ullah Zarguly, each pleaded 
guilty to three offences of misleading 
commercial practices, contrary to 
the Consumer Protection from 
Unfair Trading Regulations 2008, 

and appeared at Snaresbrook Crown 
Court on 13 July for sentencing.

The company was fined £34,000 
and Mr Zarguly was sentenced 
to 34 weeks’ custody, suspended 
for 12 months, and he will have to 
complete 60 hours of community 
service within twelve months. He 
and the company were also jointly 
ordered to pay £21,000 in costs.

Non-compliant face masks 
purchased by the company had 
previously been seized at Heathrow, 
which had led to the visit by Trading 
Standards. 

In addition, Mr. Zarguly had also 
previously received a warning from 
Trading Standards about the need to 
ensure that products he sold were 
legally compliant and given advice 
on the steps that could be taken.
• To report concerns email food.

safety@towerhamlets.gov.uk or 
trading.standards@towerhamlets.
gov.uk

Fines for unsafe masks and underage sales

Hundreds of weapons and 
knives taken off our streets
610 knives and 79 other weapons 
have been taken off our streets in 
six months thanks to four new knife 
amnesty bins.

The bins, installed by charity 
Word4Weapons, allow people to 
dispose of knives and other weapons 
anonymously and safely. The 
knives are destroyed and are not 
investigated by the police.

The bins were unveiled in 
January in Barnet Grove, north of 
the Bethnal Green Road junction, 
E2 6AD; Vallance Road opposite 
Underwood Road, E1 5BQ; Burslem 
Street between the recycling bins, E1 
2LL; and Brownfield Street next to 
number 107, E14 6ND.

The bins were emptied at the end 
of June. The other weapons alongside 
the knives included scissors, kitchen 
knives and utensils, knuckledusters, 
swords, and DIY tools.

Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury, Cabinet 
Member for Safer Communities, 
said: “Tower Hamlets is largely a 
safe place to live, work and visit, 

but like all London boroughs, we do 
sadly see some knife crime.

“People carrying knives on our 
streets is illegal and will not be 
tolerated.

“These amnesty bins take 
dangerous weapons off our streets 
and prevent them being used to 
harm anyone. 

"Each knife taken off our streets is 
potentially a life saved.”

If you want to dispose of a knife 
or other sharp weapon, please wrap 
it in several layers of cardboard or 
newspaper and secure it with plenty 
of sticky tape so that the blade is 
completely protected and the knife 
cannot easily be removed, before 
placing it in a secure cardboard box.

It’s an offence to have a knife in a 
public place and there aren’t many 
reasonable excuses for having one. 

If you are depositing a knife in 
one of the amnesty bins, please 
make sure that it is safely wrapped.
• If you are worried about the 

safety of a child or young person, 
visit towerhamlets.gov.uk/
supportservicesyouth for support 
available.

FIGHT CRIME

One of the knife amnesty bins, with cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury

Residents were encouraged to wear face masks during the pandemic



// 2023 SEPTEMBER Our EastEnd //  15

On-the-spot fines can now be given 
to those who break the byelaws in 
parks and open spaces in Tower 
Hamlets to make them safer and 
more inclusive.

Following a consultation to which 
more than 500 residents responded, 
the council’s Tower Hamlets 

Enforcement Officers (THEOs) can 
issue £80 fines to those behaving 
anti socially, including playing 
excessively loud music, having a 
barbecue, and breaking or tampering 
with any life-saving equipment.

Previously, those breaking the 
byelaws could only be prosecuted 

through the court, which is an 
expensive procedure and can take a 
long time to be concluded.

These new fines will enable the 
police and council’s enforcement 
teams to crack down more effectively 
on anti-social behaviour, making the 
parks more pleasant for everyone to 

£80 fines for those being 
anti-social in our parks

Two Tower Hamlets Enforcement Officers with a sign warning of the new fines

Seven cars were impounded during 
a day of action in which more than 
100 blue badges were checked 
across Tower Hamlets.

Blue badges allow those with a 
disability or health condition to 
park closer to their destination. 
However, sadly, some people 
steal blue badges to sell on or use 
themselves, or they are sometimes 
used fraudulently.

The council’s Parking and Mobility 
Services and Fraud Investigations 

Unit, along with the Tower Hamlets 
Enforcement Officers (THEOs) and 
the Metropolitan Police, carried out 
a day of checking blue badges across 
the borough on 26 May.

During the operation, 12 badges 
were classed as stolen and seven 
vehicles were impounded.

Two badges were being used 
although the holders were shown as 
deceased.

The council’s Fraud Investigation 
Unit is investigating and will 

interview all those found to be 
misusing badges.

This follows on from previous 
days of action targeting blue badge 
misuse in November last year and 
March this year, which saw 130 
blue badges checked and 13 cars 
impounded.

Further days of action are planned 
throughout the year.
• To report blue badge misuse, 

email parking.fraud@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

More cars seized in blue badge crackdown

visit.
Persistent offenders can still be 

taken to court, where the maximum 
fine is £500.
• You can see the park byelaws 

and get more information on 
the council's website at www.
towerhamlets.gov.uk/byelaws

One of the seized cars
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Ropemaker's Field in Limehouse 
has been given an award for being 
well-managed, safe and bio-diverse.

It is the latest park in Tower 
Hamlets to receive a Green Flag 
Award, taking the total of accredited 
parks and open spaces to 14.

Ropemaker's Field was created by 

the London Docklands Development 
Corporation on derelict land, 
together with land above the new 
Limehouse Link Tunnel after the 
tunnel opened in 1993. 

Keep Britain Tidy’s Green Flag 
Award Scheme Manager, Paul 
Todd MBE, said: “I would like to 
congratulate everyone involved at 
Tower Hamlets Council in achieving 
a Green Flag Award.

“Ropemaker's Fields is a vital 
green space for the community 
in Tower Hamlets, bringing 
people together and providing 
opportunities to lead healthy 
lifestyles. The staff and volunteers 
do so much to ensure that it 
maintains the high standards of 
the Green Flag Award and everyone 
involved should feel extremely 
proud of their achievement.”

Tower Hamlets Council is 
dedicated to keeping all its parks 
and green spaces as places the 
whole family can enjoy. Ford Square 
playground has been refurbished 
and the northern side of the square 
has been re-landscaped. 

The council has also made 
improvements to Cavell Street 
Gardens, with outdoor chess tables 
installed. 

Judges from the Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS) visited locations in 
Tower Hamlets in August as part 
of this year’s Britain in Bloom 
competition.

The judges went to areas 

including Victoria Park, Tower 
Hamlets Cemetery Park, Lady 
Mico's Almshouses, Stepney City 
Farm and Canary Wharf.

Tower Hamlets is the only English 
finalist in the ‘city' category of the 

Britain in Bloom awards 
Groups compete in regional and 

national heats of the competition 
before being nominated for the 
Britain in Bloom finals.

Winners will be announced in 

the autumn.
Keep an eye out on our social 

media, residents' newsletter and 
the next edition of Our East End to 
see how Tower Hamlets fared in the 
competition.

Judging completed for Britain in Bloom

Heritage panel for strikers
A new heritage information panel 
telling the story of the Matchgirls 
has been unveiled in Grove Hall 
Park, Bow.

Cllr Iqbal Hossain, Cabinet 
Member for Culture and 
Recreation, unveiled the panel 
which has been produced by the 
council in partnership with The 
Matchgirls Memorial organisation.  

The Matchgirls were women 
and girls who worked at the nearby 

Bryant and May Factory, now the 
Bow Quarter. They endured low pay, 
long hours and dangerous working 
conditions. In 1888 they took strike 
action. 

Head down to the park to find out 
how they won their strike and went 
on to play an important role in the 
founding of British trade unions. 

The panel is one of a series of 
heritage information panels you can 
find in the borough's parks.

New Green Flag Award and 
improvements for our parks 

Ford Square playground has been refurbished, alongside Ropemaker's Fields receiving a Green Flag Award

The new panel is one in a series found across our parks

CULTURE
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More than 2,000 cigarettes have 
been seized, stolen motorbikes 
recovered and a number of fines 
and warnings issued during a day of 
action in Tower Hamlets.

Council teams, along with Tower 
Hamlets Enforcement Officers, our 
Police Partnership Task Force and 
the Whitechapel neighbourhood 
Police, visited Vine Court, E1, after 
complaints from residents about 
drug dealing, anti-social behaviour, 
fly tipping, noise nuisance and poor 
parking.

The day, coordinated by the 
council’s ASB and Community 
Safety Team, resulted in a number 
of shops being searched by Trading 
Standards and the seizure of 
2,353 illicit non-UK or counterfeit 
cigarettes from one shop and 
smaller quantities from others.

The Environmental Services Team 
fined a business for fly tipping and 

the Highways Team secured the 
removal of two bicycles which were 
left carelessly. 

Three suspected stolen 
motorbikes were recovered by the 
Parking Enforcement Team and 
the Specialist Substance Misuse 
Investigations Team engaged with 
four vulnerable people.

Chief Inspector Claire Horgan 
said: “Officers from the Partnership 
Task Force and neighbourhood 
wards assisted the local authority in 
their day of action in Tower Hamlets. 

“Officers provided assistance to all 
departments during the day while 
also reassuring the local community 
who have been affected by these 
criminal activities in Vine Court for 
too long.”

The council will continue to act on 
reports of ASB and other issues. 
• Report issues to the council at 

towerhamlets.gov.uk/asb

Day of action after residents raise concerns

Hundreds of residents, businesses 
and visitors were given crime 
prevention advice and helped with 
their anti-social behaviour concerns 
during a week of targeted activity

More than 40 hours of events 
were carried out by our Safer 
Neighbourhood Operations Team 
along with our partners including 
Met Police to mark Anti-Social 
Behaviour Awareness Week from 
3-9 July.

Highlights from the activity 
included a responsible dog 
ownership event in Victoria Park, 
weapon sweeps, patrols in areas 
noted by residents as being ASB 
hotspots, and engagement events 
across the borough.

More than 1,000 residents and 
186 businesses were engaged with 
during the week. 16 drug users were 
also approached, with ten being 
referred for further help.

The council is continuing to hold 
safety walkabouts and surgeries so 
residents can share their concerns. 
• Find out more at towerhamlets.

gov.uk/SaferCommunityDays

Anti-social behaviour tackled 
with events across borough
FIGHT CRIME

Events included patrols, weapon sweeps and engagement sessions in all wards

Vine Court, E1, where the day of action took place
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OPEN EVENING
Employer-led learning beyond the classroom

Year 10  
and  

Year 12

◆   Outstanding results 

◆   Progression to top universities

◆   Unique specialist facilities 

◆   Support from leading employers

◆   Access to the Mulberry STEM Academy and  
the Mulberry Production Arts Academy

Thursday 19 October 2023
4.30PM – 6.30PM

Our industry partners: 

SCAN ME

REGISTER  
TODAY!

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE

g 64 Parnell Road  
London E3 2RU
A 0203 137 7024  

m info@mulberryutc.org
 mulberry_UTC 

  MulberryUTC

www.mulberryutc.org
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As a 5-star, award-winning housebuilder and one of the leading 
developers in London and the south of England, our commitment to 
quality and innovation has laid the foundation for many successful 
developments. We are passionate about building communities that 
meet local needs and creating sustainable and desirable places for 

current and future generations to thrive.

@HillGroupUKHill Group UK hill.co.uk

The Mayor’s Cup 2023 with
Tower Hamlets Council

Proudly supporting
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Tower Hamlets
Digital support map

Digital drop-in sessions and Databank
Whitechapel Idea Store, E1 1BU
Wednesdays 2.15-3.45pm

Digital drop-in sessions and Databank
Chrisp Street Idea Store, E14 6BT
Tuesdays 2.15-3.45pm

Digital skills and ICT courses
Whitechapel and Chrisp Street Idea Stores
Visit your nearest Idea Store for details.
Or contact 020 7364 5665 if you need extra support.
https://www.ideastore.co.uk/learning/
skills-for-life/digital-skills
learnerservices@towerhamlets.gov.uk

Digital skills support
Island House Community Centre, E14 3PG
By appointment, call 020 7531 0312

Digital drop-in sessions
SAMA Centre, 544 Roman Road, E3 5ES
Thursdays 10.30am-12.30pm
Contact: 07983803181

Drop-in session (for residents known to the 
Community Learning Disability Service)
Create Community Hub, E1 0DT
Wednesdays 1.30-3.30pm
Contact: 020 7364 6950

IT suite and free 1-2-1 digital skills support 
WorkPath Employment and Skills Centre, 
By appointment, call 020 7364 1122, 07759135049
workpath.training@towerhamlets.gov.uk

IT suite (for Universal Credit customers)
100 Leman Street, E1 8EU
13-29 Settles Street, E1 1JW
Monday to Saturday, 10am-5pm

Poplar Harca digital skills courses
St Pauls Way Centre, E3 4AJ
Teviot Centre, E14 6QD
Feldy, Aberfeldy Square, E14 0XA
Contact: 0207 510 0500
poplarharca.co.uk/get-involved/employment-training/ 

Digital drop-in sessions
The Hive Employment & Training
East India Dock Road, E14 0EA
Contact: 0207 510 0500
thehivetraining@poplarharca.co.uk 

Digital drop-in sessions (LinkAge Plus 50+)
Sundial Centre, E2 7RU
Wednesdays 11am-12noon
Contact: 0203 828 3928

Digital drop-in sessions (LinkAge Plus 50+)
St Hilda’s, Sonali Gardens, E1 0AG
Tuesdays 10-11am
By appointment, call 020 7265 9292

Digital drop-in sessions (LinkAge Plus 50+)
Neighbours in Poplar, St Matthias 
Community Centre, E14 0AE
11:30am - 12:30pm
Contact: 020 7531 0190

Digital drop-in (LinkAge Plus 50+)
Age UK East London, Caxton Hall, E3 2EE
Wednesdays 10am-1pm
Contact: 0208 981 7124 (option 2)

Digital drop-in (LinkAge Plus 50+)
Toynbee Hall, Community Centre, 
28 Commercial St, E1 6LS
Tuesdays 5-6pm
Contact: 020 7392 2913

Free digital skills support and access to 
digital devices (for Clarion residents)
Clarion Futures Digital
Contact: 0300 500 8000, digital@clarionhg.com

Free digital support helpline from 
Citizens Online: 0808 196 5883

Free online accessibility support helping 
from AbilityNet: 0800 048 7642

Vodafone Digital Skills Helpline (open to all): 
0800 987 4110

Discounted refurbished devices
Get Online @ Home
getonlineathome.org
0800 090 1297, 03719 100 100

Cheaper broadband packages (social tariffs) 
from local providers – Call to check eligibility
Community Fibre: 0808 196 6262
Hyperoptic: 0203 318 3209
Virgin Media: virginmedia.com/broadband/
low-income-families (any queries call 0345 454 1111)
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Get online with free help 
and support this October
Residents who don't have access or 
struggle to use the internet are being 
supported with a week of activities to 
help them get online.

In today's rapidly changing digital 
age, access to the online world has 
become a vital aspect of our daily 
lives, enabling us to stay connected 
with friends and family and access 
essential services.

However, many of our residents 
still face barriers to getting online, 
whether it’s not knowing where to 
start or not having enough data.

Tower Hamlets Council has 
joined the Get Online Week 
campaign, taking place 18-24 
October, to highlight the range of 
support available in our borough 
for those needing some extra help 

to get online, from informal drop-in 
sessions to access to free data.

Get Online Week is a national 
campaign led by the charity Good 
Things Foundation with the aim of 
helping people explore the digital 
world.

As part of Get Online Week, the 
council has launched a new map 
of the local digital support available 

and has organised special events to 
offer help to everyone.

The council has also partnered 
with the Good Things Foundation’s 
National Databank to provide free, 
pre-loaded sim-cards for residents 
who are struggling with their mobile 
data. 
• Visit one of our Idea Stores or 

Resident Hubs to learn more.

See all the ways you can reach the council face to face on the map below or visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/digitalsupport

Share your thoughts on leisure facilities
Residents are being asked for 
their views on the current leisure 
provision in the borough.

In August 2022, Cabinet approved 
plans to bring the management of 
seven leisure centres in-house when 
the current contract with leisure 
provider GLL expires in April 2024.

Insourcing the service presents 
an exciting opportunity to create 
facilities and a programme of activity 
that meets the needs and health and 
wellbeing of our residents. 

The council will focus on:
• increasing participation of our 

residents with a focus on women 

and girls

• making our services more 
inclusive and easier to access

• supporting residents' journeys to 
a healthier lifestyle

There will be opportunities for 
residents to share their experiences, 

thoughts and ideas to help shape the 
future of the council’s leisure, health 
and wellbeing service.
• To join in and for more 

information and updates visit: 
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
LeisureInsourcing
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Residents' Hubs rollout
Local people have welcomed the 
roll out of the council's Residents’ 
Hubs, which offer face-to-face 
advice to those who are unable to 
access services online or by phone.

The council has opened four 
permanent Residents’ Hub in the 
new town hall, Cubitt Town Library, 
and the Idea Stores in Chrisp Street 
and Bow. 

Another hub, in the Professional 
Development Centre, Bethnal 
Green, is due to open soon.

The hubs have staff who are 
trained to deal with a range of 
services such as parking, council 

tax, benefits, and employment 
skills, and can make referrals.

Langdon Park resident Ambia 
Awal was one of the first residents 
to check out the Chrisp Street hub. 

She said: “As a mum of young 
children it can be difficult to 
get around to other parts of the 
borough, so it’s really handy to 
have this service so close by. My 
background is in education, and I 
was able to get some advice about 
getting back into employment. 

"I’m also interested in taking part 
in some courses too, so it was good 
to be able to get some advice about 
those opportunities too.”
• Visit towerhamlets.gov.uk/

residentshub

I Can Be... aims to inspire future leaders
A new campaign is encouraging 
more people from Black, Asian 
and multi-ethnic backgrounds to 
take up senior and community 
leadership roles.

The 2021 census shows that 16.1 
per cent of White British Tower 
Hamlets residents in employment 
are managers, directors or senior 
officials, compared with 10.4 
per cent of Asian/Asian British 
residents and 8.1 per cent of Black/
Black British residents.  

Tower Hamlets Council is 
looking to change this, working 
with local residents to address this 
disparity through the I Can be… 
campaign.

The council has actively engaged 
the community through events 

and workshops. 
Humaira Begum, who attended 

one of the I Can Be… workshops at 
The Limehouse Project, said: “We 
need to see a diverse representation 
of faces in leadership roles as society 
is made up of so many different 
groups. Our diversity is a strength.” 

60-year-old Sultana Shireen 
added: “One of my daughters wants 
to be a scientist and she says it 
can be tough when she doesn’t see 
many women from her background 
pursuing these types of jobs so 
anything that helps to address that 
balance is welcome.”  

The council will formally launch 
the I Can Be… campaign in the 
autumn after collating feedback 
from the public. 

Staff in the hubs can give information on a wide range of issues, including parking, council tax and benefits, pictured with cllr Kabir Ahmed

Residents will be able to visit five new hubs across the borough

One of the I Can Be... workshops

LISTENING COUNCIL
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Summer of Fun as youngsters enjoy host of free activities
CELEBRATING OUR 
BOROUGH

Children, young people and families 
enjoyed more than 600 free 
activities during the school summer 
holidays.

Highlights of the Summer of Fun 
2023 programme, organised by 
Tower Hamlets Council, included 
creative arts workshops, sport and 
physical activity sessions aimed 
at increasing female participation 
in sports and physical activity, 
family fun days, accredited courses, 
coaching and careers workshops for 
teenagers and young adults, and 
sport camps. Many of the activities 
offered a free meal.

Shafia, who went along to the 
family fun day at Whitehorse 
Adventure Playground with her 
niece Maria, said: “We really enjoyed 
it. There were so many activities - 
from bouncy castles to messy play 
and making a milkshake, which was 
Maria’s favourite.”

There were 600 free events for families and young people across Tower Hamlets as part of the council's Summer of Fun programme
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Summer of Fun as youngsters enjoy host of free activities

Activities included sports sessions, family fun days and careers workshops
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I went to an office in Year 8 and learnt about skills

Now I analyse data, create
reports and lead presentations

We're looking for ex-Tower Hamlets students to feature
in our Alumni campaign and inspire the next generation
of young people.
 
Feature in our campaign and earn a £25 voucher.

Did you go to a school in
Tower Hamlets?

Aged 18-35?

We need your story!

theswitch.org

Get in touch
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Go online and check 
out our Idea Store 
Learning offer.
With more than 900 courses to choose 
from, there is something for everyone from 
photography, languages, art & design, dance, 
ESOL, maths to fashion and digital skills.

No need to visit an Idea Store, you can book online 
through a click of a button from the comfort of 
your own home at www.ideastore/learning

Enrol 
Now!
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If you’ve just received your exam 
results and you’re not sure what 
to do next, Tower Hamlets Young 
WorkPath may be able to help.  

Young WorkPath is a council 
service that works with young people 
aged between 13 and 19, or up to age 
25 if they have special educational 
needs or a disability.

It provides careers information, 
advice and guidance about the next 
steps available to young people.

For young people no longer in 
education, the service can support 
you in making choices about your 
future, and will also help you to 
find jobs and apprenticeships, and 

support with application forms, CVs 
and interview techniques. 

Young person Maniul spoke to 
Young WorkPath in 2022 after 
receiving his results and is now 
doing a Data Analyst Degree 
Apprenticeship at Amazon. He said: 
“Working with Amin [from Young 
WorkPath] was of great benefit.

“He helped me make a really good 
CV that was catered to the career 
field I was applying for. 

"He also helped me with my cover 
letter which I was able to use as a 
base for the interview questions."

Email: youngworkpath@
towerhamlets.gov.uk or call 0800 

3581 2410 or 0207 364 1401. 
The council has also delivered 

free careers sessions to more than 
1,000 schoolchildren.

The series, Careers Live, 
delivered five events, each focused 
on a different industry. 

Secondary schools across the 
borough attended and students 
were able to have face-to-face 
discussions with professionals 
about their career ambitions.  

Kawtar El Ouaraini, Careers 
Education and Guidance Manager 
at St Paul's Way School, said: 
“Our students chose the industry 
theme they were most intrigued to 

attend, making it a personalised and 
meaningful experience. They saw 
this opportunity as a unique way to 
explore and understand the range of 
career pathways available to them at 
their own pace."

The council hosted the events in 
partnership with the University of 
East London, Queen Mary University 
London, London Metropolitan 
University, New City College and 
Canary Wharf Group. 
• Join the council's newsletter to 

see future events towerhamlets.
gov.uk/content_pages/online_
services/Sign_up_to_our_
newsletter.aspx

School leavers helped to 
find their work path

Alongside Young WorkPath, the council has held Careers Live sessions for young people in the borough

A Tower Hamlets-based education 
charity is launching a new campaign 
to showcase the diverse and 
successful career paths of former 
students from our borough.

Whether you are a doctor, a lawyer, 
a teacher, an artist, an entrepreneur 
or anything else, The Switch would 
love to share your story with the next 
generation of professionals.

The aim is to inspire and motivate 
young people in Tower Hamlets to 
pursue their dreams and ambitions, 
and to show them the range of 
opportunities available to them.

By getting involved, you can 
make a difference to someone's life 
and help them achieve their full 
potential.

Jamie, a data analyst from Bow, 
is taking part to inspire others. He 
said: “When I was growing up I had 
zero examples of who I wanted to 
be or what I could achieve or what 
I could do. 

"It's just about creating an 
environment in Tower Hamlets that 
is of hope, vision and success and 
being able to show what all of us are 
capable of.”

Abubakr, a Legal Fellow from 
Bethnal Green, added: “I don't 
think a lot of people have my 
[professional] background in our 
borough, so it's not fair that I 
should just keep it to myself.”

If you would like to participate 
in the campaign, fill in the 
form on the charity's website at 
theswitch.org/young-people-and-
alumni/success-campaign/

Anyone who the charity chooses 
to feature on its website, social 
media and newsletter will be 
given a £25 voucher.

Share your career path to inspire others

Make a difference to someone's life
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Enrollment now open for 
more than 900 courses 
JOBS AND ECONOMY

Are you passionate about painting? 
Want to try Tai Chi? Or maybe 
you need English and Maths 
qualifications to improve your job 
prospects? Whatever your interests 
or needs, Idea Store Learning could 
have the course for you.

There are more than 900 courses 
to choose from at Idea Stores 
across Tower Hamlets, including 
fashion and textiles, learning to be 
a tour guide, belly dancing, salsa, 
woodwork, upholstery, Spanish, 
creative writing, pottery, and many 
more.

You can also study for 
qualifications in English for 
Speakers of Other Languages 
(ESOL), which is a requirement for 
some jobs, and Functional Skills in 
Maths and English.

98 per cent of past learners say 
they are highly satisfied with courses 

and would recommend them to a 
friend.

The sessions start from just £1, 
and in some cases are free if you are 
on particular benefits or have a low 
income. 

Morgan, a ballet student, said: 
“The course has positively impacted 
my health. It is a great physical and 
mental workout, and the other class 
members are lovely. The tutor is 
wonderful and makes the hard work 
we do fun.”

Learner Rubena Begum said: 
“Before coming to the Idea Store I 
couldn’t speak English, but now I 
have found a job because I learnt 
English at the Idea Store.”

Bryan McLaughlin, a woodwork 
learner, added: “Being dyslexic 
I have very much enjoyed this 
practical style of learning and have 
appreciated the tutor’s support and 
teaching skills throughout.”

Councillor Abdul Wahid, Cabinet 
Member for Jobs, Skills and Growth, 

said: “These courses are a great 
way to get some new skills, make 
new friends, and boost your 
employability. ”

Enrolment is now open for the 
September adult and community 
learning classes and closes in 

No longer making a meal out of social media

Brian Boulter took over the business in 2010

October. To join one of our ESOL, 
English, Maths or Digital Skills 
course, you will need to book 
an initial assessment session in 
September. 
• To find out more and sign up, 

visit ideastore.co.uk/learning

A traditional East End pie and 
mash shop has successfully 
secured a spot on the council’s 
business training programme. 

Eastenders Pie and Mash has 
been serving customers since 
1976, and the now owner, Brian 
Boulter, took over the business in 
2010. 

The shop is located on London’s 
famous Chrisp Street Market and 
uses local produce - the meat for 
the pies comes in directly from 
Smithfield Meat Market every day. 

Brian said: “The pandemic was 
difficult but we’re finding the 
cost-of-living crisis even more 
challenging. Our electricity bills 
have tripled, flour has doubled and 
a large tub of margarine that in 
2019 was £10.50 is now £27. The 
area is more diversified now, and 
there is more competition, but it’s 
clear that pie and mash remains 
important."  

Brian applied for Tower Hamlets 
Council’s free business training in 
March and was accepted onto the 
course in the same month. The 
programme delivers support to 
businesses looking to develop an 
existing or new income stream. 

He said: “The team has given 
me training on social media. I’m 
not a social media person, I don’t 
use it personally and I think if you 
have it and use it in your own life, 
you’re more likely to use it for your 
business.  

“The team come and see me 
every couple of weeks. We sit down 
and go through what I need to do, 
they make it really easy. They’re 
great and they do convince me that 
social media is going to work for 
us. They’re teaching me a lot and 
that’s why it is so good, I wouldn’t 
do it otherwise.” 

Brian’s training includes 
learning how to harness Google My 
Business, Facebook, Instagram and 
using scheduling platforms such as 
Loomly to drive awareness for the 
shop. 

Applications for the second 
cohort of the programme are now 
open. All the business training is 
bespoke and can be done one-to-
one or online and at a time and 
pace that is suitable. 

To read the full entry 
requirements and apply for the 
training programme, please visit: 
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/THS4

You can also study English for Speakers of Other Languages
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ICON COLLEGE 
OF TECHNOLOGY & MANAGEMENT 
LONDON 

UK& 
ELIGIBLE EU** 
STUDENTS CAN 

APPLY FOR 
STUDENT 

LOAN 



// 2023 SEPTEMBER Our EastEnd //  29

The school offers:

New modern classrooms with laptops for every student

A menu of enrichment activities to choose from

Small class sizes with strong discipline

High quality teaching and learning

Broad and balanced curriculum

Excellent GCSE results

“The teachers never failed to keep the students motivated all the time” 

- Year 11 parents
Thank you for the best secondary school experience! I’ve enjoyed my 5 years here

- Khadisa, Year 11
81-91 Commercial Road, London E1 1RD

E: info@londonenterpriseacademy.org T: 020 7426 0746
www.londonenterpriseacademy.org

London Enterprise Academy

New outdoor playground 

King Charles welcomed to Tower Hamlets

Jesse Jackson Our students with 
Sir Lewis Hamilton

“Respect for all sums up London Enterprise Academy nicely. Pupils have pride in themselves 
and their school. They are polite, courteous and welcoming. They, too, are welcomed into 

school, regardless of their background or previous experiences” - Ofsted, July 2022

    OPEN MORNINGS
MONDAY 9th OCTOBER TO FRIDAY 13th OCTOBER 9:00AM -11:00AM
    OPEN EVENINGS
TUESDAY 26th SEPTEMBER & THURSDAY 5th OCTOBER 4:00PM - 6:30PM
      YEAR 6 FUNDAY:
SATURDAY 7th OCTOBER 10:00AM - 1:00PM
FREE YEAR 6 SATS CLASSES (EVERY SATURDAY)

FROM 9th SEPTEMBER 10:00AM - 1:00PM

FOR 7 YEAR

Our students with an F1 race car

The school offers:

New modern classrooms with laptops for every student
A menu of enrichment activities to choose from

Small class sizes with strong discipline
High quality teaching and learning

Broad and balanced curriculum
Excellent GCSE results

“The teachers never failed to keep the students motivated all the time” 
- Year 11 parents

Thank you for the best secondary school experience! I’ve enjoyed my 5 years here
- Khadisa, Year 11

Visit us for
Year 7,8 & 9 places

81-91 Commercial Road, London E1 1RD
E: info@londonenterpriseacademy.org T: 020 7426 0746

www.londonenterpriseacademy.org

London Enterprise Academy

‘Respect for all sums up London Enterprise Academy nicely. Pupils have pride in 
themselves and their school. They, too, are welcomed into school, regardless of 

their background for previous experience’ - Ofsted, July 2022

New outdoor playground 

King Charles welcomed to Tower Hamlets

Jesse Jackson

Welcoming international cricket players
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Make sure you bring photo ID t o vote and know other changes
Significant changes affecting 
elections, electoral registration, 
voting systems and the borough’s 

parliamentary constituency 
boundaries are taking place, with 
further changes to be introduced 
over the next 18 months to two 
years.

Eligible residents should ensure 

they are registered to vote correctly, 
have the appropriate approved 
photographic identification if they 
plan to vote in person in the polling 
station, and understand how these 
changes will affect them.

• You can find out more information 
at towerhamlets.gov.uk/elections

COUNCIL NEWS

Voters are required to show 
approved photographic ID when 
voting in person at a polling station 
in some elections to verify their 
identity before voting.

This includes local elections and 
by-elections, UK parliamentary 
by-elections and recall petitions 
and, from October 2023, will also 
apply to UK general elections.

Accepted approved forms of 
photo ID include but are not limited 
to:
• A passport issued in the UK, any 

of the Channel Islands, the Isle of 
Man, a British Overseas Territory, 
an EEA state, or a Commonwealth 
country

• A driving licence issued in 
the UK, Northern Ireland, the 
Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, 
or an EEA state

• Some concessionary travel 
passes, such as an older person’s 
bus pass or an Oyster 60+ card

• An identity card bearing the 
Proof of Age Standards Scheme 
hologram (a ‘PASS’ card).

Voters will not need to show 
photo ID to apply to vote by post or 

proxy. Although anyone acting as a 
proxy to vote on someone’s behalf 
will need to show their own photo 
ID at the polling station.

If you don't have any of the 
approved photo ID, you can apply 
for a free voter ID document known 
as a Voter Authority Certificate 
(VAC) at www.gov.uk/apply-for-
photo-id-voter-authority-certificate

To apply for a VAC, you must 
be registered to vote, provide a 
photograph, and may need to 
provide identification before a Voter 
Authority Certificate will be issued.

Extensive training of staff and 
preparatory work is taking place 
and includes additional measures 
being put in place such as providing 
privacy areas if anyone attending 
the polling place wishes to have 
their photographic ID checked in 
private.
• There is more information 

and a full list of accepted ID at 
www.electoralcommission.org.
uk/voterID or you can call the 
Commission helpline on 0800 
328 0280

You need to show approved photo ID at your polling station before voting

The council's Electoral Registration 
Officer (ERO) is currently updating 
the electoral register which 
ensures the register has accurate 
information about the eligible 
electorate in the borough, so they 
don’t lose their right to vote.

With the Mayor of London and 
London Assembly elections taking 
place on Thursday 2 May 2024, 
and a general election due no later 
than 28 January 2025, this is an 
important opportunity for those 
eligible to vote to make sure they 
can take part.

Recent home movers are urged to 
check their details are up to date.

The annual electoral register 
update will run until November 
2023, with the revised electoral 

register published no later than 1 
December 2023.

The first stage of the process has 
concluded with the electoral register 
data uploaded to the Department 
for Work and Pensions (DWP) to be 
matched against their records.

If all the people registered to vote 
at a property match the records 
held by DWP the property falls 
into a category known as Route 1 
and the ERO will send an email, if 
the council holds an email address 
for someone in the household, to 
confirm that the details we hold for 
the property are correct.

If there isn’t an email address, 
the ERO will send a form (CCA) to 
the property and if no changes are 
needed there is no need to reply.

If there are any people at the 
property that have not matched 
with the DWP records these fall into 
a different category Route 2 and a 
form CCB (or canvass form) will be 
sent which will require completion 
and a return made.

You must respond to this form 
even if there are no changes to 
make. If the ERO does not receive 
a response, further attempts will be 
made to get a response from you, 
including sending reminder forms 
or visiting your property.

The final category, Route 3, 
relates to care homes, student 
accommodation, Houses in 
Multiple Occupation (HMOs) 
and all other properties where 
the ERO has established a contact 

such as a Duty Manager, who will 
be responsible for providing the 
correct and updated information.

Please look out for one of these 
forms and follow the instructions 
provided.

It is important that new electors 
are not automatically registered 
to vote even if you add anyone 
new to your canvass form. If that 
is the case the ERO will send 
out a separate voter registration 
application for the individual to 
complete or an application can 
be made on a secure government 
website here www.gov.uk/register-
to-vote to apply to register directly.
• Visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/

annualcanvass

Don’t lose your right to vote

You needphoto IDto vote ata pollingstation

No ID? You can apply for free voter ID

Find out more at

or call 0800 328 0280
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Make sure you bring photo ID t o vote and know other changes
The Mayor of London and London 
Assembly Elections take place 
every four years and will take place 
on Thursday 2 May 2024.

The polls were last held in 2021 
after a 12 month delay because of 
the Covid restrictions.

This means that eligible voters 
in Tower Hamlets must ensure 

they have approved photographic 
ID with them when they go to the 
polling station to cast their votes.

The counting system for the 
Mayor of London, has also changed 
from a supplementary vote system 
to a simple majority voting system, 
known as first past the post.

First past the post means you 

vote for one candidate only and the 
candidate with the most votes will 
win and become Mayor of London. 
This method is also used to elect 
local councillors and members of 
parliament.

Candidates do not have to secure 
a certain number of votes - they 
just win more votes than any other 

candidate.
The revised system will also be 

in place for the election of local 
authority mayors in England, 
so will include the borough’s 
next election for the Mayor of 
Tower Hamlets due to take place 
alongside the next council elections 
on Thursday 7 May 2026.

Be prepared for the GLA elections on Thursday 2 May 2024

The electoral map of England is 
being redrawn to reflect population 
change and that all Parliamentary 
constituencies contain roughly the 
same number of electors.

After public consultations led 
by the Boundary Commission 
for England (BCE), the final 
recommendations have now been 
submitted to Government.

If the changes are agreed, 
the number of parliamentary 
constituencies in London will 

increase from 73 to 75 and will 
directly affect Tower Hamlets.

If approved, the new 
constituencies will be used for 
the next general election, but any 
by-elections that may take place 
before then must use the existing 
constituencies.

Currently there are two 
parliamentary constituencies that 
encompass the entire borough:
• Poplar and Limehouse

• Bethnal Green and Bow.

The new recommendations 
set out three Parliamentary 
constituencies in Tower Hamlets:
• Poplar and Limehouse

• Bethnal Green and Stepney

• Stratford and Bow.

The new Stratford and Bow 
constituency will be created by 
adopting three Tower Hamlets 
Borough Wards (Bow East, Bow 
West, and Bromley North) which 
will be merged with four wards 

from neighbouring Newham 
borough (Forest Gate North, 
Forest Gate South, Green Street & 
Stratford and New Town).

It will be the responsibility of the 
Newham Acting Returning Officer 
to administer this new constituency 
and not Tower Hamlets.
• You can find out more and see an 

interactive map of the proposed 
changes at www.bcereviews.org.
uk.

Changes to the borough’s parliamentary constituencies
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Stormzy in Victoria Park

Renowned music festival All Points 
East returned to Victoria Park 
this summer, with two weekends 
of music featuring headliners 
including Stormzy, The Strokes, 
Jungle, Dermot Kennedy, and 
HAIM.

In between the main festival 
weekends, In The Neighbourhood, 
the free, four-day programme of 
activities and entertainment, also 
made its welcome annual return to 
Victoria Park.

Run in collaboration with 
Tower Hamlets Council and 
local community groups and 
organisations, the programme gave 
visitors an opportunity to enjoy a 
host of free activities including live 
music, cinema, food workshops, 
creative workshops, dance and 
theatre, sports and wellbeing, and 
family activities, making the most 
of the last weeks of the summer 
holidays.

A free live screening of the 2023 
FIFA Women's World Cup Final, 
England v Spain took place in 

TH_IS major events, with the borough hosting the London Marathon, the Big Half and festivals. This edition, we 
focus on the recent All Points East and In the Neighbourhood Festivals

Victoria Park on the first day of In 
the Neighbourhood. The historic 
moment in English football was 
watched by more than 12,000 
people as Tower Hamlets Council, 
the Mayor of London and All 
Points East hosted the screening in 
support of the Lionesses.

Along with the free community 
festival, hosting All Points East 
provides much needed income 
which helps to support council 
services. 

In addition, a minimum 
of £100,000 is invested into 
maintaining Victoria Park and 
funding activities within the park.

Hosting the festival also creates 
opportunities for local arts groups 
and performers to take part in the 
midweek events programme, offers 
local businesses opportunities to 
supply goods and services to the 
event, and provides an education 
and outreach programme for Tower 
Hamlets schools and colleges.

Lutfur Rahman, Mayor of Tower 
Hamlets, said: “I am delighted 
that this year’s festival showcased 
more local talent than ever before, 
supported enterprise and provided 
families with a host of free events 
during the school summer 

holidays.” 
Jim King, CEO of European 

Festivals at AEG Presents, said: “We 
are very lucky to collaborate with 
Tower Hamlets, making In The 
Neighbourhood a real celebration 
of the local area. This year we had 

so many fantastic local businesses 
and vendors joining us in Victoria 
Park for four days of free activities 
and entertainment. Whether 
it was a dance class, theatre or 
craft workshop, there really was 
something for everyone.”

More than 12,000 people watched the Lioness in the World Cup final
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There was fun to be had for all the family, with acts including Stormzy, bottom left, and Dermott Kennedy, bottom right
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A BRAND NEW 11-19 MIXED SCHOOL

OPENING SEPTEMBER 2024*

WITH YEAR 7 STUDENTS

Visit our website for dates and more 
information about our amazing school.
We look forward to welcoming our first cohort of Year 7 students  
to our new school in September 2024.

Mulberry Academy London Dock
10 Virginia Street, London, E1W 2AD

 020 7790 6327
 mulberrylondondock@mulberryschoolstrust.org
 @MulberryDock
 www.mulberrylondondock.org

SCAN ME

* Site currently under  
construction.

@MulberryDock

FOLLOW US
on social media for

UPDATES ABOUT

OUR NEW SCHOOL

OPEN EVENINGS
We are hosting Open Evening events for families 
interested in joining our school.
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Call 020 8980 2414 
Email info@solebayacademy.org 
Check out our Facebook page.

We’re Outstanding!
Visit us at Solebay Primary 
Academy to find out more…

We look forward to 
welcoming you for a tour 
of our school.

“Many pupils said that they
enjoy learning about different people
and that everyone is treated equally

in school. Pupils are happy here.”

“Leaders have created an

inclusive, nurturing school.”

“Leaders … provide opportunities for pupils to learn

important life skills and learn about etiquette.” 

“Leaders provide extensive
opportunities for pupils’
personal development.”

11 Solebay Street, London E1 4PW
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Thousands of families benefited 
from free summer holiday schemes 
which kept youngsters entertained, 
fed and active.  

The council worked with 
local organisations to offer the 
Department for Education-funded 
Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) 
scheme, which included a variety of 
free activites along with a nutritious 
meal to children aged 5-16 who are 
eligible for free school meals. 

The Canary Wharf Football 
Academy also ran three holiday 
clubs. 

There was high praise from young 
people who attended the HAF club 
based at Bow Cross Community 
Centre. 

Yaseen, eight, said: “I really look 
forward to the summer holidays 
now as my friends and I can meet 
and play. I came along last year and 
wanted to come again to improve 
my football skills. This year I played 

FIFA on the computer too.” 
Instisar, 13, added: “Six weeks is a 

long time to have nothing to do so 
clubs like this are amazing. You get 
to make new friends and I like being 
creative so was able to draw and 
make bracelets.”  

Volunteer Rougie Khanom, a 
talented basketball player who has 
founded a basketball team in the 
borough to encourage more women 
to play, said: “It is so important to 
get children active from a young age 
so they develop good lifelong habits. 

"So many parents dread the 
summer holidays as they don’t know 
how they will keep their youngsters 
busy and feel guilty if they are left to 
watch TV and not play outside.  

“That’s why the HAF scheme is so 
important as it gives children a safe 
place to play, socialise and learn new 
skills. I am keen to get more young 
girls into sport and would love to see 
girls take up basketball.” 

By the end of the summer, the 
scheme will have reached more than 
3,500 children across the borough 

COST OF LIVING

Free summer clubs for kids

and provided more than 50,000 
meals.
• The council provides information 

on financial support as well as 

help with issues around food, 
energy, employment, debt and 
health at towerhamlets.gov.uk/
costofliving

Children enjoyed free activities and lunch

Do something 
amazing by becoming 
a foster carer
Local children need loving and 
supportive foster carers now.

Tower Hamlets Council offers carers lots of support 
including fantastic training opportunities and 
financial support of up to £850 per week (per child 
depending on age). Foster carers also receive 50% 
off their council tax bill and a generous referral 
scheme offering £1,000 for every carer who they 
refer on to be successfully approved to foster.

Call: 020 7364 1246 
www.fosteringtowerhamlets.co.uk
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Get together with your neighbours 
and green up your street.

Trees for Streets is a national 
organisation that works to support 
residents and businesses to plant 
trees in their neighbourhood. 

Since June 2021, residents and 
businesses have already planted 
more than 200 trees in Tower 
Hamlets.  

There are so many benefits to 
planting trees. 

Resident, Dominic, said: "This 
scheme is amazing, and I think that 
Tower Hamlets council deserves a 
lot of credit for getting involved. I’d 
recommend it to anyone.

"Trees are magic and there’s 
never any downside to planting 
more of them!"

In addition to beautifying streets, 
they absorb carbon and they provide 

much-needed shade. 
You can support a local crowd-

funder that already exists or you 
can start your own with your 
neighbours. 

Areas will be checked for 
suitability before planting begins 
later this year.

Local businesses can participate 
in greening the area around their 
workplace too. 

Residents can also help to water 
newly planted trees, especially 
during the warmer months, to help 
ensure they thrive.  

All planted trees through Trees 
for Streets are in addition to the 
trees the council is already working 
hard to plant around the borough.
• For more information and to sign 

up, visit www.treesforstreets.org/
towerhamlets Dominic with one of the trees planted by Trees for Streets

Trees for your streets

CLEAN AND GREEN

Can I recycle this plastic?
Residents are being reminded what 
types of plastic they can and can't 
recycle as part of a new campaign.

The council's campaign, Let's 
Rethink It, aims to improve 
the recycling rate across Tower 
Hamlets.

Currently, the recycling rate is 
just below 18 per cent - far below 
the average recycling rate of around 
27 per cent for inner London 
boroughs.

Recycling means we don't need 
to get new raw materials from 
the earth, decreasing forestry and 
mining. 

It also reduces the amount of 
waste and reduces the amount of 
carbon dioxide released into the 
atmosphere, which is damaging to 
the planet.

You can recycle bottles and caps, 
such as shampoo bottles, pots such 
as yoghurt pots, fruit punnets, and 
tubs such as for butter and ice 
cream. Make sure items and empty 
and give them a rinse before putting 
in the recycling.

You can't recycle film from pots 
or trays, crisp or sweet wrapers, 
polystyrene or carrier bags and 
wrapping film. These items need to 
go into your household waste.
• Find out more about what you can 

and can't recycle at towerhamlets.
gov.uk/letsrethinkit The council is encouraging all residents to make sure they only recycle the correct types of plastic
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A high performing 
specialist school

 The school has high ambitions 
for all pupils.  It partners with 
prestigious businesses and 
universities to inspire them.  
Pupils are well-motivated and 
work hard to achieve success.
OFSTED

 Pupils meet the school’s high 
expectations of them. They treat 
each other and adults with respect. 
Pupils are happy and feel safe  
at school.
OFSTED

 I like the school because  
we are inspired to be the  
best we can be in  
everything we do.”
Year 8 Student

 I am really happy at Stepney Green 
School. My teachers expect the very best 
from me and in return I feel valued and 
respected as an individual.”
10 Student

 Our parents, staff and governors 
have high expectations of all our 
students. We believe in  
building a school where  
the learning environment  
is fit for the 21st century,  
where all our students  
are valued and known.”
Chair of Governors 

YEAR 6

Part of the

OPEN MORNINGS 9AM - 11.00AM 
FRIDAY 8TH, THURSDAY 14TH, TUESDAY 19TH AND THURSDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 2023
AND FRIDAY 6TH, TUESDAY 10TH AND THURSDAY 19TH OCTOBER 2023

OPEN EVENING 4PM – 6PM
WEDNESDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2023

Mulberry Stepney Green  
Maths, Computing and Science College 
Ben Jonson Road, London E1 4SD

 020 7790 6361
 mail@mulberrystepneygreen.org 
 www.mulberrystepneygreen.org
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Mulberry Stepney Green  
Maths, Computing and Science College 
Ben Jonson Road, London E1 4SD

 020 7790 6361
 mail@mulberrystepneygreen.org 
 www.mulberrystepneygreen.org

A high
in our hands

Part of the

Your future    IS SAFE 

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING
Wednesday 15th November 2023 
4.00pm-6.30pm

Academic 
excellence

We aim to take students 
out of their comfort 

zone so they become 
resilient in the pursuit 

of knowledge and 
understanding.

Planned 
programme  

of enrichment
We understand the 

importance of developing a 
broad range of transferable 

skills alongside excellent 
academic outcomes.

UCAS  
and Oxbridge 
programme
We have a well 

developed, early 
application and Oxbridge 
programme, tailored to 
the individual needs of 

each student.

Broad  
and balanced 

curriculum
We offer many 

curriculum choices 
from sports to Arts and 
Business to Humanities. 

MSG is a specialist in 
Maths, Science and 

Computing.

Trips and 
residentials

We value learning 
outside the classroom: 

residential trips to 
Wales, Lake District 

and Rome are popular 
amongst our students.

“In the Sixth Form, teachers develop 
a real depth of knowledge and 

understanding in students.” 
Ofsted Inspection Report

31st January 2022
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We offer excellent, first class teaching 
and outstanding pastoral care.

A brand new, fully  
inclusive primary 
school for local families.

Come and  
visit our brand 
new building!

  
@MulberryWW

follow us on 
Twitter for regular 

updates about 
school life

If you have any 
questions about 
our lovely school, 
contact us and 
our friendly staff 
will be happy to 
help you.

SCAN ME

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Open 
Events
VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR DATES AND 
INFORMATION ABOUT 
OUR UPCOMING EVENTS.

Mulberry Wood Wharf Primary
20 Brannan Street, London E14 9ZR

 020 8713 0183
m mulberrywoodwharf@mulberryschoolstrust.org

 www.mulberrywoodwharf.org 
 @MulberryWW
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Standing up for fairness and social 
justice is part of the fabric of the 
history of the East End, extending 
back to and beyond the matchgirl 
and Dockworkers strikes of the 
1880s.

1921 saw the actions of Poplar 
Borough Council hit the headlines 
in what has become known today as 
the Poplar Rates Rebellion.

As Pippa Catterall, Professor of 
History and Policy at the University 
of Westminster, explains: “At the 
time, poverty in Poplar was rife.

"Just 2.5 per cent of the population 
was deemed middle class and there 
were high rates of unemployment 
and overcrowding. 

"Poplar had a population of 
162,000, which is not much 
smaller than the whole of Tower 
Hamlets now.”

The political landscape was also 
different, with Poplar having its 
own borough council rather than 
being part of Tower Hamlets. The 
Greater London Authority also 
didn’t exist, but instead there was 
the London County Council (LCC).

Councillors on Poplar Borough 
Council became frustrated by an 
unfair system of rates, a forerunner 
of council tax. 

In particular, the poorest borough 
in the capital objected to paying 
much more than its fair share 
towards London-wide bodies like 
the LCC.

In response, the Poplar 
councillors decided not to levy 
or pay the precept, the London-
wide element of the rates. Thirty 
councillors, including six women, 
were sent to prison indefinitely for 
contempt of court for refusing a 
court order to pay the money.

Pippa continues: “There was a 
lot of support for the councillors. 
There is a famous photograph of 
one of them, Minnie Lansbury, with 
a suitcase and cheering crowds as 
she is taken to prison.

“The councillors started holding 
council meetings in Brixton Prison, 
taking the women over from 
Holloway Prison where they were 
being held.

“People had signs in their 
windows supporting the 
councillors, and they would sing to 
them through the prison windows 
to show their support.

“It looked ridiculous and was 
embarrassing for the county council. 
Stepney Borough Council was also 
considering following in Poplar’s 
footsteps.

“The only way the LCC could get 
a resolution was to back down over 
this issue.

“After six weeks, the councillors 
were released, and an Irish band 
marched them home with pipes and 
drums playing.”

A new law was also brought in 

HISTORY

'Standing up for equality'

to make the system of rates fairer 
for poorer boroughs. However, 
as Pippa says, the impact of the 
rebellion is far wider than that.

She explains: “The councillors 
made themselves into martyrs and 
the LCC and government looked 
like bullies – it was political theatre 
at its best. Due to legal changes 
after this rebellion, councils can 
no longer take this action and so 
it does impact how they can fight 
against inequalities and unfairness 

in political and tax systems.
“But this was a great example of 

David and Goliath: standing up for 
what is right – local people and 
social justice – and winning against 
the odds. 

"It shows fighting for social 
justice isn’t all about isms and 
complicated theories, it is about 
taking the right course of action, 
and using an appeal to fairness 
to win the argument and right a 
wrong."

Top, Minnie Lansbury on her way to prison, surrounded by cheering crowds. Credit: islandhistory.wordpress.
com. And, below, the mural to the rebellion
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ARTS & EVENTS
WHAT’S ON

The idea of love conquering all 
despite adversity is the key theme of 
this year’s Season of Bangla Drama 
festival, which returns to Tower 
Hamlets this November.

The borough will once again host 
the acclaimed Bangladeshi theatre 
festival which is in its 20th year and 
has the title '20 Acts of Love'.

A Season of Bangla Drama 
champions new writing and 
younger writers. 

Mitali Arts Group tackle 
loneliness and neglect of the elderly 
in Fhire Pawa Jouban (Youthfulness 
Returns); and tragedy and survival 
are the issues faced in The Final 
Trumpet by Queen of Arts.

Trioarts tell a story that tests 
the limits of love in Bandhan 
(Everlasting Love).

Monchoshoilee unpick the many 
complex facets of love in Biborno 
Krishnochura. This play is all 
about passion, with cultural and 
generational baggage thrown in.

Real life comes to the fore in 
three unique productions. 

Farha Bi's Cycling Towards 
Freedom is an autobiographical 
tale. It tells the true story of her 
physical, emotional and educational 
journey on two wheels. 

Season of Bangla Drama 

The Brady Arts and Community 
Centre in Whitechapel is joining 
other venues for this year’s 
Open House Festival, an annual 
celebration of London’s buildings, 
architecture and neighbourhoods. 

The building was specifically 

designed as a youth club for Jewish 
girls when it opened in 1935 and it 
later incorporated the Brady Boys 
Jewish Club. 

Not only does it maintain many 
original architectural features, it 
still retains its important status 

Explore the Brady Centre at open house
October is Black History Month

at the heart of the community, 
offering spaces and facilities for 
local residents and, in particular, 
young people to enjoy.

There will be a range of free 
activities including arts workshops, 
screenings, exhibitions and more 

to provide a taste of what's on offer. 
The centre will be open on 

Saturday 16 September from 
12noon to 4pm. 

It is free and no booking is 
required. Space is limited. First 
come, first served.

Alana Jelinek presents the 
heartwarming tale of a 25-year 
friendship between Muslims and 
Jews who live and work in Tower 
Hamlets. 

Purbanat CIC are also inspired 
by real life, and, in particular, the 
Egyptian revolution of 2011. They 
present a satire and critique of 
performers' rights based on a lived 
experience.

Bishwo Shahitto Kendro UK 
analyse the power of poetry as a 
vehicle for the theme of love in 
Poems of Dropping Anchor. 

Further productions open up 
the artform through music, dance 
and movement. Daedalus Theatre 
Company use storytellers and 
musicians to explore love across 
boundaries in Ten Years East. 

Dhanush Veena Giridhar 
celebrates the love of music as a 
force for connection in Harmonium 
Melodies.

Adity Roy uses dance to teach 
children universal lessons. The 
horrors of war are set against 
love and acceptance as the key to 
betterment in Abinashi Anurag 
(Eternal Love). 

The Two Headed Bird (Dou 
Martha Pakhi) by Tamarind Theatre 

Co provides joy and colour with 
music, movement and puppetry. 
They narrate a couple's struggle 
to find love against danger and 
conflict in a fishing town.

The festival will run from 1-26 

November. It will incorporate 
a fringe programme of events 
including exhibitions, talks and 
walks.
• Visit towerhamlets.gov.uk/

seasonbangladrama

The festival takes place for three weeks in November

Get involved in Black History Month
A full programme of events and 
activities for people of all ages and 
interests will soon be announced 
to mark Black History Month in 
October.

Projects will offer residents the 
opportunity to engage with the 
richness of Black arts, culture and 
history, including film strands from 
Genesis Cinema and Raindance 
Film Festival.

Young creatives can learn 
new skills with Purple Moon 
Drama’s performing arts sessions, 
and Spotlight has a youth-led 

programme titled ‘Celebrating our 
Sisters’ 

Somali female journalists will 
also be exploring the challenges 
faced by Muslim black woman 
in the media in an evening called 
'Creating space for the Next 
Generation Creatives'.

Grand Union Orchestra, The 
Works Cafe, and Poplar Union will 
offer a programme of performance 
of music from across Africa.

A community-based party will 
take place at St Paul’s Church, 
and Newham African Caribbean 

Resource Centre will be holding 
a family celebration of culture 
heritage including reminiscence, 
storytelling, drumming and more.

Tower Hamlets Local History 
Library and Archives is holding a 
free, day-long event including talks 
and an interactive ‘Collections Care’ 
workshop to look at African and 
Caribbean collections and how they 
have contributed to highlighting the 
histories of Black people in the East 
End.
• Full listings at www.towerhamlets.

gov.uk/blackhistorymonth



// 2023 JUNE Our EastEnd //  45

ARTS & EVENTS
WHAT’S ON

£6
museumoflondon.org.uk/
museum-london-docklands

Festival of Spice 
War Stories
This exhibition is part of the East 
India Company Spice War Stories 
Project (1600-1625) which looks at 
the English East India Company and 
its aggressive competition with the 
Dutch East India Company to secure 
highly valuable eastern spices. 
24 October to 4 November
The Art Pavilion, Mile End Park, 
Clinton Road, E3 4QY
Free admission
bricklanecircle.org.

20 Seasons of 
Bangla Drama
These striking photographs show the 
important role played by A Season 
of Bangla Drama over the past two 
decades, particularly amongst 
East London’s British Bangladeshi 
community.
1-26 November
Brady Arts and Community 
Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, 
Whitechapel E1 5HU

Glasgow Girls - 
’Nourish’
This is an exhibition of three painters 
Rosemary Beaton, Lesley Burr and 
Alison Harper, who all graduated 
from Glasgow School of Art in the 
1980s.  
Known as the ‘Glasgow Girls’, 
they were part of a resurgence in 
expressive figurative painting. The 
exhibition curates artwork from over 
three decades.
18-27 November, 11am-6pm
Free entry
The Art Pavilion, Mile End Park
towerhamlets.gov.uk/arts

Markets and 
fairs
Book Fair, Literary 
and Cultural 
Festival
The weekend includes literary 
discussions, children’s performances, 
drawing workshops, book launches, 
book stalls, dance performances, 
poetry recitations and more.
10 and 11 September, 1.30pm-
11pm.
The Art Pavilion, Mile End Park, 
Clinton Road, E3 4QY
Free admission
sommilito.blogspot.com 

GDIF 
Pan Catwalk 
Two performers, one catwalk and a 
never-ending row of outfits. Through 
a fusion of fashion, choreography, live 
music and theatre, this 40-minute 
performance challenges the urge to 
label or judge others based on how 
they appear
6, 7, 9 & 10 September, 1.30pm & 
4pm
Canary Wharf Estate
festival.org/gdif/whats-on/pan-
catwalk/

Dancing City
Outdoor dance will transform the 
piazzas, parks and waterfronts of 
Canary Wharf. Every performance is 
free and unticketed – just show up.
9-10 September
Canary Wharf Estate
festival.org/gdif/whats-on/
dancing-city-2023

Classes and 
workshops
Art4U2 classes
Hone your skills or learn how to use a 
variety of media.
Selected dates through Sep, Oct and 
Nov.
Brady Arts & Community Centre
£8 per session. Drop-in or sign-
up. Email ginnyhawke5@hotmail.
co.uk.

Autumn Half Term 
workshops
A series of free creative craft 
workshops during October half term 
for young people aged 11-19.
24-27 October (11am-4pm)

Brady Arts and Community 
Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, 
Whitechapel E1 5HU
Email ateamartseducation@
gmailcom

Exhibitions
Rhythm of Images
This free exhibition of painted 
textiles celebrates Indian classical 
dance heritage and culminates in a 
performance on 30 September.
7–30 September (Mon-Fri 9am-
7pm, Sat 10am-4pm)
Brady Arts and Community 
Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, 
Whitechapel E1 5HU 

Black History 
Month 
Photography 
Exhibition
A diverse collection of work by 
black photographers. 
6-27 October (Mon-Fri 9am-
6pm, Sat 10am-4pm)
Brady Arts and Community 
Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, 
Whitechapel E1 5HU

ELP Festival of 
Print
Embrace the magic of printmaking 
at East London Printmakers' 
annual Festival of Print exhibition, 
as it celebrates 25 years.
The exhibition will showcase an 
array of prints, featuring traditional 
and contemporary artworks.
30 November-10 December
Free
The Art Pavilion, Mile End 
Park, Clinton Road, E3 4QY
www.eastlondonprintmakers.

co.uk

Fashion City - How 
Jewish Londoners 
shaped global style
Discover the stories behind the 
Jewish fashion makers who became 
leaders in their industries, founded 
retail chains still on the high street 
today, and dressed the rich and 
famous.
13 October 2023-14 April 2024
Museum of London Docklands
Adults from £12, children from 

Urban Makers
Now in its eighth year, Urban 
Makers returns to host its annual 
festive makers’ market. 50 different 
designers each day will be selling 
everything from Christmas gifts 
to art. All sustainable and ethical. 
Urban Makers Feast will be selling 
festive food and drink. 
There will also be a range of craft 
workshops.
Free entry.
November 25 & 26 and 
December 9 & 10.  (11am-5pm)
Ecology Pavilion, Mile End Park, 
Grove Road, E3 5TW
www.urbanmakers.co.uk

Judy’s Vintage 

Furniture Flea
Voted 'Best Fair' by the Vintage 
Guide to London. The event features 
top vintage traders, all offering 
furniture and homewares without 
costing the earth.
Sunday 17 September, 10.30am-
4pm
The Art Pavilion, Mile End Park, 
Clinton Road, E3 4QY
General entry £4, Kids under 16 
free.
Visitjudysvintagefair.com/
furniture-flea/

Theatre
The 25th Annual 
Putnam County 
Spelling Bee
Young hopefuls take part in the 
spelling championship of a lifetime.
Six spellers enter - one speller leaves 
a champion! Come along to find out 
who... 
19-24 September
Brady Arts & Community 
Centre, Whitechapel, E1 5HU
www.mtisshows.co.uk

Challenge the urge to label Sustainable and ethical

Hone your skills

Who will win the spelling bee?

East London Printmakers
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KNOW YOUR 
COUNCIL

THERE ARE 45 COUNCILLORS IN 20 WARDS: 24 ASPIRE, 19 LABOUR PARTY, 1 GREEN, 1 CONSERVATIVE.

BETHNAL GREEN 
EAST

Sirajul 
Islam  
(Labour)

 
cllr.sirajul.islam@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07931 708 308

Ahmodul 
Kabir (Aspire)

 
ahmodul.

kabir@towerhamlets.gov.
uk

Rebaka 
Sultana 
(Labour)

 
rebaka.sultana@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07808 275552

BLACKWALL & 
CUBITT TOWN

Ahmodur 
Khan 
(Aspire) 

ahmodur.khan@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

Abdul Malik 
(Aspire)

 
abdul.malik3@

towerhamlets.gov.uk

Bellal Uddin 
(Aspire) 

bellal.uddin@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

BROMLEY 
SOUTH

Bodrul  
 Choudhury  

(Aspire) 

bodrul.choudhury@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

Shubo 
Hussain 
(Labour)

 
shubo.hussain@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07539 225660

ISLAND 
GARDENS

Mufeedah 
Bustin  
(Labour)

 
mufeedah.bustin@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07759 905377

Peter Golds 
(Conservative)

 

councillorpetergolds@
gmail.com 
020 7364 4830

BOW WEST 

Asma 
Begum 
(Labour)

 
cllr.asmak.begum@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07946 292712

Nathalie 
Bienfait 
(Green) 

nathalie.bienfait@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07414 154959

BETHNAL GREEN 
WEST

Musthak 
Ahmed 
(Aspire)

 
musthak.ahmed@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07723 622204

Abu 
Chowdhury 
(Aspire)

 
abu.chowdhury@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07951 125543

Amin 
Rahman 
(Aspire)

 
amin.rahman@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07949 006520

BROMLEY 
NORTH

Saif  
Uddin 
Khaled 
(Aspire)

saif.khaled@towerhamlets.
gov.uk

Abdul 
Mannan 
(Aspire)

 
abdul.mannan@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07956 436642

CANARY WHARF 

Saied 
Ahmed 
(Aspire)

 
saied.ahmed@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

Maium 
Talukdar 
(Aspire) 

maium.talukdar@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07983 798791

LANSBURY 

Ohid  
Ahmed 
(Aspire) 

ohid.ahmed@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07984 424 913

Jahed 
Choudhury 
(Aspire)

 
jahed.choudhury@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07782 259443

Iqbal 
Hossain 
(Aspire)

 
iqbal.hossain@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

BOW EAST 

Amina Ali 
(Labour)

 
 

amina.ali@towerhamlets.
gov.uk

Rachel Blake  
(Labour)

 
cllr.rachel.

blake@towerhamlets.gov.
uk

Marc Francis 
(Labour)

 
cllr.marc.
francis@

towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07973 815272
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LIMEHOUSE 

James King 
(Labour) 

 
james.king@towerhamlets.
gov.uk 
07736 371160

POPLAR 

Gulam 
Kibria 
Choudhury 
(Aspire)

gulam.k.choudhury@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07846 659941

ST KATHERINE'S 
& WAPPING

Amy  
Lee 
(Labour)

 
amy.lee@towerhamlets.
gov.uk 
07845 708627

Abdal  
Ullah  
(Labour)

 
abdal.ullah@towerhamlets.
gov.uk 
07956 124264

WEAVERS 

Kabir 
Ahmed  
(Aspire)

 
kabir.ahmed2@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07572 609 549

Asma Islam 
(Labour)

 
 

asma.islam@towerhamlets.
gov.uk 
07538 325176

SPITALFIELDS & 
BANGLATOWN

Suluk 
Ahmed 
(Aspire)

 
suluk.ahmed@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07956 830783

Kabir 
Hussain 
(Aspire) 

kabir.hussain@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07828 424124

MILE END 

Leelu 
Ahmed 
(Labour) 

leelu.ahmed@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

Mohammad 
Chowdhury 
(Labour) 
 

mohammad.chowdhury@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07877 471838

Sabina Khan  
(Labour) 
 
 
sabina.khan@

towerhamlets.gov.uk

ST DUNSTAN'S

 
Maisha 
Begum 
(Labour) 

maisha.begum@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07535 288572

Ayas Miah 
(Labour)

 
cllr.ayas.miah@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07961 566066

STEPNEY GREEN 

Sabina 
Akhtar 
(Labour)

 
sabina.akhtar@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07961 792965

Abdul Wahid 
(Aspire)

 
abdul.wahid@

towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07383 458289

WHITECHAPEL 

Faroque 
Ahmed 
(Labour) 

faroque.ahmed@
towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07956 972328

Shafi Ahmed 
(Aspire)

 
shafi.ahmed@

towerhamlets.gov.uk 
07956 959764

Kamrul Hussain 
(Aspire) 

kamrul.
hussain@

towerhamlets.gov.uk

SHADWELL 

Ana Miah 
(Aspire)

 
 

ana.miah@towerhamlets.
gov.uk

Harun Miah 
(Aspire)

harunmiahcllr@outlook.
com 
07949 051 295

The members of the Cabinet are:
Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Education and Lifelong Learning  
(Statutory Deputy Mayor) - Cllr Maium Talukdar

Resources and the Cost of Living - Cllr Saied Ahmed
Regeneration, Inclusive Development and Housebuilding - Cllr Kabir Ahmed
Safer Communities - Cllr Abu Talha Choudhury
Environment and the Climate Emergency - Cllr Kabir Hussain
Health, Wellbeing and Social Care - Cllr Gulam Kibria Choudhury
Jobs, Skills and Growth - Cllr Abdul Wahid
Equalities and Social Inclusion - Cllr Suluk Ahmed
Culture and Recreation - Cllr Iqbal Hossain

Tower Hamlets Council has a system of 
governance in which the elected mayor, 
Lutfur Rahman (Aspire, right), has 
personal responsibility and executive 
powers. Mayor Rahman is responsible for 
determining and delivering a wide  
range of policies and priorities.  
He is advised by his cabinet of  
councillors and by council officers.

THERE ARE 45 COUNCILLORS IN 20 WARDS: 24 ASPIRE, 19 LABOUR PARTY, 1 GREEN, 1 CONSERVATIVE.
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Avcwb wK M¨vivw›UW 

†i›U A_©vr wbwðZ 

fvov ‡c‡Z Pvb?

Z‡e †Kb UvIqvi 

n¨vg‡jUm& KvDwÝ‡ji 

Kv‡QB fvov ‡`qv bq?

Avgv‡`i mv‡_ KvR Kivi gv‡b n‡jv †Kv‡bv 

G‡R›U bvB, ‡Kvb wd bvB Ges i‡q‡Q wbwðZ 

fvovi M¨vivw›U| 

AvMÖnx? Avcbvi hveZxq Z_¨ ‡iwRw÷ª Ki‡Z 

wfwRU Kiæb www.towerhamlets.
gov.uk/RentToUs 

fvovwUqv‡`i‡K Zv‡`i AwaKvi 

m¤ú‡K© weåvšÍ Kivq Ges Ni †_‡K 

‡ei K‡i †`qvi ûgwK ‡`qvi Aciv‡a 

GKRb j¨vÛjW© A_©vr evwoi 

gvwjK‡K 8,000 cvDÛ cÖ̀ v‡bi 

Av‡`k w`‡q‡Qb Av`vjZ|

UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm KvDwÝ‡ji 

Gbfvqib‡g›Uvj †nj_ A¨vÛ 

†UªwWs ÷¨vÛvW©m& wU‡gi Kv‡Q 2017 

mv‡ji †k‡li w`‡K †_‡K 2018 

mv‡ji ïiæi w`‡K jÛb K‡c©v‡iU 

A¨vcvU©‡g›U wjwg‡UW bv‡gi GKwU 

‡Kv¤úvbx m¤ú‡K© Pvi evwm›`v Zv‡`i 

AwaKvi m¤ú‡K© weåvšÍ Kivq Ges 

ỳB Rb fvovwUqv‡K D‡”Q‡`i ûgwK 

†`qvi Awf‡hvM K‡iwQ‡jb|

jÛb K‡c©v‡iU A¨vcvU©‡g›Um 

wjwg‡U‡Wi cwiPvjK Lv‡j` Av‡e` 

- Avjiv‡RK Zvi fvov‡U‡`i 

mv‡_ m¤úwK©Z ỳwU weåvwšÍKi I 

AvµgYvZ¥K  evwYwR¨K Kvh©µg 

cwiPvjbvi Rb¨ †`vlx mve¨ Í̄ nb|

AvµgbvZ¥K evwYwR¨K PP©vi Rb¨ 

Zv‡K 2,000 cvDÛ Ges fvov‡U 

Pyw³i cwie‡Z© jvB‡mÝ cª̀ v‡bi Rb¨ 

1,800 cvDÛ Rwigvbv Kiv nq| 

Zv‡K †diZ bv cvIqv ỳwU Avgvb‡Zi 

Rb¨I 1,255 cvDÛ ¶wZc~iY w`‡Z 

n‡qwQj Ges AvµgbvZ¥K evwYwR¨K 

Abykxj‡bi †¶‡Î GKRb wfKwUg‡K 

Av‡iv 285 cvDÛ ¶wZc~iY ‡`qvi 

wb‡ ©̀k ‡`b| gvgjvi Li‡Pi Rb¨ 

j¨vÛjW©‡K 3,000 cvDÛ cÖ̀ v‡biI 

Av‡`k †`Iqv nq| 

‡Kwe‡bU †g¤^vi di wi‡Rbv‡ikb, 

BbK¬zwmf †W‡fjc‡g›U GÛ 

nvDRwewìs, KvDwÝji Kwei 

Avn‡g` e‡j‡Qb, ÒGwU GKwU KwVb 

gvgjv wQj Ges Avwg mv¶x‡`i Ges 

Avgv‡`i KvDwÝj wUg‡K Zv‡`i 

K‡Vvi cwikªg Ges Aa¨emv‡qi Rb¨ 

ab¨ev` Rvbv‡Z PvB|Ó

fvovwUqv‡`i weåvšÍ Kivq j¨vÛj‡W©i 8 nvRvi cvDÛ Rwigvbv
Landlord fined £8,000 for misleading 
tenants – page 4

UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm KvDwÝj 2021-2022 

A_©eQ‡i m‡›`nRbK ‡mvk¨vj nvDwRs 

d«W A_©vr KvDwÝ‡ji evwoÑNi wb‡q 

RvwjqvwZ ev cÖZviYvi `yBkZ cuPvËiwU 

Awf‡hvM Z`šÍ K‡i‡Q|

GB Z`‡šÍi ci, 33wU mvgvwRK Avevmb 

m¤úwË cyYiæ×vi Kiv nq, mvZwU ivBU Uy 

evB A¨vwcø‡Kkb cªwZ‡iva Kiv nq Ges 

GKRb‡K RvwjqvwZi Rb¨ †`vlx mve¨¯Í 

Kiv nq|

KvDwÝj Zvi evwm›`v‡`i ‡mvk¨vj 

nvDwRs mieiv‡ni Rb¨ µgea©gvb 

Pv‡ci g‡a¨ i‡q‡Q, ZvB Avgv‡`i 

Aek¨B wbwðZ Ki‡Z n‡e †h Avgv‡`i 

evwo¸wj Ggb †jvK‡`i Kv‡Q hvq hviv 

G¸‡jv cvIqvi AvBbZ AwaKvix| wKš‘ 

hw` evwo¸wj cvIqvi AvBbMZ AwaKvi 

bv _vKv †jvK‡`i Kv‡Q P‡j hvq, Zvn‡j 

A‡c¶gvY ZvwjKvq _vKv Avcbv‡K 

AviI †ewk A‡c¶v Ki‡Z n‡Z cv‡i|

nvDwRs RvwjqvwZi D`vniY¸wji g‡a¨ 

i‡q‡Q, hLb GKRb e¨w³ †R‡bï‡b 

Zv‡`i Av‡e`‡b wg_¨v Z_¨ cª`vb K‡i; 

mve‡jwUs RvwjqvwZ nj hLb GKRb 

fvov‡U Zv‡`i m¤úwËi cy‡ivUv ev 

Ask we‡kl evwoIqvjvi AbygwZ Qvov 

Ab¨ KvD‡K fvov †`q; ev DËivwaKvi 

RvwjqvwZ nj hLb ‡Kvb ˆea fvov‡U 

gviv hvIqvi c‡i ev Ab¨Î P‡j hvIqvi 

c‡i, D³ e¨w³i cwiev‡ii GKRb 

†hvM¨ m`m¨ bq Ggb †KD H ‡cÖvcvwU©‡Z 

P‡j Av‡m|

‡mvk¨vj nvDwRs wb‡q RvwjqvwZi 
weiæ‡× Awfhvb ïiæ, mZK© †nvb

KvDwÝj ïaygvÎ Zvi eivÏ 

bxwZ Abyhvqx evwo-Ni 

eivÏ K‡i _v‡K| cªwZwU 

Av‡e`bcÎ ˆea Ges 

mwVKfv‡e AMªvwaKvi †`Iqv 

n‡q‡Q - Zv wbwðZ Ki‡Z 

GKvwaK cix¶v-wbix¶v 

Kiv nq| 

KvDwÝ‡ji evwo myiw¶Z 

Kivi Rb¨ †KD hw` KLbI 

Avcbvi Kv‡Q A_© Pvq, 

Z‡e Zv wbtm‡›`‡n GKwU 

cÖZviYvt

- KvDwÝj Awdmvi e‡j `vwe 
K‡i †KD hw` Avcbvi Kv‡Q 
Av‡m Zvn‡j KLbB Zv‡K 
†Kvb A_© w`‡eb bv

- hw` UvDb n‡ji Af¨šÍ‡i 
Ges Av‡kcv‡k ‡KD Avcbvi 
mv‡_ †hvMv‡hvM K‡i, 
Zvn‡j Awej‡¤^ KvDwÝ‡ji 
d¨vwmwjwU g¨v‡bR‡g›U wU‡gi 
Kv‡Q wi‡cvU© Kiæb

- KvDwÝj Awdmviiv KLbB 
evwoi Av‡e`b¸wj we‡ePbvi 
Kivi Rb¨ A_© PvB‡eb bv

- G ai‡bi †hvMv‡hvM ev A‡_©i 
Aby‡iva cywj‡ki Kv‡Q 
wi‡cvU© Kiæb|

RvwjqvwZ wi‡cvwU©s nUjvBb 

0800 528 0294 G Kj 

Kiæbt ev B‡gj Kiæbt 

Warning as crackdown on social housing fraud begins –page 4

evwoÑNi wb‡q RvwjqvwZ Gwo‡q Pjyb

UvIqvi n¨vg‡jU‡mi 

cªvq 38 nvRvi ¯‹zj 

wkÿv_©x wd« ¯‹zj wgjm& 

A_©vr ¯‹y‡j webvg~‡j¨ 

Lvevi †_‡K DcK„Z 

n‡e| Bsj¨v‡Ûi g‡a¨ 

cÖ_g KvDwÝj wn‡m‡e 

UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm 16 

eQi eqm ch©šÍ mKj wkÿv_©x‡K 

¯‹z‡j wd« Lvevi mieiv‡ni D‡`¨vM 

wb‡q AbyKiYxq `„ôvšÍ ¯’vcb 

Ki‡jv|

KvDwÝj 2014 mvj †_‡K cªv_wgK  

we`¨vj‡qi mKj wkïi Rb¨ 

webvg~‡j¨ ¯‹y‡ji Lvev‡ii Rb¨ 

A_©vqb K‡i‡Q, Ges 2023 

mv‡ji †m‡Þ¤^i †_‡K gva¨wgK 

ch©v‡qi ¯‹zj¸‡jv‡Z GB D‡`¨vM 

wZbwU av‡c Pvjy Kiv n‡”Q|

Free school meals 
launch – Page 15

webvg~‡j¨ ¯‹y‡ji Lvevi mieivn

socialhousingfraud@
towerhamlets.gov.uk
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UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm evivi wkÿv_©xiv 

Zv‡`i G-†j‡fj Ges wRwmGmB 

†Z `viæY mvdj¨ AR©b K‡i‡Q| cªvq 

wZb-PZy_©vsk (70.5 kZvsk) wk¶v_x© 

Zv‡`i G †j‡f‡j G* †_‡K wm †MªW 

jvf K‡i| cixÿv_©x‡`i cªvq GK 

cÂgvsk (18.1 kZvsk) GKwU G* 

ev G †MªW ‡c‡q‡Q, hv 2019 mv‡ji 

Zyjbvq 1.6 kZvsk ‡ewk|

UvIqvi n¨vg‡jU‡m hviv wRwmGmB 

cixÿv w`‡qwQ‡jv Zv‡`i A‡a©‡KiI 

†ewk wWw÷skb Ges Zvi Dc‡ii 

mKj †MªW AR©b K‡i‡Q, hv 

Bsj¨v‡Ûi RvZxq Mo †_‡K cªvq 13 

kZvsk c‡q›U †ewk|

Gev‡ii wRwmGmB-‡Z, UvIqvi 

n¨vg‡jU‡mi Mo †¯‹vi 2019 Gi Mo 

†¯‹vi 49.8 †_‡K 1.5 c‡q›U †ewk| 

GB DcvË GUvB  †`Lvq †h gnvgvix 

m‡Ë¡I djvd‡ji †ÿ‡Î UvIqvi 

n¨vg‡jU‡m DbœwZi aviv Ae¨vnZ 

i‡q‡Q|

85 kZvsk wk¶v_x© Bs‡iwR‡Z 9 

†_‡K 4 †MªW AR©b K‡i‡Q (c~‡e©Kvi 

G* †_‡K wm †Mª‡Wi mgZyj¨), hv 

2019 mv‡ji Zyjbvq GK kZvs‡ki 

gZ DbœwZ n‡q‡Q|

MwY‡Z, 77 kZvsk wk¶v_x© 9 †_‡K 

4 †MªW AR©b K‡i‡Q, 2019 mv‡ji 

Zyjbvg~jK wP‡Îi Zyjbvq wZb 

kZvsk †ewk|

D‡jøL¨, Uvbv wØZxq eQi RvZxqfv‡e 

cv‡mi nvi K‡g‡Q| ‡KvwfW gnvgvix 

PjvKvjxb mg‡q wkÿKiv Zv‡`i 

QvÎQvÎx‡`i †MÖW cÖ̀ vb Kivq cv‡ki 

nvi m‡e©v”P e„w× †c‡qwQ‡jv| Gici 

†MªwWs Gi †ÿ‡Î K‡VviZv Aej¤^b 

Kivi cwiKíbvi Kvi‡Y cv‡mi nv‡i 

cZb n‡q‡Q| 

†gqi jyrdyi ingvb e‡jb, 

Òwk¶v Avgv‡`i kxl© AMªvwaKv‡ii 

GKwU Ges evivi mKj ZiæYiv 

hv‡Z Zv‡`i c~Y© m¤¢vebvq  

†cŠuQv‡Z cv‡i Zv wbwðZ Ki‡Z 

Avgiv cªPyi wewb‡qvM KiwQ| GB 

djvdj Avgv‡`i ¯‹yj¸‡jvi †kªôZ¡ 

cª̀ k©b K‡i| Avgv‡`i ZiæY eqmxiv 

fv‡jv djvd‡ji Rb¨ K‡Vvi cwikªg 

Kivq Ges Avgv‡`i wk¶v Kg©xiv 

GB PgrKvi djvdj AR©‡b mnvqZv 

Kivq Avwg Lye Mwe©Z|Ó

†WcywU †gqi Ges wk¶v, hye I 

AvRxeb wk¶v welqK †Kwe‡bU †g¤^vi,  

KvDwÝji gvBqyg ZvjyK`vi e‡j‡Qb, 

ÒAvgv‡`i ZiæY m¤úª̀ vq‡K 

cÖ‡qvRbxq mn‡hvwMZv w`‡Z Avgiv 

cªwZkªæwZe×| ZvB Avgiv †gq‡ii 

wk¶v i¶Yv‡e¶Y fvZv Ges 

wek¦we`¨vjq evm©vwi cyYivq Pvjy 

K‡iwQ, hv‡Z Zviv wcwQ‡q bv c‡o|Ó

G-†j‡fj I wRwmGmB-‡Z UvIqvi 
n¨vg‡jU‡mi wkÿv_©x‡`i `viæY mvdj¨
Students in Tower Hamlets have achieved great success in 
their A Levels and GCSEs - Page 7
HARMONY 
BANGLA NEWS

Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Education, 
Cllr Maium Talukdar with Preston, his mum Charlotte, 
grandma Michelle, and fellow student Arifa (far left)

evivi cvK©mg~n mevi Rb¨ 

Av‡iv wbivc` I e¨envi evÜe 

Ki‡Z GLb ‡_‡K cvK© I 

Db¥y³ ’̄vb¸‡jvi evB‡jvR 

ev Dc-wewa j•NKvix‡`i‡K 

Ab-`¨-¯úU Rwigvbv Kiv n‡Z 

cv‡i| 500 R‡biI †ewk 

evwm›`vi KvQ †_‡K Awf‡hvM 

cvIqvi ‡cÖwÿ‡Z, cv‡K©i g‡a¨ 

AZ¨waK D”P ^̄‡i Mvb evRv‡bv, 

eviwewKD Kiv, Ges †h †KvbI 

jvBd †mwfs BKz̈ Bc‡g›U 

fvOv ev weK„Z Kiv mn 

mgvRwe‡ivax AvPiYKvix †h 

KvD‡K UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm 

Gb‡dvm©‡g›U Awdmviiv (w_I) 

ZvrÿwYKfv‡e 80 cvDÛ 

Rwigvbv Ki‡Z cvi‡eb|

Gi Av‡M, evB‡jvR 

j•NbKvix‡`i weiæ‡× ïaygvÎ 

Av`vj‡Zi gva¨‡g wePvi Kiv 

†hZ, hv GKwU e¨qeûj cªwµqv 

Ges †kl n‡Z A‡bK mgq 

jvM‡Zv| GB bZyb Rwigvbv 

wewa cywjk Ges KvDwÝ‡ji 

AvBb cª‡qvMKvix `j¸wj‡K 

AmvgvwRK AvPi‡Yi weiæ‡× 

AviI Kvh©Ki c`‡ÿc 

wb‡Z m¶g Ki‡e| GKB 

ai‡bi Aciva hviv evievi 

K‡i, Zv‡`i‡K Av‡Mi gZB 

Av`vj‡Z wb‡q hvIqv †h‡Z 

cv‡i, †hLv‡b m‡e©v”P Rwigvbv  

n‡Z cv‡i 500 cvDÛ|

cv‡K©i Dcwewa j•Nb Ki‡j 80 cvDÛ Rwigvbv
£80 fines for 
those being 
anti-social in 
our parks – 
page 13

Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury, Cabinet Member for 
Safer Communities, with two THEOs

AvZ¥nZ¨v nj KwVb cwiw¯’wZ I Abyf~wZi 

Rb¨ GKwU `ytLRbK cªwZwµqv Ges GwU 

eÜy, cwievi Ges e„nËi KwgDwbwUi Dci 

†bwZevPK cªfve †d‡j| MZ 10 eQ‡i 

UvIqvi n¨vg‡jU‡m 200 R‡biI †ewk 

evwm›`v AvZ¥nb‡bi c_ †e‡Q wb‡q cÖvY 

nvwi‡q‡Qb| 10 †m‡Þ¤^i wek¦ AvZ¥nZ¨v 

cªwZ‡iva w`em| GB w`e‡mi j¶¨ nj 

AvZ¥nZ¨vi wel‡q m‡PZbZv e„w× Kiv Ges 

hviv AvZ¥nZ¨vi wPšÍvi mv‡_ msMªvg Ki‡Qb 

Zv‡`i‡K Avkvi evZ©v cª`vb Kiv|

c~e© jÛ‡b, AvZ¥nZ¨v cªwZ‡iva Kivi Rb¨ 

18 eQi ev Zvi †ewk eqmx e¨w³‡`i Rb¨ 

wewfbœ mvwf©m webvg~‡j¨ cvIqv hvq| GB 

mvwf©m¸‡jvi g‡a¨ i‡q‡Qt

‡g›Uvj †nj_ µvBwmm jvBbm& (Mental 
Health Crisis Lines) - gvbwmK K‡ói 

g‡a¨ _vKv UvIqvi n¨vg‡jU‡mi †h‡Kvb 

evwm›`v mßv‡ni 7 w`bB †h‡Kvb mgq 0800 

073 0003 b¤^‡i Kj Ki‡Z cv‡ib|  

Uy‡M`vi K¨v‡d (Together Café) - UvIqvi 

n¨vg‡jUm-Gi †hmKj cªvßeq¯‹ †jv‡Ki 

gvbwmK ¯^v‡¯’¨i m¼U i‡q‡Q, Zviv w`‡bi 

Kv‡Ri mg‡qi evB‡i A_©vr ‡mvgevi †_‡K 

ïµevi weKvj 5Uv - ivZ 9Uv ch©šÍ Ges 

kwbevi I iweevi †ejv 12Uv - ivZ 9Uv ch©šÍ 

mg‡q P‡j Avm‡Z cv‡ib GB K¨v‡d‡Z| 

Imgvbx Uªv‡÷ cwiPvwjZ GB Uz‡M`vi K¨v‡d 

Osmani Centre, 58 Underwood 
Road E1 5AW wVKvbvq Aew¯’Z| 

¸W w_swKs (Good Thinking) n‡”Q 

GKUv I‡qemvBU ‡hLv‡b gvbwmK ¯^v¯’¨ 

m¤úwK©Z A‡bK mvnvh¨Kvix Z_¨ Av‡Q| GB 

I‡qemvB‡U Bmjvg a‡g© gvbwmK ¯^v¯’¨ I 

Kj¨vY m¤úwK©Z GKUv c„ôv i‡q‡Q hv evsjv 

fvlvfvlx‡`i nqZ Kv‡R jvM‡Z cv‡it 

www.good-thinking.uk/faith-
and-belief-communities/islam

AvZ¥nZ¨v cÖeYZv †iv‡a ’̄vbxqfv‡e 
i‡q‡Q A‡bK mnvqZvg~jK mvwf©m 

Many services available locally to help prevent suicide

UvIqvi n¨vg‡jU‡mi evwl©K evsjv 

bv‡U¨vrme ÔG wmRb Ae evsjv 

WªvgvÕ Gevi ÔcªwZK~jZvi g‡a¨I 

fv‡jvevmvq me wKQy‡K Rq KiviÕ 

‡PZbv‡K avib K‡i wd‡i Avm‡Q 

evivi g‡Â| 1 b‡f¤^i †_‡K ïiæ n‡e 

GB Drme, Pj‡e 26 b‡f¤^i ch©šÍ| 

GB Drme Gevi cv w`‡”Q 20 Zg 

eQ‡i| 

evsjv bvU‡Ki GB evwl©K Drme 

ZiæY bvU¨Kvi I wkíx KjvKzkjx‡`i 

cÖwZfv weKv‡ki Abb¨ cøvUdi‡g 

cwiYZ n‡q‡Q|

KwgDwbwU j¨v½y‡qR mvwf©m m¤ú‡K© gZvgZ w`b gvme¨vwc evsjv 
bv‡U¨vrme 

1-26 b‡f¤^i
Season of Bangla 
Drama – page 44

Your views on Community Language Service – page 37   
UvIqvi n¨vg‡jU‡m webvg~‡j¨ 

fvlv wkÿvi K¬vm Pvjyi 

j‡ÿ¨ KvDwÝj 2023 mv‡ji 

b‡f¤^‡i 4 †_‡K 18 eQi 

eqmx‡`i Rb¨ KwgDwbwU 

j¨v½y‡qR mvwf©m Pvjy Ki‡Z 

PvB‡Q|

msL¨vjNy m¤úª̀ v‡qi m`m¨iv 

msL¨vMwiô fvlvi †cª¶vc‡U 

wb‡R‡`i g‡a¨ †h fvlvq 

K_v e‡jb, †m¸‡jvB n‡jv 

KwgDwbwU j¨v½y‡qR A_©vr 

m¤úª̀ vq¸‡jvi wbR ^̄ fvlv|

UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm-G Bs‡iwR 

nj cªavb K_¨ fvlv| Z‡e 

GLv‡b cÖPwjZ Ab¨vb¨ fvlvi 

g‡a¨ i‡q‡Q evsjv, BZvjxq 

Ges ¯ú¨vwbk| 

bZzb GB KwgDwbwU j¨v½y‡qR 

mvwf©‡mi Avcbvi Pvwn`v 

c~iY Ki‡Q - Zv wbwðZ 

Ki‡Z KvDwÝj Avcbvi 

gZvgZ ïb‡Z AvMªnx| 

wkïi weKv‡k fvlv ¸iæZ¡c~Y© 

f~wgKv cvjb Ki‡Z cv‡i| 

GKwU fvlv †kLv AvZ¥wek¦vm 

evov‡Z, Avgv‡`i wek¦ 

„̀wófw½ cªmvwiZ Ki‡Z Ges 

kªeY I ch©‡e¶Y `¶Zv 

DbœZ Ki‡Z mvnvh¨ Ki‡Z 

cv‡i|

Avcwb hw` 11 - 18 eQi 

eqmx nb, wKsev ZiæY‡`i 

mv‡_ KvR K‡ib (4 - 18 

eQi eqmx), Kg eqmx 

†Q‡j‡g‡q‡`i wcZvgvZv 

(4-18 eQi eqmx), A_ev 

KwgDwbwU fvlvi mv‡_ ‡Kvb 

bv †Kvbfv‡e ms‡hvM _v‡K, 

Zvn‡j GB mv‡f© (mgx¶v) 

c~iY Kiæb| GRb¨ `k 

wgwb‡Ui †ewk mgq jvM‡e 

bv| GB mvwf©m m¤ú‡K© 

evwm›`v‡`i gZvgZ cvIqvi 

Rb¨ Avgiv Av‡iv †hmKj 

Kg©m~wP wb‡qwQ, GB mgx¶vwU 

ZviB GKwU Ask| Ab¨vb¨ 

Kg©m~wPi g‡a¨ i‡q‡Q 

ZiæY‡`i Ges cwiev‡ii 

mv‡_ Kg©kvjvi Av‡qvRb|

30 †m‡Þ¤^‡ii g‡a¨ 

talk.towerhamlets.
g o v . u k / t o w e r -
hamlets-language-
services-2023 - GB 

I‡qemvB‡U wM‡q mgxÿvwU‡Z 

Ask wb‡q Avcbvi gZvgZ 

Avgv‡`i Rvbvb|



50  // Our EastEnd SEPTEMBER 2023 //  

HARMONY
SOMALI NEWS

Ku dhawaad 38,000 oo dhalinyaro 
ah oo ku nool Tower Hamlets ayaa 
ka faa'iidaysan doona cunnooyinka 
dugsiga ee bilaashka ah ka dib 
markii koonsalku noqday kii ugu 
horeeyay ee Ingriiska ah ee bixiya 
cunto dugsiyeedka bilaashka ah 
dhammaan ardayda dugsiga ilaa 
da'da 16.

Koonsilku waxa uu ilaa 2014-kii 
ku deeqay cunto dugsiyeed bilaash 

ah dhamaan ardada dugsiyada hoose 
dhexe, iyo kordhinta dugsiyada sare 
waxa la daabici doonaa sadex waji 
laga bilaabo Sebtembar 2023

Cunista cunto caafimaad leh, 
nafaqo leh ayaa ka taageerta ardayda 
waxbarashadooda waxaana la tusay 
inay horumariyaan habdhaqanka iyo 
guulaha waxbarasho.

Iyada oo ku dhawaad kala badh 
carruurta Tower Hamlets ay ku 
galayaan dugsiga sare miisaan xad 
dhaaf ah, nidaamku sidoo kale waa 
tallaabo togan oo lagu wanaajinayo 

caafimaadka jidheed ee da'yarta iyo 
horumarinta xaafad ka caafimaad 
badan.

Waxa kale oo ay bixin doontaa 
taageero muhiim ah inta lagu 
jiro dhibaatada qiimaha-nololeed, 
badbaadinta qoysaska celcelis ahaan 
£ 550 sanadkii, ilmo kasta.

£5.7m ayaa lagu daray 
miisaaniyada golaha 2023/24 si 
loo kordhiyo maalgelinta cuntada 
dugsiga ee bilaashka ah ee dhamaan 
ardayda dugsiyada hoose dhexe ilaa 
ardayda dugsiga sare.

Cllr Maium Talukdar, Ku-Xigeenka 

Maayar-ku-xigeenka ahna Xubin 

ka tirsan Golaha Wasiirrada ee 

Waxbarashada, Dhallinyarada iyo 

Waxbarashada Cimriga ah, ayaa 

yidhi: "In la bixiyo qado bilaash ah 

oo caafimaad qabta waa qayb ka mid 

ah ballan-qaadka ballaaran ee golaha 

deegaanka ee ah in dhallinyarada la 

siiyo qalabka ay u baahan yihiin si 

ay ugu guuleystaan   wax kasta oo ay 

doortaan inay qabtaan. .”

Daahfurka Cunnada Dugsiga ee 
Bilaashka ah

Guulashada imtixaanada Heer A iyo GCSE
Ardayda Tower Hamlets waxay guul 
weyn ka gaareen Heerarkooda A iyo 
GCSE-da.

Ku dhawaad saddex meelood meel 
(70.5 boqolkiiba) ee ardaydu waxay 
gaadheen darajada A* ilaa C ee 
Heerkooda A.

Ku dhawaad shan meelood 
meel (18.1 boqolkiiba) ayaa gaaray 

darajada A* ama A, koror ah 1.6 
boqolkiiba marka loo eego 2019, 
oo ah sanadkii ugu dambeeyay ee 
ardaydu ay imtixaanada fariistaan.

In ka badan kala badh kuwa 
galay BTEC-yada Tower Hamlets 
waxa ay ku gaadheen dhammaan 
darajooyinkii Farqiga iyo wixii ka 
sareeya, taas oo qiyaastii boqolkiiba 

13 ka sarraysa celceliska England.
GCSE-yadooda, celceliska 

buundooyinka Tower Hamlets 
waxa ay 1.5 dhibcood ka sarreeyeen 
celceliska dhibcaha 2019 ee 49.8, 
taas oo muujinaysa in natiijadu ay 
soo hagaagtay inkasta oo aafada.

Boqolkiiba 85 ardaydu waxay 
ku gaadheen darajooyinka 9-4 

ee Ingiriisiga (oo u dhiganta 

darajooyinkii hore ee A* ilaa C), 

waxoogaa horumar ah oo boqolkiiba 

hal ah marka la barbar dhigo 2019.

Xisaabta, 77 boqolkiiba ardaydu 

waxay gaadheen darajooyinka 9-4, 

kor u kaca boqolkiiba saddex marka 

la barbar dhigo 2019.
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USEFUL INFORMATION
SERVICES AND CONTACTS

Advice
Account 3 (welfare and 
debt advice)
3 Birkbeck Street, E2.
020 7739 7720
www.account3.org.uk

Age UK East London
82 Russia Lane, E2.
Caxton Hall, Caxton 
Grove, E3.
Royal London Hospital 
14F Wards.
info@ageukeastlondon.
org.uk
www.ageuk.org.uk/
eastlondon
020 8981 7124

Bromley by Bow Centre
St Leonard’s Street, E3.
020 8709 9700

Carers Centre Tower 
Hamlets
21 Brayford Square, E1 
0SG
enquiries@ccth.org.uk
www.ccth.org.uk
020 7790 1765

Citizens Advice Bureau
32 Greatorex Street, E1.
020 7247 1050
towerhamlets@eastend-
cab.org.uk
www.eastendcab.org.uk

Island Advice Centre 
Island House, Roserton 
Street, Isle of Dogs, E14. 
020 7987 9379 
www.island-advice.org.uk

Legal Advice Centre
University House, 
104 Roman Road, E2.
020 8980 4205 
www.legaladvicecentre.
london

Limehouse Project
789 Commercial Road, 
Unit 2, St Anne Street, E14.
020 7538 0075
www.limehouseproject.
org.uk

Praxis (New Residents) 
Immigration, benefits 
and general advice
Pott Street, E2. 
General Helpline: 
020 7729 7985
Immigration advice: 
020 7749 7608
www.praxis.org.uk

Tower Hamlets 
Community Advice 
Network 
thcan@island-advice.org.
uk 
www.thcan.org.uk

Tower Hamlets Law 
Centre
Unit 1, St Anne’s Street, 
E14. 020 7538 4909
www.thlc.co.uk

Careers
Adult education services 
Shadwell Centre, 
455 The Highway, E1. 
020 7364 5665

WorkPath 
Employment and Skills 
Centre, 55 Upper Bank 
Street, E14. 020 7364 3727 
workpath@towerhamlets.
gov.uk

Young WorkPath/Tower 
Hamlets Careers Service
Employment and Skills 
Centre, 55 Upper Bank 
Street, E14.
youngworkpath@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

Council
Town Hall
Mulberry Place, 
5 Clove Crescent, E14 2BG.
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk
General enquiries
020 7364 5000

Debt
Fair Money Advice
18 Ashwin Street, E8.
020 3475 8811
www.fairfinance.org.uk

Island Advice Centre 
Island House, Roserton
Street Isle of Dogs, E14. 
020 7987 9379 
www.island-advice.org.uk

Toynbee Hall Advice 
Service 
28 Commercial Street, E1.
020 7392 2953 
advice@toynbeehall.org.
uk 
www.toynbeehall.org.uk 

Health &  
wellbeing

Alzheimer’s Society 
Robinson Centre, Mile 
End Hospital, Bancroft 
Road, E1.
020 8121 5626

BYM Bangladesh Youth 
Movement Women’s 
Centre of Excellence
Whitechapel Centre, Units 
1 & 2, Myrdle Street, E1.
020 7377 8668 
www.bym.org.uk

Covid vaccine helpline
Tower Hamlets Council 
has launched a Covid-19 
vaccine helpline, on  
020 7464 3030, to support 
residents who are eligible 
for vaccination to book 
their appointment.

East London Parkinson’s 
Support Group
hello@parkinsons.org.uk
0808 800 0303

Free home fire safety 
advice
08000 284428

Health hotline
020 7364 5016

Healthwatch Tower 
Hamlets
Mile End Hospital, Ban-
croft Road, E1.
0800 145 5343
info@healthwatchtower
hamlets.co.uk
www.healthwatchtower 
hamlets.co.uk

LinkAge Plus
Toynbee Hall, Commercial 
Street, E1.
020 7392 2913

Reset
Tower Hamlets Drug and 
Alcohol Service
183 Whitechapel Road, E1.
020 3889 9510
reset.towerhamlets@
cgl.org.uk

Safe East (under-19s)
compass.towerhamlets
yphws@nhs.net 
020 3954 0091

Stop Smoking services
www.quitrightth.org
020 7882 8230

Tower Hamlets 
Advocacy Real
020 7001 2170
hello@real.org.uk

Housing
Choice-based lettings
020 7364 2826

Homeless service
020 7364 7474
Out of hours 
020 7364 4079

Homeseekers
www.thhs.org.uk

Housing advice
020 7364 3558

Repairs
0800 376 1637 ext 1

Tower Hamlets Homes
020 7364 5015

Idea Stores  
and libraries

Bow
Gladstone Place, E3.

Canary Wharf
Churchill Place, E14.

Chrisp Street
Vesey Path, E14.

Whitechapel
321 Whitechapel Road, E1. 

Local History Library 
and Archives
277 Bancroft Road, E1 
localhistory@ 
towerhamlets.gov.uk
Visit www.ideastore.
co.uk/home

Leisure centres
John Orwell Sports 
Centre
Tench Street, Wapping, E1.
020 7488 9421
Mile End Park Leisure 
Centre and Stadium 
190 Burdett Road, E3.
020 8709 4420

Poplar Baths
170 East India Dock Road, 
E14. 020 3795 0599

St George’s Leisure 
Centre
221 The Highway, Wap-
ping E1. 020 7709 9714

Tiller Leisure Centre
Tiller Road, Isle of Dogs 
E14. 020 7987 5211

Whitechapel Sports 
Centre
55 Durward Street, E1.
020 7247 7538

York Hall Leisure Centre
5-15 Old Ford Road, E2.
020 8980 2243

For the latest information 
and updates, including 
details of opening hours or 
temporary closures, visit  
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk 
or www.better.org.uk

Parent & child
Family Information 
Service 
30 Greatorex Street, E1.  
fis@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
020 7364 6495

Multi-Agency 
Safeguarding Hub 
(MASH) 
If a child is at risk of harm:
020 7364 5006 (option 
3, open Mon to Fri, 9am - 
5pm)
020 7364 4079 (out of 
hours emergency duty 
team)

Tower Hamlets National 
Childbirth Trust
0300 330 0700
www.nct.org.uk

Report it
Anti-fraud (housing and 
tenancy related fraud)
0800 528 0294

Black Women’s Health 
and Family Support
020 8980 3503

Childline
0800 1111

Domestic Violence Team
0800 279 5434

Environmental 
Protection (Noise) Team
020 7364 5000

Haven Whitechapel 
(sexual assault referral 
centre)
020 3299 6900 / 
020 3299 1599

Karma Nirvana (honour-
based abuse helpline)
0800 5999 247
Men’s Advice Helpline
0808 8010 327 

National LGBT domestic 
abuse helpline (Galop)
0800 999 5428 /
0300 999 5428

Non-emergency crimes 
101 Textphone
18001 101

NSPCC Child Protection 
Helpline 
0800 800 5000

Respect (for 
perpetrators)
0808 802 4040

Rights of Women
020 7251 6577

Samaritans
116 123

Shelter
0808 800 4444

Tower Hamlets 
Mediation Service 
(free service for 
council tenants and 
leaseholders)
020 7364 7474

Victim Support Tower 
Hamlets
0808 168 9291 /
0808 168 9111

Sign-up to  
Tower Hamlets 
news 
 

Find out what’s on, 
get Tower Hamlets 
news, take part in 
competitions and 
receive local offers 
straight into your 
inbox!

Visit www.towerhamlets.
gov.uk/signup
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	First borough offering free school meals to every pupil

	Mulberry Canon Barnett Primary  Gunthorpe Street, London, E1 7RQ 020 7247 9023m admin@mulberrycanonbarnett.org www.mulberrycanonbarnett.org @MulberryCBMulberry Canon  Barnett Primary  Open EventsMulberry Canon Barnett Primary offers new and rich learning experiences, with access to amazing enrichment opportunities such as the Mulberry Schools Trust’s prestigious Mulberry STEM Academy.Come and visit us and hear more about the exceptional education you child will receive at our school!Open MorningsTuesday 26t
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	Figure
	There has been so much to celebrate this quarter. In August, our young people collected their GCSE and A Level results, with some impressive outcomes putting Tower Hamlets ahead of the curve.
	There has been so much to celebrate this quarter. In August, our young people collected their GCSE and A Level results, with some impressive outcomes putting Tower Hamlets ahead of the curve.
	It was, of course, a very difficult year for many young people, with the pandemic causing a lot of disruption to their learning and grade boundaries being made more challenging. We will continue to support all the young people in our borough to achieve their full potential, no matter their exam results.
	We have now launched universal free school meals for all school children up to 16, which means that 38,000 youngsters will benefit from a hot, nutritious meal – shown to help with attention and attainment. By introducing free school meals up to 16, Tower Hamlets becomes the first local authority in England to do so. No child should be held back from learning because their family cannot afford food.
	We have also had a fantastic Summer of Fun programme. It has been wonderful to see so many people enjoying our parks and green spaces as part of this programme.
	And talking of our parks, we are all holding our breath as we wait for the results of the Britain in Bloom competition. Tower Hamlets is the only English finalist in the city category, which in itself is a fantastic achievement. Our teams have done a brilliant job of looking after our parks and green spaces and we will be really proud, no matter the result.
	Lutfur Rahman
	Executive mayor

	Lollipop man Frank Smith was based on Manchester Road near Cubitt Town Primary School
	Lollipop man Frank Smith was based on Manchester Road near Cubitt Town Primary School

	Frank, 93, retiring from lollipop duties
	Frank, 93, retiring from lollipop duties

	CELEBRATING OUR BOROUGH
	CELEBRATING OUR BOROUGH

	The country’s oldest lollipop man has retired at 93 after helping people cross the road for 25 years.
	The country’s oldest lollipop man has retired at 93 after helping people cross the road for 25 years.
	Frank Smith was stationed on Manchester Road, helping pupils and their parents cross the road to get to Cubitt Town Primary School.
	Frank said: “I have really enjoyed being a lollipop man, especially meeting everyone and talking to them all – the kids, the parents, the teachers and everyone else.
	“Everyone stops for a chat and knows me.
	“Sometimes someone will stop and they ask me if I remember them as I helped them cross the road when they were young and now they are 21.
	“Sometimes I remember them and sometimes I don’t, but I always say I do.”
	He added that it was a pleasure to help people cross the road and that there were no accidents on the road while he was on duty.
	Frank said: “It can be a very busy road, especially around school time when people come tearing down it.
	“Most people were good at stopping, but one or two were impatient.
	“The worst people were usually the cyclists, and they got stopped by the police a few times as they didn’t know there was a police car waiting for them just after the crossing."
	In recognition of his service, Frank was given a plaque and special commendation at the Tower Hamlets Council Staff Awards.
	Frank said: “I was quite surprised to get the award.
	“It was really nice and the Mayor was there with all the other council staff.”
	Mike Darby, Head of Parking, Mobility and Market Services, said: “We are all very sad to see Frank retire after 25 years.
	“He is a well-known member of the community and has stood out in all weathers to make sure everyone can cross the road safely.
	“We’d like to say a massive thank you to Frank and wish him all the best for the future.
	"Frank has been with us since the role of School Crossing Patrol was transferred over from the Metropolitan Police and his retirement is richly deserved."
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	Warning as crackdown on social housing fraud begins
	Warning as crackdown on social housing fraud begins

	Avoid housing scams
	Avoid housing scams
	If anyone ever approaches you asking for money to secure a council home, it is a scam:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Never hand over money if approached by someone claiming to be a council officer 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	If you are approached in and around the town hall, report it to the council’s Facilities Management staff immediately 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Council officers would never ask for money to deal with housing applications 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Report all approaches or requests for money to the police.


	Call the fraud reporting hotline on 0800 528 0294 or email socialhousingfraud@towerhamlets.gov.uk

	HOMES FOR THE FUTURE
	HOMES FOR THE FUTURE

	TWO hundred and seventy-five reports of suspected social housing fraud were investigated by Tower Hamlets Council in the financial year 2021-2022. 
	TWO hundred and seventy-five reports of suspected social housing fraud were investigated by Tower Hamlets Council in the financial year 2021-2022. 
	Following these investigations, 33 social housing properties were recovered, seven Right to Buy applications were prevented, and one person was convicted of fraud. 
	The council is under ever increasing pressure to provide social housing, so it is essential that homes go to people who are legally entitled to them. If you are on the waiting list, you will wait even longer if homes are allocated to people who have no right to be there. There are currently more than 24,000 househoulds on the council's housing register and London is currently in a housing crisis. 
	Examples of tenancy fraud include when a person knowingly provides false information on their application; subletting fraud; or succession fraud, which is when a person moves into a property after the legal tenant dies or moves away, but they are eligible. 

	Figure
	Landlord fined £8,000 for misleading tenants
	Landlord fined £8,000 for misleading tenants
	Landlord fined £8,000 for misleading tenants


	A rogue landlord who admitted misleading tenants on their rights and threatening them to leave has been ordered to pay £8,000.
	A rogue landlord who admitted misleading tenants on their rights and threatening them to leave has been ordered to pay £8,000.
	Four residents complained to Tower Hamlets Council’s Environmental Health and Trading Standards Team about London Corporate Apartments Ltd in late 2017 to early 2018.
	The company had issued licences to occupy, rather than assured short-hold tenancies, which meant the tenants were misled as to their rights to have their tenancy deposit protected, and their rights as to their status as tenants, and were at risk of illegal eviction.
	There were also complaints that aggressive tactics were used to intimidate two of the complainants into leaving their properties.
	Khaled Abed-Alrazek, director of London Corporate Apartments Ltd, pleaded guilty to two counts of misleading actions and one of aggressive commercial practice relating to his tenants from February 2017 to May 2018.
	He was fined £2,000 for the company’s aggressive commercial practices and £1,800 for issuing licences rather than tenancy agreements.
	He also had to pay compensation for the two deposits that weren’t returned, worth £1,255, and must pay a further £285 compensation to one victim in respect of the aggressive commercial practice, in what the judge described as “a terrifying experience at the hands of bullies acting in [Abed’s] name”.
	He was also ordered to pay a contribution of £3,000 towards prosecution costs. The company has since been dissolved.
	During the case, District Judge Matthew Bone also commended Tower Hamlets Council for its work to get the case to court, which was significantly impacted by the Covid pandemic and other issues.
	He said: “I take this opportunity to thank the local authority for the way they’ve gone about prosecuting this case. I’ve reviewed the history. I only see now how difficult it has been to bring them. The local authority has impressed me as being patient, diligent and professional.”

	Block of 17 new affordable flats unveiled
	Block of 17 new affordable flats unveiled

	Families have started moving into their council homes in a new block of flats located in Limehouse.
	Families have started moving into their council homes in a new block of flats located in Limehouse.
	Chris Braithwaite House ranges from five to eight storeys and comprises 17 one, two, three, and four-bedroom flats for social rent. 
	Kawsar Ahmad and family are one of the first to move in from an overcrowded flat in Shadwell.
	Mr Ahmad said: “It’s a very nice property. 
	"Before we had just two bedrooms and were very overcrowded. 
	"It was difficult for my children to study, but now they have the space to do so."

	The new block in Limehouse which comprises 17 flats for social rent
	The new block in Limehouse which comprises 17 flats for social rent

	Figure
	The free, healthy, nutritious meals will now be given to all secondary school-aged pupils
	The free, healthy, nutritious meals will now be given to all secondary school-aged pupils

	Free school meals for every Tower Hamlets child
	Free school meals for every Tower Hamlets child

	Figure
	INVESTING IN SERVICES
	INVESTING IN SERVICES

	Nearly 38,000 young people across Tower Hamlets will benefit from free school meals after the council became the first in England to offer them to all school pupils up to the age of 16.
	Nearly 38,000 young people across Tower Hamlets will benefit from free school meals after the council became the first in England to offer them to all school pupils up to the age of 16.
	The council has funded free school meals for all primary school children since 2014, and the extension to secondary schools will be rolled out in phases from September 2023.
	Eating a healthy, nutritious meal supports pupils with their learning and has been shown to improve behaviour and academic achievements.
	With nearly half of children in Tower Hamlets going into secondary school with excess weight, the scheme is also a positive step towards improving the physical health of young people and promoting a healthier borough.
	It will also provide vital support during the cost-of-living crisis, saving families an average of £550 per year, per child. £5.7m was included in the council’s 2023/24 budget to extend universal free school meals funding from all primary to all secondary school pupils.
	Cllr Maium Talukdar, Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Education, Youth and Lifelong Learning, said: “Providing a free, healthy lunch is part of the council’s wider commitment to giving young people the tools they need to be successful in whatever they choose to do.”

	There are a number of financial, health and academic benefits
	There are a number of financial, health and academic benefits

	The meals will help support pupils with their learning
	The meals will help support pupils with their learning

	Welcome to Young Tower Hamlets
	Welcome to Young Tower Hamlets
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	ACCELERATE EDUCATION
	ACCELERATE EDUCATION

	A new youth service to help children reach their full potential will include a youth space in every ward.
	A new youth service to help children reach their full potential will include a youth space in every ward.
	The council has invested £13.7m to redesign the service in Tower Hamlets, which has the youngest population in the country and some of the highest child poverty rates.
	It forms part of a wider £19m council investment in young people. The investment in Young Tower Hamlets (YTH) will provide free opportunities for young people to improve their skills and unleash their creativity, alongside safe spaces for those who need it.
	During May, 400 young people took part in a series of four interactive ‘Hackathon’ events featuring workshops to design their future youth service, including the new YTH branding. 
	There will be ongoing opportunities for young people to shape the new service.
	The launch event, hosted by 17-year-old Zaynah Alom, Chair of Tower Hamlets’ Youth Council, featured a welcome from Tower Hamlets social media influencers Iksy and Char Avell, activities for young people including sports sessions from West Ham United Football Club and London Warriors, arts and crafts, music and drama, and the unveiling of the new brand.
	Young Tower Hamlets kicked off with a packed, free summer programme as part of the council’s Summer of Fun, which included careers workshops, performance arts, cooking classes, arts and crafts, sports, trips out and more.
	Tahmid Hussen, Young Mayor of Tower Hamlets, said: “Young people have been part of this journey. 
	"This new youth service will be a legacy that will empower the youth and the upcoming generation.
	“They are the ones that will benefit the most and will be building, shaping and structuring this new youth service.”

	400 young people were involved in designing the new youth service
	400 young people were involved in designing the new youth service

	Figure
	Could you be our next Young Mayor?
	Could you be our next Young Mayor?
	Could you be our next Young Mayor?


	Young people in Tower Hamlets are being encouraged to stand for the Young Mayor’s Team.
	Young people in Tower Hamlets are being encouraged to stand for the Young Mayor’s Team.
	The team consists of a Young Mayor and five deputies, who are the voice of young people in the borough. They serve a two-year term, with the next election in December 2023.
	The current Young Mayor, Tahmid Hussen, said: “I’ve considerably developed my confidence and self-esteem during my term. Interacting with different types of people from all ages has helped me become a much more outgoing individual in a professional setting.”
	Mohsen Ali, Deputy Young Mayor, said: “Being tasked to communicate with new people led me to build up my confidence and boost my skills in public speaking.
	“I thoroughly enjoyed working with the Young Mayor Team and youth council, and we have definitely created some memories which will not be forgotten.
	“Applying for Young Mayor is an opportunity you would not want to miss.”
	Ablah Chazhiyattiri, Deputy Youth Mayor, said: “The Young Mayor really opened many doors of opportunities and helped me focus on growing into a young independent woman who can speak publicly.
	“To all the young people who are faltering on whether or not to apply, if you ever doubt your own capability then this can really boost your self-confidence and help you understand that your potential is unlimited."
	Hafizur Rahman, Deputy Youth Mayor, said: “My experience in the Young Mayor Team has been a rollercoaster of ups and downs suffering both defeats and successes. What's important, however, is that both the failures and success are integral to the journey and builds resilience.” 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Apply at www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/youngmayor



	The next elections are in October
	The next elections are in October

	GCSE and A Level success
	GCSE and A Level success

	Students in Tower Hamlets have achieved great success in their A Levels and GCSEs.
	Students in Tower Hamlets have achieved great success in their A Levels and GCSEs.
	Almost three-quarters (70.5 per cent) of students achieved an A* to C grade in their A Levels. 
	Almost one-fifth (18.1 per cent) achieved an A* or A grade, an increase of 1.6 per cent compared to 2019, which is the last year students sat exams.
	Over half of those who entered BTECs in Tower Hamlets achieved all grades at Distinction and above, which is approximately 13 per cent above the England average.
	In their GCSEs, Tower Hamlets’ average score was 1.5 points above the 2019 average score of 49.8, showing that results have improved despite the pandemic. 
	85 per cent of students achieved grades 9-4 in English (equivalent to the old A* to C grades), a slight improvement of one per cent compared to 2019. In maths, 77 per cent of students achieved grades 9-4, up three per cent on the comparable figure in 2019. 
	Nationally, pass rates have fallen for a second year running.
	The fall in passes is due to the plan to bring grades back down, after a spike in top results during the Covid pandemic, when students were given grades by their teachers. instead of sitting exams.
	Lutfur Rahman, Mayor of Tower Hamlets, said: “Education is one of our top priorities and we are investing heavily to ensure that all young people can reach their full potential.
	“These results demonstrate the excellence of our schools and I am very proud of all our young people for working so hard, and our education staff for helping them accomplish these excellent results.”
	Councillor Maium Talukdar, Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Education, Youth and Lifelong Learning, pictured below with students, said: “We are committed to supporting all our young people which is why we have brought in the Mayor’s Education Maintenance Allowance and University Bursary to ensure that they are not held back.”

	Education is one of our top priorities and we are investing heavily to ensure that all young people can reach their full potential
	Education is one of our top priorities and we are investing heavily to ensure that all young people can reach their full potential
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	"Really happy"
	"Really happy"

	Figure
	Nabihah Mosud achieved As in maths and chemistry and a B in biology. 
	Nabihah Mosud achieved As in maths and chemistry and a B in biology. 
	She will be studying chemistry at Kings College.
	She said: “I worked really hard, especially in the last two months before the exams, but because of my good concentration I was able to get good grades. I am really happy.”

	Figure
	Figure
	"I could cry"
	"I could cry"

	"Surprised"
	"Surprised"

	Nusaiba Sayed achieved A*s in sociology and biology and an A in chemistry. 
	Nusaiba Sayed achieved A*s in sociology and biology and an A in chemistry. 
	She will study medicine at Imperial.
	She said: “I didn’t expect these grades and I am really shocked. 
	"I was preparing for the worst so when I saw my grades I was really surprised. 
	"I have always wanted to do medicine."

	Tasneen Siddiqka received A*s in sociology, politics and film and an A in English literature. She is taking up an apprenticeship as a solicitor.
	Tasneen Siddiqka received A*s in sociology, politics and film and an A in English literature. She is taking up an apprenticeship as a solicitor.
	She said: “I put my heart and soul into my exams and revision. 
	"I felt like I could cry when I actually saw my results. I am really pleased.”
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	BBC Apprentice
	BBC Apprentice

	Figure
	Sadia Gani received As in drama and film and a B in sociology. 
	Sadia Gani received As in drama and film and a B in sociology. 
	She will start an apprenticeship with the BBC.
	She said: “I expected a lot better but I am not too disappointed. 
	"I am really looking forward to starting my apprenticeship.”
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	Helping our care leavers get 
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	Helping our care leavers get 
	support not discrimination


	A brave group of people who have been in care have called on Tower Hamlets Council to help other care leavers 'thrive and not just survive' during an emotional cabinet meeting.
	A brave group of people who have been in care have called on Tower Hamlets Council to help other care leavers 'thrive and not just survive' during an emotional cabinet meeting.
	The council has now agreed to protect those who have been in care from stigma and discrimination once they leave by making being in care a protected characteristic in all council decisions.
	It is against the law to discriminate against someone because of a protected characteristic.
	Care-experienced individuals often encounter significant barriers to employment, housing and socially, leading to mental health issues, a higher chance of being involved in crime and poverty, and social exclusion.
	Three people who have left care spoke about their own experiences at a Cabinet meeting.
	Jade, who has since graduated with a first and now works for a large advertising company, said: “Being taken into care meant that my childhood was disrupted.
	“I missed two of the most formative years of primary school and my SATs were never taken.
	“As a result, my predicted GCSE grades were dishearteningly low and I found myself placed in the bottom set for all subjects. It took a lot of persuasion and many meetings between the school and my social workers and carers to get them to give me the chance in middle and upper sets so that I could achieve my full potential.
	“Without that chance, I might not have secured the grades I needed for A Levels, attended university or obtained the job I hold today.
	“Yet not all children in care have been as fortunate as I have been.
	“Many lack advocates. This is why we must ensure care experience becomes a protected characteristic.
	“With this recognition, they can not just catch up, but excel in their education.”

	Figure
	The young people speaking at Cabinet
	The young people speaking at Cabinet

	Bursaries helping university aspirations
	Bursaries helping university aspirations
	Bursaries helping university aspirations


	Figure
	A total of 400 students have received financial support for their university study through the Mayor’s University Bursary Award .
	A total of 400 students have received financial support for their university study through the Mayor’s University Bursary Award .
	Eligible students can apply for a £1,500 payment to support with costs associated with their undergraduate studies, including accommodation, books and resources. 
	A total of £600k was on offer to support students in the first year.   
	Recipients of the funding have spoken of how helpful it has been.
	Tawsiful Islam, who is going into his third and final year studying Economics at the University of Warwick, said: “Receiving a university bursary is a recognition of my intellectual promise and strength.  
	“I will feel more confident and motivated to excel in my studies and other interests as a result of this acknowledgment.” 
	Nazifa Islam, a first-year medicine student at Oxford, who is aiming to become a doctor, said: “I looked into doing internships, but they weren’t well paid, and you have to pay for travel, accommodation and food. 
	“I would not have been able to do internships without the university bursary - I also wouldn’t have been able to afford some of the textbooks that I need for my course.” 
	Fatema, who has almost finished her degree in Health and Social Care at Anglia Ruskin University in London, said: “After Covid, the price of everything went up and the bursary I received was really important for me.  
	“Going to university has helped my future prospects, I have got one module left on my course, but I already have a job lined up.”
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Applications for the 2024/25 funding will open in September. Details of how to apply will be on the council's website.



	The Mayor at the launch of the University Bursary Award
	The Mayor at the launch of the University Bursary Award

	SCAN MESchool applications are now openDon’t miss the deadlines for admission to secondary, primary and nursery schools.Complete your application online at www.eadmissions.org.ukFor information about how to apply, scan the QR code or visit towerhamlets.gov.uk/schooladmissionsschool.admissions@towerhamlets.gov.uk 0207 364 5006Secondary admissionsFor children born between 11 September 2012 and 31 August 2013Primary admissionsFor children born between 1 September 2019 and 31 August 2020Nursery admissionsFor ch
	Secondary Transfer School Visiting Dates for Admission to Year 7 in 2024We advise that you check the individual schools website for up to date information.Bishop Challoner Catholic School www.bishopchallonerfederation.towerhamlets.sch.uk Bow Schoolwww.bow-school.org.ukCanary Wharf College Crossharbourwww.canarywharfcollege.co.ukCentral Foundation Girls’ Schoolwww.central.towerhamlets.sch.ukGeorge Green’s Schoolwww.georgegreens.comLangdon Park Schoolwww.langdonparkschool.co.ukLondon Enterprise Academywww.lon
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	COUNCIL NEWS
	COUNCIL NEWS

	A new public art piece by artist Shiraz Bayjoo has been unveiled in Globe Town, Bethnal Green.
	A new public art piece by artist Shiraz Bayjoo has been unveiled in Globe Town, Bethnal Green.
	Installed on the side of Clynes House in July 2023, the work is a large colourful photographic collage.
	Funded by Tower Hamlets Council and delivered in partnership with Whitechapel Gallery, the mural combines over twenty different images sourced from archives around London and internationally.  
	The images reflect a range of different historical themes that have been vital in the development of the local area, including protests and political movements; trade, industry and empire; and sporting, cultural and ecological references. 
	Shiraz Bayjoo’s proposal for the site was selected by a public vote and the final design draws upon discussions between Bayjoo and the Globe Town community.
	Shiraz is a Mauritian artist living in London. 
	He said: “I wanted to highlight the area’s history and far-reaching legacies - the refuge given to countless generations escaping political persecution, and the grassroots movements that have gone on to shape Britain and the world.” 
	Cllr Abdul Wahid, Lead Member for Jobs, Skills and Growth, said:  “Globe Town is a fantastic area with a rich history that is of great importance to our residents. This striking new mural is part of broader works that our High Streets Team is delivering to improve the Globe Town market square. 
	"To date, we’ve delivered shop-front improvements to seven units, two murals, CCTV in Meath Gardens, and public realm updates that include tree planting, seating, and new lighting."

	The new mural on Clynes House
	The new mural on Clynes House

	Do you want to take the stress out of renting your property?Working with us means no agents, no fees and a guaranteed rent. Interested? Visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/RentToUs to register your details.Why not rent to Tower Hamlets Council?
	Figure
	The remains of an e-bike after it started a fire. Credit: Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service
	The remains of an e-bike after it started a fire. Credit: Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service

	Charge safe to prevent fires
	Charge safe to prevent fires
	Charge safe to prevent fires


	The Mayor of Tower Hamlets has written to the Secretary of State to call for greater government support after a 60 per cent increase in e-bikes and e-scooter fires in London.
	The Mayor of Tower Hamlets has written to the Secretary of State to call for greater government support after a 60 per cent increase in e-bikes and e-scooter fires in London.
	In February, two e-bike fires ripped through two flats in 37 hours and, since the start of 2023, there has been, on average, one e-bike or e-scooter battery-related fire a month in Tower Hamlets. 
	The letter calls for funding for local authorities to create safe charging spaces, improved legislation, more robust sampling and examination on importation of lithium batteries, including a national registration body for businesses providing them, and greater research into the issue. 
	The letter was sent alongside the launch of a multi-channel marketing campaign, #ChargeSafe Tower Hamlets, which has been managed by Tower Hamlets Council and is supported by London Fire Brigade.  
	Lutfur Rahman, Mayor of Tower Hamlets, said: “It is evident that the rise in e-bike and e-scooter battery fires shows no signs of slowing down. These batteries present a major threat to not only our residents’ lives, but people in neighbouring boroughs and across the UK.
	“We are doing what we can as a local council, but we need greater government support to protect and save lives in Tower Hamlets and across the country. That is why I am calling on the Home Office to support local authorities in managing this emerging threat.” 
	London Fire Brigade's charging advice
	Prevent fires and protect lives: keep yourself and others safe by following the London Fire Brigade’s advice:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Never leave your bike or scooter charging while you are asleep or not around

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Unplug your charger once it’s finished charging

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Always use the correct charger for your batteries 

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Buy any replacements from a reputable seller

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Never block your fire escape route with e-bikes or e-scooters

	• 
	• 
	• 

	In the event of a fire, call 999. Never try to fight the fire yourself


	Read more about the campaign and see more fire saving tips at: www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/chargesafe 
	Or visit the London Fire Brigade's website at www.london-fire.gov.uk/safety/the-home/e-scooters-and-e-bikes/

	Your views on Community Language Service
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	A new service will see free language classes for young people in Tower Hamlets.
	A new service will see free language classes for young people in Tower Hamlets.
	The council is looking to introduce the Community Language Service for people aged between four and 18 in November 2023.
	Community languages are the languages that are spoken by members of a minority community group within a majority language context. 
	In Tower Hamlets, English is the main spoken language however other languages include Bengali, Italian and Spanish. 
	Language barriers can lead to challenges in areas such as literacy and language development in school.
	As the council plans for this new Community Language Service, it is keen to hear your views to make sure this service meets your needs.
	Languages can play an important role in child development. 
	Learning a language can help boost confidence, expand our world view and improve listening and observation skills. 
	It can also be beneficial for when children are ready to enter the world of work.
	If you are a young person (11-18 years of age), work with young people (4-18 years of age), a parent of a young person (4-18 years of age), or have some connection with Community Language Services, please complete this survey. It should take no more than ten minutes.
	This survey is part of a range of activities that we are doing to gain feedback. 
	Other engagement will include workshops with young people and families.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Complete the survey by 30 September at talk.towerhamlets.gov.uk/tower-hamlets-language-services-2023



	Fines for unsafe masks and underage sales
	Fines for unsafe masks and underage sales

	Figure
	A Tower Hamlets company has been fined £34,000 and the company director handed a suspended sentence after it sold face masks and hand sanitiser during the pandemic which did not give enough protection against Covid.
	A Tower Hamlets company has been fined £34,000 and the company director handed a suspended sentence after it sold face masks and hand sanitiser during the pandemic which did not give enough protection against Covid.
	Tower Hamlets Council’s Trading Standards found in July 2020 that Posh Fashion Ltd, in Whitechurch Lane, E1, was selling hand sanitiser which only contained 35 per cent ethanol, nearly half of the required level of 60-80 per cent for effective germ killing. The labelling indicated it contained 75 per cent ethanol.
	The face masks the shop was selling were also found to not meet the appropriate standards.
	The company and its director, Khalil Ullah Zarguly, each pleaded guilty to three offences of misleading commercial practices, contrary to the Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008, and appeared at Snaresbrook Crown Court on 13 July for sentencing.
	The company was fined £34,000 and Mr Zarguly was sentenced to 34 weeks’ custody, suspended for 12 months, and he will have to complete 60 hours of community service within twelve months. He and the company were also jointly ordered to pay £21,000 in costs.
	Non-compliant face masks purchased by the company had previously been seized at Heathrow, which had led to the visit by Trading Standards. 
	In addition, Mr. Zarguly had also previously received a warning from Trading Standards about the need to ensure that products he sold were legally compliant and given advice on the steps that could be taken.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	To report concerns email food.safety@towerhamlets.gov.uk or trading.standards@towerhamlets.gov.uk



	Residents were encouraged to wear face masks during the pandemic
	Residents were encouraged to wear face masks during the pandemic

	Hundreds of weapons and knives taken off our streets
	Hundreds of weapons and knives taken off our streets

	Figure
	FIGHT CRIME
	FIGHT CRIME

	610 knives and 79 other weapons have been taken off our streets in six months thanks to four new knife amnesty bins.
	610 knives and 79 other weapons have been taken off our streets in six months thanks to four new knife amnesty bins.
	The bins, installed by charity Word4Weapons, allow people to dispose of knives and other weapons anonymously and safely. The knives are destroyed and are not investigated by the police.
	The bins were unveiled in January in Barnet Grove, north of the Bethnal Green Road junction, E2 6AD; Vallance Road opposite Underwood Road, E1 5BQ; Burslem Street between the recycling bins, E1 2LL; and Brownfield Street next to number 107, E14 6ND.
	The bins were emptied at the end of June. The other weapons alongside the knives included scissors, kitchen knives and utensils, knuckledusters, swords, and DIY tools.
	Cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury, Cabinet Member for Safer Communities, said: “Tower Hamlets is largely a safe place to live, work and visit, but like all London boroughs, we do sadly see some knife crime.
	“People carrying knives on our streets is illegal and will not be tolerated.
	“These amnesty bins take dangerous weapons off our streets and prevent them being used to harm anyone. 
	"Each knife taken off our streets is potentially a life saved.”
	If you want to dispose of a knife or other sharp weapon, please wrap it in several layers of cardboard or newspaper and secure it with plenty of sticky tape so that the blade is completely protected and the knife cannot easily be removed, before placing it in a secure cardboard box.
	It’s an offence to have a knife in a public place and there aren’t many reasonable excuses for having one. 
	If you are depositing a knife in one of the amnesty bins, please make sure that it is safely wrapped.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	If you are worried about the safety of a child or young person, visit towerhamlets.gov.uk/supportservicesyouth for support available.



	One of the knife amnesty bins, with cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury
	One of the knife amnesty bins, with cllr Abu Talha Chowdhury
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	Two Tower Hamlets Enforcement Officers with a sign warning of the new fines
	Two Tower Hamlets Enforcement Officers with a sign warning of the new fines

	£80 fines for those being anti-social in our parks
	£80 fines for those being anti-social in our parks

	On-the-spot fines can now be given to those who break the byelaws in parks and open spaces in Tower Hamlets to make them safer and more inclusive.
	On-the-spot fines can now be given to those who break the byelaws in parks and open spaces in Tower Hamlets to make them safer and more inclusive.
	Following a consultation to which more than 500 residents responded, the council’s Tower Hamlets Enforcement Officers (THEOs) can issue £80 fines to those behaving anti socially, including playing excessively loud music, having a barbecue, and breaking or tampering with any life-saving equipment.
	Previously, those breaking the byelaws could only be prosecuted through the court, which is an expensive procedure and can take a long time to be concluded.
	These new fines will enable the police and council’s enforcement teams to crack down more effectively on anti-social behaviour, making the parks more pleasant for everyone to visit.
	Persistent offenders can still be taken to court, where the maximum fine is £500.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	You can see the park byelaws and get more information on the council's website at www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/byelaws



	More cars seized in blue badge crackdown
	More cars seized in blue badge crackdown

	Figure
	Seven cars were impounded during a day of action in which more than 100 blue badges were checked across Tower Hamlets.
	Seven cars were impounded during a day of action in which more than 100 blue badges were checked across Tower Hamlets.
	Blue badges allow those with a disability or health condition to park closer to their destination. However, sadly, some people steal blue badges to sell on or use themselves, or they are sometimes used fraudulently.
	The council’s Parking and Mobility Services and Fraud Investigations Unit, along with the Tower Hamlets Enforcement Officers (THEOs) and the Metropolitan Police, carried out a day of checking blue badges across the borough on 26 May.
	During the operation, 12 badges were classed as stolen and seven vehicles were impounded.
	Two badges were being used although the holders were shown as deceased.
	The council’s Fraud Investigation Unit is investigating and will interview all those found to be misusing badges.
	This follows on from previous days of action targeting blue badge misuse in November last year and March this year, which saw 130 blue badges checked and 13 cars impounded.
	Further days of action are planned throughout the year.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	To report blue badge misuse, email parking.fraud@towerhamlets.gov.uk



	One of the seized cars
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	Ford Square playground has been refurbished, alongside Ropemaker's Fields receiving a Green Flag Award
	Ford Square playground has been refurbished, alongside Ropemaker's Fields receiving a Green Flag Award

	New Green Flag Award and improvements for our parks 
	New Green Flag Award and improvements for our parks 

	Ropemaker's Field in Limehouse has been given an award for being well-managed, safe and bio-diverse.
	Ropemaker's Field in Limehouse has been given an award for being well-managed, safe and bio-diverse.
	It is the latest park in Tower Hamlets to receive a Green Flag Award, taking the total of accredited parks and open spaces to 14.
	Ropemaker's Field was created by the London Docklands Development Corporation on derelict land, together with land above the new Limehouse Link Tunnel after the tunnel opened in 1993. 
	Keep Britain Tidy’s Green Flag Award Scheme Manager, Paul Todd MBE, said: “I would like to congratulate everyone involved at Tower Hamlets Council in achieving a Green Flag Award.
	“Ropemaker's Fields is a vital green space for the community in Tower Hamlets, bringing people together and providing opportunities to lead healthy lifestyles. The staff and volunteers do so much to ensure that it maintains the high standards of the Green Flag Award and everyone involved should feel extremely proud of their achievement.”
	Tower Hamlets Council is dedicated to keeping all its parks and green spaces as places the whole family can enjoy. Ford Square playground has been refurbished and the northern side of the square has been re-landscaped. 
	The council has also made improvements to Cavell Street Gardens, with outdoor chess tables installed. 
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	Heritage panel for strikers
	Heritage panel for strikers

	A new heritage information panel telling the story of the Matchgirls has been unveiled in Grove Hall Park, Bow.
	A new heritage information panel telling the story of the Matchgirls has been unveiled in Grove Hall Park, Bow.
	Cllr Iqbal Hossain, Cabinet Member for Culture and Recreation, unveiled the panel which has been produced by the council in partnership with The Matchgirls Memorial organisation.  
	The Matchgirls were women and girls who worked at the nearby Bryant and May Factory, now the Bow Quarter. They endured low pay, long hours and dangerous working conditions. In 1888 they took strike action. 
	Head down to the park to find out how they won their strike and went on to play an important role in the founding of British trade unions. 
	The panel is one of a series of heritage information panels you can find in the borough's parks.

	The new panel is one in a series found across our parks
	The new panel is one in a series found across our parks

	Judging completed for Britain in Bloom
	Judging completed for Britain in Bloom

	Judges from the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) visited locations in Tower Hamlets in August as part of this year’s Britain in Bloom competition.
	Judges from the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) visited locations in Tower Hamlets in August as part of this year’s Britain in Bloom competition.
	The judges went to areas including Victoria Park, Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park, Lady Mico's Almshouses, Stepney City Farm and Canary Wharf.
	Tower Hamlets is the only English finalist in the ‘city' category of the Britain in Bloom awards 
	Groups compete in regional and national heats of the competition before being nominated for the Britain in Bloom finals.
	Winners will be announced in the autumn.
	Keep an eye out on our social media, residents' newsletter and the next edition of Our East End to see how Tower Hamlets fared in the competition.

	Day of action after residents raise concerns
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	More than 2,000 cigarettes have been seized, stolen motorbikes recovered and a number of fines and warnings issued during a day of action in Tower Hamlets.
	More than 2,000 cigarettes have been seized, stolen motorbikes recovered and a number of fines and warnings issued during a day of action in Tower Hamlets.
	Council teams, along with Tower Hamlets Enforcement Officers, our Police Partnership Task Force and the Whitechapel neighbourhood Police, visited Vine Court, E1, after complaints from residents about drug dealing, anti-social behaviour, fly tipping, noise nuisance and poor parking.
	The day, coordinated by the council’s ASB and Community Safety Team, resulted in a number of shops being searched by Trading Standards and the seizure of 2,353 illicit non-UK or counterfeit cigarettes from one shop and smaller quantities from others.
	The Environmental Services Team fined a business for fly tipping and the Highways Team secured the removal of two bicycles which were left carelessly. 
	Three suspected stolen motorbikes were recovered by the Parking Enforcement Team and the Specialist Substance Misuse Investigations Team engaged with four vulnerable people.
	Chief Inspector Claire Horgan said: “Officers from the Partnership Task Force and neighbourhood wards assisted the local authority in their day of action in Tower Hamlets. 
	“Officers provided assistance to all departments during the day while also reassuring the local community who have been affected by these criminal activities in Vine Court for too long.”
	The council will continue to act on reports of ASB and other issues. 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Report issues to the council at towerhamlets.gov.uk/asb



	Vine Court, E1, where the day of action took place
	Vine Court, E1, where the day of action took place

	Anti-social behaviour tackled 
	Anti-social behaviour tackled 
	Anti-social behaviour tackled 
	with events across borough
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	FIGHT CRIME
	FIGHT CRIME

	Hundreds of residents, businesses and visitors were given crime prevention advice and helped with their anti-social behaviour concerns during a week of targeted activity
	Hundreds of residents, businesses and visitors were given crime prevention advice and helped with their anti-social behaviour concerns during a week of targeted activity
	More than 40 hours of events were carried out by our Safer Neighbourhood Operations Team along with our partners including Met Police to mark Anti-Social Behaviour Awareness Week from 3-9 July.
	Highlights from the activity included a responsible dog ownership event in Victoria Park, weapon sweeps, patrols in areas noted by residents as being ASB hotspots, and engagement events across the borough.
	More than 1,000 residents and 186 businesses were engaged with during the week. 16 drug users were also approached, with ten being referred for further help.
	The council is continuing to hold safety walkabouts and surgeries so residents can share their concerns. 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Find out more at towerhamlets.gov.uk/SaferCommunityDays
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	Events included patrols, weapon sweeps and engagement sessions in all wards
	Events included patrols, weapon sweeps and engagement sessions in all wards
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	OPEN EVENINGEmployer-led learning beyond the classroomYear 10  and  Year 12◆   Outstanding results ◆   Progression to top universities◆   Unique specialist facilities ◆   Support from leading employers◆   Access to the Mulberry STEM Academy and  the Mulberry Production Arts AcademyThursday 19 October 20234.30PM – 6.30PMOur industry partners: SCAN MEREGISTER  TODAY!VISIT OUR WEBSITEg 64 Parnell Road  London E3 2RUA 0203 137 7024  m info@mulberryutc.org mulberry_UTC   MulberryUTCwww.mulberryutc.org
	As a 5-star, award-winning housebuilder and one of the leading developers in London and the south of England, our commitment to quality and innovation has laid the foundation for many successful developments. We are passionate about building communities that meet local needs and creating sustainable and desirable places for current and future generations to thrive.@HillGroupUKHill Group UKhill.co.ukThe Mayor’s Cup 2023 withTower Hamlets CouncilProudly supporting
	Get online with free help and support this October
	Get online with free help and support this October

	Residents who don't have access or struggle to use the internet are being supported with a week of activities to help them get online.
	Residents who don't have access or struggle to use the internet are being supported with a week of activities to help them get online.
	In today's rapidly changing digital age, access to the online world has become a vital aspect of our daily lives, enabling us to stay connected with friends and family and access essential services.
	However, many of our residents still face barriers to getting online, whether it’s not knowing where to start or not having enough data.
	Tower Hamlets Council has joined the Get Online Week campaign, taking place 18-24 October, to highlight the range of support available in our borough for those needing some extra help to get online, from informal drop-in sessions to access to free data.
	Get Online Week is a national campaign led by the charity Good Things Foundation with the aim of helping people explore the digital world.
	As part of Get Online Week, the council has launched a new map of the local digital support available and has organised special events to offer help to everyone.
	The council has also partnered with the Good Things Foundation’s National Databank to provide free, pre-loaded sim-cards for residents who are struggling with their mobile data. 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Visit one of our Idea Stores or Resident Hubs to learn more.



	See all the ways you can reach the council face to face on the map below or visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/digitalsupport
	See all the ways you can reach the council face to face on the map below or visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/digitalsupport

	Tower HamletsDigital support mapDigital drop-in sessions and DatabankWhitechapel Idea Store, E1 1BUWednesdays 2.15-3.45pmDigital drop-in sessions and DatabankChrisp Street Idea Store, E14 6BTTuesdays 2.15-3.45pmDigital skills and ICT coursesWhitechapel and Chrisp Street Idea StoresVisit your nearest Idea Store for details.Or contact 020 7364 5665 if you need extra support.https://www.ideastore.co.uk/learning/skills-for-life/digital-skillslearnerservices@towerhamlets.gov.ukDigital skills supportIsland House 
	Share your thoughts on leisure facilities
	Share your thoughts on leisure facilities

	Residents are being asked for their views on the current leisure provision in the borough.
	Residents are being asked for their views on the current leisure provision in the borough.
	In August 2022, Cabinet approved plans to bring the management of seven leisure centres in-house when the current contract with leisure provider GLL expires in April 2024.
	Insourcing the service presents an exciting opportunity to create facilities and a programme of activity that meets the needs and health and wellbeing of our residents. 
	The council will focus on:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	increasing participation of our residents with a focus on women and girls

	• 
	• 
	• 

	making our services more inclusive and easier to access

	• 
	• 
	• 

	supporting residents' journeys to a healthier lifestyle


	There will be opportunities for residents to share their experiences, thoughts and ideas to help shape the future of the council’s leisure, health and wellbeing service.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	To join in and for more information and updates visit: www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/LeisureInsourcing



	Figure
	Staff in the hubs can give information on a wide range of issues, including parking, council tax and benefits, pictured with cllr Kabir Ahmed
	Staff in the hubs can give information on a wide range of issues, including parking, council tax and benefits, pictured with cllr Kabir Ahmed

	Residents' Hubs rollout
	Residents' Hubs rollout

	Figure
	Local people have welcomed the roll out of the council's Residents’ Hubs, which offer face-to-face advice to those who are unable to access services online or by phone.
	Local people have welcomed the roll out of the council's Residents’ Hubs, which offer face-to-face advice to those who are unable to access services online or by phone.
	The council has opened four permanent Residents’ Hub in the new town hall, Cubitt Town Library, and the Idea Stores in Chrisp Street and Bow. 
	Another hub, in the Professional Development Centre, Bethnal Green, is due to open soon.
	The hubs have staff who are trained to deal with a range of services such as parking, council tax, benefits, and employment skills, and can make referrals.
	Langdon Park resident Ambia Awal was one of the first residents to check out the Chrisp Street hub. 
	She said: “As a mum of young children it can be difficult to get around to other parts of the borough, so it’s really handy to have this service so close by. My background is in education, and I was able to get some advice about getting back into employment. 
	"I’m also interested in taking part in some courses too, so it was good to be able to get some advice about those opportunities too.”
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Visit towerhamlets.gov.uk/residentshub
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	Residents will be able to visit five new hubs across the borough
	Residents will be able to visit five new hubs across the borough

	I Can Be... aims to inspire future leaders
	I Can Be... aims to inspire future leaders

	Figure
	A new campaign is encouraging more people from Black, Asian and multi-ethnic backgrounds to take up senior and community leadership roles.
	A new campaign is encouraging more people from Black, Asian and multi-ethnic backgrounds to take up senior and community leadership roles.
	The 2021 census shows that 16.1 per cent of White British Tower Hamlets residents in employment are managers, directors or senior officials, compared with 10.4 per cent of Asian/Asian British residents and 8.1 per cent of Black/Black British residents.  
	Tower Hamlets Council is looking to change this, working with local residents to address this disparity through the I Can be… campaign.
	The council has actively engaged the community through events and workshops. 
	Humaira Begum, who attended one of the I Can Be… workshops at The Limehouse Project, said: “We need to see a diverse representation of faces in leadership roles as society is made up of so many different groups. Our diversity is a strength.” 
	60-year-old Sultana Shireen added: “One of my daughters wants to be a scientist and she says it can be tough when she doesn’t see many women from her background pursuing these types of jobs so anything that helps to address that balance is welcome.”  
	The council will formally launch the I Can Be… campaign in the autumn after collating feedback from the public. 

	One of the I Can Be... workshops
	One of the I Can Be... workshops

	Summer of Fun as youngsters enjoy host of free activities
	Summer of Fun as youngsters enjoy host of free activities
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	CELEBRATING OUR BOROUGH
	CELEBRATING OUR BOROUGH

	Children, young people and families enjoyed more than 600 free activities during the school summer holidays.
	Children, young people and families enjoyed more than 600 free activities during the school summer holidays.
	Highlights of the Summer of Fun 2023 programme, organised by Tower Hamlets Council, included creative arts workshops, sport and physical activity sessions aimed at increasing female participation in sports and physical activity, family fun days, accredited courses, coaching and careers workshops for teenagers and young adults, and sport camps. Many of the activities offered a free meal.
	Shafia, who went along to the family fun day at Whitehorse Adventure Playground with her niece Maria, said: “We really enjoyed it. There were so many activities - from bouncy castles to messy play and making a milkshake, which was Maria’s favourite.”

	There were 600 free events for families and young people across Tower Hamlets as part of the council's Summer of Fun programme
	There were 600 free events for families and young people across Tower Hamlets as part of the council's Summer of Fun programme
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	Activities included sports sessions, family fun days and careers workshops
	Activities included sports sessions, family fun days and careers workshops

	I went to an office in Year 8 and learnt about skillsNow I analyse data, createreports and lead presentationsWe're looking for ex-Tower Hamlets students to featurein our Alumni campaign and inspire the next generationof young people. Feature in our campaign and earn a £25 voucher.Did you go to a school inTower Hamlets?Aged 18-35?We need your story!theswitch.orgGet in touch
	Go online and check out our Idea Store Learning offer.With more than 900 courses to choose from, there is something for everyone from photography, languages, art & design, dance, ESOL, maths to fashion and digital skills.No need to visit an Idea Store, you can book online through a click of a button from the comfort of your own home at www.ideastore/learningEnrol Now!
	Figure
	Alongside Young WorkPath, the council has held Careers Live sessions for young people in the borough
	Alongside Young WorkPath, the council has held Careers Live sessions for young people in the borough

	School leavers helped to 
	School leavers helped to 
	School leavers helped to 
	find their work path


	If you’ve just received your exam results and you’re not sure what to do next, Tower Hamlets Young WorkPath may be able to help.  
	If you’ve just received your exam results and you’re not sure what to do next, Tower Hamlets Young WorkPath may be able to help.  
	Young WorkPath is a council service that works with young people aged between 13 and 19, or up to age 25 if they have special educational needs or a disability.
	It provides careers information, advice and guidance about the next steps available to young people.
	For young people no longer in education, the service can support you in making choices about your future, and will also help you to find jobs and apprenticeships, and support with application forms, CVs and interview techniques. 
	Young person Maniul spoke to Young WorkPath in 2022 after receiving his results and is now doing a Data Analyst Degree Apprenticeship at Amazon. He said: “Working with Amin [from Young WorkPath] was of great benefit.
	“He helped me make a really good CV that was catered to the career field I was applying for. 
	"He also helped me with my cover letter which I was able to use as a base for the interview questions."
	Email: youngworkpath@towerhamlets.gov.uk or call 0800 3581 2410 or 0207 364 1401. 
	The council has also delivered free careers sessions to more than 1,000 schoolchildren.
	The series, Careers Live, delivered five events, each focused on a different industry. 
	Secondary schools across the borough attended and students were able to have face-to-face discussions with professionals about their career ambitions.  
	Kawtar El Ouaraini, Careers Education and Guidance Manager at St Paul's Way School, said: “Our students chose the industry theme they were most intrigued to attend, making it a personalised and meaningful experience. They saw this opportunity as a unique way to explore and understand the range of career pathways available to them at their own pace."
	The council hosted the events in partnership with the University of East London, Queen Mary University London, London Metropolitan University, New City College and Canary Wharf Group. 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Join the council's newsletter to see future events towerhamlets.gov.uk/content_pages/online_services/Sign_up_to_our_newsletter.aspx



	Share your career path to inspire others
	Share your career path to inspire others

	Figure
	A Tower Hamlets-based education charity is launching a new campaign to showcase the diverse and successful career paths of former students from our borough.
	A Tower Hamlets-based education charity is launching a new campaign to showcase the diverse and successful career paths of former students from our borough.
	Whether you are a doctor, a lawyer, a teacher, an artist, an entrepreneur or anything else, The Switch would love to share your story with the next generation of professionals.
	The aim is to inspire and motivate young people in Tower Hamlets to pursue their dreams and ambitions, and to show them the range of opportunities available to them.
	By getting involved, you can make a difference to someone's life and help them achieve their full potential.
	Jamie, a data analyst from Bow, is taking part to inspire others. He said: “When I was growing up I had zero examples of who I wanted to be or what I could achieve or what I could do. 
	"It's just about creating an environment in Tower Hamlets that is of hope, vision and success and being able to show what all of us are capable of.”
	Abubakr, a Legal Fellow from Bethnal Green, added: “I don't think a lot of people have my [professional] background in our borough, so it's not fair that I should just keep it to myself.”
	If you would like to participate in the campaign, fill in the form on the charity's website at theswitch.org/young-people-and-alumni/success-campaign/
	Anyone who the charity chooses to feature on its website, social media and newsletter will be given a £25 voucher.

	Make a difference to someone's life
	Make a difference to someone's life

	Enrollment now open for more than 900 courses 
	Enrollment now open for more than 900 courses 

	Figure
	JOBS AND ECONOMY
	JOBS AND ECONOMY

	Are you passionate about painting? Want to try Tai Chi? Or maybe you need English and Maths qualifications to improve your job prospects? Whatever your interests or needs, Idea Store Learning could have the course for you.
	Are you passionate about painting? Want to try Tai Chi? Or maybe you need English and Maths qualifications to improve your job prospects? Whatever your interests or needs, Idea Store Learning could have the course for you.
	There are more than 900 courses to choose from at Idea Stores across Tower Hamlets, including fashion and textiles, learning to be a tour guide, belly dancing, salsa, woodwork, upholstery, Spanish, creative writing, pottery, and many more.
	You can also study for qualifications in English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), which is a requirement for some jobs, and Functional Skills in Maths and English.
	98 per cent of past learners say they are highly satisfied with courses and would recommend them to a friend.
	The sessions start from just £1, and in some cases are free if you are on particular benefits or have a low income. 
	Morgan, a ballet student, said: “The course has positively impacted my health. It is a great physical and mental workout, and the other class members are lovely. The tutor is wonderful and makes the hard work we do fun.”
	Learner Rubena Begum said: “Before coming to the Idea Store I couldn’t speak English, but now I have found a job because I learnt English at the Idea Store.”
	Bryan McLaughlin, a woodwork learner, added: “Being dyslexic I have very much enjoyed this practical style of learning and have appreciated the tutor’s support and teaching skills throughout.”
	Councillor Abdul Wahid, Cabinet Member for Jobs, Skills and Growth, said: “These courses are a great way to get some new skills, make new friends, and boost your employability. ”
	Enrolment is now open for the September adult and community learning classes and closes in October. To join one of our ESOL, English, Maths or Digital Skills course, you will need to book an initial assessment session in September. 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	To find out more and sign up, visit ideastore.co.uk/learning



	You can also study English for Speakers of Other Languages
	You can also study English for Speakers of Other Languages

	No longer making a meal out of social media
	No longer making a meal out of social media
	No longer making a meal out of social media


	Figure
	A traditional East End pie and mash shop has successfully secured a spot on the council’s business training programme. 
	A traditional East End pie and mash shop has successfully secured a spot on the council’s business training programme. 
	Eastenders Pie and Mash has been serving customers since 1976, and the now owner, Brian Boulter, took over the business in 2010. 
	The shop is located on London’s famous Chrisp Street Market and uses local produce - the meat for the pies comes in directly from Smithfield Meat Market every day. 
	Brian said: “The pandemic was difficult but we’re finding the cost-of-living crisis even more challenging. Our electricity bills have tripled, flour has doubled and a large tub of margarine that in 2019 was £10.50 is now £27. The area is more diversified now, and there is more competition, but it’s clear that pie and mash remains important."  
	Brian applied for Tower Hamlets Council’s free business training in March and was accepted onto the course in the same month. The programme delivers support to businesses looking to develop an existing or new income stream. 
	He said: “The team has given me training on social media. I’m not a social media person, I don’t use it personally and I think if you have it and use it in your own life, you’re more likely to use it for your business.  
	“The team come and see me every couple of weeks. We sit down and go through what I need to do, they make it really easy. They’re great and they do convince me that social media is going to work for us. They’re teaching me a lot and that’s why it is so good, I wouldn’t do it otherwise.” 
	Brian’s training includes learning how to harness Google My Business, Facebook, Instagram and using scheduling platforms such as Loomly to drive awareness for the shop. 
	Applications for the second cohort of the programme are now open. All the business training is bespoke and can be done one-to-one or online and at a time and pace that is suitable. 
	To read the full entry requirements and apply for the training programme, please visit: www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/THS4
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	ICON COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY & MANAGEMENT LONDON UK& ELIGIBLE EU** STUDENTS CAN APPLY FOR STUDENT LOAN 
	The school oﬀers:New modern classrooms with laptops for every studentA menu of enrichment activities to choose fromSmall class sizes with strong disciplineHigh quality teaching and learningBroad and balanced curriculumExcellent GCSE results“The teachers never failed to keep the students motivated all the time” - Year 11 parentsThank you for the best secondary school experience! I’ve enjoyed my 5 years here- Khadisa, Year 11Visit us forYear 7,8 & 9 places81-91 Commercial Road, London E1 1RDE: info@londonente
	The school oﬀers:New modern classrooms with laptops for every studentA menu of enrichment activities to choose fromSmall class sizes with strong disciplineHigh quality teaching and learningBroad and balanced curriculumExcellent GCSE results“The teachers never failed to keep the students motivated all the time” - Year 11 parentsThank you for the best secondary school experience! I’ve enjoyed my 5 years here- Khadisa, Year 1181-91 Commercial Road, London E1 1RDE: info@londonenterpriseacademy.org T: 020 7426 0
	COUNCIL NEWS
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	Significant changes affecting elections, electoral registration, voting systems and the borough’s parliamentary constituency boundaries are taking place, with further changes to be introduced over the next 18 months to two years.
	Significant changes affecting elections, electoral registration, voting systems and the borough’s parliamentary constituency boundaries are taking place, with further changes to be introduced over the next 18 months to two years.
	Eligible residents should ensure they are registered to vote correctly, have the appropriate approved photographic identification if they plan to vote in person in the polling station, and understand how these changes will affect them.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	You can find out more information at towerhamlets.gov.uk/elections



	No ID? You can apply for free voter IDFind out more ator call 0800 328 0280
	You need to show approved photo ID at your polling station before voting
	You need to show approved photo ID at your polling station before voting
	You need to show approved photo ID at your polling station before voting


	Voters are required to show approved photographic ID when voting in person at a polling station in some elections to verify their identity before voting.
	Voters are required to show approved photographic ID when voting in person at a polling station in some elections to verify their identity before voting.
	This includes local elections and by-elections, UK parliamentary by-elections and recall petitions and, from October 2023, will also apply to UK general elections.
	Accepted approved forms of photo ID include but are not limited to:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	A passport issued in the UK, any of the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, a British Overseas Territory, an EEA state, or a Commonwealth country

	• 
	• 
	• 

	A driving licence issued in the UK, Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, or an EEA state

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Some concessionary travel passes, such as an older person’s bus pass or an Oyster 60+ card

	• 
	• 
	• 

	An identity card bearing the Proof of Age Standards Scheme hologram (a ‘PASS’ card).


	Voters will not need to show photo ID to apply to vote by post or proxy. Although anyone acting as a proxy to vote on someone’s behalf will need to show their own photo ID at the polling station.
	If you don't have any of the approved photo ID, you can apply for a free voter ID document known as a Voter Authority Certificate (VAC) at www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate
	To apply for a VAC, you must be registered to vote, provide a photograph, and may need to provide identification before a Voter Authority Certificate will be issued.
	Extensive training of staff and preparatory work is taking place and includes additional measures being put in place such as providing privacy areas if anyone attending the polling place wishes to have their photographic ID checked in private.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	There is more information and a full list of accepted ID at www.electoralcommission.org.uk/voterID or you can call the Commission helpline on 0800 328 0280



	Don’t lose your right to vote
	Don’t lose your right to vote

	The council's Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) is currently updating the electoral register which ensures the register has accurate information about the eligible electorate in the borough, so they don’t lose their right to vote.
	The council's Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) is currently updating the electoral register which ensures the register has accurate information about the eligible electorate in the borough, so they don’t lose their right to vote.
	With the Mayor of London and London Assembly elections taking place on Thursday 2 May 2024, and a general election due no later than 28 January 2025, this is an important opportunity for those eligible to vote to make sure they can take part.
	Recent home movers are urged to check their details are up to date.
	The annual electoral register update will run until November 2023, with the revised electoral register published no later than 1 December 2023.
	The first stage of the process has concluded with the electoral register data uploaded to the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) to be matched against their records.
	If all the people registered to vote at a property match the records held by DWP the property falls into a category known as Route 1 and the ERO will send an email, if the council holds an email address for someone in the household, to confirm that the details we hold for the property are correct.
	If there isn’t an email address, the ERO will send a form (CCA) to the property and if no changes are needed there is no need to reply.
	If there are any people at the property that have not matched with the DWP records these fall into a different category Route 2 and a form CCB (or canvass form) will be sent which will require completion and a return made.
	You must respond to this form even if there are no changes to make. If the ERO does not receive a response, further attempts will be made to get a response from you, including sending reminder forms or visiting your property.
	The final category, Route 3, relates to care homes, student accommodation, Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) and all other properties where the ERO has established a contact such as a Duty Manager, who will be responsible for providing the correct and updated information.
	Please look out for one of these forms and follow the instructions provided.
	It is important that new electors are not automatically registered to vote even if you add anyone new to your canvass form. If that is the case the ERO will send out a separate voter registration application for the individual to complete or an application can be made on a secure government website here www.gov.uk/register-to-vote to apply to register directly.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/annualcanvass



	Make sure you bring photo ID t o vote and know other changes
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	Be prepared for the GLA elections on Thursday 2 May 2024
	Be prepared for the GLA elections on Thursday 2 May 2024

	The Mayor of London and London Assembly Elections take place every four years and will take place on Thursday 2 May 2024.
	The Mayor of London and London Assembly Elections take place every four years and will take place on Thursday 2 May 2024.
	The polls were last held in 2021 after a 12 month delay because of the Covid restrictions.
	This means that eligible voters in Tower Hamlets must ensure they have approved photographic ID with them when they go to the polling station to cast their votes.
	The counting system for the Mayor of London, has also changed from a supplementary vote system to a simple majority voting system, known as first past the post.
	First past the post means you vote for one candidate only and the candidate with the most votes will win and become Mayor of London. This method is also used to elect local councillors and members of parliament.
	Candidates do not have to secure a certain number of votes - they just win more votes than any other candidate.
	The revised system will also be in place for the election of local authority mayors in England, so will include the borough’s next election for the Mayor of Tower Hamlets due to take place alongside the next council elections on Thursday 7 May 2026.

	Figure
	Changes to the borough’s parliamentary constituencies
	Changes to the borough’s parliamentary constituencies

	The electoral map of England is being redrawn to reflect population change and that all Parliamentary constituencies contain roughly the same number of electors.
	The electoral map of England is being redrawn to reflect population change and that all Parliamentary constituencies contain roughly the same number of electors.
	After public consultations led by the Boundary Commission for England (BCE), the final recommendations have now been submitted to Government.
	If the changes are agreed, the number of parliamentary constituencies in London will increase from 73 to 75 and will directly affect Tower Hamlets.
	If approved, the new constituencies will be used for the next general election, but any by-elections that may take place before then must use the existing constituencies.
	Currently there are two parliamentary constituencies that encompass the entire borough:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Poplar and Limehouse

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Bethnal Green and Bow.


	The new recommendations set out three Parliamentary constituencies in Tower Hamlets:
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Poplar and Limehouse

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Bethnal Green and Stepney

	• 
	• 
	• 

	Stratford and Bow.


	The new Stratford and Bow constituency will be created by adopting three Tower Hamlets Borough Wards (Bow East, Bow West, and Bromley North) which will be merged with four wards from neighbouring Newham borough (Forest Gate North, Forest Gate South, Green Street & Stratford and New Town).
	It will be the responsibility of the Newham Acting Returning Officer to administer this new constituency and not Tower Hamlets.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	You can find out more and see an interactive map of the proposed changes at www.bcereviews.org.uk.
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	TH_IS major events, with the borough hosting the London Marathon, the Big Half and festivals. This edition, we focus on the recent All Points East and In the Neighbourhood Festivals
	TH_IS major events, with the borough hosting the London Marathon, the Big Half and festivals. This edition, we focus on the recent All Points East and In the Neighbourhood Festivals
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	Renowned music festival All Points East returned to Victoria Park this summer, with two weekends of music featuring headliners including Stormzy, The Strokes, Jungle, Dermot Kennedy, and HAIM.
	Renowned music festival All Points East returned to Victoria Park this summer, with two weekends of music featuring headliners including Stormzy, The Strokes, Jungle, Dermot Kennedy, and HAIM.
	In between the main festival weekends, In The Neighbourhood, the free, four-day programme of activities and entertainment, also made its welcome annual return to Victoria Park.
	Run in collaboration with Tower Hamlets Council and local community groups and organisations, the programme gave visitors an opportunity to enjoy a host of free activities including live music, cinema, food workshops, creative workshops, dance and theatre, sports and wellbeing, and family activities, making the most of the last weeks of the summer holidays.
	A free live screening of the 2023 FIFA Women's World Cup Final, England v Spain took place in Victoria Park on the first day of In the Neighbourhood. The historic moment in English football was watched by more than 12,000 people as Tower Hamlets Council, the Mayor of London and All Points East hosted the screening in support of the Lionesses.
	Along with the free community festival, hosting All Points East provides much needed income which helps to support council services. 
	In addition, a minimum of £100,000 is invested into maintaining Victoria Park and funding activities within the park.
	Hosting the festival also creates opportunities for local arts groups and performers to take part in the midweek events programme, offers local businesses opportunities to supply goods and services to the event, and provides an education and outreach programme for Tower Hamlets schools and colleges.
	Lutfur Rahman, Mayor of Tower Hamlets, said: “I am delighted that this year’s festival showcased more local talent than ever before, supported enterprise and provided families with a host of free events during the school summer holidays.” 
	Jim King, CEO of European Festivals at AEG Presents, said: “We are very lucky to collaborate with Tower Hamlets, making In The Neighbourhood a real celebration of the local area. This year we had so many fantastic local businesses and vendors joining us in Victoria Park for four days of free activities and entertainment. Whether it was a dance class, theatre or craft workshop, there really was something for everyone.”

	Figure
	More than 12,000 people watched the Lioness in the World Cup final
	More than 12,000 people watched the Lioness in the World Cup final

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	There was fun to be had for all the family, with acts including Stormzy, bottom left, and Dermott Kennedy, bottom right
	There was fun to be had for all the family, with acts including Stormzy, bottom left, and Dermott Kennedy, bottom right

	A BRAND NEW 11-19 MIXED SCHOOLOPENING SEPTEMBER 2024*WITH YEAR 7 STUDENTSVisit our website for dates and more information about our amazing school.We look forward to welcoming our first cohort of Year 7 students  to our new school in September 2024.Mulberry Academy London Dock10 Virginia Street, London, E1W 2AD 020 7790 6327 mulberrylondondock@mulberryschoolstrust.org @MulberryDock www.mulberrylondondock.orgSCAN ME* Site currently under  construction.@MulberryDockFOLLOW USon social media forUPDATES ABOUTOUR
	Call 020 8980 2414 Email info@solebayacademy.org Check out our Facebook page.We’re Outstanding!Visit us at Solebay Primary Academy to find out more…We look forward to welcoming you for a tour of our school.“Many pupils said that theyenjoy learning about different peopleand that everyone is treated equallyin school. Pupils are happy here.”“Leaders have created aninclusive, nurturing school.”“Leaders … provide opportunities for pupils to learnimportant life skills and learn about etiquette.” “Leaders provide 
	Free summer clubs for kids
	Free summer clubs for kids
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	COST OF LIVING
	COST OF LIVING

	Thousands of families benefited from free summer holiday schemes which kept youngsters entertained, fed and active.  
	Thousands of families benefited from free summer holiday schemes which kept youngsters entertained, fed and active.  
	The council worked with local organisations to offer the Department for Education-funded Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) scheme, which included a variety of free activites along with a nutritious meal to children aged 5-16 who are eligible for free school meals. 
	The Canary Wharf Football Academy also ran three holiday clubs. 
	There was high praise from young people who attended the HAF club based at Bow Cross Community Centre. 
	Yaseen, eight, said: “I really look forward to the summer holidays now as my friends and I can meet and play. I came along last year and wanted to come again to improve my football skills. This year I played FIFA on the computer too.” 
	Instisar, 13, added: “Six weeks is a long time to have nothing to do so clubs like this are amazing. You get to make new friends and I like being creative so was able to draw and make bracelets.”  
	Volunteer Rougie Khanom, a talented basketball player who has founded a basketball team in the borough to encourage more women to play, said: “It is so important to get children active from a young age so they develop good lifelong habits. 
	"So many parents dread the summer holidays as they don’t know how they will keep their youngsters busy and feel guilty if they are left to watch TV and not play outside.  
	“That’s why the HAF scheme is so important as it gives children a safe place to play, socialise and learn new skills. I am keen to get more young girls into sport and would love to see girls take up basketball.” 
	By the end of the summer, the scheme will have reached more than 3,500 children across the borough and provided more than 50,000 meals.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	The council provides information on financial support as well as help with issues around food, energy, employment, debt and health at towerhamlets.gov.uk/costofliving



	Children enjoyed free activities and lunch
	Children enjoyed free activities and lunch

	Do something amazing by becoming a foster carerLocal children need loving and supportive foster carers now.Tower Hamlets Council offers carers lots of support including fantastic training opportunities and financial support of up to £850 per week (per child depending on age). Foster carers also receive 50% off their council tax bill and a generous referral scheme offering £1,000 for every carer who they refer on to be successfully approved to foster.Call: 020 7364 1246 www.fosteringtowerhamlets.co.uk
	Can I recycle this plastic?
	Can I recycle this plastic?

	Figure
	CLEAN AND GREEN
	CLEAN AND GREEN

	Residents are being reminded what types of plastic they can and can't recycle as part of a new campaign.
	Residents are being reminded what types of plastic they can and can't recycle as part of a new campaign.
	The council's campaign, Let's Rethink It, aims to improve the recycling rate across Tower Hamlets.
	Currently, the recycling rate is just below 18 per cent - far below the average recycling rate of around 27 per cent for inner London boroughs.
	Recycling means we don't need to get new raw materials from the earth, decreasing forestry and mining. 
	It also reduces the amount of waste and reduces the amount of carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere, which is damaging to the planet.
	You can recycle bottles and caps, such as shampoo bottles, pots such as yoghurt pots, fruit punnets, and tubs such as for butter and ice cream. Make sure items and empty and give them a rinse before putting in the recycling.
	You can't recycle film from pots or trays, crisp or sweet wrapers, polystyrene or carrier bags and wrapping film. These items need to go into your household waste.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Find out more about what you can and can't recycle at towerhamlets.gov.uk/letsrethinkit
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	The council is encouraging all residents to make sure they only recycle the correct types of plastic
	The council is encouraging all residents to make sure they only recycle the correct types of plastic

	Trees for your streets
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	Get together with your neighbours and green up your street.
	Get together with your neighbours and green up your street.
	Trees for Streets is a national organisation that works to support residents and businesses to plant trees in their neighbourhood. 
	Since June 2021, residents and businesses have already planted more than 200 trees in Tower Hamlets.  
	There are so many benefits to planting trees. 
	Resident, Dominic, said: "This scheme is amazing, and I think that Tower Hamlets council deserves a lot of credit for getting involved. I’d recommend it to anyone.
	"Trees are magic and there’s never any downside to planting more of them!"
	In addition to beautifying streets, they absorb carbon and they provide much-needed shade. 
	You can support a local crowd-funder that already exists or you can start your own with your neighbours. 
	Areas will be checked for suitability before planting begins later this year.
	Local businesses can participate in greening the area around their workplace too. 
	Residents can also help to water newly planted trees, especially during the warmer months, to help ensure they thrive.  
	All planted trees through Trees for Streets are in addition to the trees the council is already working hard to plant around the borough.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	For more information and to sign up, visit www.treesforstreets.org/towerhamlets 



	Dominic with one of the trees planted by Trees for Streets
	Dominic with one of the trees planted by Trees for Streets

	A high performing specialist school The school has high ambitions for all pupils.  It partners with prestigious businesses and universities to inspire them.  Pupils are well-motivated and work hard to achieve success.OFSTED Pupils meet the school’s high expectations of them. They treat each other and adults with respect. Pupils are happy and feel safe  at school.OFSTED I like the school because  we are inspired to be the  best we can be in  everything we do.”Year 8 Student I am really happy at Stepney Green
	Mulberry Stepney Green  Maths, Computing and Science College Ben Jonson Road, London E1 4SD 020 7790 6361 mail@mulberrystepneygreen.org  www.mulberrystepneygreen.orgA highin our handsPart of theYour future    IS SAFE SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENINGWednesday 15th November 2023 4.00pm-6.30pmAcademic excellenceWe aim to take students out of their comfort zone so they become resilient in the pursuit of knowledge and understanding.Planned programme  of enrichmentWe understand the importance of developing a broad range o
	We offer excellent, first class teaching and outstanding pastoral care.A brand new, fully  inclusive primary school for local families.Come and  visit our brand new building!  @MulberryWWfollow us on Twitter for regular updates about school lifeIf you have any questions about our lovely school, contact us and our friendly staff will be happy to help you.SCAN MEVISIT OUR WEBSITEOpen EventsVISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DATES AND INFORMATION ABOUT OUR UPCOMING EVENTS.Mulberry Wood Wharf Primary20 Brannan Street, Londo
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	Standing up for fairness and social justice is part of the fabric of the history of the East End, extending back to and beyond the matchgirl and Dockworkers strikes of the 1880s.
	Standing up for fairness and social justice is part of the fabric of the history of the East End, extending back to and beyond the matchgirl and Dockworkers strikes of the 1880s.
	1921 saw the actions of Poplar Borough Council hit the headlines in what has become known today as the Poplar Rates Rebellion.
	As Pippa Catterall, Professor of History and Policy at the University of Westminster, explains: “At the time, poverty in Poplar was rife.
	"Just 2.5 per cent of the population was deemed middle class and there were high rates of unemployment and overcrowding. 
	"Poplar had a population of 162,000, which is not much smaller than the whole of Tower Hamlets now.”
	The political landscape was also different, with Poplar having its own borough council rather than being part of Tower Hamlets. The Greater London Authority also didn’t exist, but instead there was the London County Council (LCC).
	Councillors on Poplar Borough Council became frustrated by an unfair system of rates, a forerunner of council tax. 
	In particular, the poorest borough in the capital objected to paying much more than its fair share towards London-wide bodies like the LCC.
	In response, the Poplar councillors decided not to levy or pay the precept, the London-wide element of the rates. Thirty councillors, including six women, were sent to prison indefinitely for contempt of court for refusing a court order to pay the money.
	Pippa continues: “There was a lot of support for the councillors. There is a famous photograph of one of them, Minnie Lansbury, with a suitcase and cheering crowds as she is taken to prison.
	“The councillors started holding council meetings in Brixton Prison, taking the women over from Holloway Prison where they were being held.
	“People had signs in their windows supporting the councillors, and they would sing to them through the prison windows to show their support.
	“It looked ridiculous and was embarrassing for the county council. Stepney Borough Council was also considering following in Poplar’s footsteps.
	“The only way the LCC could get a resolution was to back down over this issue.
	“After six weeks, the councillors were released, and an Irish band marched them home with pipes and drums playing.”
	A new law was also brought in to make the system of rates fairer for poorer boroughs. However, as Pippa says, the impact of the rebellion is far wider than that.
	She explains: “The councillors made themselves into martyrs and the LCC and government looked like bullies – it was political theatre at its best. Due to legal changes after this rebellion, councils can no longer take this action and so it does impact how they can fight against inequalities and unfairness in political and tax systems.
	“But this was a great example of David and Goliath: standing up for what is right – local people and social justice – and winning against the odds. 
	"It shows fighting for social justice isn’t all about isms and complicated theories, it is about taking the right course of action, and using an appeal to fairness to win the argument and right a wrong."
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	Top, Minnie Lansbury on her way to prison, surrounded by cheering crowds. Credit: islandhistory.wordpress.com. And, below, the mural to the rebellion
	Top, Minnie Lansbury on her way to prison, surrounded by cheering crowds. Credit: islandhistory.wordpress.com. And, below, the mural to the rebellion
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	The idea of love conquering all despite adversity is the key theme of this year’s Season of Bangla Drama festival, which returns to Tower Hamlets this November.
	The idea of love conquering all despite adversity is the key theme of this year’s Season of Bangla Drama festival, which returns to Tower Hamlets this November.
	The borough will once again host the acclaimed Bangladeshi theatre festival which is in its 20th year and has the title '20 Acts of Love'.
	A Season of Bangla Drama champions new writing and younger writers. 
	Mitali Arts Group tackle loneliness and neglect of the elderly in Fhire Pawa Jouban (Youthfulness Returns); and tragedy and survival are the issues faced in The Final Trumpet by Queen of Arts.
	Trioarts tell a story that tests the limits of love in Bandhan (Everlasting Love).
	Monchoshoilee unpick the many complex facets of love in Biborno Krishnochura. This play is all about passion, with cultural and generational baggage thrown in.
	Real life comes to the fore in three unique productions. 
	Farha Bi's Cycling Towards Freedom is an autobiographical tale. It tells the true story of her physical, emotional and educational journey on two wheels. 
	Alana Jelinek presents the heartwarming tale of a 25-year friendship between Muslims and Jews who live and work in Tower Hamlets. 
	Purbanat CIC are also inspired by real life, and, in particular, the Egyptian revolution of 2011. They present a satire and critique of performers' rights based on a lived experience.
	Bishwo Shahitto Kendro UK analyse the power of poetry as a vehicle for the theme of love in Poems of Dropping Anchor. 
	Further productions open up the artform through music, dance and movement. Daedalus Theatre Company use storytellers and musicians to explore love across boundaries in Ten Years East. 
	Dhanush Veena Giridhar celebrates the love of music as a force for connection in Harmonium Melodies.
	Adity Roy uses dance to teach children universal lessons. The horrors of war are set against love and acceptance as the key to betterment in Abinashi Anurag (Eternal Love). 
	The Two Headed Bird (Dou Martha Pakhi) by Tamarind Theatre Co provides joy and colour with music, movement and puppetry. They narrate a couple's struggle to find love against danger and conflict in a fishing town.
	The festival will run from 1-26 November. It will incorporate a fringe programme of events including exhibitions, talks and walks.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Visit towerhamlets.gov.uk/seasonbangladrama
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	The festival takes place for three weeks in November
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	Get involved in Black History Month
	Get involved in Black History Month

	A full programme of events and activities for people of all ages and interests will soon be announced to mark Black History Month in October.
	A full programme of events and activities for people of all ages and interests will soon be announced to mark Black History Month in October.
	Projects will offer residents the opportunity to engage with the richness of Black arts, culture and history, including film strands from Genesis Cinema and Raindance Film Festival.
	Young creatives can learn new skills with Purple Moon Drama’s performing arts sessions, and Spotlight has a youth-led programme titled ‘Celebrating our Sisters’ 
	Somali female journalists will also be exploring the challenges faced by Muslim black woman in the media in an evening called 'Creating space for the Next Generation Creatives'.
	Grand Union Orchestra, The Works Cafe, and Poplar Union will offer a programme of performance of music from across Africa.
	A community-based party will take place at St Paul’s Church, and Newham African Caribbean Resource Centre will be holding a family celebration of culture heritage including reminiscence, storytelling, drumming and more.
	Tower Hamlets Local History Library and Archives is holding a free, day-long event including talks and an interactive ‘Collections Care’ workshop to look at African and Caribbean collections and how they have contributed to highlighting the histories of Black people in the East End.
	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 

	Full listings at www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/blackhistorymonth
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	Explore the Brady Centre at open house
	Explore the Brady Centre at open house

	The Brady Arts and Community Centre in Whitechapel is joining other venues for this year’s Open House Festival, an annual celebration of London’s buildings, architecture and neighbourhoods. 
	The Brady Arts and Community Centre in Whitechapel is joining other venues for this year’s Open House Festival, an annual celebration of London’s buildings, architecture and neighbourhoods. 
	The building was specifically designed as a youth club for Jewish girls when it opened in 1935 and it later incorporated the Brady Boys Jewish Club. 
	Not only does it maintain many original architectural features, it still retains its important status at the heart of the community, offering spaces and facilities for local residents and, in particular, young people to enjoy.
	There will be a range of free activities including arts workshops, screenings, exhibitions and more to provide a taste of what's on offer. 
	The centre will be open on Saturday 16 September from 12noon to 4pm. 
	It is free and no booking is required. Space is limited. First come, first served.
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	Two performers, one catwalk and a never-ending row of outfits. Through a fusion of fashion, choreography, live music and theatre, this 40-minute performance challenges the urge to label or judge others based on how they appear
	6, 
	7, 9 & 10 September, 1.30pm & 
	4pm

	Canary Wharf Estate
	festival.org/gdif/whats-on/pan-catwalk/
	Dancing City
	Outdoor dance will transform the piazzas, parks and waterfronts of Canary Wharf. Every performance is free and unticketed – just show up.
	9-10 September
	Canary Wharf Estate
	festival.org/gdif/whats-on/dancing-city-2023
	Classes and workshops
	Art4U2 classes
	Hone your skills or learn how to use a variety of media.
	Selected dates through Sep, Oct and Nov.
	Brady Arts & Community Centre
	£8 per session. Drop-in or sign-up. Email ginnyhawke5@hotmail.co.uk.
	Autumn Half Term workshops
	A series of free creative craft workshops during October half term for young people aged 11-19.
	24-27 October (11am-4pm)
	Brady Arts and Community Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, Whitechapel E1 5HU
	Email ateamartseducation@gmailcom
	Exhibitions
	Rhythm of Images
	This free exhibition of painted textiles celebrates Indian classical dance heritage and culminates in a performance on 30 September.
	7–30 September (Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 10am-4pm)
	Brady Arts and Community Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, Whitechapel E1 5HU 
	Black History Month Photography Exhibition
	A diverse collection of work by black photographers. 
	6-27 October (Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 10am-4pm)
	Brady Arts and Community Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, Whitechapel E1 5HU
	ELP Festival of Print
	Embrace the magic of printmaking at East London Printmakers' annual Festival of Print exhibition, as it celebrates 25 years.
	The exhibition will showcase an array of prints, featuring traditional and contemporary artworks.
	30 November-10 December
	Free
	The Art Pavilion, Mile End Park, Clinton Road, E3 4QY
	www.eastlondonprintmakers.co.uk
	Fashion City - How Jewish Londoners shaped global style
	Discover the stories behind the Jewish fashion makers who became leaders in their industries, founded retail chains still on the high street today, and dressed the rich and famous.
	13 October 2023-14 April 2024
	Museum of London Docklands
	Adults from £12, children from £6
	museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london-docklands
	Festival of Spice War Stories
	This exhibition is part of the East India Company Spice War Stories Project (1600-1625) which looks at the English East India Company and its aggressive competition with the Dutch East India Company to secure highly valuable eastern spices. 
	24 October to 4 November
	The Art Pavilion, Mile End Park, Clinton Road, E3 4QY
	Free admission
	bricklanecircle.org.
	20 Seasons of Bangla Drama
	These striking photographs show the important role played by A Season of Bangla Drama over the past two decades, particularly amongst East London’s British Bangladeshi community.
	1-26 November
	Brady Arts and Community Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, Whitechapel E1 5HU
	Glasgow Girls - ’Nourish’
	This is an exhibition of three painters Rosemary Beaton, Lesley Burr and Alison Harper, who all graduated from Glasgow School of Art in the 1980s.  
	Known as the ‘Glasgow Girls’, they were part of a resurgence in expressive figurative painting. The exhibition curates artwork from over three decades.
	18-27 November, 11am-6pm
	Free entry
	The Art Pavilion, Mile End Park
	towerhamlets.gov.uk/arts
	Markets and fairs
	Book Fair, Literary and Cultural Festival
	The weekend includes literary discussions, children’s performances, drawing workshops, book launches, book stalls, dance performances, poetry recitations and more.
	10 and 11 September, 1.30pm-11pm.
	The Art Pavilion, Mile End Park, Clinton Road, E3 4QY
	Free admission
	sommilito.blogspot.com 
	Urban Makers
	Now in its eighth year, Urban Makers returns to host its annual festive makers’ market. 50 different designers each day will be selling everything from Christmas gifts to art. All sustainable and ethical. Urban Makers Feast will be selling festive food and drink. 
	There will also be a range of craft workshops.
	Free entry.
	November 25 & 26 and December 9 & 10.  (11am-5pm)
	Ecology Pavilion, Mile End Park, Grove Road, E3 5TW
	www.urbanmakers.co.uk
	Judy’s Vintage Furniture Flea
	Voted 'Best Fair' by the Vintage Guide to London. The event features top vintage traders, all offering furniture and homewares without costing the earth.
	Sunday 17 September, 10.30am-4pm
	The Art Pavilion, Mile End Park, Clinton Road, E3 4QY
	General entry £4, Kids under 16 free.
	Visitjudysvintagefair.com/furniture-flea/
	Theatre
	The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee
	Young hopefuls take part in the spelling championship of a lifetime.Six spellers enter - one speller leaves a champion! Come along to find out who... 
	19-24 September
	Brady Arts & Community Centre, Whitechapel, E1 5HU
	www.mtisshows.co.uk
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	THERE ARE 45 COUNCILLORS IN 20 WARDS: 24 ASPIRE, 19 LABOUR PARTY, 1 GREEN, 1 CONSERVATIVE.
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	BETHNAL GREEN EAST
	BETHNAL GREEN EAST
	Sirajul Islam 
	 
	(Labour)

	 
	 
	cllr.sirajul.islam@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07931 708 308

	Ahmodul Kabir 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	ahmodul.
	kabir@towerhamlets.gov.
	uk

	Rebaka Sultana 
	(Labour)

	 
	 
	rebaka.sultana@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07808 275552
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	Ahmodur Khan
	 
	(Aspire)
	 

	ahmodur.khan@
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	Abdul Malik 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	abdul.malik3@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk

	Bellal Uddin 
	(Aspire)
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	towerhamlets.gov.uk


	BOW WEST
	BOW WEST
	 

	Asma Begum
	 
	(Labour)

	 
	 
	cllr.asmak.begum@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07946 292712

	Nathalie Bienfait 
	(Green)
	 

	nathalie.bienfait@
	nathalie.bienfait@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07414 154959
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	Amina Ali 
	(Labour)

	 
	 
	 
	amina.ali@towerhamlets.
	gov.uk

	Rachel Blake 
	 
	(Labour)

	 
	 
	cllr.rachel.
	blake@towerhamlets.gov.
	uk

	Marc Francis 
	(Labour)

	 
	 
	cllr.marc.
	francis@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07973 815272
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	Musthak Ahmed 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	musthak.ahmed@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07723 622204

	Abu Chowdhury 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	abu.chowdhury@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07951 125543

	Amin Rahman 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	amin.rahman@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07949 006520
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	BROMLEY NORTH
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	Saif Uddin Khaled 
	 
	(Aspire)

	saif.khaled@towerhamlets.
	saif.khaled@towerhamlets.
	gov.uk

	Abdul Mannan 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	abdul.mannan@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07956 436642
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	Saied Ahmed 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	saied.ahmed@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk

	Maium Talukdar 
	(Aspire)
	 

	maium.talukdar@
	maium.talukdar@
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	07983 798791
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	Ohid Ahmed 
	 
	(Aspire)
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	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07984 424 913

	Jahed Choudhury 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	jahed.choudhury@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07782 259443

	Iqbal Hossain 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	iqbal.hossain@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
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	Mufeedah Bustin 
	 
	(Labour)

	 
	 
	mufeedah.bustin@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07759 905377

	Peter Golds 
	(Conservative)

	 
	 
	councillorpetergolds@
	gmail.com
	 
	020 7364 4830
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	Bodrul  Choudhury 
	 
	 
	(Aspire)
	 

	bodrul.choudhury@
	bodrul.choudhury@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk

	Shubo Hussain 
	(Labour)

	 
	 
	shubo.hussain@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07539 225660
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	The members of the Cabinet are:
	The members of the Cabinet are:
	The members of the Cabinet are:

	Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Education and Lifelong Learning 
	Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for Education and Lifelong Learning 
	 
	(Statutory Deputy Mayor)
	 - Cllr Maium Talukdar

	Resources and the Cost of Living
	Resources and the Cost of Living
	 - Cllr Saied Ahmed

	Regeneration, Inclusive Development and Housebuilding 
	Regeneration, Inclusive Development and Housebuilding 
	- Cllr Kabir Ahmed

	Safer Communities
	Safer Communities
	 - Cllr Abu Talha Choudhury

	Environment and the Climate Emergency 
	Environment and the Climate Emergency 
	- Cllr Kabir Hussain

	Health, Wellbeing and Social Care
	Health, Wellbeing and Social Care
	 - Cllr Gulam Kibria Choudhury

	Jobs, Skills and Growth
	Jobs, Skills and Growth
	 - Cllr Abdul Wahid

	Equalities and Social Inclusion
	Equalities and Social Inclusion
	 - Cllr Suluk Ahmed

	Culture and Recreation 
	Culture and Recreation 
	- Cllr Iqbal Hossain
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	Tower Hamlets Council has a system of 
	Tower Hamlets Council has a system of 
	Tower Hamlets Council has a system of 

	governance in which the elected mayor, 
	governance in which the elected mayor, 

	Lutfur Rahman
	Lutfur Rahman
	 (Aspire, right), has 
	personal responsibility and executive 
	powers. Mayor Rahman is responsible for 
	determining and delivering a wide 
	 
	range of policies and priorities. 
	 
	He is advised by his cabinet of 
	 
	councillors and by council officers.
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	Gulam Kibria Choudhury 
	(Aspire)

	gulam.k.choudhury@
	gulam.k.choudhury@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07846 659941
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	Suluk Ahmed
	 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	suluk.ahmed@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07956 830783

	Kabir Hussain 
	(Aspire)
	 

	kabir.hussain@
	kabir.hussain@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07828 424124
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	Leelu Ahmed
	 
	(Labour)
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	Mohammad Chowdhury 
	(Labour)
	 
	 

	mohammad.chowdhury@
	mohammad.chowdhury@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07877 471838

	Sabina Khan 
	 
	(Labour)
	 
	 
	 
	sabina.khan@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
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	Ana Miah
	 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	 
	ana.miah@towerhamlets.
	gov.uk

	Harun Miah 
	(Aspire)

	harunmiahcllr@outlook.
	harunmiahcllr@outlook.
	com
	 
	07949 051 295
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	James King 
	(Labour)
	 

	 
	 
	james.king@towerhamlets.
	gov.uk
	 
	07736 371160
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	Maisha Begum 
	 
	(Labour)
	 

	maisha.begum@
	maisha.begum@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07535 288572

	Ayas Miah 
	(Labour)

	 
	 
	cllr.ayas.miah@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07961 566066
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	Sabina Akhtar 
	(Labour)

	 
	 
	sabina.akhtar@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07961 792965

	Abdul Wahid 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	abdul.wahid@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07383 458289
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	Faroque Ahmed 
	(Labour)
	 

	faroque.ahmed@
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	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07956 972328

	Shafi Ahmed 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	shafi.ahmed@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07956 959764

	Kamrul Hussain 
	(Aspire)
	 

	kamrul.
	kamrul.
	hussain@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
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	Amy Lee
	 
	 
	(Labour)

	 
	 
	amy.lee@towerhamlets.
	gov.uk
	 
	07845 708627

	Abdal Ullah 
	 
	 
	(Labour)

	 
	 
	abdal.ullah@towerhamlets.
	gov.uk
	 
	07956 124264
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	Kabir Ahmed 
	 
	(Aspire)

	 
	 
	kabir.ahmed2@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 
	07572 609 549

	Asma Islam
	 
	(Labour)

	 
	 
	 
	asma.islam@towerhamlets.
	gov.uk
	 
	07538 325176
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	40  // Our EastEnd SEPTEMBER 2023 //  Avcwb wK M¨vivw›UW †i›U A_©vr wbwðZ fvov ‡c‡Z Pvb?Z‡e †Kb UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm& KvDwÝ‡ji Kv‡QB fvov ‡`qv bq?Avgv‡`i mv‡_ KvR Kivi gv‡b n‡jv †Kv‡bv G‡R›U bvB, ‡Kvb wd bvB Ges i‡q‡Q wbwðZ fvovi M¨vivw›U| AvMÖnx? Avcbvi hveZxq Z_¨ ‡iwRw÷ª Ki‡Z wfwRU Kiæb www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/RentToUs fvovwUqv‡`i‡K Zv‡`i AwaKvi m¤ú‡K© weåvšÍ Kivq Ges Ni †_‡K ‡ei K‡i †`qvi ûgwK ‡`qvi Aciv‡a GKRb j¨vÛjW© A_©vr evwoi gvwjK‡K 8,000 cvDÛ cÖ`v‡bi Av‡`k w`‡q‡Qb Av`vjZ|UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm KvDwÝ‡ji Gbfvqib‡
	// 2023 SEPTEMBER Our EastEnd //  41UvIqvi n¨vg‡jUm evivi wkÿv_©xiv Zv‡`i G-†j‡fj Ges wRwmGmB †Z `viæY mvdj¨ AR©b K‡i‡Q| cªvq wZb-PZy_©vsk (70.5 kZvsk) wk¶v_x© Zv‡`i G †j‡f‡j G* †_‡K wm †MªW jvf K‡i| cixÿv_©x‡`i cªvq GK cÂgvsk (18.1 kZvsk) GKwU G* ev G †MªW ‡c‡q‡Q, hv 2019 mv‡ji Zyjbvq 1.6 kZvsk ‡ewk|UvIqvi n¨vg‡jU‡m hviv wRwmGmB cixÿv w`‡qwQ‡jv Zv‡`i A‡a©‡KiI †ewk wWw÷skb Ges Zvi Dc‡ii mKj †MªW AR©b K‡i‡Q, hv Bsj¨v‡Ûi RvZxq Mo †_‡K cªvq 13 kZvsk c‡q›U †ewk|Gev‡ii wRwmGmB-‡Z, UvIqvi n¨vg‡jU‡mi Mo †¯‹vi 2019 
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	Ku dhawaad 38,000 oo dhalinyaro ah oo ku nool Tower Hamlets ayaa ka faa'iidaysan doona cunnooyinka dugsiga ee bilaashka ah ka dib markii koonsalku noqday kii ugu horeeyay ee Ingriiska ah ee bixiya cunto dugsiyeedka bilaashka ah dhammaan ardayda dugsiga ilaa da'da 16.
	Ku dhawaad 38,000 oo dhalinyaro ah oo ku nool Tower Hamlets ayaa ka faa'iidaysan doona cunnooyinka dugsiga ee bilaashka ah ka dib markii koonsalku noqday kii ugu horeeyay ee Ingriiska ah ee bixiya cunto dugsiyeedka bilaashka ah dhammaan ardayda dugsiga ilaa da'da 16.
	Koonsilku waxa uu ilaa 2014-kii ku deeqay cunto dugsiyeed bilaash ah dhamaan ardada dugsiyada hoose dhexe, iyo kordhinta dugsiyada sare waxa la daabici doonaa sadex waji laga bilaabo Sebtembar 2023
	Cunista cunto caafimaad leh, nafaqo leh ayaa ka taageerta ardayda waxbarashadooda waxaana la tusay inay horumariyaan habdhaqanka iyo guulaha waxbarasho.
	Iyada oo ku dhawaad kala badh carruurta Tower Hamlets ay ku galayaan dugsiga sare miisaan xad dhaaf ah, nidaamku sidoo kale waa tallaabo togan oo lagu wanaajinayo caafimaadka jidheed ee da'yarta iyo horumarinta xaafad ka caafimaad badan.
	Waxa kale oo ay bixin doontaa taageero muhiim ah inta lagu jiro dhibaatada qiimaha-nololeed, badbaadinta qoysaska celcelis ahaan £ 550 sanadkii, ilmo kasta.
	£5.7m ayaa lagu daray miisaaniyada golaha 2023/24 si loo kordhiyo maalgelinta cuntada dugsiga ee bilaashka ah ee dhamaan ardayda dugsiyada hoose dhexe ilaa ardayda dugsiga sare.
	Cllr Maium Talukdar, Ku-Xigeenka Maayar-ku-xigeenka ahna Xubin ka tirsan Golaha Wasiirrada ee Waxbarashada, Dhallinyarada iyo Waxbarashada Cimriga ah, ayaa yidhi: "In la bixiyo qado bilaash ah oo caafimaad qabta waa qayb ka mid ah ballan-qaadka ballaaran ee golaha deegaanka ee ah in dhallinyarada la siiyo qalabka ay u baahan yihiin si ay ugu guuleystaan   wax kasta oo ay doortaan inay qabtaan. .”
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	Guulashada imtixaanada Heer A iyo GCSE

	Ardayda Tower Hamlets waxay guul weyn ka gaareen Heerarkooda A iyo GCSE-da.
	Ardayda Tower Hamlets waxay guul weyn ka gaareen Heerarkooda A iyo GCSE-da.
	Ku dhawaad saddex meelood meel (70.5 boqolkiiba) ee ardaydu waxay gaadheen darajada A* ilaa C ee Heerkooda A.
	Ku dhawaad shan meelood meel (18.1 boqolkiiba) ayaa gaaray darajada A* ama A, koror ah 1.6 boqolkiiba marka loo eego 2019, oo ah sanadkii ugu dambeeyay ee ardaydu ay imtixaanada fariistaan.
	In ka badan kala badh kuwa galay BTEC-yada Tower Hamlets waxa ay ku gaadheen dhammaan darajooyinkii Farqiga iyo wixii ka sareeya, taas oo qiyaastii boqolkiiba 13 ka sarraysa celceliska England.
	GCSE-yadooda, celceliska buundooyinka Tower Hamlets waxa ay 1.5 dhibcood ka sarreeyeen celceliska dhibcaha 2019 ee 49.8, taas oo muujinaysa in natiijadu ay soo hagaagtay inkasta oo aafada.
	Boqolkiiba 85 ardaydu waxay ku gaadheen darajooyinka 9-4 ee Ingiriisiga (oo u dhiganta darajooyinkii hore ee A* ilaa C), waxoogaa horumar ah oo boqolkiiba hal ah marka la barbar dhigo 2019.
	Xisaabta, 77 boqolkiiba ardaydu waxay gaadheen darajooyinka 9-4, kor u kaca boqolkiiba saddex marka la barbar dhigo 2019.
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	Advice
	Advice
	Account 3 (welfare and debt advice)
	3 Birkbeck Street, E2.
	020 7739 7720
	www.account3.org.uk
	Age UK East London
	82 Russia Lane, E2.
	Caxton Hall, Caxton Grove, E3.
	Royal London Hospital 14F Wards.
	info@ageukeastlondon.
	org.uk
	www.ageuk.org.uk/
	eastlondon
	020 8981 7124
	Bromley by Bow Centre
	St Leonard’s Street, E3.
	020 8709 9700
	Carers Centre Tower Hamlets
	21 Brayford Square, E1 0SG
	enquiries@ccth.org.uk
	www.ccth.org.uk
	020 7790 1765
	Citizens Advice Bureau
	32 Greatorex Street, E1.
	020 7247 1050
	towerhamlets@eastendcab.org.uk
	-

	www.eastendcab.org.uk
	Island Advice Centre 
	Island House, Roserton Street, Isle of Dogs, E14. 
	020 7987 9379 
	www.island-advice.org.uk
	Legal Advice Centre
	University House, 
	104 Roman Road, E2.
	020 8980 4205 
	www.legaladvicecentre.london
	Limehouse Project
	789 Commercial Road, Unit 2, St Anne Street, E14.
	020 7538 0075
	www.limehouseproject.org.uk
	Praxis (New Residents) Immigration, benefits and general advice
	Pott Street, E2. 
	General Helpline: 
	020 7729 7985
	Immigration advice: 
	020 7749 7608
	www.praxis.org.uk
	Tower Hamlets Community Advice Network 
	thcan@island-advice.org.uk 
	www.thcan.org.uk
	Tower Hamlets Law Centre
	Unit 1, St Anne’s Street, E14. 020 7538 4909
	www.thlc.co.uk
	Careers
	Adult education services 
	Shadwell Centre, 
	455 The Highway, E1.020 7364 5665
	 

	WorkPath 
	Employment and Skills Centre, 55 Upper Bank Street, E14. 020 7364 3727 
	workpath@towerhamlets.gov.uk
	Young WorkPath/Tower Hamlets Careers Service
	Employment and Skills Centre, 55 Upper Bank Street, E14.
	youngworkpath@
	towerhamlets.gov.uk
	Council
	Town Hall
	Mulberry Place, 
	5 Clove Crescent, E14 2BG.
	www.towerhamlets.gov.uk
	General enquiries
	020 7364 5000
	Debt
	Fair Money Advice
	18 Ashwin Street, E8.
	020 3475 8811
	www.fairfinance.org.uk
	Island Advice Centre 
	Island House, Roserton
	Street Isle of Dogs, E14. 
	020 7987 9379 
	www.island-advice.org.uk
	Toynbee Hall Advice Service 
	28 Commercial Street, E1.
	020 7392 2953 
	advice@toynbeehall.org.uk 
	www.toynbeehall.org.uk 
	Health & wellbeing
	 

	Alzheimer’s Society 
	Robinson Centre, Mile End Hospital, Bancroft Road, E1.
	020 8121 5626
	BYM Bangladesh Youth Movement Women’s Centre of Excellence
	Whitechapel Centre, Units 1 & 2, Myrdle Street, E1.
	020 7377 8668 
	www.bym.org.uk
	Covid vaccine helpline
	Tower Hamlets Council has launched a Covid-19 vaccine helpline, on 020 7464 3030, to support residents who are eligible for vaccination to book their appointment.
	 

	East London Parkinson’s Support Group
	hello@parkinsons.org.uk
	0808 800 0303
	Free home fire safety advice
	08000 284428
	Health hotline
	020 7364 5016
	Healthwatch Tower Hamlets
	Mile End Hospital, Bancroft Road, E1.
	-

	0800 145 5343
	info@healthwatchtower
	hamlets.co.uk
	www.healthwatchtowerhamlets.co.uk
	 

	LinkAge Plus
	Toynbee Hall, Commercial Street, E1.
	020 7392 2913
	Reset
	Tower Hamlets Drug and Alcohol Service
	183 Whitechapel Road, E1.
	020 3889 9510
	reset.towerhamlets@
	cgl.org.uk
	Safe East (under-19s)
	compass.towerhamlets
	yphws@nhs.net 
	020 3954 0091
	Stop Smoking services
	www.quitrightth.org
	020 7882 8230
	Tower Hamlets Advocacy Real
	020 7001 2170
	hello@real.org.uk
	Housing
	Choice-based lettings
	020 7364 2826
	Homeless service
	020 7364 7474
	Out of hours 
	020 7364 4079
	Homeseekers
	www.thhs.org.uk
	Housing advice
	020 7364 3558
	Repairs
	0800 376 1637 ext 1
	Tower Hamlets Homes
	020 7364 5015
	Idea Stores and libraries
	 

	Bow
	Gladstone Place, E3.
	Canary Wharf
	Churchill Place, E14.
	Chrisp Street
	Vesey Path, E14.
	Whitechapel
	321 Whitechapel Road, E1. 
	Local History Library and Archives
	277 Bancroft Road, E1 
	localhistory@towerhamlets.gov.uk
	 

	Visit www.ideastore.co.uk/home
	Leisure centres
	John Orwell Sports Centre
	Tench Street, Wapping, E1.
	020 7488 9421
	Mile End Park Leisure Centre and Stadium 
	190 Burdett Road, E3.
	020 8709 4420
	Poplar Baths
	170 East India Dock Road, E14. 020 3795 0599
	St George’s Leisure Centre
	221 The Highway, Wapping E1. 020 7709 9714
	-

	Tiller Leisure Centre
	Tiller Road, Isle of Dogs E14. 020 7987 5211
	Whitechapel Sports Centre
	55 Durward Street, E1.
	020 7247 7538
	York Hall Leisure Centre
	5-15 Old Ford Road, E2.
	020 8980 2243
	For the latest information and updates, including details of opening hours or temporary closures, visit  www.towerhamlets.gov.uk or www.better.org.uk
	Parent & child
	Family Information Service 
	30 Greatorex Street, E1. fis@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
	 

	020 7364 6495
	Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) 
	If a child is at risk of harm:
	020 7364 5006 (option 3, open Mon to Fri, 9am - 5pm)
	020 7364 4079 (out of hours emergency duty team)
	Tower Hamlets National Childbirth Trust
	0300 330 0700
	www.nct.org.uk
	Report it
	Anti-fraud (housing and tenancy related fraud)
	0800 528 0294
	Black Women’s Health and Family Support
	020 8980 3503
	Childline
	0800 1111
	Domestic Violence Team
	0800 279 5434
	Environmental Protection (Noise) Team
	020 7364 5000
	Haven Whitechapel (sexual assault referral centre)
	020 3299 6900 / 
	020 3299 1599
	Karma Nirvana (honour-based abuse helpline)
	0800 5999 247
	Men’s Advice Helpline
	0808 8010 327 
	National LGBT domestic abuse helpline (Galop)
	0800 999 5428 /
	0300 999 5428
	Non-emergency crimes 101 Textphone
	18001 101
	NSPCC Child Protection Helpline 
	0800 800 5000
	Respect (for perpetrators)
	0808 802 4040
	Rights of Women
	020 7251 6577
	Samaritans
	116 123
	Shelter
	0808 800 4444
	Tower Hamlets Mediation Service (free service for council tenants and leaseholders)
	020 7364 7474
	Victim Support Tower Hamlets
	0808 168 9291 /
	0808 168 9111
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